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On June 22, "Driving Around China-2016 Cultural Journey" arrived its last stop, Baisha Town in Yulong Naxi Autonomous 
County, Lijiang City. In this photo, participants of the event visited Baisha Embroidery Art College and experience the Naxi 
embroidery under the guidance of local artists.   (Xinhua News Agency)                   Photo by  Chen Junqing 
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Kunming ranks second among 
China’s livable cities

CCB to set up non-major 
currencies exchange centre

Construction begins on China-Laos 
international railway cross-border tunnel 

YAU to participate in space survival test

 “Little white clouds”: International volunteers 
add colour to CSAE

Talent 
introduction 

platform 
established in 

Yunnan
The first Yunnan Conference on the 

International Exchange of Professionals 
was jointly held by the Yunnan Provin-
cial Office of Human Resources and 
the Kunming Social Security Depart-
ment. The conference has seen some 
70 cooperation projects and 25 talent 
introduction cooperation MOUs signed 
between overseas talent introduction 
agencies and overseas students. About 
80 high-caliber overseas talents landed 
new jobs, and around 200 professionals 
specializing in technological innova-
tion and entrepreneurship, took part in 
financing and business development 
training during the conference.

The conference has attracted a total 
of 450 participants from a variety of 
foreign expert organizations, research 
institutions, colleges and universities 
representing 35 countries and regions, 
and more than 200 overseas experts. 
Yunnan human resource authorities 
have signed memorandum of coop-
eration with 25 overseas talent intro-
duction and education institutions, 

including the University of Bologna, 
Italy and Jawaharlal Nehru University, 
India. The new cooperation provides 
new platforms for cooperation between 
Yunnan and overseas talent agencies in 
the fields of bio-pharmaceutics, finan-
cial management, modern agriculture 
and more. During the conference, 36 
cooperative agreements were achieved 
and around 80 high-caliber overseas 
talents specializing in education, scien-
tific research, medicine and other fields 
were introduced to Yunnan.

At the conference’s Yunnan Talent 
Strategy Forum, eight experts delivered 
keynote speeches, 28 local employers 
signed tripartite agreements with 40 
overseas high-level talents from 18 
countries and regions. Around 70 talent 
introduction projects were brought to 
Yunnan, encompassing 200 profession-
als from 92 enterprises specializing in 
technological innovation and entrepre-
neurship. They took part in financing 
and business development training, 
while participants in 46 projects re-
ceived mentor counseling and eight 
roadshow projects were launched. 

On June 22, the Friendship Tunnel, 
an important part of the China-Laos 
international railway, began construc-
tion, marking the official beginning of 
the middle line of the Pan-Asia railway 
network.

The Friendship Tunnel will be a 
cross-border railway tunnel connect-
ing China and Laos. It is expected to 
extend for a total length of 9.8 kilome-
tres, of which 7.2 kilometres will be 

in China, and 2.6 kilometres in Laos. 
The project will be completed in 56 
months. It is so named to herald the 
long-standing friendship between the 
two peoples.

According to the project leader 
from China Railway Ergo Group 
Corporation (CREGC), the tunnel will 
pass through an area where mudstone 
is embedded in sandstone. The poor 
geological conditions will pose great 
engineering difficulties. To ensure safe 
and efficient construction, CREGC 

will carry out geological surveys while 
strictly complying with the support and 
design parameters adopted domestical-
ly for tunnel construction equipment 
and technology.

The Yuxi-Mohan railway will start 
construction on April 19 of this year. 
It will run for 508 kilometres and is 
designed to have a top speed of 160 
kilometres per hour. This national 
Class I electrified railway will require 
a total investment of 50.545 billion 
yuan. 

With the 4th China-South Asia Expo and 
24th Kunming Import and Export Fair suc-
cessfully concluded, business people from 
South and, Southeast Asia and other parts 
of the world returned home with newly 
signed contracts and new hopes, while also 
carrying with them memories of the inter-
national volunteers. It was the “little white 
clouds”, as the international volunteers 
were called, who acted as interpreters and 
assistants for business people in the various 
halls of the Kunming Dianchi International 
Convention and Exhibition Centre.

On June 12, 108 volunteers from eight 
provincial colleges and universities began 
to serve at the CSAE. Like more than 2,000 
other volunteers, they were uniformly 
dressed in green and white and wore white 
hats decorated with patterns of colourful 
clouds. At the CSAE venue, they provid-
ed exhibitors and visitors with guidance, 
information and linguistic services. They 
were referred to as “little white clouds” 
because of the white cloud patterns embla-
zoned on their T-shirts. 

Hanli(Chinese Name) is a student from 
Bangladesh. He told the reporter that he 
has been studying at Yunnan University 

for more than one year. In his opinion, the 
CSAE not only provided a big platform for 
China’s economic and cultural exchanges 
with South and Southeast Asian countries, 
but also gave him a personal opportunity 
to practise Mandarin with more Chinese 
people. This helps him better understand 
Chinese culture while helping the business 
people from his own country. He took 
many photos at the event, and shared them 
on WeChat moments so that more Bangla-

deshi people can get to know this annual 
business expo. 

When the reporter came to the Mal-
divian pavilion in Hall No. 7 on June 16, 
Satya, a volunteer and a student from The 
Maldives, was busy providing shopping 
guidance and interpreting services for visi-
tors. Pointing at the coral, thatched cottages 
and other typically Maldivian elements in 
the pavilion, Satya excitedly told the report-
er that The Maldives is the CSAE theme 

country this year. She was very pleased to 
introduce more people to her motherland’s 
scenic attractions and folk customs. She 
was also more than happy to help Maldivi-
an business people introduce their specialty 
products to Chinese people, and proud to 
be able to contribute to the economic and 
cultural exchanges between the people. 

 “I’m very happy to work with these 
international volunteers. We are like a fam-
ily,” said Xiao Wei, a graduate student from 
Yunnan Minzu University working as a 
liaison worker for international volunteers. 

In order to highlight the CSAE’s character-
istics as an international and professional expo-
sition, for the first time the organising commit-
tee recruited 108 international volunteers from 
the province’s eight colleges and universities. 
These included Yunnan University and Yun-
nan University of Finance and Economics. 
The volunteers were from Thailand, Bangla-
desh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, The Maldives, Laos, 
India and Myanmar. The volunteers were a 
wonderful addition to this year’s customer 
service relations.

Just like the 108 stars of destiny in the 
Chinese classic The Water Margin, the 108 
international volunteers each found a way 
to express their talents and display their 
youthful exuberance at the CSAE.

Recently, according to a survey on 
China’s livable cities released by the Geo-
graphic Sciences and Natural Resources 
Research Institute, Chinese Academy of 
Sciences, Kunming ranks number two 
among China’s livable cities. With a total 
score of 64.67, it followed only Qingdao 
of Shandong Province.

Based on a large number of ques-
tionnaire surveys and concurrent data 
analysis, the top ten most livable cities are 
Qingdao, Kunming, Sanya, Dalian, Wei-
hai, Suzhou, Zhuhai, Xiamen, Shenzhen 
and Chongqing. They were selected from 
a group of 40 Chinese cities mostly pro-
vincial capitals and municipalities directly 

under the jurisdiction of the central gov-
ernment. Important indicators included 29 
specific items falling into six categories, 
including public security, public service 
facilities, general convenience, natural 
environment, social and humanistic envi-
ronment, traffic and environmental health. 
Kunming stands out in terms of all of 
these indicators.

Among the six categories of indi-
cators, a pleasant natural environment 
and a unique social and cultural envi-
ronment won Kunming high scores. 
Kunming boasts unique scenery with 
a large number of cultural relics and 
scenic spots. It is also home to all of 
Yunnan’s 26 ethnic groups, nurturing a 
unique urban culture. 

Recently, the China Construction 
Bank (CCB) Cross-Border Collaboration 
Services Promotion cum China Con-
struction Bank Pan-Asia Cross-Border 
Financial Centre opening ceremony was 
held in Kunming. The event represents 
a bid to build the CCB’s Yunnan branch 
into a non-major currencies exchange 
centre for neighbouring countries.

The CCB officially entered inter-
national business in 1988. To date, it 

has established more than 140 overseas 
institutions in 26 countries and regions. 
Now a multi-regional, multi-currency 
24-hour global financial services net-
work system is taking shape. With its 
cross-border RMB settlement network 
covering eleven banks in Vietnam, 
Myanmar, Thailand and Malaysia, the 
CCB’s Yunnan branch has become the 
leading commercial bank in the prov-
ince, carrying out cooperation with the 
most number of overseas banks in the 
largest number of countries.

73-year-
old Yi 

craftswoman 
debuts at 
CSAE

Recently, a180-day controlled space 
ecosystem test was officially launched 
in Shenzhen. Yunnan Agricultural Uni-
versity, as a member of the technical 
support team, will take part in the test.

The space survival test, named 
“Green Voyage”, is a China-led, large-
scale operation with multinational 
participation. It is designed to exam-
ine comprehensive human and envi-
ronmental symbiosis. Carried out in 

an artificially created and controlled 
ecosystem, the test, through the coor-
dination of animal and plant cultiva-
tion, waste water treatment and other 
functional experiments, simulates the 
circulation and regeneration of air, 
water and food in a closed environ-
ment. The test will thus explore the 
establishment of a long-term life and 
health sustaining system with a sub-
stantial reduction in land use. In the 
cabin, researchers cultivate 25 species 
of plants spanning five categories. 

Recommended by Yunnan Agricultur-
al University and the Yunnan Plateau 
Agricultural Industry Research Insti-
tute, a number of Yunnan’s indigenous 
plants, including Moringa, have been 
selected as candidates for research.

Before that, the research team led 
by Yunnan Agricultural University 
deciphered the Moringa genome and 
completed the world’s first Moringa 
fine genome map. Currently, Moringa 
has been identified as one of the daily 
vegetables for the test crew. 

“I alone cannot embroider for all 
the beauties of the world. I hope that 
more young people will follow in 
my steps and pass down this tradi-
tional crafts,” said Tang Yinglan, an 
elderly lady doing hand embroidery 
at the 4th China-South Asia Expo 
attracted the attention of many. By 
virtue of her amazing embroidery 
techniques, Yi minority embroidery 
from Jinning has won the applause 
of many businessmen from both 
home and abroad.

Jiang Xia, head of Big Difference 
Company. told reporters that many 
domestic and foreign merchants are 
interested in Jinning’s ethnic embroi-
dery, especially hand-embroidered 
clothing. On the first day of the 
Expo, the company received loads of 
orders from overseas exhibitors.

Surrounded by myriad ethnic cos-
tumes, the 73-year-old Tang Yinglan, 
the company’s embroidery advisor, 
showcased her skills. Under her 
hands, dragons and phoenixes soar 
vividly among the clouds. And under 
her patient guidance, young appren-
tices and visitors also attentively 
learned stitching. Tang’s embroidery 
works have been presented to guests 
worldwide as gifts, and their photos 
have been collected in a number of 
books on local ethnic craftsmanship.

As an advisor to the Big Differen-
cy Company, Tang is responsible for 
mobilizing local women, as well as 
the company’s employees, to learn and 
pass down Yi embroidery skills. Her 
students can make a living out of such 
handiwork at home. The training and 
exchange workshop is currently held 
on a regular basis in the village.

At the Expo, Tang stitched a 
flying Yi dragon, which symbolizes 
good weather and a bumper harvest 
for the next year. Decorated with a 
variety of patterned plants and flow-
ers, the embroidered dragon looked 
auspicious and joyful. 
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International students in Yunnan served as CSAE volunteers.    Photo by  Zhou Can

The Golden Horse and Jade Cock Memorial Archary, a well-known scenic spot  in 
Kunming               Photo by  Zhou Can

A cultural journey


