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By Chu Donghua

In June 2014, when the 
2nd China-South Asia Expo 
was held in Kunming, Yun-
nan Province, it was hon-
oured by the attendance of 
Sheikh Hasina, Prime Min-
ister of Bangladesh. Actual-
ly, it was her second visit to 
Yunnan. “In the four years 
since my last visit, enor-
mous changes have taken 
place in Yunnan, which has 
set up an example for the 
development of the world,” 
Sheikh Hasina said in an 
interview with reporters.

In fact, this is also the 
wish of Yunnan people. As 
the Chinese province clos-
est to Bangladesh, Yunnan 
is an important gateway 
in China’s opening up to 
South Asia and it takes 

less than two hours to fly 
directly from Yunnan to 
Bangladesh. Since ancient 
times, friendly exchang-
es have been going on 
between two places, and 
Bangladesh is currently 
the second largest trading 
partner of Yunnan in South 

Asia. With the construction 
of the Silk Road Economic 
Belt and the 21st Century 
Maritime Silk Road, espe-
cially as the construction 
of Bangladesh-China-In-
d i a - M y a n m a r  ( B C I M ) 
Economic Corridor accel-
erates, the exchanges and 
cooperation between Yun-
nan and Bangladesh will 
continue to deepen. 

In  o rd e r  t o  s e t  u p  a 
bridge of friendship, Yun-
nan Daily  Press  Group 
and The Independent of 
Bangladesh have jointly 
launched the “Beautiful 
Yunnan” news pages. To-
gether we will introduce 
you to a real Yunnan and 
transfer the information of 
cooperation while relating 
the stories of Bangladeshi 
friends in Yunnan.

Fo r  Yu n n a n  p e o p l e, 
w h e n e ve r  t h e  we a t h e r 
forecast says the warm air 
from the Bay of Bengal is 
coming, it is likely to rain. 
It seems to be a date of the 
wind and clouds across the 
strait. 

Yunnan, Dian or Yun 
for short, is believed to be 
the hometown of colourful 
clouds. In the Western Han 
Dynasty (206 BC-8 AD), 
according to historical 
records, colourful clouds 
were seen in the south, and 
when Emperor Wu sent his 
men to look for them, this 
magical land was discov-
ered and named Yunnan, 
or the South of Colourful 
Clouds. 

W h e n e v e r  t h e  w i n d 
from the Bay of Bengal 

meets clouds of the Yun-
nan plateau and brings 
a b o u t  r a i n  o v e r  v a s t 
mountains, crops in the 
field will  be nourished 
and flourish; trees in the 
forest will be watered and 
thrive; and flowers on the 
branches will  nurtured 
and bloom. This perfect 
arrangement has achieved 
the natural legend of Ban-
gladesh and Yunnan. 

The clouds of Yunnan 
are really charming. They 
have not only attracted the 
wind from Bangladesh but 
also retained the most bril-
liant sunshine, generating 
splendid lives on this piece 
of red earth of Yunnan: 

-With abundant natural 
resources, Yunnan is reput-
ed as “kingdom of animals”, 

“kingdom of plants” and 
“kingdom of non-ferrous 
metals”. Yunnan covers 
only 4.1 percent of China’s 
land area, but the numbers 
of its  species,  national 
key protected species and 
ecosystem types are close 
to or more than 50 percent 
of the national total. And 
more than 60 percent of 
China’s 30,000 or so spe-
cies of higher plants can 
be found in Yunnan. In ad-
dition, the Yunnan people 
take such good care of the 
environment that Yunnan’s 
ecological environment is 
among China's best, mak-
ing this land an important 
ecological barrier of China 
and Asia. 

-Yunnan is an important 
birthplace of human civili-
zation also. The Yuanmou 
Man, the earliest known 
human beings in China, 
lived here as early as 1.7 
million years ago.

Today, the construction 
of Bangladesh-China-In-
d i a - M y a n m a r  ( B C I M ) 
Economic Corridor has 
created a historic opportu-
nity for friendly exchanges 
between Yunnan and Ban-
gladesh. 

The conception of “re-
gional economic cooper-
ation among China, India, 
Myanmar and Bangladesh” 
was proposed by the ac-
ademic circles of Yunnan 
and received positive re-
sponses from India, Myan-
mar and Bangladesh in the 
late 1990s.

In 1999, the First In-
ternational Conference 
on Regional  Economic 
Cooperation among Ban-
gladesh, China, India and 
Myanmar (BCIM) was held 
in Kunming and concluded 
with Kunming Initiative . 
Fr o m  D e c e m b e r  1 8  t o 
19, 2013, the First Joint 
Working Group Meeting of 
BCIM Economic Corridor 
was held in Kunming. On 
December 30, 2013, at the 

Third Yunnan-Bangladesh 
Dialogue Meeting in Kun-
ming, experts and scholars 
from Yunnan and Ban-
gladesh comprehensively 
explored how to promote 
the industrial coopera-
tion between Yunnan and 
Bangladesh in the context 
of  the BCIM Economic 
Corridor. The Bangladeshi 
representatives proposed 
eight industries that are the 
most accessible to Chinese 
investors, namely trade 
of agricultural products, 
electronics, frozen foods, 
text i les  and gar ments, 
telecommunications ser-
vices, leather processing, 
light manufacturing and 
life sciences. In order to 
promote industrial cooper-
ation, both sides discussed 
the recommendation of 
constructing the Bangla-
desh-Yunnan Export Pro-
cessing Zone. 

On October 24, 2014, 
To u r i s m  De ve l o p m e n t 
Co m m i t t e e  o f  Yu n n a n 
Province and Bangladesh 

Tourism Board signed the 
Memorandum of Under-
standing to Strengthen 
Cooperation in Tourism , 
according to which, both 
parties will intensify coop-
eration in marketing and 
expert exchange visits to 
promote the cooperation 
in tourism to a new stage. 

In recent years, the trade 
volume between Yunnan 
and South Asian countries 
has increased by several 
folds. The bilateral trade 
volume between Bangla-
desh and China has risen 
from 3 billion dollars in 2006 
to nearly 9 billion dollars 
in 2012 and is expected to 
exceed 10 billion dollars in 
2015. Bangladesh is Yun-
nan’s second largest trading 
partner in South Asia, and 
the trade volume between 
two sides in 2012 amounted 
to 70.84 million dollars.

Inclusive, as in “inclu-
sive finance” and “inclusive 
development for poverty 
alleviation”, happens to 
fit in with the vision of 
Yunnan-Bangladesh coop-
eration - May Yunnan and 
Bangladesh join hands for 
inclusive benefit of all their 
people!

Yunnan, located in southwest China, borders 
Myanmar, Laos and Vietnam and is a birthplace of 
human beings in Asia. It covers an area of 394,000 
square kilometres and has a population of 46 million. As 
the Chinese province with the largest number of ethnic 
groups, it is home of 25 ethnic minorities and the Han 
people as well. 

Yunnan is endowed with abundant resources. It 
features different climate types, unique natural beauty, 
well-preserved ecological environment, diverse species 
and colourful ethnic cultures, making it an ideal place 
to work and live in. 

Kunming is the capital city of Yunnan Province, the 
centre of the five-hour aviation circle of Asia, a hub 
and gateway in China’s opening up to Southeast Asia 
and South Asia and the best portal for Bangladesh to 
contact and access China. Currently, there is a non-
stop flight connecting Kunming with the Bangladeshi 
capital Dhaka on a daily basis; in addition, Kunming and 
Chittagong are sister cities.

Yunnan is mountain-
ous while Bangladesh is 
coastal. Our relationship 
is like that between moun-
tains and the sea, and our 

connection is firmer than 
mountains and deeper 
than the sea.

Du r i n g  t h e  Re i g n  o f 
Yongle (1402–1424) of the 

Ming Dynasty, Zheng He, 
a Chinese navigator and a 
native of Yunnan, arrived 
in Bangla (now Bangla-
desh) with his fleet on their 
sixth voyage. Later, Bangla 
developed close ties with 
the Ming dynasty. 

Last century, President 
Rahman, father of the in-

cumbent Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina, also had 
some friendly exchanges 
with Zhou Enlai, China’s 
former pr ime minister 
and other former Chinese 
leaders.  On October 4, 
1975, through joint efforts 
on both sides, diplomatic 
relations were formally 
established between Chi-
na and Bangladesh. On 
June 10,  2014,  Chinese 
President Xi Jinping met 
with Sheikh Hasina in the 
Great Hall of the People 
in Beijing. Xi Jinping said 
that Bangladesh is an im-
portant country along the 
21st Maritime Silk Road, 
and China welcomes Ban-
gladesh’s active involve-
ment in the construction 
of the Silk Road Economic 
Belt and its proposal to 
enhance cooperation con-
cerning the 21st Century 
Maritime Silk Road. He 

also said that China will 
promote the construction 
of Bangladesh-China-In-
d i a - M y a n m a r  ( B C I M ) 
Economic Corridor to cre-
ate a community of inter-
ests for the benefit of peo-
ples in both countries and 
South Asia. Sheikh Hasina 
said, “I have attended the 
2 n d  C h i n a - So u t h  A s i a 
Expo in Kunming, and I 
am well aware of the huge 
potential for South Asian 
countries to cooperate 
with China.” 

On May 21, 2013, Ban-
gladesh became the first 
South Asian country to 
open its Consulate Gen-
eral in Kunming. In Jan-
uary 2014, the Consulate 
General began to accept 
visa applications and han-
dle related affairs. Con-
sul-General Shahnaz Gazi 
said, she was happy to help 
set up a bridge between 

Yunnan enterprises and 
Board of Investment Ban-
gladesh (BOI),  and she 
also promised to provide 
Yunnan enterprises with 
all kinds of information 
on Bangladeshi policies, 
markets and government 
a u t h o r i t i e s  s o  t h a t  a n 
i n c re a s i n g  n u m b e r  o f 
Yunnan enterprises can 
i n v e s t  a n d  d e v e l o p  i n 
Bangladesh. Shahnaz Gazi 
believed that with rapid 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t o u r-
ism industry in Yunnan, 
Kunming is becoming an 
international tourist city, 
so Bangladesh is ready to 
strengthen cooperation in 
tourism with Kunming.

It has been proved that 
Yunnan and Bangladesh 
have built a strong friend-
ship in their joint develop-
ment. As a Chinese saying 
goes: all men are brothers 
within the four seas. 

The revival 
o f  t h e  S i l k 
R o a d  w i l l 

help promote friendly 
exchanges and enhance 
economic and trade 
cooperat ion  among 
South Asian countries, 
Myanmar and China,” 
Sheikh Hasina was full 
of expectations.
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