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Lincang: Macadamia growing 
increases farmers’ income 
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 Yunnan makes headway in Dianchi conservation

Yunnan talent fair draws global jobseekers

Though Liu Fanjun’s 
m e m o r y  s o m e t i m e s 
fails him these days, the 
73-year-old can still recite 
a nursery rhythm about a 
lake in his hometown in 
southwest China’s Yunnan 
Province.

“Dianchi Lake stretch-
es far into the sky with 
clear water sparkling in 
a boundless width. Row 
your boat, dance with 
fish and happily return 
home after sunset,” Liu 
hummed.

The picturesque scenes 
changed in the late 1980s 
when the lake became 
murky because of the 
industrial and domestic 
waste discharged into it. 
The lake surface was cov-
ered with a layer of blue 
green algae caused by 
an influx of waste water 
containing nitrogen, phos-
phorus and other harmful 
substances.

“More and more un-
treated industrial waste 
and agricultural fertilizer 
was dumped straight into 

the lake,” said Liu. “White 
foam along with rotten 
fish and shrimp piled up 
along the lakeside.”

In 1990s, water qual-
ity in the lake was once 
deemed “inferior to Grade 
V,” the worst level in Chi-
na’s water quality grading 
system and “too polluted 
for any purpose.” About 80 
percent of local fish species 
in the lake disappeared.

To protect Dianchi 
Lake, the central govern-
ment and Yunnan pro-
vincial authorities then 
implemented a series of 
measures to restore its lost 
splendor after decades of 
severe pollution.

Kunming has buil t 
nearly 100 kilometers 
of pollution interception 
pipes along the bank of 

the lake to prevent waste 
water from entering the 
basin.

As much as 566 mil-
lion cubic meters of water 
are diverted into the lake 
every year since 2013 to 
restore its self-purifying 
capabilities. Several waste 
water treatment plants 
have been built  in 20 
towns and 885 villages in 
the vicinity.

In 2008, Yunnan be-
gan to appoint “river 
chiefs” with responsibili-
ties which include water 
protection, pollution 
prevention and control, 
as well as ecological res-
toration in the basin.

F i s h i n g  w a s  a l s o 
prohibited in the lake 
throughout  2010 and 
2011, according to Wu 

Chaoyang, deputy director 
of Dianchi Lake adminis-
tration bureau.

Earlier efforts have 
already begun to pay off. 
Water quality in the lake 
rose to grade IV in the 
first quarter of this year, a 
testament to what Yunnan 
has achieved.

In March, garganey, an 
endangered duck species, 
reappeared in the wetlands 
of Dianchi Lake for the 
first time in 30 years.

In the next two years, 
Yunnan plans to spend 
another 7.6 billion yuan 
(nearly 1.2 billion U.S. 
dollars) on 64 lake pol-
lution control projects 
in a bid to make the lake 
“swimmable” again by 
2020.

 (Xinhua)

A series of agreements 
have been signed at an 
international talent ex-
change conference in 
southwest China’s Yun-
nan Province.

The agreements focus 
on cooperation in educa-
tion, medicine and scien-
tific research, according 
to the organizer of the 
3th Yunnan Interna-
tional Talent Exchange 
Conference.

The four-day confer-
ence, which concluded 
on June 14 in Kunming, 

capital of Yunnan, attract-
ed more than 600 people 
from over 40 countries 
and regions.

Yunnan is a gateway 
connecting China with 
South  and  Southeas t 
Asia. International talent 
exchange will make the 
province a pivot of opening 
up to South and Southeast 
Asia, according to the con-
ference organizer.

First held in 2016, the 
conference has brokered 
more than 160 introduc-
tions, attracting more 

than 170 high-level over-
seas staff to Yunnan.

In  March ,  Yunnan 
eased visa applications 
for skilled workers with 
visas for high-end talent 
valid for up to 10 years 
with multiple entries and 
180-day stays for a single 
entry.

Yunnan also launched 
a  “Thousand  Ta len ts 
Plan” this year, includ-
ing 1 million yuan (about 
156,000 U.S. dollars) of 
living subsidies and pro-
ject funding of up to 30 

million yuan.
“Yunnan is at a criti-

cal stage of economic 
restructuring and upgrad-
ing,” said Ruan Chaoqi, 
director of the Yunnan 
provincial administration 
of foreign expert affairs.

G e r m a n  b o t a n i s t 
Harald Schneider has 
worked in Yunnan for 
10 years and entered the 
“Thousand Talents Plan” 
this year.

“I really enjoy my 
work in  Yunnan.  I t ’s 
exciting to be in a place 

with such abundant bio-
logical resources,” said 
Schneider,  head of  a 
research program in the 
Chinese Academy of Sci-
ences Xishuangbanna 
tropical botanical garden.

“Local officials are 
increasing financial sup-
port to researchers, which 
will attract more overseas 
talent to work here,” said 
Schneider. There are al-
ready more than 4,500 
foreign experts in Yun-
nan.

(Xinhua)

At the 5th China-South 
Asia Expo from June 14 to 
20, the cultural products in 
the Chinese Taiwan Pavil-
ion impressed visitors with 
their artistic concepts.

The Taoxi studio is 
run by a couple from Tai-
wan.  “We brought a total 
of 200 latest works to the 
China-South Asia Expo. 
The sapphire-blue colour 
of our ceramics represents 
the ocean, which in turn 
symbolizes the breadth and 
depth of Chinese culture 
shared with the world via 
the Belt and Road Initia-
tive,” said Lin Yingru, the 
owner of the studio.

 We’re very optimistic 
about Yunnan’s cultural 
and creative industries and 
are eager to cooperate and 
communicate with local 
museums and artists in the 
province, added Lin. Other 
exhibitors from Taiwan 
also showed interest in the 
diverse cultures of Yunnan 
Province, especially the 
purple pottery of Jianshui 
County. 

By Zhang Wenge 
(Yunnan Daily)

Workers celebrate the breakthrough of the second tunnel of the China-Laos railway in 
Laos’ northern town of Muangxay, Oudomxay Province, on June 12, 2018. The China 
Railway Guangzhou Engineering Group (CREC Guangzhou) has broken through the 
Ban Naven Tunnel of the China-Laos railway, securing steady progress in the con-
struction of the railway project.                                              (Xinhua/Liang Wendong)

Taiwan pavilion 
features 

innovative arts

2nd tunnel of China-Laos railway 
holing through Wang Pusheng, a villager 

from the Daxueshan Town-
ship, southwest Yunnan’s 
Lincang City, could never 
have imagined that grow-
ing macadamia nuts would 
become a means to lift his 
family out of poverty.

 Due to the illness of 
his aged mother and the 
schooling of young chil-
dren, Wang had been strug-
gling for years in poverty, 
and his household was 
listed in the targeted pover-
ty alleviation plan by local 
government years ago. 

The county-level pov-
erty alleviation authorities 
provided Wang Pusheng 
with free macadamia seed-
lings and sent special per-
sonnel to train him in cul-
tivation techniques. Years 
later, around three hectares 
of Macadamia trees grown 
by Wang Pusheng began 
to bear fruits, bringing the 
family an income of more 
than 20,000 yuan in 2016.

Lincang City started 
to grow macadamias in 
the 1980s and is now one 
of the world’s largest pro-
ducing areas. In 2017, the 
macadamia output value in 
the city reached 600 mil-
lion yuan, lifting a total of 
150,000 local villagers out 
of poverty.

POVERTY ELIMINATION

Visa

CONNECTIVITY

A river empties into the 
Dainchi lake. 

Photo/Yunnan Daily

South Africa sets
 up visa center in

 Kunming 
Chinese citizens can apply 
for visas to more than ten 
European countries and 
Canada in Kunming, Yun-
nan. The South Africa visa 
application centre has been 
recently set up to facilitate 
visa application for people 
in Kunming and neigh-
bouring cities. 

Cur ren t ly,  Ch inese 
citizens can apply in Kun-
ming for visas to Austria, 
Finland, Greece, Sweden, 
Spain, Belgium, Croatia, 
the Czech Republic, Malta, 
Slovenia, Latvia, Estonia, 
Poland, Lithuania,  the 
United Kingdom, Canada 
and South Africa. 

Kunming is actively 
working for the establish-
ment of more visa applica-
tion centers so people can 
apply for visas to other Af-
rican and South American 
countries in the city

By Dong Yuhong
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