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EDUCATION

Yunnan becomes
a favorite study
destination for S and
SE Asian students

BY LI SHAQING

Given its special geographical position,
Yunnan province is not only the junction
area of the ‘Southern Silk Road’ and the
‘Maritime Silk Road’ in the history, but
also a strategic pivot of the Belt and Road
Initiative and a radiation centre for South
and Southeast Asia. In recent years, an increasing number of foreign students come to
study in Yunnan province.
In 2015, a total of 22,000 international
students were studying in Yunnan, with both
college students and primary and secondary
school students exceeding 10,000. And a
large proportion of them are from South and
Southeast Asian countries.
Yunnan leads the country in the provision of education overseas. Kunming
University of Science and Technology and
Thailand’s Dhurakij Pundit University are
also jointly running a Chinese international
school. In recent years, in addition to ten
existing Confucius institutes (classrooms)
scattered in Africa, Europe, North America,
South and Southeast Asia, Honghe University and Sri Lanka’s University of Colombo
co-established another Confucius institute,
and Yunnan University and Bangladesh’s
University of Dhaka co-built yet another
Confucius institute. These two Confucius
institutes have greatly enhanced the international influence of Yunnan’s education.
The high-end educational cooperation
and cultural exchanges between China and

other countries are constantly deepening.
Currently, more than 10 undergraduate
programmes and nine junior college
education programmes are being jointly
operated by colleges and universities in
Yunnan province and those in other countries. Yunnan University of Nationalities
joined hands with the Indian Council for
Cultural Relations in establishing the China-India Yoga College, the first of its kind
in China. Yunnan Police Officer Academy
hosted the China-ASEAN and Neighbouring Countries Police Academy Presidents
Forum cum Law Enforcement Capacity
Building Round Table Meeting. Yunnan
has held the Chinese and Lao Senior Interpreter and Translator Training Programme
and the Chinese and Myanmar Senior
Interpreter and Translator Training Programme together with the Lao Ministry of
Education and Sports and the Myanmar
Ministry of Education, respectively. The
province has held four sessions of “Chinese Bridge” world high school students
Chinese proficiency competitions, which
attracted more than 1,200 high school
students from over 80 countries. Additionally, three China-ASEAN Education and
Training Centres are actively providing
South and Southeast Asian countries with
Chinese language teachers, agricultural
technology, tourism and cooking training
services, while carrying out various forms
of educational and cultural exchanges with
South and Southeast Asian countries.

EXPO

FESTIVAL

21,300 college
students
apply for
CSAEXPO
volunteer status

Twins Gathering

A Thai artist is dancing during the Kunming Thai Festival 2016 which was themed on Thai temple fairs and lasted from May 11 to 15.
Apart from Thai cultural activities, a photography show themed on “Thailand in the Eyes of Chinese Photographers” was held, introducing
the beautiful scenery in Thailand to visitors.
Photo by Lin Yiguang
FOREIGNERS IN YUNNAN

Yunnan’s culture under lens of foreign students
BY CHEN XINLONG

The Yunnan leg of Looking China - International Youth Film Project 2016 kicked
off on April 17 at Yunnan University. Over
16 days, 10 students from Italy’s University
of Macerata and Serbia’s University of Arts
in Belgrade and 30 volunteers of Yunnan
University visited Yunnan Nationalities Village, Lijiang Old Town and houses of Bai
people in Dali. From their unique perspectives, they used their cameras to capture the
charm of Yunnan’s diversified ethnic culture
and relate the stories of Yunnan.
On the first evening in Lijiang, Dusko
from Serbia found Naxi musicians and

enjoyed the world-renowned Naxi ancient
music. In Shuming Village of Tacheng
Township, a Naxi village that is the most
faraway from Lijiang Old Town, the ancient
Dongba culture is passed on from generation
to generation. Touched by Marko’s sincerity,
the 87-year-old “Great Dongba” wrote six
Dongba characters meaning “Yunnan leg of
Looking China” as a gift for Marko.
Located in the northeast of Wanqiao
Township, Gusheng Village is one of the oldest and most typical Bai villages. The houses
of Bai people are antique, rustic and elegant,
and in the blood vessels of the Bai people
living here flows the simplicity and kindness
conferred by Cangshan Mountain and Erhai

Lake. All these made Agnani excited. He enjoyed the pleasure of photography and was
intoxicated with the Bai people’s life.
Aldo learned to say a Chinese sentence,
“Once in Midu, you will forget your wife.” In
Midu, especially Dingxiling, almost all people
can sing Huadeng, a type of local opera. Upon
arriving in Midu, Aldo immersed himself in
the “Home of Huadeng”. He was particularly
fascinated by the Little Running River, a local
song rich in the Han Chinese culture.
The 10 films to be shot by the 10 foreign
students in Yunnan, alongside the other 90
films shot in other provinces and autonomous regions, will be shown all over the
world in late 2016.

BY WANG SHIXUE
Since recruitment of volunteer for the 4th
China-South Asia Expo(CSAEXPO) was
launched on March 4, more than 21,300
college students from 25 higher institutions
in Yunnan have submitted their applications,
according to personnel with Yunnan Provincial League Committee.
2,500 volunteers will be selected out
of the applicants to serve the 4th expo to
be held in Kunming on June 12-17, and
the selection is based on their performance in the following training sessions
which include etiquette, physical strength,
and language proficiency.
On May 4, 240 Kunming local volunteers gathered at the Guandu Square to
welcome the expo, while commemorating
China’s Youth Day which originates from
the May 4th Movement in 1919.
In 2015, around 1900 volunteers from
various walks of life served the 3rd expo.
In recent years, China and South and
Southeast Asian countries have increased
bilateral and multilateral economic and
trade cooperation. The 4th China-South
Asia Expo, themed “amity, sincerity,
mutual benefit, inclusiveness and winwin cooperation”, will strive to build
a comprehensive platform integrating
commodity trade, investment cooperation, tourism cooperation and cultural
exchanges. It will facilitate economic and
cultural exchanges between China and
South and Southeast Asian countries with
other countries and regions.
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