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China pledges vigorous poverty relief 
Poverty eradicationVoice
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China pledged to pull another 10 
million people out of dire poverty this 
year and promised to adopt targeted 
measures against corruption and mis-
conduct in the poverty relief sector.

The 2018 goal of 10 million people 
includes 2.8 million who are to be relo-
cated from inhospitable areas, Chinese-
Premier Li Keqiang said when deliver-
ing the Government Work Report at the 
annual legislative session on Monday.

Poverty alleviation efforts will be 
carried out by developing local indus-
tries, education and healthcare, the pre-
mier said.

In the most recent five-year period, 
China's impoverished population-which 
stood at more than 98 million at the end 

of 2012-was cut by two-thirds, the best 
performance in the country's history of 
poverty reduction.

The country has set a goal to com-
plete the building of a "moderately 
prosperous society" in all respects by 
2020, which requires the eradication of 
extreme poverty.

The current poverty line in China is 
net annual income of 2,300 yuan ($362) 
in real terms in 2010.

Li said China will do more to sup-
port poor areas, and the national budget's 
newly enlarged pool of poverty reduc-
tion funds and related investments will 
be weighted toward those areas.

China will tailor anti-poverty mea-
sures to individuals and households to 
ensure that those most vulnerable to 
poverty, including the elderly, people 

with disabilities and people with serious 
diseases, receive the assistance they 
need, he said.

Relief policies will remain un-
changed for those already lifted out of 
dire circumstances.

Those who have fallen into poverty 
more recently, and those who slip back 
into poverty, will receive prompt sup-
port, the premier added.

Li also promised targeted measures 
against corruption and misconduct in 
poverty alleviation.

Lei Ming, director of the Insti-
tute on Poverty Research at Peking 
University, said the shift of the relief 
effort's focus toward areas and people 
affected by extreme poverty shows 
that the campaign has entered the "the 
final sprint phase".

"The task is getting increasingly 
arduous as it approaches the finishing 
line. Most of the remaining 30 million 
poor are either living in inhospitable 
areas or belong to the most vulnerable 
groups, including the old and the dis-
abled, a situation that entails relocation 
or government covering their basic liv-
ing costs," Lei said.

Lei hailed the severe punishments 
aimed at corruption and praised a sys-
tem design that stems misconduct in the 
sector, but he also noted that care should 
be used to avoid dampening poverty 
relief officials" enthusiasm.

"Corruption does exist in the sec-
tor, but most officials are hardworking 
and have self-discipline, otherwise 
the achievements wouldn't have been 
made," he said.
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Spotlight

Editor’s note:
At present, there is still poverty in most developing countries in the world. The achievements China has made in eradicating poverty will be a great encour-
agement to all developing countries. In the on-going “Two Sessions” of China, getting rid of poverty is a high-frequency phrase. Eradicating poverty is the 
short board China is trying to make up for in its development. It is also a place for mutual learning between China and Thailand. Starting from this issue, 
we will launch a series of “Eradicate Poverty” sections and systematically introduce China’s (Yunnan’s) policy-making, progress, methods and stories in 
poverty eradication.

According to Yunnan Provincial 
Administration of Foreign Experts 
Affairs, Yunnan’s first foreign talent 
visa (R visa) was issued to Metha 
Wanapat, a Thai zoologist on March 
1.

Metha Wanapat is a renowned 
zoologist in Asia and Australia. He 
said that acquiring Yunnan’s first 
R visa with the validity of 10 years 
and multiple entries is very exciting. 
The new visa system is very conve-
nient, and it will attract more foreign 
talents to work in Yunnan.

  Starting on March 1, Yunnan 
Province will issue the ten-year R 
visa for foreign talents, which means 
Yunnan will ease visa applications 
for foreign professionals and skilled 
workers. 

Who can apply?
High-end Foreign Talents (Cate-

gory A)
Category A foreign talents, sub-

ject of the “green channel” and “ad-
missible absence for procedure” ser-
vices, include scientists, science and 
technology leading talents, interna-
tional entrepreneurs, special talents 
and other foreign high-end talents 
urgently needed in the economic and 
social development of China who 
fall in line with the national priority 
list for foreign talents and any of the 
following conditions:(A) Selected 
for the Domestic Talents Programs; 
(B) Conforming to the international 
criteria of professional achievement; 
(D) Innovative and entrepreneurial 
talents;(E) Outstanding young tal-
ents;(F) Graded 85 points or more in 
the points-based system

How to apply?
If a foreigner talent wants to ap-

ply for the R visa outside China, the 
invitation organization will apply 
to the foreigner employment man-
agement department directly under 
the people’s government of a cer-
tain province/ autonomous region/
municipality (hereinafter referred to 
as the provincial foreigner employ-
ment management department) and 
submit the application form online, 
invitation letter from a Chinese 
organization and relevant certifica-
tions that conform to the standard of 
the R visa talent.

What are the required docu-
ments?

For the applicant who meets the 
standard of foreign high-level talent, 
the provincial foreigner employ-
ment management department will 
issue an online confirmation letter to 
the invitation organization within 5 
working days, and exchange confir-
mation letter for high level foreign 
talents and other information to 
Chinese embassy, consulate or other 
overseas agency authorized by the 
ministry of foreign affairs in the ap-
plicant’s country (region). The State 
Administration of Foreign Experts 
Affairs will share the above-said 
information with the Chinese min-
istries of foreign affairs and public 
security.

For more information,please vis-
it the following address:

ht tp: / /english.yunnan.cn/
html/2018/latestnews_0226/13600.
html

China’s “Two Sessions” are the 
most intensively policy planned 
platforms for the great nation of 
China each year. As an ambassador 
to China, I pay close attention to 
all the information released by the 
Two Session in China. I think that 
the Two Sessions are the best oppor-
tunity to read about the miracle of 
China.

As a good friend and important 
trading partner of China, Mexico 
has been paying close attention to 
the Two Sessions and the process of 
China’s reform and development. 
We are particularly interested in the 
comprehensive deepening of the 
reform process that President Xi 
Jinping has promoted since 2013. 
China’s glorious achievements have 
made it impressive to other coun-
tries.

I have been to Shanghai, Zhuhai, 
Nanjing, Guangzhou, Tianjin, as 
well as other cities. I inspected some 
rural areas along the Yangtze River. 
I have also taken several high-speed 
rail trains to experience the “China 
speed”. As a witness to China’s de-
velopment, I sincerely admire its sig-
nificant progress in comprehensively 
deepening reforms. China’s reform, 
development and social progress 
are undoubtedly comprehensive, 
which is the consensus of many 
international observers. The road to 
expansively deepening reforms in 
China has established a model for 
the majority of developing countries. 
Despite the fact that a road with 
Chinese characteristics cannot be 
duplicated, its national construction 
ideas and social governance meth-
ods can inspire the majority of Latin 
American countries to explore a de-
velopment path that fits conditions 
in their own countries. For example, 
in aspects such as reducing poverty 
and eradicating poverty, creating 
jobs, protecting the ecological envi-
ronment, innovating industrial tech-
nology, and promoting urbanization, 
China’s experience and practices are 
particularly worth learning.  

I have been pondering how Chi-
na miraculously jumped from being 
a country with a large agricultural 
population to the second largest 
economy in the world. It has also 
led the world’s economic growth 
for decades and continues to be at 
the forefront of a new generation of 
industrial technological revolutions. 
I think that to unlock the deep-seat-
ed secret of the Chinese miracle, 
the answer probably lies in the set 
of national governance policies and 
decision-making mechanisms of this 
great country. It consists of a ruling 
party that is good at long-term vision 
and centralized leadership.

(José Luis Bernal, Mexican am-
bassador to China. From People’s 
Daily)

The two sessions refer to the 
annual sessions of China’s National 
People’s Congress and the National 
Committee of the Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference, 
which are scheduled to convene in 
March normally.

All Chinese citizens above the 
age of 18 have the right to vote and 
run in an election of NPC deputies, 
which is normally held every five 
years. The exceptions are those who 
have been stripped of their political 
rights, such as convicted criminals. A 
deputy serves a term of five years.

NPC and CPPCC have different 
natures, different legal statuses, pow-
er and functions, different modes of 
selection and different work modes.

 （Chinadaily）

On March 8, the Guangxi Liuzhou 
Railway Vocational and Technical Col-
lege held the opening ceremony for the 
first batch of 28 Thai international stu-
dents. These Thai students came to study 
China’s high-speed rail technology.

With the continuous deepening of 
cooperation between China and Thailand 
in the high-speed rail field, the Liuzhou 
Railway Vocational and Technical Col-
lege connected with many Thai universi-
ties in order to resolve problem of lack of 
talent for local railways in Thailand. 

Zhou Lan, Director of Academic 
Affairs Department of Liuzhou Railway 
Vocational and Technical College, stated 
that in 2015, they signed an inter-school 
cooperation agreement with the Thai 
Ayutthaya Institute of Business and 
Technology determining that the “1+1.5” 
cooperation method should be used to 
train international students. After study-
ing in Thailand for one year and having 
qualified and obtained corresponding 
Chinese language level certificates, Thai 
students can come to China to study for 
one and a half years as long as they meet 

the visa requirements.
“After all the studies in China and 

Thailand are completed, qualifying 
students will receive diplomas from 
universities in both China and Thailand. 
This project is welcomed by students in 
Thailand,” said Zhou Lan.

The 28 international students will 
study high speed rail related majors, 
mainly including railway signal auto-
mation, railway engineering technolo-
gy and so on.

20-year-old Sutama came from 
Sachaburi, Thailand. She just arrived 
at the Liuzhou Railway Vocational and 
Technical College to study and was 
very excited. She said that in the future, 
China-Thailand railway cooperation 
will become more in-depth and the Thai 
railway industry has a promising future. 
She wanted to study hard here and bring 
the related technology of high-speed rail 
development in China back to Thailand. 

So far, the school has set up five “training 
classes for vocational teachers in rail trans-
portation”, and trained more than 70 Thai 
teachers. The cooperation between the col-
lege and Thailand in the field of rail transit is 
continuing to deepen

 At China’s “Two Sessions”, the 
government work report put forward 
by Prime Minister Li Keqiang pro-
posed that in 2018, we must “strength-
en the opening up of the western, 
inland and border areas and create new 
space for economic cooperation.”

 Under the leadership of Li Jiang,a 
member of the CPPCC and Chairman 
of the Yunnan Provincial Committee 
of the Chinese People’s Political Con-
sultative Conference, Yunnan mem-
bers of the CPPCC jointly initiated the 
“Proposal on Enhancing the Image of 
China’s Hub of Southeast Asian Key 
Port Cities,” and called for special tar-
iffs and supporting development poli-
cies for Ruili City, Hekou County, and 
Mohan Port, to effectively improve 

the image of China’s hub of Southeast 
Asia’s key ports in cities, and give full 
play to the important supporting role 
of the cities along the border, to pro-
mote the construction of the Belt and 
Road.

  Yunnan members of the CPPCC 
National Committee believe that Rui-
li, Hekou, and Mohan in Yunnan are 
important nodes on the China-Myan-
mar, China-Vietnam, and China-Laos 
economic corridors. We hope that the 
Yunnan border highway projects will 
be included in national planning to 
strengthen the infrastructure construc-
tion for interconnection, to provide 
guarantees for the construction of 
economic corridors; and to support 
key cities such as Ruili, Hekou, and 

Mohan in infrastructure construction, 
industry, finance and taxation policies, 
etc. to enhance the image of the coun-
try and to give better play to its role as 
a hub.

Huang Liyun, a CPPCC national 
member, submitted the “Proposal on 
Accelerating the Construction of the 
China-Myanmar Economic Corridor” 
and called for the inclusion of the 
China-Myanmar Economic Corridor 
in the top-level design of the national 
Belt and Road construction, increased 
investment in cross-border infrastruc-
ture construction, and accelerated 
construction of the China-Myanmar 
border economic cooperation zone to 
facilitate the exchange of people in the 
border area between China and Myan-

mar. “Exploring the construction of the 
China-Myanmar Economic Corridor is 
a major consensus reached by high-lev-
el officials of China and Myanmar. The 
peoples of the two countries are waiting 
expectantly and the international com-
munity, especially South and Southeast 
Asian countries, are very interested.”

CPPCC Committee member He 
Qing called for the resumption of the Chi-
na-Myanmar railway construction as soon 
as possible, to co-ordinate the Western 
Route project for the construction of the 
Trans-Asian Railway, and the construction 
plan for the Ruili-Mujie-Jiaopiao Railway, 
with one-time planning and step-by-step 
implementation.

(By Cheng Sanjuan, Yin Ruifeng 
and Liu Xiaoying)
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    Tourists take photos of cherry blossoms at Yuantongshan Park in 
Kunming, capital of southwest China's Yunnan Province, March 6, 
2018. The cultivation of cherry blossoms in Kunming can be traced 
back to as early as the 13th century. Nowadays, the cherry blossoms at 
Kunming's Yuantongshan Park are a popular spring attraction for locals 
and tourists alike.        (Photo by Xinhua/Li Yiguang)

People in Weishan County, north Yunnan Province are benefiting from  organic-
dried ballonflower planting.                                              (Photo by Lu Xiangrong)
                

Agricultural products processing industry brings local people prosperity, Nuji-
ang,northwest Yunnan Province                 (File Photo)

Metha Wanapat (L), a Thai zoolo-
gist received Yunnan’s first 10-year 
R visa on March 1

 (Photo provided by YPAFEA)
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