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 On July 10, the Kunming Pan-Asia Stone Expo opens in Kunming International Exhibition and Convention Center. This year, the Expo has more 
than 2,800 standard booths, attracting exhibitors from China, Sri Lanka, Myanmar and Egypt. (Xinhua News Agency)         Photo by Lin Yiguang
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Shanghai-Kunming high-speed 
railway starts countdown

American man in love with Yunnan

Made-in-China goods to
be seen everywhere at 

Rio 2016 Olympics (II)
BY LIU YAO 

The 2016 Summer Olympics 
are going to be held soon in Rio 
de Janeiro. Although Brazil and 
China are 11 time zones apart and 
it takes 25 hours for the fastest 
flight to cover the distance, the 
Rio Olympics are by no means 
far away from China. From sports 
venues to the metro system, from 
sports clothing to the mascot, 
Made-in-China goods will be seen 
in every corner of Rio.

The supplier of garments for 
torch-bearers is China’s sportswear 
brand 361°. In addition to torch- 
bearers, 361° will also provide 
clothes for volunteers and techni-
cal personnel. Before becoming a 
supplier for the Olympic Games, 
the company underwent a strict 
examination process lasting one 
year, and was finally chosen. 

Rio 2016 Olympics mascot 
Vinicius dolls are also from China. 
The official badges and mascots 
will be produced by the Chinese 
enterprise Huajiang Culture. The 
opening ceremony has not yet 
been held, but Olympic souvenirs 
bearing the label “Huajiang” have 
already appeared in the official 
stores of the Olympic Games.

During the Olympic Games, 
equipment produced by Chinese 
enterprises will help athletes to 
deliver their best performances. 
The volleyball nets, posts and 
umpire’s chairs produced by Jin-
ling Sports will appear on Olym-
pic volleyball courts. In 2013, 
Jinling Sports became an official 
partner of the International Vol-
leyball League, breaking the Jap-
anese brand Senoh’s decades-old 
monopoly.

Botou ZhangKong Barbell 

Manufacturing Company in Hebei 
Province, China is the only suppli-
er of weight training equipment for 
the Rio 2016 Olympics, for which 
Zhangkong Barbell has received 
orders for 70 sets of professional 
weight training equipment.

As required, the barbell pieces 
should be in five colours. To over-
come colour deviation, light ad-
justment tests for each colour took 
more than ten days. Zhangkong 
Barbell introduced many inno-
vative elements to its production 
process. Through communication 
with coaches and athletes from 
many countries, the company 
improved the barbells’ handling 
comfort and reduced the injury 
probability of athletes.

The security surveillance sys-
tem for Rio 2016 Olympics will 
also be provided by a Chinese 
company. 

Matthew Hartzell is from San Fran-
cisco in the USA. From childhood he 
liked geography. From 2009 to 2015, 
Matthew lived in Kunming, Yunnan. In 
his spare time, he travelled to almost all 
the county seats, villages and towns of 
Yunnan, developing a deep affection for 
this place in his heart. 

“I hiked around Shangri-La, put up 
a tent to sleep on the mountain as high 

as 4,200 meters above sea level and 
enjoyed the charming scenes of glaciers 
and plateaus full of wild flowers.” One 
year later, Matthew came to Yunnan 
again. It was so familiar to him, as he 
had lived here for nearly six years, and it 
was already ten years after his first trip to 
China. 

“When I came to China for the first 
time, I felt everything was fresh and 
strange.” Matthew still remembers his 
experience of looking for a youth hostel 

at Shenzhen. “In an unfamiliar city, 
I could not read Chinese, nor could I 
speak Chinese, and I had to look for the 
bus stations using Chinese characters 
in a tourist guide. Later, I met with an 
American who came to Shenzhen on 
business. He helped me book a room in 
a commercial hotel, so I could stay for 
the night.” Nowadays, this is now lon-
ger a problem, and Matthew can speak 
Chinese fluently. 

In 2009, Matthew came to China 

again. After staying in Shanghai for 
some time, he began to settle down in 
Yunnan. He stayed for six years. 

During these six years, Matthew 
worked as an English and sociology 
teacher, as well as a private tour guide. 
In his spare time, he left Kunming once 
every three weeks on average, going 
to tour the county seats and rural areas 
of Yunnan. He travelled more than 90 
times in total, covering 120 county seats 
in Yunnan. He also visited countless 

other villages and towns, with a length 
of travel as much as ten thousand kilo-
metres. 

 “I looked for the undeveloped 
places in Yunnan with an authentic vibe, 
for out-of-the-way locations with few 
visitors.” Matthew said. He liked the na-
tional minority’s traditional clothes, liked 
to visit their unique buildings, especially 
the Dai Nationality’s bamboo towers 
and the Wa Nationality’s thatched hous-
es. 

Yunnan’s unique natural scenery 
and rich national minority cultures 
contain great tourism value, Such 
places include Shangri-La, Dali, Liji-
ang and other ancient towns. They are 
very much favoured by visitors from 
home and abroad. But as an adven-
turer with an interest in photography 
and traditional cultures, with a profes-
sional background in geography and 
history, Matthew prefers some “dark 
horses”. These include the Tibetan 

village of Dimaluo, Bingzhongluo 
near the Nujiang River, the Gaoli-
gong Mountains, Mangshi, Lincang, 
Cangyuan Wa Nationality Autono-
mous County, Mengding Town in 
Gengma County, Ruili and Jinghong.

During his time in Yunnan, Matthew 
walked across most of its cities. “You 
can say I know the routes of commu-
nication and traffic here, and sometime 
know Yunnan Province better than 
many Chinese.” 

Poya Geshu 
Choir joins the 
Ninth World 
Choir Games 

BY ZHU HAI 

China-ASEAN Free Trade Area launches 
upgraded official website 

Recently, the China-ASEAN 
Free Trade Area launched its 
upgraded official website (www.
asean-cn.org)in Kunming.

The website, approved by the 
China-ASEAN Economic Coop-
eration Ministerial Conference, 
was first put online in January 
2010. The upgrade will make it 
easier for enterprises within the 

region to keep track of the Free 
Trade Area’s latest policies, en-
hance their ability for economic 
cooperation and facilitate the de-
velopment of trading, logistics and 
other sectors. 

The upgraded website is divid-
ed into four sections, namely those 
for the trade of goods, services, 
investment and economic cooper-
ation. Also, the website has now 
introduced a place-of-origin certif-

icate issuing system, a tariff con-
cession inquiry system and several 
other trade facilitation systems. 
Additionally, the portal features a 
cross-border electronic commerce 
platform, as well as a network and 
data centre intended for use by 
ASEAN countries. 

Moreover, according to Yu 
Yimin, director of the official web-
site’s operation centre, the website 
will soon launch both a “Part-

nership Program” and an “SME 
Cross-border Electronic Com-
merce Program”. The “Partnership 
Program” aims to unite institutions 
and enterprises at home and 
abroad to build a China-ASEAN 
trade and investment service net-
work. It will facilitate circulation 
of commodities within the region 
and help enterprises to reduce their 
trade costs and enhance their over-
all international competitiveness.  

BY YE PINGFAN

Kunming promotional film debuts in UK

Recently,  the Kunming 
promotional film, are shown at 
London Piccadilly Circus and 
Liverpool Railway Station, two 
historic landmarks in the United 
Kingdom. The goal is to raise 
international awareness for 
Kunming, the City of Eternal 
Spring.

The natural environment, 

history and temperament of 
the city are explained in detail 
during the three-minute film. The 
picturesque scenery of Dianchi 
Lake, Green Lake, the Stone 
Forest, the Golden Horse and Jade 
Rooster Archways, Jiangwutang 
Military Academy, as well as old 
streets and alleys, tell the stories 
of a city known for its abundance 
of flowers, the interaction of 
man and seagulls, and the perfect 

combination of tradition and 
modernity. Starting June 29, the 
opening ceremony of Kunming 
Week in  Liverpool One, UK was 
held at the UK’s largest open-
air shopping centre,bringing 
the British public a “gift from 
Kunming”. It is reported that the 
promotional film was warmly 
received by the people of London, 
and aroused great interest in this 
amazing Asian city.

BY GU YING

BY DU JING
On July 6, Moscow time, the 

Ninth World Choir Games kicked off 
at the Ice Dome Bolshoy in Russia’s 
Sochi. A total of 104 Chinese choirs 
joined the competition, including 
four from Yunnan. Among them, 
the Poya Geshu Choir from Funing 
County in Wenshan Zhuang and 
Miao Autonomous Prefecture is 
Yunnan’s first ethnic choir to join the 
World Choir Games.   

Poya Geshu is like a wonderful 
flower in the cultural garden of 
the Zhuang nationality. Geshu, or 
“songbook”, is actually a piece of 
cloth discovered in Poya Village of 
Boai Town in Wenshan Prefecture. 
The book has 81 different patterns, 
each one representing a song. The 
singers often take handkerchiefs 
from their pockets in case they forget 
the words when singing. By glancing 
at the handkerchief, they could 
continue singing uninterrupted.

EXHIBITION
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At 10:40 AM July 5, a Harmo-
ny EMU testing train set off from 
Kunming South Station for a trial 
run across the Yunnan section of 
the Shanghai-Kunming High-
speed Railway, marking the start 
of the official count-down for 
China’s longest east-west high-
speed railway. 

The Shanghai-Kunming High-
speed Railway is a major part of 
the pan-Asia railway network. 
The Yunnan section’s total length 
is 186 kilometres, and includes 
four stations. The target speed of 
passenger trains is 300 kilometres 
per hour, and a speed increase 
is possible. The construction 
of the Yunnan section of the 
Shanghai-Kunming High-speed 
Railway started in September 

2010. When this section goes into 
operation, Yunnan will join the 
national high-speed railway net-
work and move closer to China’s 
coastal areas. 

Decoration of the waiting hall 
inside Kunming South Station has 

been completed. The square in 
front of the station is being paved 
and landscaped and supporting 
facilities are under construction, 
while the laid tracks have entered 
a period of joint debugging and 
commissioning. 

Recently, construction on the 
Mohan-Boten cargo channel kicked 
off, marking a substantial step in 
the development of the China-Laos 
Cross-Border Economic Cooperation 
Zone.

The channel is an important 
measure dedicated to facilitate cargo 
clearances, in order to effectively 
address the congestion and low 

efficiency in the mixed passenger 
and cargo channels currently in use 
at the Mohan-Boten land port.

The channel is divided into two 
sections, an 800-metre corridor in 
China and a 1,654.5-metre corridor 
in Laos. Total investment in the 
project is expected to be around 50 
million yuan. The project will be 
completed in four months. An initial 
489.52-meters corridor on the Lao 
side has already launched, with an 

estimated investment of 13 million 
yuan.

After completion, this dedicated 
cargo channel along the Kunming-
Bangkok Highway will greatly 
enhance bilateral cargo throughput, 
further enhance cargo transportation 
levels within the China-ASEAN FTA 
and lower cargo circulation costs. 
This economic and trade cooperation 
of separate markets can merge into 
an integrated regional market.

Construction of 
Mohan-Boten cargo channel kicks off
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