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VOICEIN PICS

China-South Asia Expo accelerates 
cooperation between Thailand and China

40 years on

Yunnan air golden bridge connects the world
NEWS

www. yunnangateway.com

Beipanjiang Bridge, located 
at the juncture of southwestern 
China’s provinces of Yunnan and 
Guizhou, is known as the world’s 
tallest bridge. It won the Gustav 
Lindenthal Medal at the 35th 
International Bridge Conference 
on May 24. The bridge was put 

into operation in December 26, 
2016. It is 1,341.4 meters long 
and 200 floors high. The vertical 
distance from its floor to the 
river surface is 565 meters. The 
Gustav Lindenthal Medal has 
been dubbed the “Nobel Prize of 
Bridges”. 

 World’s tallest bridge
 awarded Gustav Lindenthal medal

FROM CGTN.COM

EXHIBITION

“ T h e  C h i n a - S o u t h  A s i a 
Expo is a grand event that fully 
embodies the friendly exchanges 
between Thailand and China 
from the official level to the non-
government level. Recently, Ms. 
Natchathorn Manopanjasiri, 
commercial counselor of the 
Royal Thai Consulate General 
in Kunming, said that the China-
South Asia Expo is an important 
channel for promoting and selling 
Thai products. It is also a bridge 
connecting Chinese and Thai 
enterprises for friendly cooperation. 
Therefore, the exhibition of 
Thailand’s top brands will rely on 
this important platform to enhance 
Chinese consumer awareness of 
Thai products

It is reported that during the 
5th China-South Asia Expo and 
the 25th China Kunming Import 
and Export Fair, the Thai side 
organized 171 enterprises to 
participate in the exhibition, with 
a total of 224 exhibition booths 
(including public areas such as 

business negotiation areas). “This 
year, Thailand will introduce 
po ten t i a l  qua l i ty  p roduc t s 
developed by the Thai land 
Agr icu l tura l  Research  and 
Development Department, and 
will also bring health products for 
the elderly. In addition, the online 
sales activities of top brands in 
Thailand will be launched during 
the event.” Ms. Natchathorn is 
confident about this year’s Expo. 
“I believe that the Thai exhibition 
area will be loved and supported 
by Chinese consumers this year. 
To thank the consumers in China, 
we will arrange a number of award 
participation sessions.”

Ms. Natchathorn’s confidence 
stems from the fact that the 
Thai Ministry of Commerce 
has attached great importance 
to this year’s China-South Asia 
Expo. “During the exhibition, the 
Ministry of Commerce of Thailand 
will organize business meetings 
be tween Thai  and  Chinese 
entrepreneurs. 

FURTHER READING

The trial version of the “Travel 
in Yunnan” App was launched on 
June 1. It aims to provide better 
services for tourists traveling in 
Yunnan, a world-renowned travel 
destination. 

  The App is taken care of 
jointly by the Yunnan provincial 
gove rnmen t .  Cove r ing  a l l 
tourism resources in the 16 cities 
(autonomous prefectures) and 129 
counties and districts in Yunnan, 
it can provide better services for 
tourists before, during and after their 
journeys in Yunnan. For example, 
tourists can view scenery of a tour 
destination in advance and use 
e-guide services in scenic spots on 
the App. Of course, tourists can 
shop and find locations of restrooms 
immediately via the App, not to 
mention other functions like trip 
planning, hotel and ticket booking, 
reserving parking areas, plant 
recognition and so on.
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SCO can be useful for fighting terrorism, 
other challenges, says expert

The Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) could be a 
very useful platform for addressing 
the rising menace of terrorism and 
other challenges, according to an 
Indian expert.

A large number of SCO members, 
observers, dialogue partners and 
special guests to the meetings have 
been victims of terrorism, Professor 
Swaran Singh, who teaches 
diplomacy and disarmament at Delhi-
based Jawaharlal Nehru University, 
told Xinhua in a recent interview.

Since 1996, India has been 
working with the United Nations on 
adopting a convention on countering 
international terrorism, but that still 
remains a work in progress and has 
yet to achieve the desired results, said 

the Indian professor.
“The SCO today has both moral 

and material leverages to take this 
forward and can generate positive 
synergies amongst its members 
including India and Pakistan,” Singh 
said. The two south Asian countries 
are the SCO’s newest members.

Besides the twin goals of the 
SCO - countering terrorism and 
energy security, core challenges 
remain for both India and Pakistan, 
the professor added.

Singh said that the SCO - the 
world’s largest regional organization - 
is a robust body that hosted more than 
120 events last year. The SCO also 
hosts informal summits, which are 
free of officials, advisers, protocols 
and agenda, and expects no direct 

outcomes, aimed at fostering stronger 
trust and understanding among 
leaders to ensure bolder decision 
making, something needed to reform 
global governance processes and 
structures.

China has emerged as a world 
leader in fighting protectionism and 
in supporting free trade. Most SCO 
members remain committed to ensuring 
free, open and equitable globalization, 
the Indian professor said.

The SCO is also expected to 
play an increasingly effective role 
in addressing other regional and 
global development and security 
challenges that would require 
consensus and trust building 
amongst SCO members and other 
stakeholders, he added.

Editor’s note: This year is 
the 40th anniversary of Chi-
na’s reform and opening-up. 
The 40 years’ great practice 
has fully proved that reform 
and opening-up are the key 
choices that change the destiny 
of contemporary China.

Located at the southwestern 
border of China, traffic incon-
venience has been the main fac-
tor hindering Yunnan’s develop-
ment. In recent years, based on 
its unique resource endowment 
and geographical advantages, 
Yunnan Province has made solid 
progress in developing civil avi-
ation to strengthen its aviation 
industry. The three-kilometer 
airport runways have become air 
bridges connecting Yunnan with 
the rest of the world.

In 2012, Kunming Changshui 

Airport was put into operation 
successfully and that broke the 
long-term constraints on the de-
velopment of civil aviation infra-
structure in Yunnan. From 2015, 
Lugu Airport, Cangyuan Airport 
and Lincang Aiport opened to 
traffic one after another. Yunnan 
Airport Group set a new record 
by opening one new airport each 
year and created a “Yunnan mir-

acle” in civil aviation develop-
ment in China.

Combined with its own ad-
vantages and characteristics, 
Yunnan Airpor t  Group has 
actively deepened its reform, 
and innovatively explored and 
formed its integrated manage-
ment model under the leader-
ship of the government.

In the course of in-depth re-

form and exploration, Yunnan 
civil aviation has achieved fruit-
ful results in its development, 
and its comprehensive strength 
has been a leading power do-
mestically for a long time. Yun-
nan province has built 15 air-
ports and they are all now under 
operation. Yunnan is a province 
with a large number of airports 
and a high level of aviation re-

sources with integrated airport 
management. By the first quar-
ter of this year, the province had 
opened 424 air routes, including 
353 domestic, 67 international 
and 4 local routes. The number 
of flights from Kunming airport 
to South and Southeast Asia 
amounts to 235 per week with 
32 destinations, which makes 
it the largest airport in China 
connecting South and Southeast 
Asia.

Yunnan’s geographical advan-
tages are being transferred to 
advantages for development by 
continuing to deepen the reform, 
build a broad aviation network, 
and positively integrate and 
serve the Belt and Road con-
struction. The three-kilometer 
airport runway has connected 
Yunnan with the world.

Yunnan has made solid progress in  aviation industry

BY  HU XIAORONG
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BY CHEN CHUANGYE AND CAI MENG

The volume of Thailand’s 
durian exports to China rose 700 
percent year on year in April amid 
surging e-commerce sales, the 
Thai commerce ministry revealed 
recently.

In April alone, the country 
exported 120,000 tons of durians, of 
which 56,000 tons went to China. 
Local media attribute the export 
surge to the power of e-commerce.

Alibaba Group, a Chinese 
e-commerce giant, partnered with 
the Thai government to drive 
overseas growth for Thai farmers in 
April.

Statistics from the ministry also 
showed that the value of exports 
leaped 12.3 per cent in April year 
on year, which has been the 14th 
consecutive month of growth.

The 2018 China-Lianghe 
International Cucurbit-Flute 
Culture & Tourism Festival 
will be held in Lianghe County, 
southwest Yunnan’s Dehong 
Prefecture, from August 8-20.

During the festival, cucurbit-
flute masters from China and 
its neighboring countries will 
gather in the “home of the 
cucurbit-flute (Hulusi)” and a 
flute-playing competition will be 
held, concurrently.

Contestants will be grouped 
as  per  the i r  ages ,  wi th  11 
competition groups for people 
across all age groups, from 
children to seniors. Three prizes 
and additional awards valued at 
250,000-yuan will be presented 
to the winners of each group.

Thailand’s durian 
sales to China leap

 700% 

Trail version of 
‘Travel 

in Yunnan’App
 launched

Cucurbit-flute
 festival and contest
 to start in Lianghe

CULTURE
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5th China-South Asia Expo kicked off 
in Kunming on June 14-20

The 5th China-South Asia Expo-
sition and the 25th China Kunming 
Import & Export Fair opened in 
Kunming, Yunnan Province from 
June 14 to 20. 

Themed “Integrating into the 
Belt and Road Initiative and Pro-
moting Win-win Cooperation”, 19 
pavilions, including Tourism Pa-
vilion, Agriculture Pavilion, Man-

ufacturing Industry Pavilion, New 
Materials Pavilion, Southeast Asia 
Pavilions, Ceremonial and Cul-
tural Events, Pavilion for Theme 
Country and Country of Honor, 
South Asia Pavilions, Overseas Pa-
vilions, Taiwan Pavilion, Domestic 
Pavilion, Food and Delicacies 
Pavilion, Mechatronics Pavilion, 
Biomedicine and Health Pavilion, 

Culture Creativity Pavilion and 
Wood Culture Pavilions are set on 
the expo.

At the Kunming Dianchi Inter-
national Convention & Exhibition 
Center, around 8,500 standard 
booths are set up within an exhibit-
ing area of 190,000 square meters, 
over 40 percent of which are cov-
ered by foreign exhibits. 
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Visitors gather at Thai booths in  South Asia Pavilion

TRADE


