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300-year-old Banyan tree listed 
among China’s most beautiful 

China-Laos tourism promotion launched 
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ECOLOGY

Kunming customs upgrades 
for China-South Asia Expo

Kunming Customs is mak-
ing all necessary preparations 
for the 5th China-South Asia 
Expo and the 25th Kunming 
Import and Export Fair. The 
multi-day event will be held 
June 14th to 20th. 

With the approval of 
Customs, exhibitors and their 
agents can apply in advance 
with their list of exhibits. 
Related items will then be 
transferred to the Kunming 
Dianchi International Conven-
tion and Exhibition Centre for 
examination and clearance 
processes, thus speeding up 
customs clearances and lower-
ing related costs.

Customs will set up an 
express window for relevant 
personnel and materials, im-
plement a seven-day work 
system featuring a 24-hour 
customs clearance appoint-
ment system, and provide a 
temporary on-site supervised 
warehouse to better serve ex-

hibitors and meet the require-
ments of customs supervision.

 “When agents submit ap-
plications for their exhibits, 
Customs can inspect the ex-
hibits while they are being ar-
ranged at the booths,” said the 
chief of Kunming Customs, 
further explaining that this can 
minimize costs for exhibitors 
by facilitating exhibition ar-
rangement. 

To fulfil the above tasks, 
Customs will deploy its human 
resources in a timely manner, 
designate personnel to supervise 
the China-South Asia Expo and 
set up special posts to handle 
related procedures. 

In addition, Customs will 
provide consulting services 
for exhibitors, related agencies 
and the public through vari-
ous windows at ports, on-site 
consultation desks, a 12360 
hotline, the official expo web-
site and via other channels.

Liu Ziyu (Yunnan Daily)

EXPO

The 2018 China-Laos Tourism 
Cooperation Forum and the 
Beautiful China Tourism Pro-
motion Conference was held in 
Lao capital Vientiane on Tues-
day, May 15.

When addressing the forum, 
Bosengkham Vongdara, the Lao 
Minister of Information, Culture 
and Tourism, said that with the 
developing of the comprehensive 
strategic cooperative partnership 
between Laos and China, the 
transportation routes connecting 
the two countries are increasingly 
convenient. The exchanges and 
cooperation in tourism have been 

carried out smoothly, and the scale 
of tourist exchanges expanded 

year by year.
This year is also the “Visit 

Laos Year”, and the country 
has been organizing various 
celebration activities, Boseng-
kham said, adding that Laos 
welcomes more Chinese 
tourists, so as to continuously 
strengthen tourism exchanges 
and cooperation with China.

Du Jiang, head of the visiting 
Chinese tourism delegation and a 
member of the Communist Party 
of China (CPC) central commit-
tee, said in his speech that the com-
prehensive strategic cooperative 
partnership between China and 
Laos has entered a new era, and 
the bilateral cultural exchanges and 

tourism cooperation are embrac-
ing new opportunities.

Du Jiang also introduced Chi-
na’s economic and social develop-
ment and the latest development 
of Chinese tourism market. He 
warmly welcomed Lao tourists to 
visit the Beautiful China.

In his addressing speech, 
Chinese Ambassador to Laos 
Wang Wentian said enhancing 
the people exchanges and deepen 
the peoples’ communication and 
understanding is necessary for bi-
lateral friendship, and is the com-
mon willingness of both sides. 

(Xinhua)

It is a little past six o’clock on a 
morning in May. In a small vil-
lage of Kasy District in north-
ern Laos, Ami was riding his 
motorcycle to work at a China-
Laos Railway project depart-
ment of the Sino-hydro Bureau 
14 Company Limited. Ami’s 
job is to help in the canteen and 
do some custodial work.

For the employees of the 
project department, who have 
working on the railway for a 
long period of time, being busy 
is the normal state of work and 
life. Ami is no exception. When 
the other employees finish their 
meals, Ami and several female 
colleagues need to clean the 
canteen inside and out.

“We’re busy, but happy. We 
are like family,” said Ami. The 
24-year-old Ami, together with 
Chinese railway builders, has 
witnessed the birth of the Chi-
na-Laos Railway. It is a link of 
friendship between China and 
Laos. Here, Ami has reached 
a new level in his life through 
continuous learning.

 “I can live on half of my 
salary --support my family, buy 
what I like -- and plan to build 
a house with the other half,” 
said Ami.

“Here, I’ve learned to speak 
Chinese and cook dumplings, 
fried rice, and cold salads,” he 
said proudly. “When the China-
Laos Railway goes into opera-
tion, I hope I can continue to 
work for China Power. If they 
go back, many Chinese restau-
rants will open here and I can 
work at one of them.”

When the railway opens, 
Ami will to travel to China.

Chinese report by 
Yang Xiumin (Xinhua)

Ami: Lao
 custodian at
 China-Laos
 Railway site

A 300-year-old banyan tree 
in west Yunnan’s Yingjiang 
County was recently selected 
as one of China’s most beauti-
ful ancient trees, together with 
84 other tree species nation-
wide.

 Based on detailed survey 
and selection, the shortlist was 
issued by the National Affor-
estation Committee of China 
and the Chinese Society of 
Forestry. 

With a maximum height 
of 40 meters, the tree bears 
more than 100 sub-trunks de-
rived from aerial roots, and it 
covers 0.3 hectare of land as a 
whole. 

Standing in a subtropi-
cal rainforest near the Lao-

daonong village, which is 
around 30 kilometers away 
from the Yingjiang county 
seat, the banyan tree is recog-
nized by botanists as China’s 
biggest alpine Ficus altissima 
ever discovered. 

Bordering Myanmar in 
the west, Yingjiang belongs to 
Dehong Prefecture.

(Yunnan Gateway)

NEIGHBOUR

Jino people: Knitted articles show affection
Editor’s note: 

Yunnan’s diverse living envi-
ronment and cultural deposits have 
contributed to the evolution of a 
great variety of marriage customs. 
From marriage customs of vari-
ous ethnic groups, we can feel the 
charm of Yunnan ethnic culture. 

Jino people mainly live in 
primeval forests in south Yunnan 
and they draw on local resources 
to make articles of daily use. 
Even the love tokens are knitted 
with bamboo or leaves.

In Jino culture, the broom-
like grass patrinia has the con-
notation of that “you are the only 
one I love, though we are thou-
sands of miles apart”. The grass 
gets its local name as it looks 

like a broom with two leaves 
apart. Ingenious Jino people knit 
heart-shaped articles with the 
grass, indicating that souls of the 
lovers are connected, although 
they are not together.

Scarab is regarded as a sacred 
treasure by Jino people because it 
features natural color and luster. In 
Jino villages, if a Jino girl falls in 
love with a boy, she will capture a 
lot of scarabs and make them into 
ornaments which will be presented 
to her beloved boy in order to 
show her appreciations.

In addition, according to the 
traditional value on love and mar-
riage of Jino people, a woman 
whose age contains the number “7” 
or a man whose age contains the 

number “9” should not get mar-
ried; and no wedding ceremonies 
will be held from the lunar June to 
September as there is much rainfall 
during this period. These customs 

for marriage have been passed 
down in the villages of Jino people 
from generation to generation.

Yang Xiujie
 (Daguan Weekly) 

The bridegroom’s mom ties a red thread to her new daughter-in-law.  
Photo by Meng Zhigang 

A profile of Ding Qi,  the Party 
branch secretary of Dazhai 

                       Xinhua photo 

The 2018 China-Laos Tourism Cooperation Forum is held in 
Lao capital Vientiane on May 15, 2018.                  Online photo

Ding Qi leads villagers out of poverty 
by raising cattle

ELIMINATING POVERTY FOR COMMON PROSPERITY

Ding Qi is 48 years old and 
always remembers two tastes 
- the taste of poverty and the 
taste of locally raised beef.

Ding Qi is the Party branch 
secretary of Dazhai Village, 
in northeast Yunnan’s Daguan 
County. Like Ding Qi, many lo-
cal farmers also vividly remem-
ber the hard days. The poverty 
here was directly related to 
natural conditions. 

The area has an average 
elevation of 1,880 metres and an 
annual average temperature of 
11 degrees Celsius. Due to the 
cold weather and barren land, the 
township, mainly inhabited by the 
Hui, Yi and Miao people, used to 
be stuck in the depths of poverty.

Starting in 1996, Ding Qi 
began his struggle to shake off 
poverty. He was once a roadside 
vendor, a hair salon owner and 
a restaurant manager. He also 
planted medicinal herbs and 
raised rabbits. In short, he tried 
his hand at everything he could 
think of. In the process, Ding 
Qi found his first pot of gold 
because of his readiness to em-
brace new things. 

As his life got better and 
better, Ding Qi began to wor-
ry about his fellow villagers. 
“The roadside stall and the 
hair salon have lifted me out 
of poverty, and my restaurant 
has increased the salaries of 
six or seven villagers. To help 
more villagers become rich, 
we must have our own pillar 

industry,” he said.
In 2009, Ding Qi decided to 

try breeding cattle. “The local beef 
is of good quality and sells very 
well,” he said. After two years of 
learning, he mastered the meth-
ods of cattle breeding and found 
a market for his beef. In 2011, 
he established the Qixin Cattle 
Breeding Farmers’ Professional 
Cooperative in the township and 
encouraged other villagers to raise 
cattle on a large scale.

“It’s not enough to be rich 
alone. I must help all ethnic groups 
to become rich.” Ding Qi is a Hui 
village leader and chairman of 
the cooperative he founded. He 
called on Han, Hui, Miao and Yi 
people to raise cattle together. To 
date, among the more than 4,000 
households of all ethnic groups in 
the township, 1,000 have joined 
the cooperative. Each household 
has increased its income by more 
than 5,000 yuan and the coopera-
tive has become a “cooperative of 
unity and wealth”.

Chinese report by
             Ding Yiquan (Xinhua)
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