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Ant Financial Services Group, 
the company behind the popular 
payment app Alipay, is extending its 
tentacles to Bangladesh through a 
partnership with a local mobile finan-
cial service provider, another step to-
ward its globalization goal of serving 
2 billion users within 10 years.

The financial technology 
giant on April 26 entered into an 
agreement with bKash, a payment 
platform established by the central 
bank of Bangladesh, pledging to 
help the latter with technological 
upgrades it needs to serve the coun-
try’s unbanked and underbanked 
population.

The duo will join forces to 
co-create a local version of a mobile 
payment tool mimicking Alipay, 
with core functionalities like mon-

ey transfer embedded on feature 
phones at the current stage, sources 
told China Daily.

Financial terms of the deal 
weren’t disclosed. According to 
Bangladesh news portal bdnews24.
com, the Chinese company will 
purchase a 20 percent of equity 
stake in bKash.

“As part of Ant Financial’s 
global strategy, we are keen to share 
our technology know-how with 
partners like bKash,” said Eric Jing, 
chairman and chief executive officer 
of Ant.

“We are confident that we can 
bring highly secure and inclusive fi-
nancial services to address the needs 
of local people and small business 
here.”

Established in 2010 by founding 
shareholders BRAC Bank Ltd and 
Money in Motion LLC, bKash has 

a network of more than 180,000 
agents throughout urban and rural 
areas of Bangladesh with more than 
30 million registered accounts. Cash 
remains the dominant transaction 
vehicle in Bangladesh, accounting 

for 94 percent of 4.4 billion transac-
tions conducted annually, according 
to a 2016 report by The Better Than 
Cash Alliance under the auspices of 
the United Nations.

The addition of bKash will bring 

the worldwide total of Ant-backed 
local  mobile solutions to nine, most 
of which scattered across Southeast 
Asia from India’s Paytm to Telenor 
Microfinance Bank in Pakistan.

 “As China promotes the Belt 
and Road Initiative, there are cer-
tainly policy drivers at play,” said 
Li Chao, a fintech expert at Bei-
jing-based consultancy iResearch.

Alipay, which started out as 
a payment solution to facilitate 
e-commerce transactions of Alibaba 
Group Holding Ltd, is in a position 
to provide the financial infrastruc-
ture critical to Chinese small and 
medium-sized enterprises as they 
expand overseas, Li noted.

“Ant needs to be present in mar-
kets where their corporate clients go 
to. Economies related to the initia-
tive are no doubt among the biggest 
draw,” he said.    (China Daily) 

Ant Financial to establish mobile pay 
in Bangladesh The 5th China-South Asia 

Exposition and the 25th China 
Kunming Import & Export Fair, 
jointly organized by the Chinese 
Ministry of Commerce and the 
People’s Government of Yunnan 
Province, will be held in Kun-
ming from June 14 to 20, 2018.

As a large-scale international 
exposition under the Belt and Road 
Initiative, the expo represents a ma-
jor way for China to deepen multi-
lateral diplomacy, economic coop-
eration and cultural exchanges with 
countries in South Asia, Southeast 
Asia, and across the world. By fa-
cilitating multi-field and multi-level 
exchanges, the expo plays a central 
role in enhancing understanding, 
reaching consensus and deepening 
cooperation among the regions.

Organized with the theme 
“Integrating into the Belt and Road 
and Promoting Win-Win Cooper-
ation”, this year’s expo will involve 
19 pavilions. These include the 
Theme Country & Country of 
Honor Pavilion, the South Asia 

Pavilion, the Southeast Asia Pa-
vilion, the Overseas Pavilion, the 
Domestic Pavilion, the Tourism 
Pavilion, the Agriculture Pavilion, 
and the New Materials Pavilion.

More than 80 countries and 
regions are expected to participate 
in the exposition, during which 
high-end activities and forums 
will also be held. Major forums 
include the China-South Asia 
Business Forum, the China-South-
east Asia Business Forum, 
China-South & Southeast Asia 
Think Tank Forum, the China-U.
S. Governors Forum, and Lan-
cang-Mekong Week in Kunming.

Officials and business repre-
sentatives from various countries 
will be invited to offer briefs on 
investment policies, the current 
business environment and invest-
ment projects in each country. The 
forums will serve as platforms for 
countries to attract foreign invest-
ment, while enterprises will iden-
tify their business partners from 
various countries via the events.

 5th China-South Asia Expo 
to open next month

Shishanzui is a village fa-
mous for carved stones. It sits 
in Hexi Town, Tonghai County, 
Yuxi City in Yunnan Province. 
Many masons in the village 
have passed down the ancient 
craft of stone carving since long 
ago, and Lu Yonghong is one of 
them.

Stepping inside Lu’s workshop 
in the Fifth Settlement of Shishan 
zui Village, one sees exquisitely 
carved stone lions, decorative 
drum-shaped stones, stone objects 
with patterns of lotus flowers and 
roots—the latter of which mean 
“ abundance every year”—and 
stone water tanks for fish. The 
beautiful stone carvings are a real 
feast for the eyes.

Lu Yonghong, 40, has been 
engaged in stone carving for more 
than 20 years. Both his grandfather 
and father followed the same pro-
fession. This makes him the third 
generation successor of the family 

business. Lu Yonghong is best at 
carving stone lions in the southern 
Yunnanstyle. The male and female 
lions, which he carves out of blue 
stone, sit on their hind feet and fea-
ture big heads, thin legs, protruding 
foreheads, dented noses, curly ears 
and twisted bodies that are robust 
and agile-looking. They are true to 
life and charmingly cute.

 “The ball in the male lion’s 
mouth is the hardest to carve. It 
must move freely but can’t be 
able to fall out. When separating 
it from the main body, you even 
need to hold your breath and 
cut gently bit by bit.The slightest 
mistake can ruin all previous 
efforts,” Lu Yonghong said.

When carving stone lions in 
the southern Yunnan style, Lu 
Yonghong constantly absorbs the 
essence of famous artists’ works to 
improve his own carving skills and 
develop his own style. In recent 
years, Lu Yonghong’s stone lions 
have sold in other countries includ-
ing Laos and Myanmar.

BY HE WEI

Changning County in Yunnan 
Province has producing tea for 
more than 1,000 years. In a road-
side tea pre-processing workshop 
in Songshan Village, Wenquan 
Township in the county, a young 
man dressed in a white gown 
is busy baking black tea using 
traditional techniques. The strong 
scent of tea rises from the baskets.

The young man is Li Jianxun, 
a university student-turned official 
in the village. Li Jianxun has had 
a deep love of tea since he was a 
child. While at university, he took-

tea science, tea-making and tea art 
as elective courses and obtained 
the certificates needed to become 
an advanced specialist, taster and 
processor of tea.

He didn’t expect that this 
hobby would become a “stepping 
stone” for him to get a job in 
Songshan Village.

Since he arrived in Songshan 
Village in November 2015, he 
immersed himself in tea and 
spread to tea farmers new ideas 
and technological applications for 
planting, management, picking 
and processing.

Regarding targeted poverty 

alleviation efforts, Li Jianxun is 
assigned the task of helping lift 
two poor households out of pov-
erty in Songshan Village. In his 
spare time, he often visits the two 
households to guide them to grow 
tea with pollution-free technology 
and manage their bushes scien-
tifically. When buying fresh tea 
leaves from these households, he 
adds 0.5 yuan per kilogramme on 
top of the normal price for pollu-
tion-free tea.

Li Yinshu, a poor villager 
whom Li Jianxun is responsible 
for helping lift out of poverty, has 
three school age children. Li Yins-
hu’s family planted eight mu (0.53 
hectares) of tea, but still could not 
make ends meet.

 “It’s a great thing that Mr. 
Li comes to help my family! He 
teaches us to plant, manage and 
pick tea. He also adds 0.5 yuan 
per kilo to the normal price for my 
tea leaves,” Li Yinshu excitedly 
expressed his gratitude for Li Ji-
anxun’s help.

In 2017, Li Yinshu’s family 
earned more than 24,000 yuan 
from tea, up nearly 4,000 yuan 
over 2016.                  

BY WANG YUNRUI

During the just-concluded 
May Day holiday, 380 ground 
crew members at the China Rail-
way Kunming Group worked day 
and night to ensure sound opera-
tion of the high-speed trains.

Like doctors, they careful-
ly checked and repaired 120 
CRH2A and CRH380A bullet 
trains over the three-day weekend, 
which started April 29. 

“Since 2016, I have been on 
the night shift during most holi-
days,” said Xi Jiakang, a 26-year-
old ground mechanic. “The work 
is sort of monotonous at times but 
it is important. Seeing the safe and 
fast operation of the trains, I feel 
relieved.”

Those on the night shift 
worked until 8am the following 
morning. The averageage of the 
overhaul team stands at around 
27. 

As the number of outbound Chinese tourists increases, the payment app 
Alipay is getting popular. Here, in Singapore, a women is paying through 
the Alipay.  Online Photo

yunnangateway.com

College graduate village official helps tea 
farmers get rich
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More students from Belt and Road countries studying in China

Lu Yonghong: Breathing life into stones

As the Belt and Road Initiative 
continues to progress, Chinese 
universities are increasing and 
deepening their cooperative efforts 
with other countries. As a result, a 
growing number of students from 
Belt and Road countries are study-
ing in China.

In 2017, according to statistics 
from the Chinese Ministry of Edu-
cation, a large number of students 
from 204 countries and regions 
were studying at 935 institutions 

of higher learning in 31 provinces, 
municipalities and autonomous 
regions across China. The number 
of master’s degree candidates and 
doctoral students was approximate-
ly 75,800, an 18.62 percent increase 
over 2016. Meanwhile, the number 
of students from Belt and Road 
countries was 317,200, accounting 
for 64.85 percent of all international 
students studying in China. This 
represents an 11.58 percent increase 
year-on-year—a number higher 

than the average growth rate of oth-
er countries.

In recent years, Chinese 
government scholarships have 
played an important role in 
attracting students from neigh-
bouring countries and other Belt 
and Road nations. Now, Chinese 
government scholarship students 
from Belt and Road countries 
account for 61 percent of all in-
ternational students in China, up 
8.4 percent over 2012. 

        Li 
Jianxun(Left) is teaching farmers how to pick tea.  Photo by Zhang Tong

BY YANG ZHIHUI

Bullet train ‘doctors’ work around the 
clock during holiday

BY WANG SHIXUE

American teacher Brian Keith: 
I’m going to live in China in the future

Brian Keith is an American 
teacher at Huzhou Teachers Col-
lege in Huzhou City, Zhejiang 
Province. His Chinese name is 
Long Junhao.

In 2014, Brian came to study 
marketing at the Huzhou Teachers 
College Business School. Once 
in China, Brian found it was com-
pletely different from what he had 
imagined. “Before I came to China, 
most of the Chinese people I knew 
were immigrants. They left China 
decades ago and their impressions 
of China were those of the past. I 
thought Chinese people were still 
wearing Maosuits!”

The advanced, civilized China 
surprised Brian—high-speed trains 
run at 300 kilometres an hour and 
the fares are affordable, and China 
has Alipay, shared bicycles, 24-
hour convenience stores and and 
endless selection of cuisine. “The 
cities in eastern China are more de-
veloped than I had imagined, and 
life is exciting. The air is fresh and 
the infrastructure is excellent. I’m 
enjoying a relaxing and comfort-
able life,” he said.

Brian often participates in 

volunteer events organized by the 
local Communist Youth League. 
He donated money to “Huzhou 
Yangfan Rehabilitation Garden”, 
a volunteer effort to help children 
with autism. And he also took part 
in charity sales. “I want to do what-
ever I can for this country where I’m 
living,” said Brian.

During his interview, Brian 
took out his mobile phone and 
showed our reporter a photo of 
his wife. Brian and his wife met in 
Hangzhou. His wife was a Huzhou 
native, so they decided to settle in 
there. “In the future I’m going to 
live in China, my home away from 
home.”

 “The Belt and Road Initiative 
has connected the world. People 
are brought closer and closer and 
they are ever more cooperative,” 
said Brian. He wants to open a 
consulting company to sell “intelli-
gence”. He hopes to help Chinese 
companies identify problems in 
production and operational man-
agement and formulate practical 
and feasible improvement pro-
grammes. “I’ll make better use 
of my expertise to give advice to 
Chinese companies and help them 
to avoid detours.”  

BY FANG MIN

BY FANG MIN

The photo shows Brian tidying up shared bicycles during a vollunteering 
activity.  Photo by Huang Lirong

 From maps to Apps
A growing number of 

Chinese are using online 
tools to guide their travels.

Chen Chen will travel to Ja-
pan this month. She used apps to 
book air tickets and hotels, read 
travel tips and make a reservation 
at a Michelin-starred restaurant.

The Beijing office worker 
plans to read novels on her phone 
while waiting for her flight, use 
a translation app to order food 
and ask for directions, and use 
another app to identify flowers.

“ S u c h  m o b i l e  a p p s 
make independent travel-
ing convenient,” Chen says.

“But you shouldn’t spend 
too much time on the apps. It’s 
more important to truly experi-
ence the moment and local life.”

She enjoys using aiPlants, 
which can identify over 10,000 
common plants from photos taken 
by users with 85 percent accura-
cy. It also provides encyclopedic 
information on the plants from the 
database of the Chinese Academy 
of Sciences’ Institute of Botany. 

People often use the app at such at-
tractions as scenic areas, botanical 
gardens, parks and nature reserves.

Chen is among a growing 
number of Chinese who increas-
ingly use a growing number of 
apps to travel independently.

More than 85 percent of 
the subjects constantly use their 
phones while traveling—that is, an 
average of six hours a day, accord-
ing to a recent report Chinese tour-
ism website Mafengwo released 
with five app providers about how 
Chinese use apps during trips.

The apps that most young 
Chinese use while traveling are for 
maps and transportation, tourism, 
photography, social networking, 
music, videos, reading, fitness 
and learning, the study found.

People often use apps to 
read when waiting for or taking 
transportation, before bed and 
during rests at such places as 
cafes and parks. The most pop-
ular books are novels, literature, 
tourism, history and biographies.

                           (China Daily)

Lu Yonghong carves a stone lion.  Photo by Wang Yunrui
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Blooming jacaranda in Kunming 
Pictures taken by Yunnan Daily recently show the blooming blue jacaranda in Central Jiaochang Road in Kun-
ming, the provincial capital city of Yunnan. Native to tropical and subtropical regions in Central and Southern Amer-
ican countries, the plant has been widely planted in China. Photo by Yang Zheng


