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NEIGHBOR

A view of Shigu town in Yulong county, Lijiang city, Yunnan province,
April 29, 2018.
Xinhua photo

important barrier for the
ecological security of the
middle and lower reaches
of the Yangtze River, due
to its special location,”
said the city’s top official,
Cui Maohu, who is secretary of the Communist
Party of China’s Lijiang

committee.
The city has paid great
attention in recent years
to protection of the local environment and the
development of the green
economy, especially in areas along the Jinsha River,
he said.

Residents in villages
alongside the river in Lijiang, who know the importance of ecological health,
began planting willow
trees on the river’s banks
in the 1960s. A total of
3.5 million willows were
planted in towns along the
Jinsha in Lijiang’s Yulong
county, according to government figures.
In the beginning, some
farmers planted willows
to shield crops from wind
and to keep the banks
from collapsing during
floods. Gradually, the
villagers understood the
benefits of doing so and
started to plant trees extensively on the banks.
(China Daily)

SPORTS

Yunnan racers bag gold, silver medals
I witness
big changes
in China
I am a doctoral student from
Laos. In the past 12 years, a
Chinese government scholarship has enabled me to
complete my undergraduate education and obtain
my master’s degree. I have
witnessed and experienced
China’s rapid economic and
social development.
In 2005, when I first
came to China, it took me
three days and two nights
to travel from Kunming to
Tianjin by train. I thought
that China is really a big
country. Three years later,
however, China launched
the Beijing-Tianjin intercity
train, which was designed
with a speed of 350 kilometres per hour. If such a
high-speed train could run
in Laos, what an exciting
experience it would be!
When I was admitted to
the University of International Business and Economics (UIBE), there were
just four metro lines in
Beijing. Now the number
in the city has increased
to seventeen. I can board
the metro right at the main
gate of our university,
which is located between
the third and fourth ring
roads in northeast Beijing.
And my Chinese friends
are curious about the outside world and are ready to
learn from others.
The story is told by
Nuopeng and compiled
by Yang Chunmei.
(Yunnan Daily)

On the third day of 2018
Asian Games held in Jakarta, Ma Hao and Lv

Xianjing(M and L) from the
Chinese team did not give
any chances to other competitors in the men’s crosscountry mountain bike racing, and took the first and
second place with 1:34:58
and 1:36:02 respectively.
Ma and Lv were the only
two Chinese participants in
the sport during this Asian
Games. Since both of them
are from southwest China’s
Yunnan province, the gold
medal Ma Hao won was
also the first for Yunnan
athletes in the Games.
During the race, all contestants should finish seven

laps. Ma took the first place
in the forth lap and a racer
from Kazakhstan was neckand-neck with him. Lv kept
calm and tried to get clear
of the other riders to grab
the third spot during the
first half of the event.
In the sixth lap, they two
were well ahead of their
closest challengers, and
crossed the finishing line
finally.
After the competition,
Ma and Lv said they were
“on cloud nine”. They are
expected to bring more
pleasant surprises.
(Yunnan Gateway)

ECOLOGY

Monkey protector in Mt. Baima

At 5:30 am, it was quiet
in the Baima Snow
Mountain nature reserve,
and creatures in the forest
were asleep, waiting for
the dawn.
In the reserve, several
lights had been switched
on at the Xiangguqing
village of the Tacheng
town, Weixi County.
Taking the prepared
f o o d , Yu J i a n h u a , a
65-year-old forester, was
rushing to the area where
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Benefits flow from river that nurtures

Lijiang, a city in northwestern Yunnan province
known for its beautiful
scenery and unique culture of the Naxi ethnic
group, has sought to integrate into the Yangtze
River Economic Belt
through green development, according to local
officials.
The Jinsha River, as
the upper stretches of the
Yangtze River are known,
runs through Lijiang,
and this section, which
is around 600 kilometers
long, accounts for about
one-tenth of the total
length of the Yangtze.
“In the strategy of the
Yangtze River Economic
Belt, Lijiang forms an
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Yunnan snub-nosed monkeys usually stay.
“I should first know
if the monkeys still stay
where they were last
night. If not, I have to
find them.” Yu Jianhua
said to himself. With
steady steps, Yu looks
thin but vigorous.
His job is to follow the
monkeys. Yu feeds them
and observe their living
areas, ensuring that the
food is enough, the mon-

A monkey family in Mt. Baima Photo by Chen Chuangye

keys are healthy, and the
surroundings are safe.
Yu Jianhua usually
works around 8:00 pm,
when the monkeys find
their night habitat. Then,
he goes home for dinner.
Yu Jianhua used to be
a hunter. In 1997, he became a forest ranger. As
a result, his income fell
to 6 yuan per day from
around 15 yuan.
At first, the monkeys
would turn around and
run away at the sight of
Yu Jianhua. Then they
watch him in distance.
“Now, the monkeys are
like my family. If I do not
see the primates for one
or two days, I will miss
them a lot.” The monkeys
rushed towards him, crying, and Yu Jianhua gazed
at them, with a look of affection in his eyes.
(Yunnan Gateway)

POVERTY ELIMINATION

China releases
guideline on winning
battle against poverty
On August 19, China
released a guideline on
winning the battle against
poverty in the next three
years to prepare the nation for eradicating poverty by 2020.
It is an arduous task
to lift a further 30 million
people out of poverty in
the next three years, said
the guideline released by
the Communist Party of
China Central Committee
and the State Council.
The guideline reiterates the country’s target
of lifting all rural poor
and impoverished counties out of poverty and
eliminating absolute
poverty by 2020 to build
a moderately prosperous

society.
Poor population
should be guaranteed food
and clothing and children
from poor families should
be guaranteed nine-year
compulsory education.
Basic medical needs and
living conditions of poor
population should also be
guaranteed, according to
the guideline.
The guideline said
poverty relief work
should be focused on areas in deep poverty, such
as Tibet, mountainous Liangshan Yi Autonomous
Prefecture in Sichuan
Province and Nujiang
Lisu Autonomous Prefecture in Yunnan Province.
(Xinhua)

Xichou builds
roads to prosperity

Located in southeast Yunnan’s Wenshan Zhuang and
Miao Autonomous Prefecture,
Xichou County covers an area
of 1,506 square kilometers.
Besides facing the most
severe rocky desertification
in China, Xichou is also confronted with many other challenges in its development. One
of them is that 99.9% of its land
belongs to mountainous areas,
causing difficulties in building
roads in the county.
For a long time in the past,
most villages in Xichou were
connected with the outside
world only by rugged paths.
Eager to shake off poverty and
fearless of the difficulties, the
villagers have built new roads
and started new life.
Xiaojiatang Village is hidden in the mountains. Ten years
ago, modern communication
and transportation were basically unavailable in the village
and most residents moved to
other places, with only four
households left.
In July 2006, things be-

gan to change in Xiaojiatang.
Under the leadership of Hou
Shougao, the only CPC member in the village, three other
villagers, Yao Shibin, Deng
Zhaocai and Yao Guangjin,
determined to build a new road
themselves. They worked from
8 a.m. to 7 p.m. every day for 6
years, before a 5 km-long road
was built.
“This is a road to prosperity,” said Hou Shougao. He
now runs a small restaurant in
Wenshan City, which brings
his family an annual income
of over 100 thousand yuan.
Ingredients of the restaurant
such as pork and chicken are
transported from Xiaojiatang
via the road Hou and his villagers built.
By Xu Tiyi, Wang Xuefei
For more
information,
please visit our
website.
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