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The Chinese State Immigra-
tion Administration was officially 
set up on April 2 to improve Chi-
na’s immigration management 
and provide better services to 
foreigners.

The new administration has 
integrated the entry and exit man-
agement and frontier inspection 
departments from the Ministry of 
Public Security, but is still under 
the ministry’s management.

According to the Ministry of 
Public Security, the new adminis-
tration will take charge of drawing 

up and coordinating immigration 
policies and supervising their im-
plementation, along with dealing 
with border control, foreigners’ 
stays, refugees and nationality.

It will take the lead in dealing 
with foreigners who enter illegally 
and will repatriate illegal immi-
grants. It will also offer exit and 
entry management services for 
Chinese citizens on private affairs 
and actively engage in internation-
al cooperation involving immigra-
tion, the ministry said.

“The new administration 

will help to improve the level of 
government management and 
services, and ensure the legitimate 
rights and other interests of im-
migrants in China,” said Huang 
Ningning, managing partner at 
Grandall Law Firm in Shanghai.

Once the new immigration 
administration is fully functioning, 
it “will promote China to select 
talent worldwide and actively par-
ticipate in international competi-
tion for talent”, said Wang Huiyao, 
director of the Center for China 
and Globalization. (China Daily)

Wang Jingjun had 
planned to move his com-
pany from Shenzhen to his 
home town in southwest 
China’s Chongqing Mu-
nicipality. He never expect-
ed that he would instead 
choose Yanshan County in 
Yunnan Province’s Wen-
shan Prefecture.

Now, Wang Jingjun 
feels that he made the right 
decision. After less than 
three months of prepara-
tion, the relocated company 
went into operation. Its first 
batch of products, 1,500 
vehicle-mounted 4G smart 
large-screen navigation 
sets, rolled off the assembly 
line and headed for markets 
nationwide. Better still, 16 
upstream and downstream 
companies have also settled 
in the county.

In recent years, Yan-
shan County, formerly 
dominated by agriculture, 

has become a strong 
location for industrial 
production. 58 companies 
including Mattel, Foxconn 
Technology, C&C Electric 
Power Technology and 
Jingdin Uniform now have 
operations there.

 “Our investment 
attraction efforts used to 
be indiscriminate. But to-
day, by attracting specific 
industrial chains, we have 
accelerated the shift of 

our industrial structure 
from low and middle 
end to the high end,” said 
Li Hong, secretary of 
Yanshan County Party 
Committee.

In order to blaze a trail 
of leap-frog development, 
the frontier province of 
Yunnan has sped up the de-
velopment of its industrial 
infrastructure. The results 
are new breakthroughs in 
the development of intelli-

gent terminals, new energy 
vehicles and other technol-
ogy sectors.

For a very long time, 
the economy of Yunnan 
Province was mainly based 
on tobacco, raw materials, 
energy production and 
other traditional industries. 
Intelligent manufacturing, 
information technology and 
other emerging industries 
now show strong momen-
tum, but they account for a 

relatively small proportion 
of the province’s overall 
economy. Faced with the 
dual pressure of growing 
and upgrading the econo-
my, the province strives to 
promote its own industrial 
transformation.

Five years into this 
process, Yunnan has 
cumulatively cut its pig 
iron production capacity 
by 1.56 million tons and 
crude steel production 
by 4.26 million tons. The 
elimination of substandard 
steel production has been 
reduced by six million tons, 
while coal production has 
decreased by 37.76 million 
tons. Meanwhile, a total of  
118 “zombie enterprises” 
have been eliminated. Over 
the same time, the prov-
ince has actively looked 
to transform and upgrade 
its traditional industries 
while accelerating innova-
tion-driven development.    

                          (Xinhua) 

Yunnan changes industrial drivers 
to promote economic growth

 Track laying of the Guangtong-Dali section of the China-Myanmar international railway was completed on April 2. 
The section is 175 kilometers long and the designed speed is 200 kilometers per hour. After it is put into operation, 
the travel time for Kunming to Dali will be reduced to 2 hours.    Photo by Hu Xiaorong                    

River chiefs bring clean 
water back to Lijiang

At the first session of the 13th 
National People’s Congress, Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping once 
again declared to the world that 
China will push for building an 
open, inclusive, clean, and beautiful 
world that enjoys lasting peace, 
universal security and common 
prosperity. In other words, let the 
sunshine of a community of shared 
future for mankind illuminate the 
world.

The Chinese people, valuing 
honesty and benevolence, have 
always had a sense of justice and 
compassion. The Chinese people 
have always tied their destiny close-
ly to that of other people around 
the world. The Chinese people, 
upholding the great spirit of the 
Chinese nation, have always paid 
close attention and provided unself-
ish assistance to people who still 
live through war, turmoil, hunger 
and poverty. This wish of the Chi-
nese people is sincere. China will 
never pursue development at the 
expense of the interests of others. 
China’s development does not 
pose a threat to any other coun-
try. China will never seek hege-
mony or engage in expansion.

The world we live in is full 
of both hope and challenges. No 
country can meet the challenges 
faced by mankind alone, and no 
country can turn itself into an isolat-
ed island. The people of all coun-
tries dream of living happy and 
beautiful lives. The times of peace, 
development, cooperation, and 
win-win situations are unstoppa-
ble, and building a community 
of shared future for mankind is 
the only way.

The Communist Party of Chi-
na and the Chinese people have 
gone through trials and tribulations. 
These experiences have taught us 
that peace is precious and develop-
ment must be valued. We always 
believe that only if the world is 
good can China be good; only if 
China is good will the world be bet-
ter. China in a new era will continue 
to work together with the people 
of all countries for the peaceful 
development of the world. We will 
continue to build a community 
of shared future for mankind. We 
will always work for world peace, 
contribute to global development 
and uphold international order. 
(People’s Daily)                        

Community of shared 
future for mankind 

illuminates the world
Civil engineering work on 

the initial section of the Sino-Thai 
railway’s first phase is pro-
gressing smoothly, said Thanin 
Somboon, Director General of 
the Department of Highways 
at the Ministry of Transport of 
Thailand on March 22.

Mr. Thanin said that China 
is responsible for the design of 
the high-speed railway project. 
Meanwhile, the Thai Depart-
ment of Highways is mainly re-
sponsible for creating the line’s 
embankment and other civil 
engineering works. China will 
also be responsible for laying 
the tracks and other follow-up 
work. China and Thailand are 
cooperating well in the construc-
tion of the first section, and the 
bilateral experience is expected 
to be applied to the construction 
of remaining portions of the 
project.

The kickoff ceremony for 
the first phase of the Sino-Thai 
Railway, the Bangkok-Nakhon 
Ratchasima section, was held 
on December 21 last year in 
Pak Chong, Nakhon Ratchasi-
ma. (Xinhua) 

First section of 
Sino-Thai railway 

progressing smoothly

Lijiang, a renowned tourist 
city in Yunnan province, has 
seen strong results since it began 
implementing its “river chief 
system” in June 2017 to protect 
local lakes, rivers, reservoirs and 
canals.

Lijiang has established a 
four-level river chief system 
which includes rivers in local 
municipalities, counties, town-
ships and villages as well as a 
two-level inspection system and 
relevant supporting policies.

Chen Biao, head of the 
Lijiang water authority, stated 
that Lijiang has set up a total 
of 1,199 river chiefs, including 
16 for city-level rivers, 443 for 
township-level rivers, and 665 
for village-level rivers. As many 
as 2,355 patrols have been set 
up on countless rivers under the 
river chief system in 2017.

Lijiang also established 762 
sign boards across the city pro-
moting the river chief system 
and employed 33 people to 
supervise the implementation of 
the system in 2017.

Chen said that last year 

Lijiang achieved remarkable 
success in the protection and 
management of Lugu Lake and 
Chenghai Lake, the comprehen-
sive management of the water 
environment around the Yang-
gong River, and the improve-
ment of the tourism market at 
Lashi Lake.

This year the city will estab-
lish an information platform for 
river chiefs and a monitoring 
and evaluation system for rivers, 
lakes, reservoirs and canals.

At the end of 2016, Chinese 
central authorities issued guide-
lines for appointing local gov-
ernment heads as river chiefs 
across the nation to clean up and 
protect its water resources.

As mayors and county heads 
are responsible for cities and 
counties, river chiefs are respon-
sible for the management and 
protection of water resources, 
according to a document for-
warded by the general offices of 
the Communist Party of China 
Central Committee and the State 
Council.

                        (China Daily)
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China sets up new immigration department
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Last year, the first batch of robots rolled off from the assembly line of Ubtech company in 
Kunming.                                                                                                Photo by Zhang Yanqun

    The clean and tranquil Lugu Lake in Lijiang.   Photo by Zhou Can

On March 30, Yunnan Minzu 
University(YMU), together with 
its counterparts both at home 
and abroad, unveiled three Tai 
Chi organizations, including the 
International University Associa-
tion for Tai Chi, Tai Chi Institute, 
and International Academy for 
Tai Chi. According to Yunnan 
Minzu University, the move is in 
a bid to promote Tai Chi, while 
also making the education of this 
traditional Chinese martial art 
more standardized and interna-
tional.

At the unveiling ceremony, 
one thousand masters and learners 

from Yunnan Minzu University, 
Myanmar Wushu Federation and 
other organizations practiced Tai 
Chi together. Involving slow and 
graceful moves, the practice of 
Tai Chi has been passed down 
in China for thousands of years. 
According to statistics, Tai Chi 
has been spread to more than one 
hundred foreign countries. 

The establishment of the three 
organizations has made Yunnan 
Minzu University a place where 
Chinese Tai Chi meets Indian 
Yoga. In June 2015, India’s first 
overseas yoga institute—In-
dia-China Yoga College—was 
established at Yunnan Minzu Uni-
versity.    (Xinhua)

 YMU presents Tai Chi to the world

BY HAN CHENGYUAN

Yunnan provincial forestry au-
thorities recently launched inves-
tigations into both the population 
and habitats of endangered green 
peacocks.

The research process will con-
tinue until mid-to-late May. The 
investigation team, in groups, has 
been sent to 53 counties where 
there are or might be green pea-
cocks. The team members will 
carry out interviews, line transacts 
and infrared camera surveys.

According to Yang Xiaojun, 
a researcher at the Kunming 
Institute of Zoology, Chinese 
Academy of Sciences, green pea-
cocks are classified as a national 

first-class protected wild animal 
in China and are included by the 
World Conservation Union on its 
red list of endangered species. The 
estimated population is between 
20,000 and 30,000 individuals. 
Most of them are distributed in 
Southeast Asia and neighboring 
areas. Green peacocks mainly live 
in tropical and subtropical, ever-
green broad-leaf forests and conif-
erous and broad-leaved mixed for-
ests. Habitats sit at altitudes of up 
to 2,000 metres above sea level. 
The birds’ favorite locales include 
forests, grasslands, riverbanks and 
open fields inside forests.

                                     (Xinhua)

Yunnan researches endangered 
green peacocks
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Living in Dali for 20 years
American fruit grower Faraz feels 

like a local  

 “I was born in Iran. I’m a 
U.S. citizen. And my home is in 
China,” 60-year-old Faraz always 
introduces himself like this. Back 
to the year of 1997, in charge of the 
Asian business of an international 
fresh fruit trading company, Faraz 
first visited west Yunnan’s Dali Bai 
Autonomous Prefecture on busi-
ness and the climate here caught his 
attention. 

“With its different elevation, 
Dali is suitable for planting diverse 
kinds of fruits.” Having this idea in 
mind, Faraz and his family moved 
to Dali two years later. And he tried 
to plant avocado and raspberry at 
first, but failed. In 2005, he coop-
erated with local villagers in Midu 
County, Dali Prefecture and suc-
cessfully planted about 10 acres of 
yellow lemons.

In 2002, Faraz began planting 
cherries in his Dali SOL Farm in 
Midu. The 15,000 cherry trees in 

his farm are currently at an average 
height of 2 meters, covering more 
than 10 varieties and the annual pro-
duction is five to six tons. This year, 
Faraz’s cherry harvest came in late 
February and early March, at least 
one month earlier than others’. And 
the price of his cherries reached 
over 200 yuan per kilogram, much 
higher than that of imported cher-
ries which were sold at 80 yuan per 
kilogram.

“Our goal is not to export 
cherries to other countries. With 
growing demands for high-quality 
food in China, I believe that safe, 
nutritious and tasty organic food 
will become more and more pop-
ular in the country,” said Faraz.

Faraz said that when he first 
came to Dali 20 years ago, he 
has difficulty in communicating 
with local people because of the 
language barriers. But now, as his 
work and life are closely associat-
ed with Dali, he feels like he is a 
local.

   Faraz picks cherries.    Online Photo

FOREIGNERS IN YUNNAN

New development models boost villagers’ incomes

“Last year I took the initiative 
to plant five mu of morels. I didn’t 
expect that the income from them 
would be high, but I earned more 
than 60,000 yuan,” Zhao Yonghua, 
a grower in Nuozhang Village, 
said with a big smile.

Nuozhang, located in Lincang 
City’s Cangyuan County, is a small 
village with 38 poor households 
and 89 poor people. Last year, 
Nuozhang Village introduced two 
development models, “company 
plus village collective economic 
entity plus farmer households” 
and “party members plus farmer 
households”. With the further 
adjustment of the agricultural 
production structure, as well as the 
rural economic structure, farmer 
incomes in the village are rising.

Morels contain at least eight 
vitamins and are as nutritious as 
meat. “Last year our village decid-
ed to trial plant morels. Six people 
in three poor households joined us. 

Now those three households have 
been lifted out of poverty,” Zha 
Si, Party Secretary of Nuozhang 
Village, said happily.

The village has 41 households 
and 168 farmers. They have plant-
ed more than 80 mu of morels, 
achieving an output of 3.51 tons 
and a total revenue of 960,000 
yuan last year. The villagers earned 
576,000 yuan, which is the equiva-
lent of 14,000 yuan per household, 
while the village received 30,000 

yuan.
The people in Nuozhang Vil-

lage are now enthusiastic about 
growing morels because the costs 
are low, while the benefits are 
good and the financial returns 
quick. “Aware of the benefits, we 
will mobilize poor households to 
increase morel coverage to 200 
mu this year. We expect to achieve 
a production value of 1.6 million 
yuan. We hope more morel grow-
ers will become rich,” said Zha Si.

Planting morels has become a new way to increase farmers’ income in 
Yunnan.  Photo by Li Shouhua
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