
Yunnan is making efforts to 
build a “green-food indus-
try” worthy of hundreds of 
billion yuan among other 
key industries.

On May 4, Yunnan Gov-
ernor Ruan Chengfa, who 
is also Deputy Secretary of 
the CPC Yunnan Provincial 
Committee, pointed out that 

Yunnan should take the lead 
in developing the green food 
industry and do everything 
possible to attract invest-
ment, which is key to the 
province’s efforts to build 
a world-class “green food 
brand”.

 It is crucial to achieve 
Yunnan’s high-quality devel-
opment by speeding up the 
overall transformation and up-
grade of agriculture, and strive 
to build a world-class “green 
food brand” as the starting 
point, the governor said.

Meanwhile, the “mega 
industry plus new enterprise” 
model should be followed to 
promote the qualitative leap 
of modern plateau agriculture  

in Yunnan, said Ruan. 
It was proposed at the 

meeting to follow the trend of 
economic and social develop-
ment, promote the consensus of 
Yunnan Province developing 
organic foods and make organic 
foods the most shining feature 
of the “green food brand”, while 
accurately judging the develop-
ment trend of key industries. 

Ruan Chengfa urged Yun-
nan shall focus on key projects 
to realize major industrial 
development goals as soon as 
possible, and to achieve organic 
production, commercialization, 
large-scale development, and 
brand cultivation of agricultural 
products. 

(Yunnan Daily)
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CONNECTIVITY

EDUCATION

Graduate village official enriches tea farmers

Yunnan builds mega green-food industry
ECONOMY

The 2018 Training Work-
shop for Primary and Sec-
ondary Teachers from Laos 
concluded in Kunming, Yun-
nan Province on May 8.

Starting from April 9, the 
month-long workshop has 
seen a participation of 30 
Lao educational officials and 
teachers, including those from 
the Lao Ministry of Educa-
tion and Sports and the Lao 
provinces of Luang Prabang, 
Khammouane Lambang, Ou-
domxay and others.

“The workshop is condu-
cive to education in Laos, and 
I hope that China/Yunnan will 
continue to aid Laos in talent 
cultivation.” Consul-General 
of Laos in Kunming Kham-
phone Vongsanty said at the 
closing meeting.

Under the Belt and Road 
Initiative, Laos-China educa-
tional cooperation has contin-

ued in recent years, and the 
number of Laotians studying 
in China increased.

Sponsored by the Chinese 
Ministry of Commerce, the 
workshop is organized by the 
Yunnan International Center 
for Economic and Technical 
Exchange.

The Lao participants also 
visited some primary and sec-
ondary schools in Kunming 
and talked with local teachers 
and pupils face to face.

          (Yunnan Gateway)

In the central Laos’ scorch-
i n g  s u n s h i n e  i n  M a y, 
35-year-old Xu Zhou was 
busy mapping design and in-
specting the process of con-
struction in the sixth section 
of the China-Laos railway 
construction project.

Just in one year since he 
came to Laos from the Ad-
dis Ababa-Djibouti railway 
construction site in Ethiopia 
in May, 2017, Xu Zhou has 
overcome the difficulty of 
rainy season construction.

In the last rainy season in 
Laos, Xu Zhou and his team 
have accomplished many 
a mission impossible, such 
as planting the first bridge 
pile and the first  bridge 
pier of China-Laos railway, 
building a steel processing 
factory in 12 days, complet-
ing the China-Laos railway 
exhibition hall and safety 
demonstration museum in 
20 days, building a 2.7-kilo-
meter standardized sample 
section in one month.

Now in the rai lway’s 
sixth section construction 
s i te  near  Vient iane ,  the 
railway roadbed is formed, 
bridge piles and piers are 
sprouting out of the ground, 
and especia l ly  the  Nam 
Khone Bridge is due to be an 
example of Chinese standard 
and Chinese technology.

“To stand fast at the 
post and fulfill the duties, 
I should first live up to my 
responsibility as a Chinese 
engineer, and I will stay 
true to my original aspira-
tion and mission, so as to  
achieve my liftime dream,” 
Xu Zhou said.

Xu Zhou was just award-
ed as one of the ten “Most 
Handsome Workers” ahead 
of this year’s International 
Labor Day, selected nation-
wide by the Publicity Depart-
ment of the Central Commit-
tee of the Communist Party 
of China and All-China Fed-
eration of Trade Unions.

 (Xinhua)

As the Belt and Road Initia-
tive continues to progress, 
Chinese universities are in-
creasing their cooperative ef-
forts with other countries. As 
a result, a growing number 
of students from the Belt and 
Road countries are studying 
in China.

In 2017, according to 
statistics from the Chinese 
Ministry of Education, a 
large number of students 
from 204 countries and re-
gions were studying at 935 
institutions of higher learn-
ing in 31 provinces, mu-
nicipalities and autonomous 
regions across China.

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  m a s -
ter’s degree candidates and 
doctoral students was ap-
proximately 75,800, an 18.62 
percent increase over 2016. 
Meanwhile,  the number 
of students from Belt and 
Road countries was 317,200, 
accounting for 64.85 per-
cent of all international 
students studying in China. 
This represents an 11.58 per-
cent increase year-on-year—
a number higher than the 
average growth rate of other 
countries.

In recent years, Chinese 
government scholarships 
have played an important 
role in attracting students 
from neighbouring countries 
and other Belt and Road na-
tions. Now, Chinese govern-
ment scholarship students 
from Belt and Road coun-
tries account for 61 percent 
of all international students 
in China, up 8.4 percent over 
2012.

Making full use of its lo-
caltional advantage, Yunnan  
has pragmatically cooperated  
in education with South and 
Southeast Asian countries 
in education. As a result, the 
number of international stu-
dents in the province is rising.

 (Agencies)

Workshop for Lao teachers
 closes in Kunming

BELT AND ROAD

Chinese youths doing 
handsome work 

on China-Laos railway

More students 
from Belt and

 Road countries
 study in China

Yunnan high-land organic vegetables at an expo                File photo

Xu Zhou (1st L), a project manager at the China Railway No. 2 Group 
(CREC2), talks with two workers on the China-Laos railway construc-
tion site at the suburb of Lao capital Vientiane.                Xinhua photo
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ELIMINATING POVERTY FOR COMMON PROSPERITY

Changning County in south-
west Yunnan Province has 
producing tea for more than 
1,000 years. In a roadside tea 
pre-processing workshop in 
Songshan Village, Wenquan 
Township in the county, a 
young man dressed in a white 
gown is busy baking black tea 
using traditional techniques. 
The strong scent of tea rises 
from the baskets. 

The young man is Li Ji-
anxun, a university student-
turned official in the village. Li 
Jianxun has had a deep love of 
tea since he was a child. While 
at university, he took tea sci-
ence, tea making and tea art as 
elective courses and obtained 
the certificates needed to be-
come an advanced specialist, 
taster and processor of tea. 

He didn’t expect that this 
hobby would become a “step-
ping stone” for him to get a job 
in Songshan Village. 

Since he arrived in Songshan 
Village in November 2015, he 
immersed himself in tea and 
spread to tea farmers new ideas 
and technological applications for 
planting, management, picking 
and processing. 

Regarding targeted poverty 
alleviation efforts, Li Jianxun 
is assigned the task of helping 
lift two poor households out of 
poverty in Songshan Village. 
In his spare time, he often visits 
the two households to guide 
them to grow tea with pollu-
tion-free technology and man-
age their bushes scientifically. 
When buying fresh tea leaves 
from these households, he 

adds 0.5 yuan per kilogramme 
on top of the normal price for 
pollution-free tea. 

Li Yinshu, a poor villager 
whom Li Jianxun is responsible 
for helping lift out of poverty, 
has three school age children. Li 
Yinshu’s family planted eight 
mu (0.53 hectares) of tea, but still 
could not make ends meet. 

“It’s a great thing that Mr. 
Li comes to help my family! 
He teaches us to plant, man-
age and pick tea. He also adds 
0.5 yuan per kilo to the normal 
price for my tea leaves,” Li 
Yinshu excitedly expressed his 
gratitude for Li Jianxun’s help. 

In 2017, Li Yinshu’s family 
earned more than 24,000 yuan 
from tea, up nearly 4,000 yuan 
over 2016.

 (Yunnan Net)

Yunnan’s diverse living envi-
ronment and cultural deposits 
have contributed to the evo-
lution of a great variety of 
marriage customs. 

In Jingmai Mountain 
in southwest Yunnan, Dai 
people keep a tradition that 
a hole of finger size is espe-
cially left in the floorslab in 
the room of girls. When a girl 
is old enough for getting into 
a relationship, the young man 
who falls in love with the 
girl will cover his head with 
the bed sheet prepared by 

his parents and come to the 
downstairs of the girl’s room 
quietly, and wake up her by 
putting a stick into the hole. 
By hearing the voice, the girl 
can recognize the young man 
who knocks at the floorslab. 
At that time, whether the girl 
loves the young man or not, 
she needs to get up, make a 
fire at the fireplace and invite 
the young man to sit aside the 
fireplace.

 If the girl adores the boy, 
she will put out the fire, with 
a glow of live charcoal left. 

Besides, she will move the 
stool, sit near the boy and 
then whisper with him.

After a period, normally a 
couple of years when they reach 
the legal age for marriage and 
as long as they hit it off, the boy 
will ask the girl with great care, 
“Will you marry me?” The girl 
replies happily and shyly: “You 
should ask my parents.” With 
these words, the boy’s proposal is 
half successful. If the girl’s parents 
agree, two families will select a 
special day to hold the wedding 
ceremony.

On the morning of the 
wedding day, the groom’s 
family will invite dozens of 
young males to go with them 
to the bride’s family with 
gifts. Also, village officials 
and senior villagers wil be 
invited to witness the wed-
ding. In the house, a senior 
will hold a thread-binding 
ceremony for the couple. 
Usually, the couple will kneel 
before the bride’s parents, 
and seniors will tie a thread 
around their wrists. 

 (Daguan Weekly)

UNIQUE WEDDING CUSTOM (1)

Dai people: Love gets nourished beside fireplace

A newly-married Dai couple              Photo by Luo Weiqi


