
english.yunnan.cn

CHINA  YUNNAN
Vientiane TimesYUNNAN DAILY PRESS GROUP

Friday August 3, 2018      No.127 Vientiane Times

english.yunnan.cn

CHINA  YUNNAN
Vientiane TimesYUNNAN DAILY PRESS GROUP

Poverty-stricken villagers
 say hello to better life

On July 1, a new page was 
opened in the history of Yingge 
Village in northeast Yunnan’s 
Qiaojia County as the newly-
built Yingge Bridge was open 
to traffic after more than 900 
days of construction. But before 
that, the villagers had to rely on 
an iron cage running on cable-
ways across the Jinshua River 
to the outside world.

The 260-meter-high and 
470-meter-long cableway, 
dubbed “the highest cable car 
system in Asia” was built in 
1999. For locals, it was perilous 
for riding the cable car, but they 
didn’t have other choice. Fortu-

nately, the government built the 
Yingge Bridge which is 385.5 
meters long and the iron cage 
came to its retirement. Now, 
the villagers have safer means 
of transport. They are looking 
forward to changes which the 
bridge will bring to their home-
town and life.

Accordingly, Yunnan will 
replace more than 100 cable-
ways with sturdy bridges in the 
fight against poverty, which 
means more villagers will have 
safer means of transport. Con-
struction of bridges  also  boost 
local development. 

(Yunnan Daily)

Xi charts BRICS cooperation

Philanthropist Tian Jiabing, 
founder of many 
Yunnan schools

On the morning of July 
10th, Dr. Tian Jiabing, 
Father of 100 Chinese 
Schools, passed away in 
Hong Kong at the age of 
99. Throughout his life, 
this old man always tried 
to “use money where it 
was needed most”.

Dr. Tian Jiabing was 
born in 1919 in Yintan 
Village, Guangdong Prov-
ince. When he was 18 
years old, he went to Viet-
nam to sell clay for mak-
ing porcelain. In 1939, he 
moved again, this time to 
Indonesia, where he was 
engaged in the rubber in-
dustry. In 1958, he moved 
his family to Hong Kong 
and set up Tianshi Chemi-
cal Co Ltd. He then began 
building his reputation as 
the city’s “Leather King”.

Dr. Tian is respected 
by Chinese people  a t 
home and abroad not 
only because he was a 
successful entrepreneur, 
but because he was also 
an active philanthropist. 
According to the Tian Ji-
abing Foundation official 
website, the foundation 
was incorporated in Hong 
Kong in 1982 and all of 
its operation funds were 

been donated by Dr. Tian 
and his family company.

From the 1980s to 
June of last year, Dr. 
Tian donated the money 
to found 93 universities, 
166 middle schools, 41 
primary schools, 19 spe-
cialty schools and kin-
dergartens, and 1,800 ru-
ral school libraries across 
China.  These schools 
and institutions of higher 
education are named after 
him, and he is therefore 
known  as  “Fa the r  o f 
100 Chinese Schools”. 
In Yunnan province, Dr. 
Tian donated the money 
to create three middle 
schools, and his founda-
tion also donated many 
facilities to Yunnan Uni-
versity, Yunnan Normal 
University, Yunnan Ag-
ricultural University and 
other institutions of high-
er learning. Additionally, 
as of 2007, Dr. Tian had 
helped to found 26 hospi-
tals, six highways, create 
129 bridges, 1,150 rural 
school libraries, as well 
as the Beijing Museum of 
Natural History and the 
Nanjing Purple Mountain 
Observatory(PMO).

After the 1997 Asian 
f inanc ia l  c r i s i s ,  Dr. 
Tian’s family companies 
and his foundation were 
also affected. Dr. Tian 
sold the villa that he had 
been living in for nearly 
40 years and donated all 
the proceeds to China’s 
schools. After that, Dr. 
Tian lived in a rented 
house until his final day.

(Yunnan Daily)

Lying on the upper reaches 
of the Yangtze River, Yun-
nan Province holds the key 
to the river’s eco-security. 
And in recent years, the 
province has stuck to the 
path of ecological priority 
and green development, 
in an effort to better serve 
build-up of the Yangtze 
River Economic Belt.

To balance development 
and protection, Yunnan 
implemented strict measures 
to ensure a sound ecology, 
a safe environment, and 
sensible utilization of natural 
resources. Through setting 
forth systems to plan, assess, 
and manage the environ-
mental impact, pollution 
and eco-damages have been 
effectively controlled or pre-
vented from happening.

In the first quarter of 
2018, 81.0% the provin-
cially-monitored areas were 

rated at Class III or better in 
water quality. All 26 moni-
tored sites on cross-border 
rivers saw standard water 
quality.

The Yunnan measures 
are also conducive to biodi-
versity in the Yangtze River 
Basin. More than 85% of 
the typical ecosystems and 
protected wild species in 
the province have been ef-
fectively protected, bringing 
back to life the degraded 
ecosystems and the endan-
gered wild species.

At present, Yunnan re-
gards lucid waters and lush 
mountains as invaluable as-
sets, develops three world-
class industries of clean en-
ergy, green food and tourism, 
and actively integrates into 
the Yangtze River Economic 
Belt for high-quality eco-
nomic growth.

(Xinhua, Yunnan Gateway)

Yunnan sticks to 
eco-protection, serves

 Yangtze economic belt
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Chinese, Laotians stand hand in hand 
to face troubled water 

Shuifu, Yangtze's first port in northeast Yunnan's Zhaotong City
              Xinhua photo

BRICS member countries 
should deepen their stra-
tegic partnership and en-
hance cooperation in such 
areas as trade, investment, 
finance and interconnectiv-
ity, Chinese President Xi 
Jinping said on July 26.

In his speech at the 
opening of the BRICS 
Summit held in Johannes-
burg, Xi said that BRICS 
countries should push for-
ward free trade, facilitate 
investment and firmly op-
pose protectionism.

The BRICS countries 
— Brazil, Russia, India, 
China and South Africa 
— should safeguard the 
multilateral trading system 
under the framework of the 
United Nations, the G20 
and the World Trade Or-

ganization, Xi said.
“We must unlock the 

enormous potential of our 
economic cooperation,” 
he said, adding that closer 
economic partnerships for 
shared prosperity is the top 
priority for BRICS.

China will carry out a 
project to enhance human 
resources cooperation, in-
vite experts from the five 
countries to draft a blue-
print for working together 
in a new industrial revolu-
tion and improve the com-
petitiveness of emerging 
markets and developing 
countries, Xi said.

He called on BRICS 
members to uphold mul-
tilateralism, safeguard the 
principle of the UN Char-
ter, encourage all parties to 

resolve disputes through 
coordination and jointly 
build a new type of inter-
national relations.

I t  i s  impor tan t  fo r 
BRICS countries to con-
tinue to pursue innovation-
driven development and 
strengthen coordination on 
macroeconomic policies, 
Xi said, adding that BRICS 
members should reinforce 
their efforts to renew and 
upgrade economic drivers.

Noting that new global 
growth drivers will replace 
old ones in the coming 
decade, he said several 
problems remain, such as 
north-south development 
imbalances.

Xi pointed out that 
the growth of emerging 
markets and developing 

countries are still being 
influenced by regional 
conflicts, unilateralism and 
protectionism.

BRICS countries should 
deepen people-to-people 
exchanges and enhance 
cooperation in areas in-
cluding culture, education, 
health, sports and tourism, 
Xi said.

The five member coun-
tries set up the BRICS Plus 
cooperation mode during 
the BRICS Xiamen Summit 
held in China in September, 
he said, adding that BRICS’ 
“circle of friends” should be 
continuously expanded.

BRICS countries should 
strengthen cooperation to 
make the second golden 
decade a reality, Xi said.

(China Daily)

It is reported that the Xepian-
Xe Nam Noy dam, which has 
been under construction in San-
amxay district, southern Laos’s 
Attapeu Province, collapsed on 
July 23, leaving at least 26 peo-
ple dead and 131 missing. 

In facing of such deadly 
disaster in a neighbor country, 
the Chinese side showed great 

concern and taken prompt ac-
tions to help. 

The Chinese foreign minis-
try said China is willing to offer 
aid and assistance to Laos after 
a dam collapsed. 

Spokesperson Geng Sh-
uang made the remarks at a 
daily press briefing on July 25. 
“China is maintaining close 

communication with Laos on 
disaster relief,” Geng said, re-
sponding to questions regarding 
the aftermath following collapse 
of the dam.

On the same day, Chinese 
People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) medical contingent ar-
rived in Laos’ southern Attapeu 
province Wednesday to help 
with relief work. 

The 32-member contingent 
is the first fully-equipped inter-
national rescue team arriving in 
the flood-hit area. It will offer 
medical service together with 
the Lao medical and sanitary 
teams.

Meanwhile, the Chinese 
businesses in Laos immediately 
joined the rescue efforts. Hu 
Yong, secretary of the party 
working committee of the Chi-
na Railway No.5 Engineering 

Group, was rushing to deliver 
relief food and equipment col-
lected from his company to 
the disaster site, according to a 
Xinhua report. 

The Kunming-based 
Mekong Magazine reporters 
helped the Blue Sky Rescue 
(BSR) team to recuit bilingual 
volunteers. On July 26 morn-
ing, 78 BSR team members left 
Kunming for Vientiane, where 
the rescuers were guided to 
flood-hit areas.

(Yunnan Gateway)

78 Blue Sky Rescue members leave Kunming for Vientiane 
on July 26 morning.                                           Online photo 

CHINA STORY

For  more
information,
please visit our
website. 

Yunnan Express:
english.yunnan.cn

Editor: Wang Shixue
E-mail: 973659397@qq.com


