
Close Connection Starts from Education

By Zhang Ruogu

In February, 2006, the 
first Confucius Institute 
in Bangladesh was es-
tablished at North South 
University of Bangladesh 
(hereinafter referred to 
as NSU) in Dhaka. It is 
co-sponsored by NSU and 
Yunnan University and 
is the largest educational 
exchange and cooperation 
project between Yunnan 
and Bangladesh. 

So far, the Confucius 
Institute has been in op-
eration for 8 consecutive 
years. It has a music room, 
a tea room, a library, a 
Chinese culture experi-
ence center and a well-
equipped HSK test ing 
center and is under the co-
operative management of 
2 deans from the Chinese 

side and Bangladeshi side 
respectively. According to 
data offered by Yunnan 
University, the Institute 
has enrolled a total  of 
12,541 students since its 
foundation,  including 
students, doctors, lawyers, 
entrepreneurs and for-
eigners in Bangladesh.  

It is said the Institute 
h a s  o p e n e d  C h i n e s e 
language programs for 
students from primary 
schools to universities 
and it also trains teach-

ers for Bangladesh. Up 
t o  n ow,  m o re  t h a n  1 0 
s t u d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n 
granted Confucius In-
stitute Scholarships and 
C h i n e s e  G ov e r n m e n t 
Scholarships to continue 
their study in China. All 
of these have made the 
Institute a window for 
people in Bangladesh to 
know more about China.  

While sponsoring the 
Confucius Institute, Yun-
nan University has found-
ed a “China Research Cen-

ter”, together with School 
of Public Administration of 
NSU. And it also dispatch-
es teachers to give lectures 
and conduct cooperative 
researches in Bangladesh. 
In 2013, the Confucius 
Institute at NSU organized 
“Chinese Bridge Summer 
Camp for Hundreds of 
Bangladeshi Undergradu-
ates” and 100 Bangladeshi 
college students visited 
Yunnan University where 
they experienced the real 
Yunnan for 2 weeks. 

The Confucius Institute 
at NSU is just one glimpse 
into Yunnan’s education 
exchanges with foreign 
countries. According to 
statistics released by Yun-
nan Provincial Depart-
ment of Education, there 
were a  total  of  almost 
30,000 international stu-

dents for long-term and 
short-term study in Yun-
nan in 2013. 

Currently,  there  are 
70 Bangladeshi students 
studying in Yunnan, in-
cluding 65 undergraduates 
and 1 graduate. Last year, 
6 of them were granted 
Yunnan Provincial Gov-
er nment  Scholarships 
for their excellent perfor-
mances. It is believed mu-
tual understanding will be 
enhanced among youths 
from Bangladesh and Yun-
nan if more Bangladeshi 
students are attracted to 
study in Yunnan. 

And Yunnan has been 
m a k i n g  i t s  e f f o r t s  f o r 
embracing international 
students from Bangladesh 
and other countries. At 
present, many universities 
and colleges in Yunnan 

have established profes-
sional faculties to serve 
international students. In 
addition to Yunnan Uni-
versity, Kunming Medical 
University and Dali Uni-
versity have opened clin-
ical medicine programs 
taught in English, which 
are favored by students 
from India, Nepal and etc. 
since they are cheap and 
quality. Yunnan University 
of Finance and Economics 
has signed cooperation 
agreement with Eastern 
University of Bangladesh 
to launch exchange schol-
arship program in Sep-
tember 2013. And Yunnan 
University of Nationalities 
is going to set up a Ban-
gladeshi Language Major 
which will be the first in 
Yunnan and one of a few 
in China.
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MD. Mostafizur Rahman 
had no idea of anything 
about Kunming, a city on 
the air route between Ban-
gladesh and Xiamen City of 
eastern China’s Fujian Prov-
ince when he was studying 
for his doctor’s degree in 
Xiamen University years ago. 
At that time, since there was 
no direct flight from Dhaka 
to Xiamen, Rahman was 
bewildered about where to 
transit his flights before each 
vacation.

In 2004, the first direct 
flight from Dhaka to Kun-
ming was inaugurated. 
Rahman, a smart mathe-
matician soon found out 
this would be the shortest 
and most economic route 
from Bangladesh to China. 
In that year, Rahman had 
his first transit flight in Kun-
ming. He recalled it was in 
summer when he arrived in 
Kunming, a city much cooler 
than his hometown where 
the temperature is over 40 
degrees centigrade℃. He said 
he was impressed by the 
beauty of Kunming.

Since then, he had transit 
flights in Kunming whenever 
he came to China or went back 
to Bangladesh. Sometimes, he 
would stay for a while. When 
he completed his 2-year 
post-doctoral study in Xiamen 
University in 2010, Rahman 
made an important decision 
in his life. He came to Kun-
ming and found a job in Yun-
nan University of Finance and 
Economics. But his mission 
was not yet accomplished. A 
few months later, he took his 
wife to Kunming and showed 
her how beautiful the city 
is. By some “coaxing and 

tricking”, he obtained his 
wife’s approval to settle in 
Kunming. Rahman grinned 
when telling this part of the 
story. 

Right now, Rahman is an 
assistant professor in Yun-
nan University of Finance 
and Economics. He teaches 
and makes researches in 
the School of Statistics and 
Mathematics. Since 2011, 
Rahman has published 10 
academic papers in domes-
tic and international well-
known academic journals. 
Meanwhile, he helps his uni-
versity contact its Bangla-
deshi counterparts and pro-
mote education cooperation 
among them. Thanks to his 
assistance, Yunnan Universi-
ty of Finance and Economics 
has established partnership 
with Eastern University in 
Bangladesh. In 2012, as one 
of the 10 outstanding foreign 
experts in Yunnan, Rahman 
was awarded a prize extend-
ing gratitude from people in 
Yunnan for his contribution. 

“My university is beautiful, 
friends are kind, weather is fine 
and everything is great!” This is 
the comment given by Rahman 
on Kunming. He lives nearby 
the university and prefers cook-
ing Bangladeshi food at home. 
Sometimes, he would go to 
supermarkets together with his 
wife, looking for the best curry. 
In spare times, he gathers with 
friends from South Asia or plays 
badminton with them. And he 
always pays close attention to 
news from his motherland. “I’ve 
heard highway and railway are 
intended to be built between 
the two countries. Dhaka and 
Kunming are getting closer. 
This is quite inspiring and will 
bring benefit to people from 
both countries.” said Rahman.

Yuan Fang’s Impression on 
Bangladesh
By Zhang Ruogu

On her first arrival in Dha-
ka in 2013, Yuan Fang was 
immediately attracted by 
countless rickshaws painted 
with pretty patterns and 
tinkling along the streets. It 
was an early summer day 
and flowers were blooming 
in the sunshine. Despite 
the hot weather, Yuan Fang 
found the city so attractive 
and lovely. 

At that time, Yuan Fang 
was a graduate student from 
Yunnan University and was 
sent to the Confucius Institute 
at NSU as a 1-year volunteer 
teacher. As a sponsor of the 
Institute on the China’s side, 
Yuan Fang’s alma mater has 
assigned a total of 3 deans, 4 
teachers and 33 volunteers to 
the Institute in 8 years. 

Passing by the copper 
statue of Confucius who puts 
on a serious look when Yuan 
Fang first came to the Insti-
tute, she was worried about 
what she would face there. 
Entering the classroom, she 
was reassured by friendly and 
warm welcomes from all of 
the students who were eager 
to learn Chinese. “I really en-
joy teaching there,” said Yuan 
Fang. She recalled when stu-
dents had problems in pro-
nunciation, she would correct 
them patiently over and over 
and students would follow as 
well. And they were willing to 
attend Yuan Fang’s class. They 
even came to Yuan Fang’s 
residence to ask questions in 
their studies after class. 

In that one short year, Yuan 
Fang was busy but happy. 
Besides teaching, she partic-

ipated in works of HSK test 
training, organizing “Chinese 
Bridge” language contest and 
etc. With her help, Yuan Fang’s 
students have made progress 
in their Chinese study and 
understood more about Chi-
nese culture. 

Yu a n  Fa n g  a n d  h e r 
colleagues also created 
opportunities for students 
to experience Chinese cul-
ture personally. When that 
year’s traditional Chinese 
Dragon Boat Festival was 
approaching, the Institute 
held an event—— “Charm-
ing Dragon Boat Festival” 
where students were invited 
to cultural lectures to learn 
Chinese paper cut, Tai Chi 
and Chinese songs. After-
ward, they enjoyed Zongzi, 
a kind of rice dumpling, and 
salted duck eggs. “They like 
sweet food and think Zongzi 
is not sweet enough.” said 
Yuan Fang with smile.

In that year, Yuan Fang 
also made lots  of Bangla-
deshi friends and visited 
many places. During the Id 
al-Adjha holiday in that early 
October, Yuan Fang and her 
friends took a trip to Cox 
Barzar where there is the 
longest beach in the world. 
At sunset, they rambled 
along the beach, catching 
crabs and searching for sea-
shells. As night fell, she saw 
women gathering water with 
pots placed on their heads 
while others were having 
dinners at the roadsides af-
ter a day of labor. Yuan Fang 
said it was such a differently 
beautiful and peaceful view 
which made her love for 
Bangladesh much more.

Yunnan’s Publishers 
Seek Cooperation in 
South Asia

 Many Bengladeshi youngsters have found that 
Yunnan is the most convenient and economical 
choice to study in China. The Confucius Institute at 
NSU is a window for people in Bangladesh to know 
about China.

Rahman’s Decision

Story

By Zhang Ruogu

At the end of 2013, Yunnan’s bookstore operator Kunming 

Xinzhi Group opened its first book store in Sri Lanka——

Xinzhi Chinese Bookstore(Colombo). This is the retailer’s 

fifth overseas bookstore. 

Located in downtown Colombo, Xinzhi Chinese Book-

store sells 20,000 kinds of books belonging to 80 larger 

categories. Up to now, after its operation for one year, the 

Bookstore has become a center of learning and exchanging 

Chinese culture among local people. 

As Yunnan gets closer contact with South Asian countries, 

its publishers like Kunming Xinzhi Group are seeking coop-

eration in South Asia, expecting to introduce South Asia to 

Yunnan readers and building a cultural bridge for bilateral 

exchanges.  

In 2010, Yunnan People's Publishing House entered coop-

eration with Cambridge University Press in publishing The 

New Cambridge History of India (in Chinese). The book cov-

ers the latest achievements of international studies on India 

and is well-known for its comprehensiveness, systematic-

ness and innovation, providing a different way for Chinese 

readers to understand more about ancient India and South 

Asia extensively and intensively. Besides, Yunnan People's 

Publishing House, together with India’s National Academy 

of Literature, published Indian Literature Books. And it has 

published a series of books on laws and investment of South 

Asian countries in the hope of offering references for Chi-

nese enterprises. 

Modern technologies are also used in publishing South 

Asian books. In 2012, Yunnan People's Publishing House 

and Sino-India Cooperation Promotion Center cooperated 

in launching India Investment Guide which is a digital book 

and its content can be upgraded year by year. 

Nowadays, Yunnan’s publishers are expecting to expand 

business to more countries in South Asia and seeking coop-

eration in copyright, publishing, printing and etc.
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