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OPENING UP 

“The  Lancang-Mekong 
Cooperation (LMC) Mecha-
nism has progressed rapidly 
from a period of cultiva-
tion to its current phase of 
growth. We are gradually 
expanding the scope of co-
operation to address the 
needs of Lancang-Mekong 
states in terms of continuous 
development. We are also 
working together to build 
the Lancang-Mekong Eco-
nomic Development Belt,” 
said H.E. Prak Sokhonn, 
Cambodian Minis ter  of 
Foreign Affairs and Interna-
tional Cooperation, during a 
recent interview concerning 
the LMC Mechanism. 

The LMC is a new type 
of cooperative sub-regional 
platform jointly under-
taken and established by 
China, Cambodia, Laos, 
Myanmar, Thailand and 
Vietnam. In January 2018, 
the Second LMC Leaders’ 
Meeting was held in Phnom 
Penh, Cambodia. And the 
leaders determined the week 
in which there is a March 
23(the day of the first LMC 
Leaders’ Meeting), to be the 
Lancang-Mekong Week. 
During the Lancang-Mekong 
Week, various exchanges 
will be held. The 2018 week 

marked the first Lancang-
Mekong Week since the 
establishment of the LMC 
Mechanism. 

H.E. Prak Sokhonn said 
that the LMC Mechanism is 
about both “peace and de-
velopment.” The LMC will 
focus on areas such as con-
nectivity, production capac-
ity, cross-border economic 
cooperation, shared water 
resources, agriculture and 
poverty alleviation. It will 
help narrow the develop-
ment gap among the coun-
tries of the Mekong River 
Basin, while also accelerat-
ing progress surrounding 
the  ASEAN Economic 
Community by promoting 
sustainable development in 
the sub-region.

 “As a project-driven ini-
tiative mechanism, the LMC 
makes all member states feel 
that they are masters,” Prak 
Sokhonn said. “Compared 
with other mechanisms, the 
LMC is a new breed. We have 
achieved a lot of specific re-
sults driven by political influ-
ence. The strong leadership 
and political support of the 
leaders of these six countries 
is truly an advantage.” 

By Mao Penfei 
(Xinhua)

NEIGHBOUR

The construction of cross-
border Friendship Tunnel on 
China-Laos railway is proceed-
ing smoothly, the Chinese com-
pany in charge of the project 
said on April 1.

“We have made a 300-me-
ter entrance into the cross-
border mountains, and will 
have half of the job done in 
the Lao side at the end of this 
year,” Wang Xiaodong, Chi-
nese communist party secretary 
of the construction unit boring 
the Friendship Tunnel from 
the Lao side, told Xinhua in 
northern Lao border town Bo-
ten, some 400 km north of Lao 
capital Vientiane.

China Rai lway No.  2 
Group Co., Ltd, which is re-
sponsible for construction of 
the northernmost and southern-
most sections of China-Laos 
railway, is boring the China-
Laos Friendship Tunnel from 
each side.

The tunnel, with the to-
tal length of 9,595 meters, is 
divided into two parts, 7,170 
meters in the Chinese side and 
2,425 meters in the Lao side.

The entrance to the tunnel 
of the Lao side had been com-
pletely finished, and the work-
ers were planting shrubs and 
flowers on some 50-meter-long 
side slopes, Wang said.

“The construction is pro-
ceeding smoothly, with quality, 
safety and time schedule of the 
work under control,” Wang 
said. “We have confidence in 
achieving a model project.” 
Wang said.

(Xinhua)

 “Thousand Talents Programme” of
 Yunnan hailed by foreign experts

Having lived in Yunnan for 
three years, Kirianaki Kse-
niia from Ukraine describes 
herself as an authentic Yun-
nan girl, despite not eating 
chili pepper. For her, the 
ethnic culture in Yunnan has 
become a part of her life.

 Kirianaki Kseniia is a 
graduate student majoring in 
tourism management in the 
Southwest Forestry Univer-
sity in Kunming, capital city 
of Yunnan Province. And she 
has her understanding to the 
province. “I think there is 
an incompatible advantage 
in studying tourism in Yun-
nan.” Through her study, 
Kseniia found that Yunnan is 
abundant in both natural and 
cultural resources. 

When she visited Puz-
hehei in southeast Yunnan’s 
Wenshan Prefecture, it was 
the blooming season of lo-
tus flowers and local people 
picked lotus flowers, leaves, 
seeds and stems to cook all-lo-
tus feast. “I never tried lotus 
before, so it was surprising 
to see that 90 percent of the 
dishes were made of lotus. 
It was a feast for eyes and 
mouth,” Kseniia said. 

During her trips to west 
Yunnan’s Dehong Dai and 
Jingpo Autonomous Pre-
fecture and south Yunnan’s 
Xishuangbanna Dai Autono-
mous Prefecture, she learned 
paper cutting and elephant-
foot drum dance from the 
locals. And she was more 

than happy when she was 
invited to be a bridesmaid in 
an ethnic wedding ceremony. 
“I like the clothes of the Dai 
people. And the wedding 
gave me a deeper under-
standing of their customs,” 

she said.
 “Now, Yunnan ethnic 

culture is not only my re-
search interest, but also a 
very important part of my 
life,” Kseniia said.

(Yunnan Daily)

VOICE

The implementing details for 
the “Thousand Talents Pro-
gram” of Yunnan Province 
were issued recently. Also 
known as the Yunnan Recruit-
ment Programme of Global 
Experts, the project is highly 
regarded by quite a few for-
eign experts working in Yun-
nan. 

As a high-end talents 
introduction programme, the 
“Thousand Talents Program” 
will undoubtedly provide job 
opportunities for international 
applicants while benefiting lo-
cal companies and industries. 
This, in turn, will help the 
overall development of Yun-
nan, said Zeng Xianfang, gen-
eral manager of Yuxi Zerun 
Biotechnology Company. 
Zeng comes from the United 

States. Beginning his work in 
Yunnan in 2016, Zeng Xian-
feng has been listed as a high-
end foreign expert.

“Agriculture is of spe-
cial importance to Yunnan. 
The “Thousand Talents 
Program” identifies mod-
ern agriculture as a key 
development area, which 
will help blaze new fields 
of study for researchers 
and better put into prac-
tice their research achieve-
ments.” Li Dongxuan, an 
agricultural expert from 
South Korea,  current ly 
conducts rice research at 
Yunnan Agricultural Uni-
versity. He has been work-
ing in Yunnan for more than 
ten years and won various 
scientific awards given to 

foreign experts.
“The programme reflects 

strong talent awareness in 
Yunnan Province,” said Yang 
Hongyi. He taught at Bath 
Spa University in the United 
Kingdom for more than 20 
years, and now works at 
Southwest Forestry Univer-
sity in Kunming.

Ya n g  b e l i e v e s  t h a t 
through the implementation 
of the “Thousand Talents Pro-
gramme”, a new overseas talent 
development system will be 
created. At the same time, the 
programme will also have a 
positive impact on Yunnan in 
building innovative talent teams 
and optimizing the environment 
for future development.

By Han Chengyuan and 
Liu Ziyu (Yunnan Daily)

Tunneling on
 China-Laos 
railway goes  

smoothly

China sends twin satellites into space with a single carrier rocket, adding two more members for 
its domestic BeiDou Navigation Satellite System (BDS), in Xichang of southwest China’s Si-
chuan Province, on March 30, 2018.                                             Photo by Liang Keyan (Xinhua)                           

NEWS IN BRIEF

FOREIGNERS IN YUNNAN

On April 4, Chen Wenshan, 
Chairman of the Yunnan 
Construction and Invest-
ment Group, and Souphanh 
Keomixay,  Min i s t e r  o f 
Planning and Investment 
of the Lao PDR, signed 
in Vientiane a concession 
agreement for the Vienti-
ane-Vang Vieng highway 
project.

According to the agree-
ment, the two sides will 
jointly set up a China-Laos  
expressway development 

company,  and  the  BOT 
(build-operate- transfer) 
mode will be adopted in 
investing, constructing and 
operating the Laotian high-
way.

As part of the Vienti-
ane-Boten highway and 
t h e  K u n m i n g - B a n g k o k 
highway, the 109-kilometre 
highway section will con-
sume a total investment of  
1.3 billion U.S. dollars. 

By Zhang Ruogu
(Yunnan Daily)

Container depot put into use 
near China-Laos border

The Inland Container De-
pot, operated by Lao In-
ternational ICD, officially 
went into operation at the 
Botan Special Economic 
Zone in northern Laos on 
March 28. It provides one-
stop inspection services 
for cross-border cargo at 
the nearby Chinese border 
crossing of Mohan.

Now logistic companies 
conducting business in the 
China-Laos Mohan-Boten 

Economic  Coope ra t ion 
Zone can enjoy more con-
venient freight transport, 
ca rgo  s torage ,  cus toms 
clearance and other servic-
es. The depot saves at least 
24 hours in transit time for 
Chinese companies.

The recent years have 
seen transport volume on 
t h e  K u n m i n g - B a n g k o k 
highway on the rise.

(Yunnan Daily)

Yunnan, Laos agree on BOT 
mode for highway project 

 Kseniia: Yunnan culture is part of my life
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Kseniia(Right) is dressed in Yunnan ethnic costumes. 


