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CONNECTION

ERADICATE POVERTY & ACHIEVE COMMON PROSPERITY

  The crystal-like water of Lashi Lake in Lijiang City, Yunnan Province
( Photo by Huang Zhechun)

TOURISM

40 YEAR’ REFORM AND OPENING UP

Mekong journalists hail Yunnan’s opening-up

Journalist from Thailand is writing on the Mangtuan paper, Yunnan  
(Photo by Wang Huan)

EDUCATION
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EXPO

BY GAO YIMENG

“The pronunciations of Thai 
language and Dai language 
have similarities”, “we have a 
similar papermaking method in 
Myanmar”, “we also eat Zongzi 
in Laos”…… from June 15th to 
17th , the delegation of 15 people 
attended the first Seminar for 
Media Officials and Journalists 
from Mekong Countries, visited 
the frontier port to watch the 
ancient papermaking art, and 
saw people trading at the border 
market. The most frequently 
used word they mentioned was 
“we”. At the port of Lincang, 
they experienced the friendship 
of being nourished by the same 
river and felt the deepening of 
policy coordination, facilities 
connectivity, unimpeded trade and 
people-to-people exchanges. They 
laughed along the way and praised 
Yunnan’s opening-up.

From Linxiang District, a bus 
headed all the way to Jiuzhai 
v i l lage .  In  a  ho t  and  busy 
scene, everyone arrived at the 
construction site of the Lincang-
Qingshuihe highway. The huge 
scraper pan scoured the ground 

under the traction of the iron arm, 
splitting the earth and stone, which 
were transported away by an 
excavator. The whole process was 
orderly and efficient.

This section of the road is 
significant to the Lancang-Mekong 
countries. Crossing the border at 
Qingshuihe Port, passing through 
Dengni, Laxu and Mandalay, 
it reaches Kyaukpyu port of 
Myanmar. It is expected to open to 

traffic by 2020, which will promote 
the linkage between China and 
Myanmar and Laos.

 “China and Myanmar are good 
brothers,” U Myo Maung Maung,  
assistant revisor at the Department 
o f  In format ion  and  Publ ic 
Relations, Ministry of Information 
in Myanmar, said excitedly. He 
said that Lincang is the forefront 
of China’s main route to the 
Indian Ocean through Myanmar. 

This road will  undoubtedly 
drive the rapid development of 
infrastructure, agricultural products 
and other exchanges between the 
two sides. 

On the morning of June 16, 
over ten trucks from Myanmar 
and China stopped at Qingshuihe 
Port Goods Inspection Site in 
Mengding Town of Lincang 
City, waiting to be inspected. 
Qingshuihe port, neighboring 
with Myanmar, is a national open 
port of China. It is 983 kilometers 
from Kyaukpyu Port and one of 
the most convenient land routes 
to South and Southeast Asia for 
Yunnan Province.

 “I believe that the China-
Myanmar border inspection 
and customs clearance system 
at Qingshuihe port is complete 
and efficient, facilitating trade 
and people-to-people exchanges 
between the two countries,” said 
Visith Teppalath, a reporter for 
the Vientiane Times, who was 
fascinated to see border residents 
verify their identities through a 
fingerprint verification system.

On  June 16, they visited 
M a n g t u a n  Vi l l a g e ,  n a m e d 
“China’s first Dai paper village,” 
to experience the charm of hand-

papermaking culture of the Dai 
people.

“There is also hand-papermaking 
in Battambang Province of 
Cambodia, which was introduced 
from China in ancient times. 
Though the process and materials 
are no longer totally the same, the 
skills that have been passed on for 
centuries still shine brilliantly in 
Dai villages,” said Chhean Leang, 
advisor to the Cambodia Ministry 
of  Information and Deputy 
Director of the General Department 
of Information and Broadcasting, 
Ministry of Information.

M a n g t u a n  D a i  h a n d -
papermaking has  a  h is tory 
stretching back more than 600 
years. Knowing that papermaking 
is an important source of income 
of Mangtuan Village - 1.5 million 
pieces of papers were made last 
year earning income of over 4 
million yuan, Mr. Long Seng, 
advisor of Cambodia’s Ministry of 
Information and Deputy Director 
General Administration of Public 
Affairs and Finance, Ministry 
of Information, gave the thumbs 
up. He said, “This is a good 
experience of rural development 
and prosperity. Our trip has been 
very rewarding.”

YMU and Thai PIM
 sign agreement

The s igning and opening 
ceremony of the cooperation 
b e t w e e n  Yu n n a n  M i n z u 
Universi ty(YMU) and Thai 
P a n y a p i w a t  I n s t i t u t e  o f 
Management(PIM) were held on 
June 20th   in Kunming, the capital 
city of Yunnan Province.

At the ceremony, two sides 
s i g n e d  a n  a g r e e m e n t  f o r 
cooperation on behalf of each 
party. In the future, the two 
parties will cooperate in the fields 
of postgraduate and doctorate 
recruitment and joint teaching, 
academic research, teachers and 
students exchange and internship.

Na Jinhua, president of Yunnan 
Minzu University, said that the 
cooperation between the two 
sides is an important measure of 
implementing the Belt and Road 
Initiative.

The opening ceremony of 
the“Thai Panyapiwat Institute 
of Management and Yunnan 
Minzu University Joint Training 
Postgraduate Work Department” 
and the“Thai Panyapiwat Institute 
of Management and Yunnan Minzu 
University Senior Visiting Scholar 
Workstation” were held on the site.

Taiwan pavilion shows
 innovative technologies

At the 5th China-South Asia 
Expo from June 14th to 20th, the 
cultural and creative products 
exhibited in the Chinese Taiwan 
Pavilion, impressed visitors with 
their use of innovative technologies 
and artistic concepts. 

The Taoxi studio is run by a 
couple from Taiwan. By combining 
Tian Mu Zhan, a unique ceramic 
craft from the Song Dynasty, 
with elements of modern art, they 
created New Taipei Gifts and won 
the Cultural and Creative Award of 
Chinese Arts and Crafts at the China 
(Shenzhen) International Cultural 
Industries Fair. “We’ve brought 
our latest works to the China-South 
Asia Expo. The sapphire-blue 
colour of our ceramics represents 
the ocean, which in turn symbolizes 
the breadth and depth of Chinese 
knowledge and culture being shared 
with the world via the Belt and 
Road Initiative,” said Lin Yingru, 
the owner of the studio.

“We’re very optimistic about 
Yunnan’s cultural and creative 
industries and are eager to 
cooperate and communicate 
with local museums and artists in 
the province,” said Lin Yushan, 
manager of Pin Jin Pin.

BY ZHANG WENGE

Direct flight connects Pattaya, Kunming
K u n m i n g  A i r l i n e s , 

headquartered in the provincial 
capital of Southwest China’s 
Yunnan, has opened a direct 
flight to Pattaya of Thailand in 
July.

The KY8363/KY8364 flight 
will be operated by Boeing 737-
800 aircraft every Tuesday, 
Thursday, Saturday and Sunday. 
The one-way trip takes around 
three hours.

Located some 150 kilometers 

f rom Bangkok ,  Pa t t aya  i s 
a  popular  coastal  resort  in 
Thailand.

Yunnan is a border province in 
Southwest China and a gateway 
to Southeast Asia and South Asia. 
Ten new international air routes 
have been or will be launched this 
year to facilitate its connection 
with these regions, according to 
the provincial development and 
reform commission.

(Yunnan Gateway)

IN PICS

Builders began to lay the first steel truss complex on June 22 on the Yuanjiang Railway Bridge, 
marking a new milestone in the construction of China-Laos railway.Spanning the V-shaped 
Honghe River Valley and with its deck 237 meters above the river level, the Yuanjiang Railway 
Bridge is located in Yuanjiang County, Yuxi City of Yunnan Province. The 832.2-meter long 
bridge has 6 piers and its No. 3 pier is 154 meters tall, the tallest in the world.(Xinhua/ Hu Chao)

Beauty of Yunnan condensed in 8-minute
 promotional film

The latest version of the Yunnan 
publicity film The Distant Land of 
Poems and Hometown of Dreams 
had its official release on the 
afternoon of June 14th. The news 
media, along with representatives 
from the directors and artists who 
participated in the film, attended a 
joint screening of the latest version of 
Yunnan’s “8 minutes”. 

The film starts with the famous 
conductor Li Xincao from Baoshan 
in Yunnan, and the famous dancer 
Yang Liping is the starring figure 

who runs through the whole film. 
Through the various perspectives of 
the famous artists Ye Yongqing and 
Luo Xu, the famous poet Xiao Xue, 
the explorer Jin Feibao, the botanist 
Pei Shengji, the French-born scholar 
Pei Yifeng, performers of the Haicai 
Style of singing (a national intangible 
cultural heritage) Li Huaixiu and Li 
Huaifu, and others, the film makes 
use of dance and other visual media 
to convey the charm of the 16 prefec-
tures and cities across Yunnan.

(Compilation)

Yunnan villagers go nuts for Australian nuts
Li Zhizhong may not be able to 

locate Australia on a map, but he is 
a master at cultivating Australian 
macadamia nuts.

Li, 63, has devoted more than a 
decade of his life to the two hectares 
of macadamias he grows in Mengzhi 
Village in southwest China’s Yunnan 
Province. The village is among 
the largest production areas of 
macadamias in China thanks to locals 
who brought the Australian seedlings 
there more than 20 years ago.

“We used to grow corns and 
potatoes in the mountains, but 
we did not make much money,” 
Li recalled. “With macadamias, 
we all became rich.”

Currently, about 133,333 hectares 
of macadamias are under cultivation 
in the city of Lincang, where more 
than 170,000 farming households are 

engaged in the business, according to 
official statistics.

In the 1990s, local officials 
established Mengzhi as a pilot area 
in the county to grow macadamias, 
but villagers were reluctant to 
switch to the exotic crop.

“Most villagers were suspicious 
about the seedlings because they 
basically knew nothing about the 
nuts,” Li said.

Only one man named Bi Jiafu was 
willing to give them a try, Li said.

“He read a magazine about 
the environment needed to grow 
macadamias and about the nuts’ high 
market value,” Li said. “He said 
the county’s climate was perfect for 
growing the nut trees.”

Bi then went to the county 
government and asked for 100 
seedlings.

“He spent days choosing the 
right place, growing and fertilizing 
the seedlings, and experts sent 
by the government often came to 
help,” Li said. “He also frequented 
bookstores in the county to learn 
more about his crops.”

In 2001, Bi’s fields produced 
the first batch of macadamias. 
Production climbed year after 
year, with each hectare of the nuts 
generating up to 240,000 yuan 
(37,471 U.S. dollars) annually.

In the village next to Mengzhi, 
resident Yang Wenzhu can make 
about  500,000 yuan a  year 
growing macadamias. Yang calls 
his newly bought house the “nut 
house” and his car the “nut car” 
because they were bought thanks 
to the booming nut industry.

(China.org.cn)

BY WANG HUAN  
WANG SHIXUE   
SHEN YAN

KEY WORDS TO
 UNDERSTAND CHINA

craftsmanship spirit
Culture  of  workmanship 

was mentioned by Premier Li 
Keqiang in the Government 
Work Report on March 5, 2017, 
which has drawn wide public 
attention.

According to the report, China 
will promote workmanship and 
foster a culture of workmanship 
where workers have a strong 
work ethic and tirelessly seek 
improvement.    (China.com.cn)


