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Poor villages gain access to electric power

“I wish to emphasize that with 
regard to all those major initiatives 
of opening-up that I have just 
announced,  we have  every 
intention to translate them into 
reality, sooner rather than later,” 
said Chinese President Xi Jinping 
during a recent speech at the Boao 
Forum on Asia. 

President Xi talked about 
new reforming and opening up 
measures including “significantly 
broadening market access,” 
“creating a more at tractive 
i nves tmen t  env i ronmen t , ” 
“strengthening protection of 
intellectual property rights” and 
“expanding imports” from around 
the world. 

There’s been warm response to 
that message of further opening 
up. But there are also questions 
and suspicions, such as whether 
China would truly follow a path of 
reforms after 40 years of opening 
up to the rest of the world.  

Now, those suspicions are 
being dispelled as more and more 
concrete reforms are unveiled by 
the Chinese government. On April 
17, China’s top economic planner 
- the National Development and 
Reform Commission (NDRC) - 
announced that China will end 
shareholder limits for new energy 
vehicle firms this year, including 
those that produce electric cars. 

Three days later after his Boao 
speech, Xi Jinping announced 
another big move of plans to turn 
the Province of Hainan into a pilot 
free trade zone and then into a free 
trade port.

With its firm commitment to 
more reform and opening up, 
China, the second largest economy 
in the world, shoulders a massive 
responsibility to promote free 
trade and globalization. 

(Xu Qinduo , a political analyst 
for CRI and CGTN. Abridged 
from CRI online)

China offered 1.7 million 
U.S. dollars from the Lancang-
Mekong Cooperation (LMC) 
Special Fund to Thailand in April 
to boost cross-border economy 
and trade, business exchange and 
e-commerce.

The Chinese Ambassador 
t o  T h a i l a n d  Ly u  J i a n  a n d 
Permanent Secretary of the 
Thai Ministry of Commerce 
Nuntawan Sakuntanaga signed 
the cooperation agreement on the 
LMC Special Fund projects in 
April.

China  in i t ia ted  the  LMC 
Special Fund during the first LMC 
Leaders’ meeting in Sanya of 
China’s southern Hainan province 
in March 2016 with the aim of 
supporting the small and medium-
sized cooperation projects put 
forward by the six Lancang-
Mekong countries.

The six Lancang-Mekong 
c o u n t r i e s  i n c l u d e  C h i n a , 
Cambodia,Laos,Myanmar, Thailand 
and Vietnam.

Lyu said during the signing 
ceremony, “Our six countries have 

worked together in the past two 
years to turn the idea of LMC into 
reality, bringing benefits to our six 
countries and the region.”

Lyu said the Mekong countries 
will gain greater benefits as China 
will expand opening-up and 
continue to increase its input in the 
LMC.

China will maintain close 
cooperation with Thailand to 
deliver visible and tangible 
benefits to people in the region, 
Lyu added.

Sontirat thanked the Chinese 
government for  f inancial ly 
supporting the LMC cooperation 
a n d  s a i d  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n 
agreement will facilitate the LMC 
member countries to achieve their 
goals on social and economic 
development. 

Further Reading:
Thailand to sell agriculture 

products online to China
Thailand’s Commerce Minister 

Sontirat Sontijirawong gifted the 
founder of China’s e-commerce 
giant Alibaba Jack Ma with a fresh 
“golden pillow,” the kingdom’s 
most famous variety of durian, at a 
signing ceremony on April 19.

Ma, who has agreed to help 
build a digital hub in Thailand, 

has surprised the Thais by selling 
80,000 golden pillow durians on 
his online platform T-mall within 
just one minute.

Alibaba has signed a durian deal 
worth 428 million U.S. dollars 
with the Thai government.

The “golden pillow” durian, 
Thailand’s best-known export 
variety, was sold on Alibaba’s 
online supermarket on April 18, 
a day before Ma signed four 
memoranda of understanding 
with the Thai government on 
trade, investment, support for 
e-commerce and tourism.

The Chinese e-commerce giant 
is reportedly splashing about 330 

million U.S. dollars in Thailand as 
it aims to tap Chinese consumers’ 
appetite for the Southeast Asian 
nation’s agricultural goods and its 
tourism market.

At the ceremony, Alibaba and 
the Thai Commerce Ministry 
launched the first official Thai 
rice flagship store on T-mall, 
the world’s largest third-party 
platform for brands and retailers, 
besides driving the sale of popular 
Thai fruits into China.

Alibaba also pledges to assist 
Thai agriculture businesses in 
harnessing the power of the 
company’s insights into the 
Chinese market.
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China, Thailand to boost 
cross-border trade , e-commerce

Thai people are showing the "golden pillow" durian             (Online Photo)
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China well on its course of reforms
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China and the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
have launched a joint laboratory 
program to enhance innovation 
cooperation, the Ministry of Science 
and Technology said recently.

Wang Zhigang, the minister, 
said that China has built a series 
of excellent joint laboratories and 
promoted the opening of China’s 
national laboratories to ASEAN 
countries.

Joint laboratories include the 
China-Indonesia joint laboratory 
for high temperature gas-cooled 
reactors, the China-Thailand 
railway system joint research center, 
the China-Laos joint laboratory for 
new and renewable energy, and the 

China-Myanmar joint laboratory for 
radar and satellite communications, 
Wang said.

China has cooperated with 158 
countries and regions in science 
and technology projects and 
participated in more than 200 sci-
tech international organizations.

“China will further promote 
openness and cooperation in 
science and technology innovation 
in a broader range and at a deeper 
level,” Wang said.

China is willing to synergize 
the Belt and Road Initiative with 
ASEAN’s development plan to 
build a community with a shared 
future for China and ASEAN, 
Wang said. 
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China, ASEAN launch joint sci-tech labs

IP creation and protection  
improved in Yunnan

At the kickoff ceremony for the 
2018 Yunnan Province Intellectual 
Property Publicity Week, it 
was announced that since 2008 
Yunnan has actively promoted the 
implementation of its intellectual 
property strategy, resulting in 
intellectual property creation, 
protection, application, and service 
capabilities increasing significantly. 
The province’s intellectual property 
business has entered a new 
development period.

In 2017, there were 28,695 patent 
applications in the province and 
14,230 patents were authorized. The 
number of invention patents per 
10,000 population is 2.21, showing 
that the ability to create intellectual 
property was steadily improved.

According to the head of the 
Yunnan Provincial Intellectual 
Property Office, the number 
of  pa ten t  appl ica t ions  and 
authorizations in Yunnan has 
maintained a good growth trend 
since the implementation of its 
intelligent property strategy. The 
number of applications has grown 
at an average annual rate of 24 

percent, and the authorized number 
has increased at an average annual 
rate of 23 percent. The average 
annual growth rate is 25 percent; the 
quantity and quality of trademarks 
have increased significantly; 
the number of valid registered 
trademarks has increased six fold; 
well-known Chinese trademarks 
have increased 15-fold; famous 
Yunnan trademarks have nearly 
doubled, geographical indication 
marks have increased 13-fold, and 
enterprises have registered over one 
hundred trademarks through the 
Madrid System. 

As of 2017, the total number of 
registered trademarks in Yunnan 
Province was more than 210,000, 
ranking 18th in the country. The 
number of products protected by 
geographical indications reached 
49, ranking 20th in the country. 
The cumulative number of new 
varieties of plants represented by 
high-end modern agriculture such 
as flowers increased by 8.6 times 
over 10 years, and the number of 
newly authorized plant varieties 
ranked third in the country.

BY  CHINA DAILY

BY  JI ZHENG

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

All-for-one tourism
Chinese Premier Li Keqiang 

mentioned “all-for-one tourism” 
in the Report on the Work of the 
Government on March 5, 2017.

According to the report, China 
will improve tourist facilities 
and services, and make a big 
push to develop rural tourism, 
recreational tourism, and all-for-
one tourism.

It is the first time that the 
phrase “all-for-one tourism” 
has  been ment ioned in  the 
Government Work Report, which 
has drawn public attention.

All-for-one tourism shows that 
tourist destinations reorganize 
the tourism resources, promote 
integrated development, achieve 
co-construction and sharing 
a n d  p r o m o t e  c o o r d i n a t e d 
development of the economy and 
society. (China.org.cn)

IN PICS

The Guinness World Records named the Samaba terraced fields in southeast Yunnan’s Honghe County 
the biggest contiguous Hani terraced fields in China on April 21.

Honghe County is under the jurisdiction of Honghe Hani and Yi Autonomous Prefecture. The 
magnificent and renowned Hani terraced fields were inscribed into the list of UNESCO world cultural 
heritage sites in 2013.

Dubbed a model of agriculture civilization, the Honghe Hani terraced fields represent an integrated 
whole, encompassing forest, villages, terraced fields and water.                                             (Online Photo)

ERADICATE POVERTY &ACHIEVE COMMON PROSPERITY

I n  t h i s  h i g h  a n d  c o l d 
mountainous area, 3,060 metres 
above sea level, one feels able to 
touch the clouds. The locals call 
this Yi minority town “a stronghold 
in the clouds”. It is actually part 
of Niujie Township in Dali Bai 
Autonomous Prefecture, Yunnan 
Province. 

In the past, the 36 households 
here relied on solar power alone, an 
option that simply did not work on 
rainy days. In December 2016, a 
six-kilometre-long power line was 
installed to the village through the 
dense surrounding forest, ensuring 

24-hour power for the villagers for 
the first time.

In recent years, electric power 
authori t ies  in Yunnan have 
accelerated the transformation of 
rural power grids. Many related 
measures, such as moving people 
to small towns and centralised 
villages, building motor-pumped 
wells, and bringing power to poor 
villages like the one in Niujie 
Township, have helped to improve 
the living standards of people in 
the province’s rural areas.

More than 110 people in 36 
households live in the Yi ethnic 

settlement mentioned above. 
Houses are scattered across the 
mountain slopes. Due to the poor 
transportation infrastructure and 
the harsh climate, villagers used to 
be almost completely cut off from 
the amenities of modern life.

The province, through hard 
work, is gradually shoring up 
weak areas in its rural power 
infrastructure. Power supply 
reliability in rural areas has been 
raised to 99.726 percent in 2017, 
indicating that the quality of 
production and supply in poor 
areas is getting better and better. 

BY  XINHUA/ JI ZHEPENG

workers are installing power line in Dehong,  
West Yunnan Province                          (Online Photo)


