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Yunnan arrests or repatriates 
85 Skynet fugitives

85 Skynet 
fugitives

 Unlike machine mounting, 
which can be done while you 
wait, hand-mounting requires 
about seventeen procedures. 
It takes five days to finalize 
the design. I’m already mak-
ing preparations for another 
gallery. It will be an old-style 
gallery, partly for mounting, 
partly for sales. Hand-mount-
ing will be passed on only 
when more people pay atten-
tion to it ”    

NEWS IN BRIEF

According to the China 
Discipline Inspection Daily , 
under the guidance of the Fu-
gitive Repatriation and Asset 
Recovery Office of the Central 
Anti-Corruption Coordination 
Group, the Yunnan Provincial 
People’s Procuratorate success-
fully persuaded Zhang Dawei, a 
criminal suspect who fled to the 
United States, to surrender him-
self to China. Recently, news of 
his surrender —one of the 100 
fugitives listed in an Interpol 
“red notice” —drew widespread 
public attention.

Since “Operation Skynet” 
was launched in 2015, Yunnan 
province has arrested or repatri-
ated 85 fugitives, including 15 
corrupt officials and CPC mem-
bers who had previously fled 
to other countries. One of these 
was included on the 100-name 
Interpol “red notice”. Their 
captures led to the recovery of 
84.52 million yuan in stolen 
assets.

To connect Yangtze River 
Delta to  Kunming

7

Starting 00:00 AM January 
5, 2017, China will begin to 
implement the new train work-
ing program. The Shanghai 
Railway Bureau will increase 
eleven pairs of passenger trains, 
including seven pairs connect-
ing areas of the Yangtze River 
Delta to Kunming.

Seven pairs of high-speed 
railway (HSR) trains will run 
on  the  Guiyang-Kunming 
section, which will go into 
operation soon. This number 
includes two new pairs and five 
extended pairs. Compared with 
a common passenger train trip, 
a HSR train trip from the Yang-
tze River Delta to Kunming will 
be shortened from three days to 
ten hours.

The Shanghai-Kunming 
High-Speed Railway, has a total 
length of 2,266 kilometres and 
a design speed of 350 kilome-
tres per hour. It will be China’s 
longest east-west HSR line and 
run through the largest number 
of provinces of any existing 
Chinese railway lines.

Runners to participate in 
SCO Kunming marathon

16,000 

16,000 have entered their 
names for the coming 2016 
Kunming international mara-
thon supported by the Shanghai 
Cooperat ion Organizat ion 
(SCO), according a press con-
ference on November 28.

90% of the participants are 
Chinese, with Yunnan locals 
forming the majority.

The marathon will kick off 
on December 17, with the start-
ing point designated at Yunnan 
Conference Center.

T h e  m a r a t h o n  m a r k s 
the 15th anniversary of the 
founding of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization 
(SCO).

The runners will enjoy 
the wonderful view along 
the Dianchi Lake, and the 
winner of the full marathon 
will pick up a cash prize of 
40,000 US dollars.

BY HE YONGKUN

Master craftsman Qin Yonglin

INHERITORS

Wen Gu Tang, founded in the 
late Qing Dynasty, is one of the few 
time-honoured painting and calligraphy 
mounting shops in Yunnan. Since the 
last century, Qin Yonglin, a fourth gen-
eration inheritor of the Wen Gu Tang 
tradition, has adhered to his family’s 
ancestral instructions when passing on 
traditional hand-mounting techniques.

Wen Gu Tang is a small family 
business inconspicuously located 
on Huashan West Road. Today, as 
more and more painting and callig-
raphy mounters in Kunming turn to 
machines, Qin Yonglin still sticks to 
hand-mounting. He does this so that 
traditional mounting skills can be 
passed on to others. A few years ago, 
Qin Yonglin was recognized by the 
government of Kunming’s Wuhua 
District as an inheritor of Yun-
nan-style painting and calligraphy re-
pairing and mounting skills. In 2011, 
Wen Gu Tang was listed among the 
first batch of 25 “Time-Honoured 
Shops in Yunnan.”

 “Unlike machine mounting, 
which can be done while you wait, 
hand-mounting requires about sev-

enteen procedures. It takes five days 
to finalize the design. Then you need 
to remove any rough edges, apply a 
waxy film and complete other tasks,” 
said Qin Yonglin. For a painting or 
calligraphy work of average size, 
hand-mounting usually takes five to 
seven days, while machine-mount-
ing, if the customer wants it done 
quickly, can be finished in 30 min-
utes.

The famous “Cuanbaozi Tablet” 
and “Cuanlongyan Tablet” rubbings 
in Yunnan province were first rubbed 
on rice paper with pine-soot ink. They 
were both mounted by Wen Gu Tang. 
Today, however, Qin Yonglin rarely has 
opportunities to make tablet rubbings. 
For one thing, there are very few stone 
tablets to be rubbed. For another, auto-
mated printing has taken the place of 
rubbing. “It’s hard to say which is bet-
ter. We used to write with writing brush 
and now we type on computers. You 
can’t say which is better,” Qin Yonglin 
said with a sigh.

QinYonglin keeps his own collec-
tion of paintings and calligraphy works 
in a cabinet under a counter, which he 
takes out only when people offer to buy 
them. A few years ago, Qin Yonglin 
opened a gallery not far from Wen Gu 
Tang, but it eventually changed hands.

 “I’m already making preparations 
for another gallery. It will be an old-
style gallery, partly for mounting, partly 
for sales,” Qin Yonglin said. He wants 
to make sure that hand-mounting 
techniques will not be lost while in his 
hands. Hand-mounting will be passed 
on only when more people pay atten-
tion to it, he said.

BY LIU MEI

  The discovery sug-
gests that archosaurs, a 
crucial step in the evo-
lution of reptiles, lived 
a semi-aquatic life in a 
marine environment at 
a very early stage.”    

Researchers discover 
prehistoric animal fossil in Yunnan

DISCOVERY

Recently, researchers at the 
Institute of Vertebrate Palaeon-
tology and Palaeoanthropology, 
Chinese Academy of Sciences, 
discovered a nearly complete 
skeleton of a prehistoric animal 
in Yunnan.  I t  dates from the 
Middle Triassic limestone strata 
in Qujing City’s Fuyuan County. 
The skeleton is about two me-
ters in length, has an armoured 
body, a thick neck, a long tail, 

sharp and indented teeth, stout 
limbs and webbed feet. Scientists 
speculate it was a fierce predator 

living in a coastal marine envi-
ronment.

The newly discovered fossil 
is named Litorosuchussomnii, 
literally meaning alligator-like 
animal on a dreamy beach”. Li 
Chun, the researcher in charge 
of the excavation project, said 
that it was so named because he 
dreamed of a giant alligator-like 
animal walking on a beach one 
night not long after the fossil 
was discovered.

Studies show that this animal 

is a very primitive archosaur, 
which originally means “domi-
nant reptile”. Archosaurs include 
the dinosaurs, pterosaurs and 
alligators that we are all familiar 
with. Prior to the advent of the 
earliest dinosaurs, various prim-
itive archosaurs were already 
thriving on the planet.

The discovery suggests that 
archosaurs, a crucial step in the 
evolution of reptiles,  l ived a 
semi-aquatic life in a marine en-
vironment at a very early stage.

BY YANG ZHIGAO

Connectivity will 
lead to prosperity

VOICE

Three years ago, China proposed 
the Belt and Road Initiative. Adopting a 
global perspective, the effort emphasizes 
increased connectivity by land, as well 
as land-to-sea connectivity, while aiming 
to facilitate a restructuring of the global 
industrial chain. 

The topic of connectivity has re-
ceived great attention in recent years 
due to China’s influence. The world 
is not flat but connected. Connectiv-
ity is an important means to release 
developmental potential, as well as a 
necessary prerequisite for joint devel-
opment. Inspired by the Belt and Road 
Initiative, Parag Khanna, an advisor to 
the US National Intelligence Council, 
asserted that connectivity determines a 
country’s competitiveness. He asserts 
this is a 21st century reality in his book 
Connectography: Mapping the Future 
of Global Civilization.

It takes time to achieve connectivity. 
At the 24th APEC Informal Leadership 
Meeting held in Lima on November 20, 
Chinese President Xi Jinping stressed 
the need to stay committed to breaking 
bottlenecks in regional connectivity. 
He said that increased connectivity will 

ensure the smooth flow of the lifeblood 
in the Asia-Pacific economy. He further 
stressed the need to take more collective 
and individual action to implement the 
Connectivity Blueprint for 2015-2025 
adopted in APEC Beijing Meeting in 
2014 and to promote connectivity in 
infrastructure, institutions and personnel 
flows. 

The Declaration of the 24th APEC 
Economic Leaders’ Meeting actively 
responded to China’s initiative and prop-
osition: “We welcome the initiatives put 
forth to achieve comprehensive regional 
connectivity, which are being jointly built 
through consultation to meet the interests 
of all. We encourage further implemen-
tation of these initiatives with the view of 
promoting policy coordination, facilities 
connectivity, unimpeded trade, financial 
integration, and people-to-people bonds 
in the region. ”

It is predictable that connectivity will 
link not only the Asia-Pacific region but 
also the world, and will lead to a pros-
perous future as well. (The author is a 
senior research fellow with Chaoyang 
Institute for Financial Studies, Renmin 
University of China. And This article is 
originally published in People’s Daily 
Overseas Edition. )

BY WANG YIWEI

Yunnan Geology Tour takes you 
through 4.6 billion years of history

GEOLOGY

Yunnan establishing one billion 
yuan biomedical investment fund

INDUSTRY

Recently, the Council of Yun-
nan Transformation of Scientific 
and Technological Achievements 
and Venture Investment Fund 
(YTSTAVIF) agreed to establish 
a one billion yuan fund to help 
boost the further development 
of the of biomedicine and big 
health industry in Yunnan prov-
ince.

Since its inception in 2013, 
YTSTAVIF has attracted venture 
investment institutions, commer-
cial banks and other social funds 
to provide the province’s tech-
nological enterprises with equity 
or venture investment guiding 
funds. This is done to facilitate 
the integration of technology 
and finance while promoting the 
industrialization of scientific and 
technological achievements. In 
April 2016, the Yunnan Provin-
cial Department of Science and 
Technology, and the Yunnan Pro-
vincial Department of Finance, 
began making preparations for 
the establishment of a biomedi-
cine and big health industry fund 
managed by YTSTAVIF.

After pre-negotiations and a 
review by the Investment Ad-
visory Committee, as well as 
other preliminary work, the YT-

STAVIF Council unanimously 
agreed to establish a one billion 
yuan investment fund for the 
transformation and industrial-
ization of biomedicine and big 
health achievements in Yunnan. 

The fund will cover the sectors 
of old age, health preservation, 
health care, fitness and other 
emerging big health industries. 
It will also focus on the devel-
opment of new drugs, vaccines, 

h igh-qual i ty  Chinese  herba l 
medicines and health materials, 
traditional Chinese medicines 
( e thn ic  med ic ines ) ,  b io t ech 
drugs, functional health prod-
ucts and others.

BY JI ZHENG

An Australian businessman’s
dream of flowers

FOREIGNERS IN YUNNAN

The Australian merchant John 
Khalil plants flowers in Shuanghe 
Township, Jinning County, Yunnan 
Province. Like his Chinese peers and 
colleagues, he hopes to plant more and 
better flowers to sell all over the world.

John Khalil firmly believes that he 
can achieve his colourful flower dream 
in Jinning, although his wife thought 
her husband was crazy at the beginning. 
To his wife’s frustration, John Khalil, 
executive director of Lynch Group, the 
largest flower grower and wholesaler in 
Australia and the southern hemisphere, 
came to Yunnan and opened a flower 
farm in the small mountain village.

John Khalil has good business 
acumen for the flower industry, and 
did not choose Jinning without good 
reason. Today, Yunnan’s fresh cut 
flowers make up about 75 percent 
of the total domestic market. At 
Kunming’s Dounan Flower Mar-
ket, 70 percent of fresh cut flowers 
are produced in Jinning, which 
claims the title of “first among all 
Chinese towns in flowers.”

In 2007, Lynch Group set up 
a flower procuring and processing 
centre in Jincheng, which exported 
10,000 to 20,000 plants to Australia 

each week. In 2014, the centre was 
upgraded and became a fresh cut 
flower production base. It now exports 
between 200,000 to 300,000 plants to 
Australia on a weekly basis. Today, 
this supply still falls behind Australian.

Lynch Group attaches great impor-
tance to the Chinese market. John said 
that China holds and will maintain an 
important position in his company’s 
development strategy. This is because, 
he says, “the favourable climate 
here is suitable for planting flowers; 
the local market promises great 

opportunities; and the government 
is ready to support agricultural 
development and foreign business 
people.”

 “With the help of intelligent 
local people, our flower production 
base will certainly become a world-
class one. Our group enjoys a high 
worldwide reputation, but it is not 
yet known to many Chinese people. 
We hope to turn it into a well-known 
flower production base in China,” 
John said. (People’s Daily Overseas 
Edition)

pairs of
HSR trains

Fei Xuan, a famous geologist, and Za 
Shi, a Chinese cartoonist, recently created 
the Yunnan Geology Tour, China’s first 
hand-painted geology book. It compre-
hensively introduces readers to Yunnan’s 
geological evolution.

When Fei Xuan was exploring the 
Sahara in 2006, he discovered it con-
tained the largest freshwater lake. He 
came to the conclusion that we actually 
know little about the land under our feet. 
Why is Yunnan referred to as a red land? 
Why do three large rivers flow parallel in 

Yunnan? We can only find the answers to 
these questions by understanding geolog-
ical history. After two years of pondering, 
collecting and collating materials, Fei 
Xuan completed the first draft of this 
book.

Later, a young Chinese cartoonist 
named Li Chuanzhi– also known as Za 
Shi hand-painted more than 300 illustra-
tions to perfectly interpret the geological 
information the book tries to convey.

A vivid popular science book, Yun-
nan Geology Tour spans 4.6 billion years 
to bring home to readers the geological 
evolution of the province.

BY LUO NAN

BY HU XIAORONG

BY ERIC WANG

John Khalil took a photo in his flower production base in central Yunnan's 
Jinning County.     Online photo

Yunnan boasts abundant biomedical resources, which provides huge opportunities for developing biomedicine 
industry. Pictured here is a Yunnan local researcher who is checking a kind of vaccine his institute developed and re
searched.                                                                                                                                                      Photo by Yang Zheng

This is an inner page of the Yunnan Geology Tour.  Painted by Za Shi


