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China-South Asia Expo to increase
 overseas booths by 50 percent

EXPO

云快报

On May 5, China’s State Council 
Information Office announced at 
a Beijing press conference that the 
4th China-South Asia Expo and the 
concurrent 24th China Kunming Im-
port and Export Fair will be held in 
Kunming, Yunnan from June 12 to 
17 this year. 

T hi s  ye ar’s  C hin a- So uth Asia 
Expo will be more international and 
professional than previous sessions. 
According to Liu Qilin, director of 
Yunnan Bureau of International 
Expo Affairs, about 4,000 compa-
nies from more than 80 countries 
and regions will participate in the 
event, and the number of overseas 
booths is expected to increase by 50 
percent. In addition to eight themed 
pavilions for foreign exhibitors, oth-
er pavilions will also provide some 
foreign booths.

In recent years, China and South 
and Southeast Asian countries have 
increased bilateral and multilateral 
economic and trade cooperation. 
The 4 th China-South Asia  Expo, 
themed “amity, sincerity, mutual 
benefit, inclusiveness and win-win 
cooperation”, will strive to build a 
comprehensive platform integrating 
commodity trade, investment co-
operation, tourism cooperation and 
cultural exchanges. It will facilitate 
economic and cultural exchang-
es between China and South and 
Southeast Asian countries with oth-
er countries and regions.

The 4th China-South Asia Expo 
will attract and cultivate more pro-
fessional buyers, explore new trans-
action modes for professional buy-
ers and sellers and seek new spaces 
and new approaches for profession-
al development. The first one-and-
a-half days following the opening 

ceremony are reserved for profes-
sional buyers, who will be able to 
carry out business negotiations in a 
better environment. 

According to Kunming Customs 
Commissioner Kang Chuan, Kun-
m i n g  Cu s t o m s  h a s  p u b l i s h e d  a 
“Customs Clearance Guide for the 
4 th  China-South Asia  Expo cum 
the 24 th  China Kunming Impor t 
and Export Fair ” in both Chinese 
and English. Custom officers will 
give priority to serving the event. 
At present, Kunming Customs is 
s t re n g t h e n i n g  c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
w i t h  c u s t o m s  o f f i c e r s  i n  o t h e r 
countries and regions through of-
ficial letters, telephone calls and 
other  means.  Inbound exhibi ts 
from other custom districts will 
be transited to  the venue to be 
inspected so as to ensure fast and 
smooth customs clearance, said 
Kang Chuan.
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NEIGHBORS

Since recruitment of volunteer 
for the 4th China-South Asia Ex-
po(CSAEXPO) was  launched on 
March 4, more than 21,300 college 
students from 25 higher institu-
tions in Yunnan have submitted 
their  applications,  according to 
personnel with Yunnan Provincial 

League Committee.
2,500 volunteers will be selected 

out of the applicants to serve the 
4th expo to be held in Kunming 
on June 12-17, and the selection 
is based on their performance in 
the  fo l lowing tra ining  sess ions 
which include etiquette, physical 
strength, and language proficien-
cy.

On May 4,  240 Kunming local 
volunteers gathered at the Guandu 
Square to welcome the expo, while 
c o m m e m o r a t i n g  C h i n a’s  Yo u t h 
Da y  w h i c h  o r i g i n a t e s  f ro m  t h e 
revolutionary May 4th Movement 
in 1919.

In 2015, around 1900 volunteers 
from various walks of life served 
the 3rd expo.

21,300 college students apply 
for CSAEXPO volunteer status  
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    A Thai artist is dancing during the Kunming Thai Festival 2016 which  was themed on Thai temple fairs and lasted from May 

11 to 15. Apart from Thai cultural activities, a photography show themed on “Thailand in the Eyes of Chinese Photogra-

phers”was also held, introducing beautiful scenery in Thailand to visitors                                             Photo by Lin Yiguang 

At the rehabilitation centre of Kunming 
Tongren Hospital, foreigners with blond 
hair and blue eyes are drawing much 
attention. Receiving treatments together 
with Chinese patients, they have even 
learned some Yunnan dialect. 

Susan is British. Her spinal cord was 
injured in an accident five years ago when 
she was travelling, and she became para-
lysed in the lower half of her body. 

She happened to read a blog post by 
a spinal cord injury patient named Elle. 
In the post, Elle recorded her experience 
at Kunming Tongren Hospital of China. 

Susan felt that the unique treatment and 
walking therapy developed by the hospital 
might improve her condition. 

“In my eyes, spinal cord injury patients 
are like my children,” said Zhu Hui, direc-
tor of the Spinal Cord Injury Treatment 
Centre at Kunming Tongren Hospital. 
“When we opened Susan’s vertebral plate 
and dura mater, we found three finger-
nail-sized bone fragments piercing the 
spinal cord. Her spinal cord had a severe 
adhesion, and her cerebrospinal fluid 
circulation was interrupted. A huge cyst 
formed in the injured area, which per-
sistently constricted the spinal cord.” Zhu 
Hui and his colleagues operated on Susan 

and removed the bone fragments and the 
cyst constricting her spinal nerve. 

Susan had a series of surprises more 
than three months after the operation. 
Thanks to the rehabilitation treatment, 
she is now able to stand on her own with 
the help of an apparatus, and she can in-
dependently walk 400 to 500 metres a day. 

Zhu Hui’s team has treated more than 
5,000 acute and chronic spinal cord in-
jury patients. Widely recognised for their 
achievements in the treatment of spinal 
cord injuries, they have attracted patients 
from the United States, France, Britain, 
Canada, Australia, Sri Lanka and other 
countries. 
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They stand up again in Kunming
FORRIGNERS IN YUNNAN


