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CONNECTIVITY

Chinese courts will
 continue to 'respect,

abide by IP rules'

An’ning in bloom, 
trip of delicious roses

Chinese courts will continue 
to uphold legal protections 
while handling foreign-
related intellectual property 
cases to further improve 
technological innovations, 
officials from the nation’s 
top court said on April 18.

“We’ve paid atten-
tion to the recent Sino-US 
trade frictions, but our 
attitude—providing equal 
legal protection to each 
party in a dispute, no mat-
ter where it is from—has 
never changed,” said Song 
Xiaoming, chief judge of 
IP division of the Supreme 
People’s Court.

“All  Chinese courts 
will continue to respect and 
strictly abide by IP-related 
international conventions 
and rules to ensure each 
owner of IP rights will be 
fully protected,” he told af-
ter a news conference on IP 
case hearings.

The proportion of IP 
cases involving overseas 
interests annually has been 
as high as 20 percent since 
2015 and is increasing, ac-
cording to the top court 
Most such cases involve 
patents and trademarks and 
are related to the US, “and 
IP disputes about business 

secrets have become fre-
quent recently”, Song said.

In some cases, both par-
ties were foreign companies 
based in China, “which also 
showed our legal protection 
of IP rights has earned their 
trust”, he added. Last year, 
Chinese courts accepted 
237,242 new IP cases, up 
33.5 percent year-on-year, 
and 225,678 cases were 
concluded, an increase of 
31.4 percent, according to 
the top court.

 Chinese courts also 
have given more serious 
punishment to IP violators, 
said Tao Kaiyuan, the top 
court’s vice-president spe-
cializing in hearing IP cas-
es. “We’ve increased com-
pensation for people whose 
IP rights were harmed be-
cause we realized that legal 
protection is the best way to 
safeguard technological in-
novations,” she said.

(China Daily)

In late spring, most flow-
ers fade away, but roses are 
full-blown in central Yun-
nan’s An’ning City. 

 The 647-hectare edible 
roses are planted in the Ba-
jie town, which is some 38 
kilometers southwest of the 
government seat of An’ning 
City. Now the roses are in 
full bloom, and the flower-
ing period is expected to 

last till May 20.
In  these  days ,  local 

folks are busy picking roses 
and restaurants are treat-
ing diners with special rose 
banquets. The beautiful and 
tasty rose dishes are cou-
pled with romantic names, 
such as “blue lover”, “daz-
zling beauty”, “flying color” 
and others.

       (Yunnan Gateway)

Readers’ Day of four periodicals
 marked in Kunming 

Construction advances fast
 as railway takes shape

Yunnan Daily Press Group 
and The Mekong Periodical 
Office have held the “Read-
ers’ Day” function themed 
“One River, One Family” in 
Kunming, Yunnan Province 
on April 28.

Attendees of the event 

involve in-Kunming consuls 
general, consuls, business 
delegates, translators, uni-
versity teachers and interna-
tional college students from 
China, Cambodia, Laos, My-
anmar and Thailand. 

U Soe Paing, Consul-

General of Myarmar in Kun-
ming, said: “The Mingalar 
magazine, using the Myan-
mar language to report Chi-
na’s politics and economy, 
helps promote exhanges and 
cooperation between the two 
countries.” 

All the 100 plus partici-
pants have something to do 
with the “four periodicals” 
under the Kunming-based 
periodical office, namely, 
Mingalar, Mekong, Champa 
and Khmer. Published in lo-
cal languages, the four news 
magazines are loved by the 
readers.

Khamphone Vongsanty, 
Consul-General of Laos in 
Kunming, said the “four 
periodicals” provide rich in-
formation for readers in the 
Mekong region, noting the 
Laotian Champa magazine’s 

progress in language.
Founded in 2005, Cham-

pa has played a positive role 
in the exchanges and mutual 
understanding between the 
two countries, helping the 
buildup of a China-Laos 
community with a shared 
future. The consul-general 
added.

International college stu-
dents from Cambodia, Laos, 
Myanmar and Thailand ei-
ther shared their stories with 
the publications or performed 
songs and dancing. Other at-
tendees also remarked on the 
periodicals. 

The four periodicals are 
sponsored by the State Coun-
cil Information Office of 
China. Since 2016, they have 
been run by Yunnan Daily 
Press Group. 

              (Yunnan Gateway)

VOICE

After more than a year’s 
construction, the China-
Laos  ra i lway  i s  t ak ing 
shape in  northern Laos 
bordering China.

“Now we have 2,401 
staff and 603 sets of equip-
ment at our construction 
sites,” Zhou Xiaoxia, the 
superintendent of the Chi-
na-Laos railway construc-
tion project’s first section, 
told Xinhua recently by 
phone.

T h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
from China Railway No. 5 
Engineering Group (CREG 
5) told Xinhua, up until the 
end of March, his unit had 
completed around 26 per-
cent of the project section.

“For example, we have 
bored more than 14 km of 
tunnels which is 44 percent 
of the total and set up the 
lower portion of bridges 
which span more than 
1,000 meters,” said Zhou.

In 2018, Section One 
of the China-Laos railway 
project will see tunnels ex-
tended between 18 km and 
20 km into the mountains 
and before Chinese New 
Year in February, 2019, 
the section will have bored 
through six tunnels, Huang 
Zongwen, a senior official 
with the China-Laos rail-
way construction project 

said during a tour to the 
construction sites.

He added that all the 
l o w e r  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e 
b r i d g e s ,  a n d  t h e  m a i n 
roadbed work will be fin-
ished in 2018 and, before 
June this year, most of the 
culverts will be built.

The China-Laos rail-
way construction project is 
divided into six sections. 
The CREG 5 is in charge 
of Section One in northern 
Laos, which borders China.

“There’s a feeling of 
real enthusiasm towards 
this construction project 
and our team has been 
touched by the eagerness 
and expectations of the 
Lao people towards the 
railway,” Hu Yong, a senior 
official at CREG 5 said.

“I am sure this year 

will see the construction 
work continue to boom 
and we can assure the 
timely and quality pro-
gress of the China-Laos 
railway.”

In  Hu  Yong’s  t eam, 
Boten Tunnel is listed as 
one of the China-Laos rail-
way’s “important but dif-
ficult” projects.

“We have almost bored 
half of the tunnel,” Hu said 
proudly. In the China-Laos 
border area, China Rail-
way No.2 Group (CREG 
2) is boring the Friendship 
Tunnel from each side.

The tunnel, with a total 
length of 9,595 meters, 
is divided into two parts, 
7,170 meters on the Chi-
nese side and 2,425 meters 
on the Lao side.

 (Xinhua)

Futian is a Yi ethnic village 
in Dali  Bai Autonomous 
Prefecture,  west  Yunnan 
Province. It is a high and 
cold mountainous area, 3,060 
metres above the sea level. In 
the past, the 36 households 
here relied on solar power 
alone, an option that simply 
did not work on rainy days. 

In 2013, the villagers 
began to use solar panels, 
which could basically pro-
vide electricity for lighting 
and televisions. However, ac-
cording to Lu Wenlong, head 
of the Yi ethnic settlement, 
each household was allowed 
only one electric lamp. 

In December 2016, a six-
kilometre-long power line 
was stretched to the village 
through the dense surround-
ing forest, ensuring 24-hour 
power for the villagers for the 
first time.

In recent years, electric 
power authorities in Yunnan 
have accelerated the transfor-
mation of rural power grids. 
Many related measures, such 
as moving people to small 
towns and centralised villag-
es, building motor-pumped 
wells, and bringing power to 
poor villages like the one in 
Dali Prefecture, have helped 
to improve the living stand-
ards of people in the prov-
ince’s rural areas.

    (Xinhua; Yunnan Daily)

Poor villages
 in Yunnan

 have access to
 electric power
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Readers from Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Thailand pose 
for a group photo at the event.                 (Photo by Liu Rong)                     

The cross-border Friendship Tunnel on China-Laos railway 
is under construction in Boten, Laos.            (Xinhua photo)                                                                                       
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