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Xi seeks greater Sino-Arab relations

U.S. expert: Tariff
 escalation hampers 

global economy
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Since the world economy 
is highly interwoven into a 
supply chain, tariff escala-
tion will hamper the world 
economy in which no one 
could escape, a U.S. expert 
said recenty.

Michael D. Maher, sen-
ior program advisor for the 
Center for Energy Studies 
at Rice University’s Baker 
Institute for Public Policy, 
made the remarks when 
commenting on the recent 
trade tension between the 
United States and China.

He said that “impacting 
the ability of China’s export 
to the U.S. actually can im-
pact (U.S.) domestic com-
panies because that’s part of 
their supply chain.”

Washington on Friday 
announced a 25-percent ad-
ditional tariff on 34 billion 
U.S. dollars of imports from 
China.

In the latest escalation 
of its trade offensive against 
China, the United States said 

it will impose 10 percent 
tariffs on an additional $200 
billion in Chinese imports.

The Trump administra-
tion is also pushing tariffs 
against other countries.

Maher said the bounda-
ries of one’s domestic 
economy has been blurred 
with the development of 
economic globalization.

“There is no such thing 
that is purely domestic 
company or purely foreign 
company. They are all be-
coming interwoven,” said 
the expert at the Houston-
based think tank and a non-
partisan center for public 
policy research.

(Xinhua)

CULTURE

The first Confucius Institute 
in northern Laos, also the 
second in the country, has 
been inaugurated.

The institute will help 
further promote exchanges 
between universities of Chi-
na and Laos, Li Baoguang, 
Chinese consul general in 
Laos’ Luang Prabang, said 
at the opening ceremony on 
July 13.

It will also contribute to 
the cooperation between the 
two countries, Li added, not-
ing the growing China-Laos 
ties at present. 

The institute was jointly 
established by Souphanou-
vong University and Kun-
ming University of Science 
and Technology.

Kongsy  Sengmany, 
deputy minister of educa-
tion and sports of Laos, 
Bouakhong Namavong, 
deputy secretary of the pro-
vincial party committee and 
deputy provincial governor 
of Luang Prabang, and 
Wang Xueqin, president of 
Kunming University of Sci-
ence and Technology also 
attended the ceremony.

They spoke highly of 
the role Confucius Institute 
has played in strengthening 
people-to-people exchange 
and cooperation between the 
two countries.

The first Confucius Insti-
tute in Laos was was jointly 
established in 2010 by 
NUOL and China’s Guangxi 
University for Nationalities.

(Xinhua)

The concrete casting for 
the last pier understructure 
of Luang Prabang railway 
bridge has been successful-
ly completed, laying down 
all the foundation construc-
tion work of the two cross-
Mekong River super major 
bridges along the China-
Laos railway.

At Tuesday night over 
the Mekong River in Luang 
Prabang city’s north, some 
220 km north of Lao capi-
tal Vientiane, tankers were 
busily carrying concrete for 
the casting of No. 21 pier 
foundation of the bridge.

Tang Gaoyun, division 
secretary of the Communist 
Party of China working 
committee with the China 
Railway No.8 Engineering 
Group (CREC-8), respon-

sible for the construction 
of the third section of the 
China-Laos Railway and 
the construction of the two 
cross-Mekong River rail-
way bridges, said on July 
11 that after building the 
No.21 pier foundation of 
the Luang Prabang railway 
bridge, his CREC-8 divi-
sion has planted a major 
milestone along the China-
Laos Railway, which means 
the completion of the main 
and the most difficult work 
of the two cross-Mekong 
River bridges’ construction.

“ We  h a v e  p a s s e d 
through a critical juncture,” 
Tang said. “The completion 
of the No. 21 pier founda-
tion will pave the way for 
the CREC-8 to raise all 
the Mekong River bridges’ 

piers above the flood level 
before the flood season.”

As one  o f  the  key 
projects of the China-
Laos Railway, the Luang 
Prabang cross-Mekong 
River super major bridge is 
1458.9 meters long, with 34 

spans. And the construction 
of No.21 pier is the most 
complicated and risky, due 
to its proximity to the main 
shipping lane in the middle 
of Mekong with deep water 
and strong current around.

(Xinhua)

VOICE

Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping called for joint efforts 
with Arab states on July 
10 to build the Belt and 
Road together, promote 
peace and stability in the 
Middle East and safeguard 
justice.

Xi made the remarks in 
his keynote speech at the 
opening ceremony of the 
eighth ministerial meeting 
of China-Arab States Co-
operation Forum in Beijing 
on Tuesday.

The  p r e s iden t  an -
nounced that China and 
Arab countries had agreed 
to establish a “future-ori-
ented strategic partnership 
of comprehensive coopera-

tion and common develop-
ment”.

History and fact prove 
that no matter how the 
international relations 
change and how many dif-
ficulties are ahead, China 
and Arab countries have 
always been good partners 
and brothers that support 
and benefit from each 
other, Xi said.

The China-proposed 
Belt and Road Initiative 
has gained wide support 
and proactive participa-
tion from the interna-
tional community, Xi 
said, adding that Arab 
countries are natural 
partners of the Belt and 

Road given their impor-
tant geographic loca-
tions.

The president called 
on Arab countries to 
boost strategic mutual 
trust with China, uphold 
the principle of sover-
eignty, propose inclusive 
reconciliation and oppose 
terrorism.

Xi announced that Chi-
na will set up a special pro-
ject to rebuild economies 
through industrial vitaliza-
tion and offer humanitarian 
aid to relevant Arab states.

He pointed out that Chi-
na and Arab states should 
focus on boosting intercon-
nectivity, promote coopera-

tion in oil and gas and low-
carbon energy, and enhance 
cooperation in finance and 
high technologies.

Xi pledged that China 
will deepen overall reform 
and uphold the basic na-
tional policy of opening-
up. He welcomed the Arab 
countries to attend the first 
China International Import 
Expo, to be held in Shang-
hai in November.

He called on relent-
less efforts in building the 
China-Arab community 
with shared interests and a 
shared future.

China and Arab coun-
tries should learn more 
from each other, resolve 

misunderstandings through 
dialogue, resolve disagree-
ments in an inclusive man-
ner and work together to 
build cyberspace civiliza-
tion, Xi said.

Xi said the China-Arab 
Reform and Development 
Research Center, which 
was launched in Shanghai 
in April, should be built 
stronger to provide more 
intellectual support for both 
sides.

China and Arab coun-
tries should make joint 
efforts to answer the call 
of the people and promote 
vitalization in the Middle 
East, Xi said.

(China Daily)
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“My family earns more 
than 20,000 yuan a year by 
selling the yellow flowers,” 
said Ran Liansen a farmer 
from Gonglang Town in 
West Yunnan’s Nanjian 
County. 

The past years have 
seen local authorities and 

Party branches in Nanjian 
County’s Gonglang Town 
lead farmers in planting 
gorse, tea, kohlrabi and 
walnut, as new ways to 
fight against poverty. 

In the Xiaomidi village 
alone, more than five hec-
tares of gorse are planted 

by 15 households, with 
several new houses built  
out of the flower income.

For each household 
there, the annual income 
from growing the said 
plants has exceeded 50,000 
yuan.                                                                                 

(Yunnan Gateway)

Gorse growing boosts farmers’ income in Nanjian

Photo taken on July 11 shows the Luang Prabang railway bridge 
under construction.                                                  (Xinhua photo) 

 River chief scheme strengthens 
eco-protection in Lijiang

L i j i a n g ,  a  r e n o w n e d 
tourist city in Yunnan 
province, has seen strong 
results since it began im-
plementing its “river chief 
scheme” in June 2017 to 
protect local lakes, rivers, 
reservoirs and canals.

N o w,  L i j i a n g  h a s 
established a four-level 
river chief scheme which 
includes rivers in local 
municipalities, counties, 
townships and villages 

as well as a two-level 
inspection system and rel-
evant supporting policies.

In total, the city has 
set up 1,199 river chiefs, 
including 16 for city-level 
rivers, 443 for township-
level rivers, and 665 for 
village-level rivers. As 
many as 2,355 patrols 
have been launched on 
the rivers under the river 
chief system in 2017.

              (Lijiang Daily)

ECOLOGY

POVERTY ELIMINATION FOR COMMON PROSPRITY
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Foundation of super bridges completed


