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 China praised for 
releasing water to 

drought-hit Mekong 
countries
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BY LUO RONGCHAN

BY LI CHAO

BY CAO JIE

   Photo by  Zhang  Weiming

People of Wa ethnic group and tourists take part in the “Monihei” Carnival in Cangyuan Wa Autonomous County, Southwest Chi-
na’s Yunnan province on May 1, 2016. As a tradition, Wa people throw and smear muddy water onto each other to express their wish-
es for health and happiness during the “Monihei” carnival which has attracted a lot of tourists both from home and abroad.                                    
(Xinhua News Agency)                                                                                                                   Photo by Cheng Haining
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China’s 
largest Thai 
commodity 
distribution 
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in Yunnan

Nepalese 
experts call 

for extending 
Chinese railway 

to Nepal

GMS cross-border e-commerce business 
alliance to be established

Tracks laid for Yunnan section of 
Shanghai-Kunming high-speed railway

Myanmar businessmen lose one million yuan worth of jade

Qingdao taxi driver returns it

Fan Xiaolin: I feel at home in Yunnan

Due to a strong El-Nino effect, all coun-
tries in the Lancang-Mekong River Basin 
have been suffering from varying degrees 
of drought since late 2015. According to a 
March 14 report released by the United Na-
tions Office for the Coordination of Human-
itarian Affairs, Vietnam is suffering its worst 
drought in 90 years, which has rendered 
nearly a million people short of water for 
domestic use, while affecting nearly 160,000 
hectares of rice paddies. Meanwhile, seawater 
intrusion has caused severe soil salinisation 
in the Mekong Delta. By the end of this year, 
500,000 hectares of rice paddies will have 
been adversely affected. 

The drought’s development is threat-
ening people’s production and ability to 
earn a living along the Mekong. In order 
to accommodate the concerns of Vietnam 
and other countries in the river basin, the 
Chinese government notified Yunnan’s Jing-
hong Hydropower Station to release water 
for downstream areas, effectively alleviating 
the persistent drought in Laos, Myanmar, 
Thailand, Cambodia and Vietnam. 

A report in Thailand’s The Nation 
quoted a Thai official saying that the action 
demonstrated more transparency in Chi-
na’s management of trans-boundary water 
resources. Prior to the emergency water 
release, the Chinese government wrote to 
inform Mekong River Commission mem-
bers of the water release plan. Additionally, 
Chinese diplomats were sent to notify the 
governments of involved counties. The Chi-
nese government also expressed its intention 
to work more closely with downstream 
countries to resolve other issues. 

On March 17, the Vietnam News Agency 

published a report entitled Vietnam highly 
anticipates emergency water supply from 
China. A Vietnamese Water Resource De-
partment, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development official was quoted, saying that 
China’s release of emergency water is “a big 
help” to alleviate the drought and seawater in-
trusion along Vietnam’s Jiulong River Valley. 

The Vietnamese people are also positive 
about China’s release of emergency water 
supply. Vietnamese netizens expressed their 
approval on website VnExpress. A netizen 
“Senqin” wrote that “China’s move is full 
of goodwill”. Another netizen named “Gu-
osong” also welcomed China’s move and 
hoped that it could mitigate the drought and 
halt seawater intrusion.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Inter-
national Cooperation of Cambodia issued a 
statement on March 16, praising the Chinese 
government’s decision to release water from 
the dam in order to help the countries in the 
lower Mekong River Basin cope with the 
drought. According to the statement, water 
resource management cooperation is an 
important part of the Lancang-Mekong coop-
eration mechanism, and China’s decision to 
release emergency water proves that China is 
maintaining a good cooperative relationship 
with countries along the Mekong.

According to reports, climate change, 
reduced precipitation, less runoff from trib-
utaries, and other factors have resulted in 
repeated droughts in the Lancang-Mekong 
River Basin. Water regulation at the Jinghong 
Hydropower Station and other hydropower 
stations is of great significance for dry season 
river navigation, irrigation and seawater in-
trusion prevention, as well as for rainy season 
flood control on the Mekong. (Source: Xihua 
News Agency and China Daily)

At about 8:30am on April 22, two Myan-
mar jewellers carelessly left one million yuan 
worth of jadeware in a taxi to the Qingdao In-
ternational Convention Centre in east China’s 
Shangdong Province. While they were burn-
ing with anxiety, taxi driver Yan Zhixiang 
came and returned the jade to the Myanmar 
jewellers. The taxi, bearing the license num-
ber LU UT6410, belongs to the Wenxin Taxi 
Company. 

At about 9:00 am, a lady surnamed Yuan 
called Wenxin Taxi Company, saying that she 
was entrusted by two Myanmar business-
men to thank Yan Zhixiang for returning the 
one million Yuan jade ware. The Myanmar 

businessmen took Yan’s taxi to Qingdao 
International Convention Centre from the 
Hyatt Regency Qingdao Hotel to participate 
in the International Jewellery Fair. They were 
so preoccupied with how to arrange their 
exhibits that they left the taxi without remov-
ing their suitcase from the boot. The suitcase 
contained one million yuan worth of jade 
bracelets and pendants. The Myanmar busi-
nessmen sweated profusely and were at a loss 
when a staff member brought Yan Zhixiang 
to find them. Only a quarter of an hour had 
passed after they lost the suitcase. Relieved, 
the Myanmar businessmen arranged their 
exhibits and were just in time for the exhi-
bition’s start. (An Abstract from Peninsula 
Urban Daily of Shandong)

A press conference was held the other 
day at Kunming, as the Thai brand King 
Power came to the Colourful Cloud Goods 
e-commerce platform. 

At the press conference, Wufan Group, 
China Mobile’s Yunnan Company and King 
Power’s sales agent signed a tripartite coop-
eration agreement announcing King Power 
had officially joined the platform. The event 
marked the birth of the largest Thai com-
modity distribution platform in China. 

King Power will set up its Kunming 
outlet in the middle of June. The brick-
and-mortar outlet and the Colourful Cloud 
Goods e-commerce platform will mainly 
sell King Power’s foods, daily articles, cos-
metics, watches and clocks. It will also offer 
the largest variety of Thai commodities of 
the best quality to Chinese consumers. 

Nepal and China should work closely to ex-
tend the Qinghai-Tibet railway toward Nepal as 
the railway is expected to arrive Gyirong county 
of Tibetan Autonomous Region of China by 
2020, experts here have said.

Speaking at an interaction entitled “Nepal’s 
Railway Dream” organized by Xinhua News 
Agency Kathmandu Bureau on Sunday, 
Nepal’s Former Chief Secretary Leela Mani 
Poudel called for extending the Qinghai-Tibet 
Railway to Nepal.

“The Qinghai-Tibet Railway which has 
now reached Shigatse, is going to be extended 
up to Gyirong county by 2020 as announced by 
the Chinese government last year. The railway 
should be extended up to Kathmandu,” he said.

“Nepal should seek support from China 
to develop the infrastructure projects includ-
ing railways on the China-Nepal border. It 
should be taken as the top priority as it will 
have a long-term significance in the economic 
development.”Connecting Kathmandu with 
the Chinese railways is economically and geo-
graphically viable, Paudyal said.

Nepal’s Former Ambassador to United 
Nations, Shambhuram Simkhada, said that ex-
tension of Chinese rail links to Nepal and cross 
border power grid between China and Nepal 
could be of the greatest long-term significance 
for both countries.          (Xinhua News Agency)

“I have been to a lot of places, but 
I never thought of staying somewhere 
permanently until I came to Yunnan,” 
says Colin, or Fan Xiaolin, as he prefers 
to be called. He is an American who has 
been living in Yunnan for 14 years, and 
he runs Salvadors Cafe in Kunming.

On a break from university, Fan 
Xiaolin travelled around the world as 
a backpacker for one year, including 
a two-month stint in Asian countries. 
Later, he worked in the United States 
for some time before coming to Dali 
in Yunnan. “I thought it would be a 

short stay, but it turned out to be 14 
years,” he says. 

 “I find Yunnan and Dali very pure, 
unlike other places that are noisy. I feel 
somewhat at home,” said Fan Xiaolin. 
Following a simple instinct, Fan Xiaolin 
and his business partner Kris decided 
to start their own business in Yunnan. 
Soon after, they built their dream cafe at 
Salvadors in Dali.

Fan Xiaolin says proudly, “At first, 
Salvadors became famous for its ice 
cream. Then our coffee and Western 
food gradually won over guests.” Their 
business success is attributable to their 
insistence on quality ingredients. More 

importantly, they have a united staff. 
Salvadors has 16 staff members, 

mostly from Lincang. Some have been 
working at the cafe for ten years, while 
others have been on the team for three 
or four years. By referral, their sisters, 
brothers and fellow villages joined the 
team. Salvadors has also witnessed 
their growth. The workers used to know 
nothing about Western cuisine, but now 
they can expertly bake bread and make 
coffee. They work here, get married and 
have children. 

As a restaurant manager, Fan 
Xiaolin likes to study Yunnan’s local 
cuisine. “My wife is from Dehong Dai 

and Jingpo Autonomous Prefecture, so 
I fell in love with Dai cuisine. ‘Spicy 
Chicken’ is my favourite. I can even eat 
it every day,” he says. He recommends 
tourists try Yunnan dishes, which he 
believes are a very beautiful part of Yun-
nan’s culture. He says, “I love Yunnan 
cuisine. I love Yunnan. It’s my second 
hometown.” For Fan Xiaolin, Yunnan’s 
most attractive feature is its diversity. 
Yunnan is home to the 6,740-meter 
Kawagebo Peak, as well as hot and 
humid tropical rainforests. Yunnan also 
boasts various minority cultures and the 
province’s cuisine is the embodiment of 
natural and cultural diversity. 

The Greater Mekong Subregion 
(GMS) cross-border e-commerce co-
operation platform business allianceis 
expected to be established during the 
eighth GMS Economic Corridors Week 
which will be one of the events of the 4th  

China-South Asia Expo to be held in June 
in Kunming . 

With the support of GMS govern-
ments and the Asian Development Bank, 
the eighth GMS Economic Corridors 

Week will be held on June 11 in Kun-
ming. By then, within the GMS cooper-
ation framework, participating countries 
will recommend domestic e-commerce 
trade and promotion agencies and e-com-
merce businesses to establish the GMS 
cross-border e-commerce cooperation 
platform. The countries will be also able 
to promote the development of cross-bor-
der e-commerce while sharing informa-
tion regarding sub-regional consumer 
markets.

At the GMS Summit in December 

2014, Chinese Premier Li Keqiang first 
made the proposal to establish a GMS 
e-commerce cooperation platform. He 
received positive responses from the 
leaders of GMS countries. Last June, the 
seventh GMS Economic Corridors Fo-
rum issued a joint ministerial statement, 
formally approving the proposal. In the 
future, the six signatory countries will 
promote sub-regional e-commerce coop-
eration and development through policy 
exchanges, enterprise interaction and 
capacity building. 

When the last rail was laid, con-
struction workers quickly tightened 
fastener bolts, and track-laying work 
for the Yunnan section of Shang-
hai-Kunming high-speed rail line was 
finally completed recently. 

According to a construction manager, 
the completion of the work in Yunnan is 
an important node in the construction of 
the entire project. Next, rail dispersing, 
locking and welding will be conducted in 
order to lay a solid foundation for the test 
runs and official operation in late 2016. 

The Yunnan section of Shang-
hai-Kunming high-speed rail line, stops at 
North Fuyuan, North Qujing, Songming 
and South Kunming railway stations. It 
adopts the highest industry construction 
standards and has a design speed of 350 
kilometres per hour. 

The Shanghai-Kunming high-

speed rail line consists of the Shang-
hai-Hangzhou, Hangzhou-Changsha 
and Changsha-Kunming sections. 
Being an important part of Chang-
sha-Kunming section, the Yunnan line 

extends for a length of 184.7 kilome-
tres. Upon operation later this year, a 
high-speed train trip from Kunming to 
Changsha and Shanghai will take four 
and 10 hours respectively. 

On April 27, pandas Hexing and Nannan were transported by plane to the Yunnan Zoo in Kunming from 
the Chengdu Research Base of Giant Panda Breeding. Tourists to Yunnan simply need to visit Yunnan Zoo 
to see these two charmingly clumsy pandas.                           Photo by  Wang Yuheng
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