
China and Laos on Wednes-
day agreed to advance the 
building of a community 
of shared future to achieve 
new outcomes.

The agreement was 
reached during the talks 
between Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping, who is 
also general secretary 
of the Communist Party 
of China (CPC) Central 
Committee, and Laotian 
President  Bounnhang 
Vorachit, also general 
secretary of the Lao Peo-
ple’s Revolutionary Party 
(LPRP) Central Commit-
tee, in Beijing.

Xi said the two sides 
have reached important 
consensus on building a 
community of shared fu-
ture with strategic impor-
tance, which has played a 
leading role in the devel-

opment of relations be-
tween the two parties and 
two countries.

Noting that bilateral 
relations are at their histori-
cal best and stepping into 
new development stage, 

Xi urged both sides to 
concentrate on the build-
ing of China-Laos com-
munity of shared future 
and promote its trans-
formation from concept 
to action, from vision to 

reality.
The two sides should 

make great efforts to pro-
mote cooperation in major 
projects under the frame-
work of the Belt and Road 
Initiative, improve people’s 
livelihood and strengthen 
cooperation in poverty alle-
viation, and work together 
to form a new pattern of 
China-Laos cooperation, Xi 
added.

Calling Xi “a reliable 
and close friend of the 
LPRP, the Lao govern-
ment and the people,” 
Bounnhang  sa id  tha t 
the various consensuses 
reached during Xi’s visit 
to Laos last year are being 
implemented comprehen-
sively, which has guided bi-
lateral ties to a new height.

“I completely agree 
with Xi’s idea on ad-

vancing the building of 
L a o s - C h i n a  c o m m u -
nity of shared future,” 
Bounnhang said, pledging 
to maintain regular high-
level exchanges between 
t he  two  pa r t i e s ,  and 
strengthen exchanges of 
experience in party build-
ing and state governance.

He also vowed to beef 
up pragmatic cooperation 
between the governments 
in all areas, speed up big-
project cooperation under 
the framework of the Belt 
and Road Initiative, and 
strengthen coordination in 
international and regional 
affairs, so as to build 
an unbreakable social-
ist community of shared 
future and benefit the two 
countries and people in 
the region.

 (Xinhua)
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First batch of overseas exhibts arrive
 in Kunming

Foreign sci-tech talent starts business in Beijing

China, Laos to advance building 
community of shared future

May 30, the Lao Ministry 
of Public Works and Trans-
port and China’s Yunnan 
Sunny Road and Bridge 
Company (YSRBC) have 
signed a memorandum of 
understanding on a feasibil-
ity study of constructing a 
section of the expressway 
linking capital Vientiane and 
southern Laos’ hub Pakxe.

The  document  was 
signed on Tuesday by the 
Lao ministry’s Road De-
partment Director General 
Pheng Douangngeun and 
YSRBC’s Deputy General 
Manager Liu Faliang.

YSRBC is scheduled 
to begin work soon and 
will spend one year on the 
assignment after signing 
a contract with the minis-
try, the coordinator of the 
expressway project Boun-
yavath Nilaxay said at the 
signing ceremony, held in 
Vientiane.

After the company’s 
completion of survey and 
feasibility study, Bounya-
vath said the government 
would authorize them to 
invest in the construction of 
the expressway.

The YSRBC section of 
the Vientiane-Pakse Ex-
pressway extends from Pak-
xan district in Borikhamxay 
province to Thakhaek 
district in Khammuan prov-
ince. The 164-km express-
way will follow the steps of 
the Build-Operate-Transfer 
(BOT) model.

“The expressway is a 
priority pilot project of the 
government and will attract 
more foreign investment 
and tourists to Laos upon its 
completion,” Bounyavath 
said.

Liu said the express-
way would help to spur the 
socio-economic growth of 
Laos and would enable the 
country to connect with oth-
ers in the region.

(Xinhua) 

On May 24, the first batch 
of overseas items to be ex-
hibited during the coming 
5th China-South Asia Expo 
were transported to Kun-
ming Dianchi International 
Exhibition and Convention 
Center. 

These exhibits are from 

India and Pakistan, includ-
ing wooden handicrafts, 
furniture, copper works and 
stone handicrafts. This year, 
in order to provide better 
services for foreign exhibi-
tors and save cost for them, 
the Kunming Customs 
speed up clearance and 

lower related fees. 
They even set up an 

express window for expo 
personnel and materials, 
implement a seven-day 
work system featuring a 
24-hour customs clearance 
service, and provide a tem-
porary on-site supervised 
warehouse to better serve 
exhibitors and meet the 
requirements of customs 
supervision. 

The 5th China-South 
Asia Exposition and the 
25th China Kunming Im-
port and Export Fair, jointly 
organized by the Chinese 
Ministry of Commerce and 
the People’s Government 
of Yunnan Province, will be 
held in Kunming from June 
14 to 20, 2018.

(Yunnan Daily)

Laos, Yunnan firm sign
 MoU on feasibility

 study for expressway

Images of a herd of Indian 
bisons were captured by a 
ranger with his smart phone 
in the Naban River nature 
reserve in south Yunnan on 
May 17. With an estimated 
total of 10, the gaur group 
was the largest photographed 
by smart phones in the re-
serve. 

 Liu Xiaochang, the rang-
er, took the photos near the 
Da’an village of Mengsong 
Township in Menghai Coun-
ty, south Yunnan’s Xish-
uangbanna Dai Autonomous 
Prefecture. Data collected in 
2013 and 2014 shows that 
the number of Indian bisons 
in Xishuangbanna dropped 
to around 160 from around 
605 in the 1980s. Since then, 
local protection efforts to 
the endangered species have 
increased.   

The gaur, also called the 
Indian bison, is native to the 
Indian subcontinent, South-
east Asia and China’s Yun-
nan Province. It has been 
listed as Vulnerable on the 
IUCN Red List since 1986.

By Wang Shixue
(Yunnan Gateway)

Largest herd of 
Indian bisons 

spotted in south
 Yunnan 

On May 21, 28 multination-
al teams began to compete 
in a sports carnival which 
kicked off on the same day 
in Kunming University of 
Science and Technology, 
Yunnan Province. It is the 
2nd Lancang-Mekong Col-
lege Students’ Goodwill 
Games and the 4th South 
and Southeast Asia College 
Students Culture and Sports 
Week-Kunming. 

This year, the event sees 
a participation of more than 
500 youths from China, 
Bangladesh, India, Laos, 
Malaysia, Singapore, Thai-
land, Vietnam and other 
countries. In ten days, they 
competed in the fields of 
volleyball, football and bas-
ketball, and conduct cultural 
exchanges.

Since i ts  inception, 
the sports event has been 
fostering a platform for 
dialogue on sports and cul-
ture between Yunnan and 
Mekong countries. “Many 
students are looking for-
ward to this year’s event,”                                   
said Chaylasy Gnophanxay, 
a coach from the National 
University of Laos. 

He thinks the event is 
beneficial for Yunnan and 
Laos to establish closer ties.

 By Han Chengyuan

Mekong
 college students
 compete in 2nd 
goodwill games 

Kunming Customs staff inspect the exhibits.
Photo by Huang Zhechun

The signing ceremony in Vientiane                    Xinhua photo

Chinese and Lao presidents meet in Beijing on May 30.                                                  
Xinhua Photo

Editor’s note:
    China’s reform and 
opening-up drive, along 
with other efforts to promote 
entrepreneurship and inno-
vation, is motivating many 
people, including foreigners, 
to start businesses in the 
country.

In the past four decades,  
China has improved its 
business landscape and 
foreigners in the country 
have started businesses in a 
wide range of sectors, con-
tributing a lot to the Chinese 
economy. Here comes a 
case in point. 

Five years ago, For-

rest Fabian Jesse, a PhD 
student at Beijing Jiaotong 
University, decided to start 
a business in augmented 
reality(AR).

He had been doing AR 
research in New York be-
fore he came to China, and 
invented one of the world’s 
first laser-based wearable 
AR system in 2001, the 
“portable road”.

He talked enthusiasti-
cally about AR technology.

“Using the phone to scan 
the environment, we have 
information of all the objects 
in the space and mark them 
in our system,” said Jesse. “If 

a person wants to find some-
thing, he will ‘remember’ it 
in the system.”

He expressed the hope 
that the technology will help 
improve the lives of older 
people and children.

“Beijing has taken the 
lead in some areas in sup-
porting entrepreneur proj-
ects,” Jesse said.

Over the past  few 
years, his team has re-
ceived a lot of support 
from the administrative 
committee of Zhongguan-
cun science park and Bei-
jing Jiaotong University. 

(China Daily)
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