
C h i n e s e  P r e m i e r  L i 
Keqiang reaffirmed China’s 
commitment to economic 
globalization and free trade 
while addressing the Chi-
na-Indonesia Business Sum-
mit on May 7.

“Both China and Indone-
sia believe in economic glo-
balization and free trade. We 
both support the rules-based 
multilateral trading system 
and stand for equal consul-
tation in settling trade dis-
putes,” Li said at the summit 
that was also attended by 
Indonesian Vice President 
Jusuf Kalla.

China highly values its 
relations with Indonesia, a 
major developing country 
and an emerging market 
economy carrying signifi-
cant weight in the world, Li 
told more than 600 business 
people attending the sum-
mit.

During Chinese President 
Xi Jinping’s visit to Indo-
nesia in 2013, the two sides 
charted a course for the de-
velopment of bilateral rela-
tions, which have embarked 
on a fast lane of growth, Li 
said. 

He proposed closer co-
operation in such fields as 
investment, industrial capac-
ity, trade and people-to-peo-
ple exchanges.

Li expressed China’s 
willingness to forge greater 
synergy between the Belt 
and Road Initiative and In-
donesia’s vision as a global 
maritime fulcrum.

“China is ready to buy 
more competitive goods 

from Indonesia,” he said. 
“The two sides have also 
agreed to boost cross-border 
e-commerce to facilitate the 
cooperation between small 
and medium-sized enterpris-
es.”

On people- to-people 
exchanges, Li said China 
is committed to extensive 
exchanges and cooperation 
with Indonesia on education, 
culture, tourism, media and 
sports.

T h e  t w o  s i d e s  h a v e 
agreed to deepen tourism 
cooperation, open more di-
rect flights and work toward 
the goal of three million mu-
tual visits annually.

China has confidence and 
capabilities to maintain a 
medium-high growth rate 
and achieve high-quality de-
velopment in the long term, 
he added.

This year marks the 40th 
anniversary of China’s re-
form and opening up. Li 
stressed that China will 
open a new course of reform 
and opening up, adding that 
there is no end to the reform.

Noting that expanding 
opening up is an indepen-
dent and inevitable choice 
for China, Li said China will 
open up to a higher level 
and achieve mutual benefits 
and win-win results to a 
deeper level. “A more open 
and prosperous China will 
offer more opportunities to 
the development of Indone-
sia and other countries.”

Kalla said the conven-
ing of the China-Indonesia 
Business Summit demon-

strated the strong confidence 
of both countries’ business 
leaders in bilateral economic 
and trade development.

China is  welcome to 
expand investment in In-
donesia, increase two-way 
exports, and join Indonesia 
in building regional compre-
hensive economic corridors, 
Kalla said, adding that he 
hoped the two countries 
could deepen cooperation 
on tourism, digital economy, 
manufacturing, energy, envi-
ronment, and infrastructure.

Xinhua
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Editor’s note: Chinese Premier Li Keqiang visited Indonesia on May 7. Leaders from both countries hailed the fruitful meetings 
and the two sides agreed to stick to peaceful development, safeguard regional and global peace and stability based on widely-ac-
cepted international laws and rules. Li expressed China’s willingness to forge greater synergy between the Belt and Road Initiative and 
Indonesia’s vision as a global maritime fulcrum.

China to promote bilateral ties with Indonesia 
to new level

China is willing to build 
on the good momentum of 
the comprehensive strategic 
partnership with Indonesia 
and jointly achieve greater 
development, visiting Chi-
nese Premier Li Keqiang said 
on May 7.

While meeting with Indo-
nesian President Joko Wido-
do in the presidential palace 
in Bogor, West Java, Li said 
that China and Indonesia 
are important neighbors and 
natural cooperative partners 
with common interests.

The two heads of state 
have held several successful 
meetings and promoted the 
political mutual trust and 
pragmatic cooperation to 
reach a new level, Li said.

Both as major develop-
ing countries and important 
states in the region, China 
and Indonesia working hand 

in hand to seek common de-
velopment is of strategic im-
portance for not only the two 
countries and two peoples, 
but also for the region and 
the whole world at large, Li 
added.

For his part, Widodo wel-
comed Li's visit to Indonesia, 
the first stop on the Chinese 
premier's first overseas trip 
since the new cabinet took 
office in March.

Li's visit comes as this 
year marks the 5th anniversa-
ry of the establishment of the 
China-Indonesia comprehen-
sive strategic partnership.

The visit shows that China 
highly values its relations 
with Indonesia, Widodo said.

The two sides also ex-
changed views on interna-
tional and regional issues of 
mutual concerns. 

Xinhua

China, Indonesia leaders 
hold fruitful talks 

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang (R) attends a welcome ceremony 
held by Indonesian President Joko Widodo at the presidential pal-
ace in Bogor, Indonesia, May 7, 2018.         Photo by Rao Aimin
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Ruan Chengfa: Striving to build world-class 
green food industry 

Development syn-
ergies of China and 
ASEAN boosted

VOICE

On May 4, Ruan Chengfa, 
governor of Yunnan stressed 
the importance of building 
Yunnan’s world-class green 
food industry in the lead-
ership group meeting. He 
said that to achieve the goal, 
more importance should be 
attached to Yunnan’s three-
year action plan of eight key 
industries to take command-
ing height and key points. He 
also stressed that the whole 
province should attract big 
investors and spare no effort 
to build world-class green 
food industry.

After hearing the work re-
port made by the relevant de-
partments, he pointed out that 
every process of promoting 
the green food industry was 
on its way. This goal is re-
garded as one of driving forc-
es for promoting Yunnan’s 
agricultural transformation 
and upgrading. Following 
the idea of ‘large industry + 
new main body + new plat-
form’, the province is taking 
great measures to achieve a 
qualitative leap of its modern 
agriculture with plateau char-
acteristics.

He emphasized that to 
seize the commanding height, 
Yunnan should deeply anal-

yse the current situation and 
development of those eight 
key industries within the 
whole country and through-
out the world. To be the first 
class both in China and the 
world, the province should 
clarify roles and responsibility 
of the local government and 
pinpoint various factors of in-
dustrial commanding height. 
Specifically, he required to in-
crease the public’s awareness 
of promoting organic food 
and follow the trend of eco-
nomic growth, making organ-
ic food as the bright spots of 

Yunnan green food industry. 
Secondly, analyzing develop-
ment trend of key industries 
and setting goals of future de-
velopment of tea, particles of 
traditional Chinese medicine 
and healthy food industries, 
building new product and de-
veloping new business types. 
Yunnan should also play the 
guiding role of agriculture 
products processing index to 
push forward Yunnan’s ratio 
of gross agricultural outputs 
value to agricultural product 
processing outputs to reach 
the national average level. 
Finally, the province should 
also increase industrial 
production volume of green 
food industry via forming 3 
to 5 hundred-billion-Yuan 
industries and several ma-
jor industries in the scale of 
60 billion Yuan.

Ruan Chengfa also called 
for focusing on key points 
and achieving the goal of 
developing key industries as 
soon as possible. To develop 
the orgnic food industry , 
he said that Yunnan should 
accelerate the holistic de-
velopment of organic food 
in villages and counties and 
the recognition process of 
pollution-free, green, organic 

and indication products, re-
duce the use of pesticide and 
chemical fertilizer, provide 
reassurance to consumers 
with  real organic food. To 
commercialize the food in-
dustry,  Ruan stressed that 
production standards should 
be completed and the prov-
ince should extend industrial 
chain to speed up the trans-
formation of farm products 
from primitive and rough 
way to further processing. 
Additional value of these 
products should also be im-
proved. To enlarge the scale, 
Yunnan should promote the 
scale development and sup-
port individual market entity 
to scale up. To cultivate the 
brand, government should 
increase the publicity of var-
ious farming product brands 
to constantly improve influ-
ences of agricultural products 
from Yunnan. Meanwhile, as 
attracting investment is the 
key, the government should 
screen lists of major enter-
prises and introduce first 
grade companies and groups 
via strong policies to inject 
fund and advanced corporate 
philosophy to green food in-
dustry of Yunnan. 

By Chen Xiaobo

Premier Li Keqiang’s visit to 
Indonesia is his first international 
trip after China’s new Cabinet 
took office in March. It will help 
cement the comprehensive stra-
tegic partnership between China 
and Indonesia. 

As an important emerg-
ing economy and the largest 
among the ASEAN mem-
bers, Indonesia has always 
held a special niche in Chi-
na’s peripheral diplomacy. 
As Li pointed out in an 
article published in The Ja-
karta Post on May 5, there 
is strong synergy between 
the two countries’ respec-
tive development initiatives. 
With China’s 21st Century 
Maritime Silk Road and 
Indonesia’s goal of being a 
global maritime fulcrum 
dovetailing nicely.

The efforts of the two 
countries to align their de-
velopment strategies will no 
doubt increase mutual trust. 
This in turn will have a pos-
itive impact on China’s rela-
tionship with ASEAN. This 
year marks the 15th anniver-
sary of the establishment of 
the China-ASEAN strategic 
partnership. The two sides are 
now drawing a blueprint for 
their common development 
and a shared future.
    Excerpted from China Daily

Yunnan Province has of-
ficially launched a travelling 
application “Tour in Yunnan 
on the Phone” or “E-Travel 
in Yunnan”, on March 2, in 
an effort to provide tourists 
with easy, fast and unified 
information service. 

Ruan Chengfa, Yunnan’s 
governor presided the 6th 
executive meeting of 13th 
Provincial People’s Gov-
ernment on May 14. He de-
briefed the work report and 
assure a formal public run 
for this app on June 1.

The meeting highlighted 
that the initial achievements 
of the “E-Travel in Yunnan” 
app were made via unremit-
ting efforts. For the purpose 
of promoting the transfor-
mation and upgrading of 
Yunnan tourism industry and 

realizing smart tourism and 
showcasing new order and 
image of tourism industry 
in Yunnan, all departments 
should keep independent 
choice of tourists and com-
prehensive supervision from 
government in mind. As re-
constructing trustworthiness 
system and complaint sys-
tem are the driving forces, 
relevant departments must 
ensure the formal launch of 
the app on June 1.

There are five steps to 
promote the launching of 
“E-Travel in Yunnan”. First-
ly, focusing on” authority, 
credibility, benefit and con-
venience” to optimize  the 
app and promote the intelli-
gence index of the platform. 
Secondly, assessment for 
rewards and penalty should 

also be strengthened. All 
resources especially fac-
tors such as scenery spots, 
shops and products should 
be uploaded online. All de-
partments should work hard 
to cover all A-level scenic 
areas, achieving the goal 
of “Go anywhere without 
any worries with a phone”. 
Thirdly, throughout recon-
structing tourism complaint 
system and intensifying 
entity responsibility of the 
respondent’s.  Problems 
should be solved on the 
same day, and tourism de-
partment should follow up, 
supervise and feed back 
in time. Duties should be 
clarified layer by layer and 
assure a solution for dis-
putes at beginning. The next 
step is to promote public 

services and accelerate the 
construction of communi-
cation infrastructure, smart 
restrooms, smart parking ar-
eas and upgrading of service 
area in expressway. Finally, 
the government needs to ac-
celerate the development of 

holistic tourism, vigorously 
develop new models of tour-
ism, enrich the supply of 
tourism products, and com-
prehensively integrate with 
the platform of ‘E-Travel in 
Yunnan app.

From ynta.gov.cn

Yunnan to further promote “E-Travel in Yunnan” programme

Ruan Chengfa ,  Yunnan 
Provincial Governor at a press 
conference

Specialists experience “E-Travel in Yunnan”
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Yunnan Minzu University deepens 
international influences

 Located in SW China’s 
Yunnan Province,  Yun-
nan Minzu University was 
founded in 1951 and started 
to admit foreign students 
in 1981. Via years of hard 
work towards foreign af-
fairs, the university now has 
expanded its influence to 
neighboring countries. 

Provide practical train-
ing

In December 2017, a 
groundbreaking ceremony 
for Lancang-Mekong Inter-
national Vocational College 
was held in Ruili, Yunnan 
Province and foreign stu-
dents will be admitted be-
ginning this year. This is an 
undergraduate vocational 
college jointly established 
by Yunnan Minzu Universi-
ty and the People’s Govern-
ment of Ruili Municipality 
of Yunnan. It focuses on 
cultivating high-quality ap-
plication talents to meet the 
economic and social devel-
opment needs of the region.

The China-ASEAN Ed-
ucation and Training Cen-
ter was established in the 
Yunnan Minzu University 
in December 2014, with the 
approval of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and the 
Ministry of Education. Later, 
seven successive training 
bases were established by 

the International Vocational 
Education of Yunnan Minzu 
University in different re-
gions of Yunnan. In the past 
four years, training has been 
provided for people from 
neighboring countries like 
Myanmar, Laos, and Viet-
namese who work in China. 
The content includes Chi-
nese language, skills train-
ing, health care knowledge, 
and Chinese laws and regu-
lations. Since 2014, the bases 
have trained 11,800 people, a 
convenience for the person-
nel of related countries who 
work in China.

Taiji and Yoga promote 
communication

A Tai  Chi  c lass  was 
opened to the public in 
March 2017. It provides op-
portunities for students and 
Taiji lovers to learn about 
Taji. Visiting the University’s 
gymnasium on any Tuesday, 
Wednesday, or Thursday 
afternoon, you will see prac-
titioners dressed in various 
sports wears concentrating 
on practicing Tai Chi.

In June 2015, India’s 
first yoga institute in China 
was established at Yunnan 
Minzu University. How can 
Chinese culture and Taiji be 
popularized? To better serve 
and integrate the Belt and 
Road initiative and to help 

China’s traditional culture 
“go global”, in April 2016 
the Yunnan Minzu Univer-
sity proposed the innovative 
concept of an “International 
Taiji Academy”.

The establishment of the 
International Taiji Acade-
my has attracted Taiji fans 
at home and abroad. In 
addition to the Taiji Public 
Welfare class, which has 
attracted many foreign stu-
dents to learn Tai Chi, at 
the beginning of February 
this year, a delegation from 
Yunnan Minzu University 
paid an exchange visit to 
India for and achieved fruit-
ful results. Yunnan Minzu 
Unive r s i ty  and  Ind ian 
Vivekananda Yoga Anusand-
hana Samsthana (SVYASA) 
and Defu Cultural Univer-
sity jointly established the 
International Taiji College 
Sub-center, to provide Tai 
Chi experience and short-
term training courses on the 
Indian side. A cooperation 
intention was also reached 
with India’s Nehru Univer-
sity. During the exchange, 
Chinese Taiji masters per-
formed Taiji which won ap-
plause on the site, and some 
Indian friends expressed 
their desire to apprentice to 
study Taiji. 
By Han Chengyuan and Liu Ziyu

The 2018 Training Work-
shop for Primary and Second-
ary Teachers from Laos con-
cluded in Kunming, Yunnan 
Province on May 8.

Starting from April 9, the 
month-long workshop has 
seen a participation of 30 

Lao educational officials and 
teachers, including those from 
the Lao Ministry of Educa-
tion and Sports and the Lao 
provinces Luang Prabang, 
Khammouane Lambang, Ou-
domxay and others.

"The workshop is condu-

cive to education in Laos, and 
I hope that China/Yunnan will 
continue to aid Laos in talent 
cultivation." Consul-General 
of Laos in Kunming Kham-
phone Vongsanty said at the 
closing meeting.

He added that under the 
Belt and Road Initiative 
Laos-China educational co-
operation has continued in 
recent years, and the number 
of Laos studying in China in-
creased.

Sponsored by the Chinese 
Ministry of Commerce, the 
workshop is organized by the 
Yunnan International Center 
for Economic and Technical 
Exchange.

The Lao workshop partici-
pants also visited some primary 
and secondary schools in Kun-
ming during the workshop.

Yunnan Gateway

Workshop for Lao teachers closes in Kunming 

As the Belt and Road 
Initiative continues to prog-
ress, Chinese universities 
are increasing and deepen-
ing their cooperative efforts 
with other countries. As a 
result, a growing number 
of students from Belt and 
Road countries are study-
ing in China.

In 2017, according to 
statistics from the Chinese 
Ministry of Education, a 
large number of students 
from 204 countries and re-
gions were studying at 935 
institutions of higher learn-
ing in 31 provinces, munic-
ipalities and autonomous 
regions across China.

The number of  mas-
ter ’s degree candidates 
and doctoral students was 
approximately 75,800, an 
18.62 percent increase over 
2016. Meanwhile, the num-

ber of students from Belt 
and Road countries was 
317,200, accounting for 
64.85 percent of all inter-
national students studying 
in China. This represents 
an 11.58 percent increase 
year-on-year—a number 
higher than the average 
growth rate of other coun-
tries.

In recent years, Chinese 
government scholarships 
have played an important 
role in attracting students 
from neighboring countries 
and other Belt and Road 
nations. Now, Chinese gov-
ernment scholarship stu-
dents from Belt and Road 
countries account for 61 
percent of all international 
students in China, up 8.4 
percent over 2012.

By Hu Hao 
Photo by Luo Rongchan

More students from Belt and 
Road countries studying in China

Group picture of the workshop participants

Recently, the English 
Premier League club Liver-
pool announced a campus 
football cooperation project 
in Kunming, the capital 
city of SW China's Yunnan 
province.

In the next six months, 
Liverpool Football Club 
(LFC) will provide training 
program for ten schools in 
Kunming where local stu-
dents and trainers will benefit 
from the customized ses-
sions.

Dan White, head of the 
Liverpool Football Club In-
ternational Academies hailed 
the agreement. He said the 
coaching principles which 

are called “The Liverpool 
Way” will be applied in the 
same way as it is implement-
ed in Liverpool.

As it is planned, coaches 
from Liverpool club will 
offer at least two hours of 
lectures and practical football 
trainings in each school ev-
ery week during the first four 
months.

The project intends to 
train the participants both 
on and off the ground, 
to improve their football 
skills, and also to improve 
their other skills such as 
communication, teamwork 
and leadership. 

Xinhua

Kunming football to “run” on 
“The Liverpool Way”

International students are studying in Dali University. 
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International car race kicks off  in 
Dongchuan

April 29, the 15th Dongch-
uan Debris Flow International 
Off-road Car Race started in 
Dongchuan District, central 

Yunnan’s Kunming City, 
and lasted five days. The 
roar of the engine, the hur-
rah of audiences, and the 

race has turned Dongchuan 
into a Mecca for car sports 
enthusiasts.

Due to the unique valleys 
and river ways, the race is 
known for its distinct car 
racing track. Held for 15 
years since its inception in 
2004, it has become a call-
ing card for Dongchuan, 
attracting many racers and 
tourists. This year, with a 
total of 860-kilometer-long 
tracks, the race attracted a 
participation of 68 cars and 
136 racers.

Besides the thr i l l ing 
game, Dongchuan is also 
famous for its red Land that 
has been hailed as “God’s 
palette”.

Yunnan Daily
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A racing car in the game

The 2018 Monihei Car-
nival took place from April 
30 to May 1 in Cangyuan 
Wa Autonomous County of 
Yunnan, southwest China. 
It’s a festival all about get-
ting as muddy as possible.

“Monihei”  l i teral ly 
means  “touching you 
black”. It is said that the 
carnival takes its mean-
ing from the Wa ethnic 
group’s custom. Wa peo-
ple believes that smear-
ing a kind of special mud 
called Niangbuluo on faces 
or bodies is a good way to 
frighten evils, keep healthy 
and seek longevity. The 
more paste one smears, 
the more fortune and 
health will be bestowed. 
And the Monihei Carnival 

is the time to smear mud 
onto each other to express 
wishes for health and 
happiness.

This year’s Monihei Car-
nival saw a participation of 
thousands of revelers. The 
men and women, young 
and old, celebrated the 
festival together and got 
smeared with mud from 
head to toe. The carnival 
also involved activities 
such as ethnic song and 
dance performances and 
ethnic costumes exhibition.

In recent years, Cangyu-
an County has given full 
play to its advantage of Wa 
culture, and Monihei has 
become one of the grandest 
annual events in Yunnan.

Yunnan Gateway

Monihei Carnival in Cangyuan: 
More mud, more luck

Tourists at the Monihei Carnival

Since 2014, the rice noo-
dles restaurant "No.9 East 
Street" from southwest Chi-
na’s Kunming has expanded 
its business at home and 
abroad.

  Before their rice noodle 
business, Liu Jia was a pho-
tographer and her brother 
Xu Chang was a flight atten-
dant. In 2014, the two quit 
their jobs and returned to 
their hometown in Yunnan 
to accompany their 90-year-
old grandmother during the 
last days of her life. At that 
time, they recalled their 
sweet memories about home 
and made a decision to open 
a restaurant mainly serving 
Yunnan rice noodles.

They chose to open their 
restaurant in the Shulin Street 
of Kunming as there are 
many elderly people who 
remind them of their own 
grandma. They decorated the 
restaurant with many unique 
ornaments, making it a hy-
brid between ancient Yunnan 
and European styles. Liu Jia 
even organized a small art 
exhibition in the restaurant, 
with participation of a num-
ber of local artists.

 At their most difficult 
times, Xu Chang and Liu 
Jia even thought to give up. 
Fortunately they managed 
to persist. Having the wish 
of sharing Yunnan's delica-
cies with more people, they 

opened the first branch of 
"No.9 East Street" in Singa-
pore. Subsequently, branch-
es in Shanghai, Shenzhen 
and Suzhou opened.

At the end of 2015, a 
reporter from the New 
York Times published 
an article about the din-
ing experience in "No. 9 
East Street". The cover-
age drew the attention of 
American readers to this 
rice noodle restaurant in 
southwestern China and 
many of them called Xu 
Chang, hoping that she 
could open a branch in the 
United States.

  In March 2018, the 
American branch of "No.9 
East Street" opened in New 
York. This is a remarkable 
thing for Xu Chang and Liu 
Jia. "People’s love is our 
motivation," said Xu Chang 
and Liu Jia.

  They chose a Chinese 
American with ancestral 
home in Kunming as their 
partner. But to their surprise, 
most of the customers are 
from other ethnic groups. "It 
is a great achievement that 
the taste of our hometown 
can be accepted and liked by 
foreigners," said Xu Chang 
and Liu Jia.

Yunnan Gateway

Kunming restaurant opens branches 
in New York and Singapore

Pictures taken by a Yun-
nan Daily reporter on April 
30 show the blooming blue 
jacaranda on Kunming’s 
Mid-Jiaochang Road in 
Kunming, the provincial 
capital city of Yunnan.

Native to tropical and 
subtropical regions in cen-
tral and southern American 
countries, the flowering 
plant has been planted 
widely in Asia. 

Yunnan Daily

Kunming: Flower city 

Photo by Yang ZhengA view in the restaurant
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VOICE

To those who doubt  the 
country’s commitment to eco-
nomic openness, President Xi 
Jinping gave his personal assur-
ance that rather than close its 
doors to the rest of the world, 
China will open them further, 
in his speech at the 2018 Boao 
Forum for Asia in April.

Beijing has been consistent in 
its loyalty to reform and open-
ing-up, the 40-year-old formula 
of miraculous growth. Yet the 
rest of the world is anxious for 
credible evidence that its alle-
giance to that course was not 
wavering on encountering head-
winds.

What President Xi unveiled 
in Boao — from greatly loos-
ening market access to creating 
an investor-friendly domestic 
market, enhancing intellectual 
property rights protection and 
increasing imports — is more 
than a pleasant surprise, and 
confirmation that its course re-
mains unchanged. It is a fitting 
tribute to the 40th anniversary 
of reform and opening-up, and 
an all-win prescription for many 
of the problems between Bei-
jing and its overseas partners.

Despite meaning short-term 
challenges for some industries 
at home, they will ultimately 
emerge stronger in a more open 
market through fair competition 
with overseas peers. Overseas 
consumers and investors, too, 
will benefit from a more open 
Chinese economy.

The country will pay equal 
attention to “bringing in” and 
going out, with the first interna-
tional import expo to be held in 
Shanghai in November being an 
important policy statement and 
action demonstrating China’s 
embracing of greater openness.

 “This is a strategic choice 
China has made based on its 
own development needs,” he 
stated. A choice rooted in the 
clear understanding that “Chi-
na’s second revolution”, as he 
called it, has not only profound-
ly changed the country but also 
greatly influenced the whole 
world.

Openness was the key that 
unlocked the door to the future 
40 years ago, and greater open-
ness is now indispensable for 
the country’s future progress.

China Daily

In northern and central Laos, 
mountains seem to reign the 
area where population is scarce. 
There was almost nothing but 
primeval forests and traces of 
slash-and-burn cultivation left 
by mountainous residents.

However,  s ince the be-
ginning of construction of 
China-Laos railway, the area 
has been witnessing massive 
changes. The most obvious 
change brought about by the 
construction of the China-Laos 
railway is the new roads run-
ning through wild forests in 
northern Laos.

In Muangxay-Luang Pra-
bang area in northern Laos, the 
1801 provincial road used to be 
a narrow, steep and bumpy dirt 
road curving around slopes. 
After being included in the 
construction of China-Laos 
railway, the China Railway 

International Group set up a 
special maintenance team to 
widen the road and decrease 
slopes. Now the road is either 
covered with sand stone, or 
blacktopped.

With the help of the Chinese 
construction team, the area was 
officially connected to electric-
ity grid in July, 2017. The “No 
Man’s Land” has now entered 
into the “power era”.

China-Laos railway starts 
from the Mohan-Moten border 
area between the two countries, 
running over 400 km to Lao 
capital Vientiane with designed 
operating speed of 160 km per 
hour. Over 60 percent of the 
route are bridges and tunnels.

Being the first overseas route 
connecting with the railway 
system in China using Chinese 
technology and equipment, 
China-Laos railway is a major 

project which was reached and 
promoted by top leaders of the 
two countries, a major project 
in infrastructure interconnectiv-
ity between China and neigh-

boring countries, and a major 
project in implementing the 
Belt and Road Initiative.

Xinhua

After more than a year’s con-
struction, the China-Laos railway 
is taking shape in northern Laos 
bordering China.

“Now we have 2,401 staff and 
603 sets of equipment at our con-
struction sites,” Zhou Xiaoxia, the 

superintendent of the China-Laos 
railway construction project’s first 
section, told Xinhua.

The superintendent from China 
Railway No. 5 Engineering Group 
(CREC 5) told Xinhua, up until the 
end of March, his unit had complet-

ed around 26 percent of the project 
section.

In 2018, Section One of the 
China-Laos railway project will see 
tunnels extended between 18 km 
and 20 km into the mountains and 
before Chinese New Year in Feb-
ruary, 2019, the section will have 
bored through six tunnels, Huang 
Zongwen, a senior official with the 
China-Laos railway construction 
project said.

He added that all the lower por-
tions of the bridges, and the main 
roadbed work will be finished in 
2018 and, before June this year, 
most of the culverts will be built.

The China-Laos railway con-
struction project is divided into six 
sections. The CREC 5 is in charge 
of Section One in northern Laos, 
which borders China.

“There’s a feeling of real enthusi-
asm towards this construction proj-
ect and our team has been touched 

by the eagerness and expectations 
of the Lao people towards the rail-
way,” Hu Yong, a senior official of 
a CREC 5 said.

“I am sure this year will see 
the construction work continue to 
boom and we can assure the timely 
and quality progress of the Chi-
na-Laos railway.”

In Hu Yong’s team, Boten 
Tunnel is listed as one of the Chi-
na-Laos railway’s “important but 
difficult” projects.

Inside the Boten tunnel, en-
gineering blasting, digging and 
cement lining were being carried 
out in an orderly fashion, and the 
in-and-outward bound heavy-duty 
trucks carried out earth and gravel 
continually.

The tunnel, with a total length 
of 9,595 meters, is divided into two 
parts, 7,170 meters on the Chinese 
side and 2,425 meters on the Lao si-
de.                                           Xinhua

Construction work advances rapidly as
China-Laos railway takes shape

Editor’s note: Railway from China to Laos and Thailand is an important part of “Belt and Road” 
Initiative. Construction of the railway has drawn much attention and has also brought great 
changes to people along the route. In this edition, we particularly collected the correlative news, 
photographs, and stories to show these changes.

Railway brings positive changes to north Laos

Photo taken on April 14, 2018 shows the Luang Prabang 
railway bridge under construction by China Railway No.8 Engi-
neering Group Co., Ltd. (CREC8) over Mekong River in Luang 
Prabang, Laos.

Photo taken on March 26, 2018 shows the cross-border Friend-
ship Tunnel on China-Laos railway is under construction in Boten, 
Laos
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Up and Out of Poverty  goes digital in 
English and French

Eradicate poverty for common prosperity

Zhukula Village: Poverty alleviation 
from seed to cup

Poor villages in Yunnan have
access to electric power
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In this high and cold moun-
tainous area, 3,060 metres above 
the sea level, one feels able to 
touch the clouds. The locals call 
this Yi minority town “a strong-
hold in the clouds”.

It is actually part of Niujie 
Township in Dali Bai Autono-
mous Prefecture, Yunnan Prov-
ince. In the past, the 36 house-
holds here relied on solar power 
alone, an option that simply did 
not work on rainy days.

In recent years, electric pow-
er authorities in Yunnan have 
accelerated the transformation 
of rural power grids. Many re-
lated measures have helped to 
improve the living standards of 
people living in the province’s 
rural areas.

But due to the poor transporta-
tion infrastructure and the harsh 
climate, villagers used to be al-
most completely cut off from the 
amenities of modern life.

In 2013, the villagers be-

gan to use solar panels, which 
could basically provide elec-
tricity for lighting and televi-
sions. However, when rainy or 
snowy weather lasted for three 
to four days, the village’s solar 
power would run out.

Roads and electric power are 
necessary conditions for lifting 
poor villages out of poverty. 
Today, when night falls, street 
lights illuminate Dulongjiang 
Township in Yunnan’s Nujiang 
Autonomous Prefecture. In 
2014, China Southern Power 
Grid invested more than 30 mil-
lion yuan to build a 20-kilovolt 
power grid for the township. 
Now the villagers no longer 
need to worry that an instable 
power supply might damage 
their electrical appliances with 
surges. Also, new develop-
ments include the creation of 
a catering industry and future 
eco-tourism possibilities.

                                 Xinhua

 “During my childhood, I 
didn’t like it here and wished 
to go somewhere else. Now I 
don’t want to leave my home-
town,” said Qi Xuesheng. 
When he returned to his home-

town of Zhukula Village in 
Yunnan’s Binchuan County, he 
had been away for more than 
ten years.

Zhukula has an old coffee for-
est with a history of more than 

100 years. It is known as a “liv-
ing fossil” of Chinese coffee. In 
the past, however, the villagers 
had to walk on a mountain path 
for five hours if they needed to 
go to the nearest town. They 
grew low-yield crops and did 
not know what to do with the 
ancient coffee forest. 

Today, with the help of 
Binchuan Plateau Organic 
Agriculture Development 
Company, Zhukula Coffee 
has ushered in a new period 
of prosperity. With the brand 
of Zhukula Coffee as the core, 
the village has increased acre-
age devoted to bean-growing 
to 667 hectares. This growth 
has created more than 30,000 
jobs and brought in larger and 
larger amounts of money as 
the coffee is exported. 

     By Wang Yi

English and French edi-
tions of the book Up and 
Out of Poverty  have been 
t rans la ted  and publ ished 
b y  t h e  C h i n e s e  F o r e i g n 
Language  P re s s .  Cop ie s 
became available to Chi-
nese  and foreign readers 
in digital form on April 9 
on Amazon.cn, Overdrive.
com, Cnpereading.com, and 
Zhangyue.com.

Up and Out of Poverty  is 
authored by Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping. It is a col-
lection of 29 speeches and 
research reports Xi wrote 
when he served as secretary 
of the Communist Party of 
China (CPC) Ningde Pre-
fectural Committee between 
1988 and 1990. It also con-

tains ten valuable photos. 
In the book’s passages, Xi 
considers methods to shake 
off poverty and promote eco-
nomic development in east 

Fujian Province.  He also 
proposes a series of systems, 
concepts, opinions and meth-
ods to address major social 
and  economic  p rob lems . 
These ideas cover econom-
ic, political, cultural, social 
and ecological progress and 
Party building. The book is 
insightful, approachable and 
of high theoretical value.

The  paperback  ed i t ion 
of the book Up and Out of 
Poverty  was translated into 
English and French and pub-
lished by the Foreign Lan-
guage Press. Since its release 
in August 2017, the book has 
received extensive attention 
and praise from the interna-
tional community.

Xinhua

Editor’s note: Poverty is the short board that China has been trying to fix in its development. The Poverty 
alleviation measures also can be learned by other developing countries.  What China achieved in poverty erad-
ication is a great encouragement to most developing countries. World Bank once praised China’s targeted pov-
erty alleviation as a “perfect text book of poverty alleviation in the world”. In this special edition, we collected 
poverty eradication stories in China and Yunnan Province, hoping that we can learn something from them.

Further reading

People taste coffee from Zhukula Village

Transformation of Yunan rural power grids
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Readers’ Day of four periodicals marked in Kunming
Editor’s note:Yunnan Daily Press Group and The Mekong Magazine have held the “Readers’ Day” function 

themed “One River, One Family” in Kunming, capital of SW China’s Yunnan Province on April 28. Attendees 
of the event included in-Kunming consuls general, consuls, translators, university teachers and international col-
lege students from China, Myanmar, Thailand, Laos and Cambodia. Following is the report about the function, 
presenting profound friendship between Yunnan and Mekong countries.

Yunnan Daily Press Group and The 
Mekong Periodical Office have held 
the “Readers’ Day” function themed 
“One River, One Family” in Kunming 
capital of SW China’s Yunnan Province 
on April 28.

Attendees of the event involve 
in-Kunming consuls general, consuls, 
business delegates, translators, univer-
sity teachers and international college 
students from China, Myanmar, Thai-
land, Laos and Cambodia.

U Soe Paing, Consul-General of 
Myarmar in Kunming, said: “The 
Mingalar magazine uses the Myanmar 
language to report China’s politics, 
economy, and the cooperation between 
the two countries.” 

Lauding the magazine’s friendly 
contacts with his consulate, Soe Paing 
also hoped this monthly news magazine 
could let more Yunnan readers know 
about Myanmar’s tourism resources 
and economic performance in the fu-
ture. 

All the 100 plus participants have 
something to do with the “four periodi-
cals” under the Kunming-based period-
ical office, namely, Mingalar, Mekong, 

Champa and Khmer. Published in local 
languages, the four news magazines are 
loved by the readers.

Khamphone Vongsanty, Consul-Gen-
eral of Laos in Kunming, said the “four 
periodicals” provide rich information 
for readers in the Mekong region, not-
ing the Laotian Champa magazine’s 
progress in language.

Founded in 2005, Champa has played 
a key role in the exchanges and mu-
tual understanding between the two 
countries, helping the buildup of a Chi-
na-Laos community with a shared future, 
the consul-general added.

International college students from 
China, Myanmar, Thailand, Laos and 
Cambodia either shared their stories 
with the publications or performed 
songs and dancing. Other attendees 
also remarked on the periodicals. 

The “four periodicals” are sponsored 
by the State Council Information Office 
of China and founded by the Informa-
tion Office of the People’s Government 
of Yunnan Province. Since 2016, they 
have been run by Yunnan Daily Press 
Group. 

Reporting by Gateway staffs

Group photo of the function

International students read magazine

Two foreign students sing Chinese songs

Performance from Thai students 100 plus participants joined the event

U Soe Paing, Consul-General of 
Myarmar in Kunming speaks at the 
function

Khamphone Vongsanty,  Con-
sul-General of Laos in Kunming de-
livers a speech

Wijayane Surapolbhichet, deputy 
Consul-General of Thailand in Kun-
ming is speaking
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International cricket club and 
their happy time

Learn Mandarin

Cricket is a new sport for a lot 
of Chinese people. Originating 
in the UK, however, it is a game 
that boasts a history of hundreds 
of years. Surprisingly, there is a 
cricket club in Yunnan which is set 
up by a group of expats. They bond 
with each other by cricket and 
sweat, unwinding from workday 
and sharing the common joy.

Yunnan Cricket Club was 
founded by Luan, an English 
young man from Newcastle, and 
his friends two years ago. Current-
ly, there are 65 members, most of 
whom are from Pakistan. Seven are 
Bangladeshis, and a very few from 
India, England, South Africa, and 
West Indies. They mainly came to 
Yunnan for further education.

Luan said that comparing with 
cricket clubs in Beijing, Shanghai 
and Hong Kong, the Yunnan crick-
et club is relatively lagging behind, 
both in speed and scale. Fortunate-
ly, members in the club are younger 
and more talented. 

He also told us that there are a 
lot of ace cricket players in small 
countries in Central, South and 
Southeast Asia. As Yunnan is close 
to these regions, more people will 
come to the province to join the 
club. 

Foreigners in Yunnan are kind 
of like a family, and the Yunnan 
expats are different from those in 
other Chinese provinces, Luan said. 

Luan married a Yunnan woman 
a few years ago, and that’s also a 
reason for him to settle down here. 
Many expats just travel or live in 
China temporarily.

“People can’t play cricket in 
winter or rainy days, but thanks to 
the fine climate, you can play in 
Yunnan all year round,” Luan said. 
They are planning to play with lo-
cal teams in Malaysia and Nepal in 
the coming future.

Taking off the glasses and the 
white gown, Saadiq, captain of the 
cricket team throws himself into 
the green field on every Sunday. 
Saadiq told us that the official 
Cricket training of Yunnan Cricket 
Club takes place on every Sunday 
starting from 11 am until 4 pm. 
Players are very dedicated towards 
cricket and are very serious when it 
comes to competition. The team is 
still new and young and the players 
are putting in much effort and gain-
ing good experience by matching 
against the big cricket clubs in Chi-
na.

The future of Yunnan Cricket 
Club is bright. With more players 
are joining now and then, the club 
is expanding. The club now is 
searching for cooperative partners 
to enhance influence and popu-
larity. As a new sport for Chinese, 
Luan and Saadiq are trying to draw 
more fans into the game.

By Li Hengqiang

Summer is a Malaysian 
girl who now owns the Sushi 
Kitchen—a vegetarian restau-
rant in Kunming, the “spring 
city” in southwest China’s 
Yunnan Province.

She worked in a multina-
tional enterprise for over three 
years.  Having considered 
changing to another field for a 
while, she quitted the job and 
hunted a new one at a vege-
tarian restaurant called Sushi 
Kitchen in Malaysia.  She 
began her new job as a dish 
washer and then gradually be-
came a manager in the restau-
rant. 

Two years later on Oct. 1, 
2017, she opened the Sushi 

Kitchen in Kunming’s Wenhua 
Alley. It is the sixth branch of 
the Malaysian restaurant. She 
said that her story with Yunnan 
can be summed up as “some-
thing written in the stars”.

Summer first got to know 
Kunming when she was vol-
unteering in Yunnan’s Lijiang 
City. That day, she had to spend 
a night in Kunming because of 
flight transfer. And the spring 
city impressed her a lot. 

Therefore, when Summer 
was deciding the location of 
the sixth restaurant, a thought 
flashed—why not open one in 
China? She then searched for 
the stores available in Kunming 
and finally found one at Wen-

hua Alley in the downtown. 
The Wenhua alley is the 

“foreigners’ street” in Kun-
ming as restaurants of various 
exotic flavors gather there. Due 
to the location, shops in the 
alley are sought-after. Summer 
was lucky because the house 
owner agreed to wait her for 
half a month to raise the rent.

Farooq and Dickson, two 
gentlemen from England, are 
frequent diners at Summer’s 
restaurant. They got to know 
the place by searching on Hap-
py Cow, a vegetarian website. 
Farooq thinks that the food 
here is “really good”, while 
Dickson said the restaurant is 
somewhere “like heaven”. 

“ S o m e  f o o d  m a t e r i a l s 
are transported by air from 
Malaysia and we’ve already 
made perfect food pairings for 
guest,” said Summer. All food 
varieties are sound. Some cus-
tomers spent one hour by bus 
to get here for a meal, and oth-
ers even brought her a guitar 
and an old piano as presents. A 
Zen master from nearby Yuan-
tong Temple would sometimes 
stay here for a while and give 
her some tea.

“The time of cleaning the 
kitchen is the most fulfilling 
time in my life. I also believe 
I make delicious sushi,” she 
added, grinning. 

By Li Hengqiang

I reached Perak after head-
ing to north for three hours 
from Kuala Lumpur, capital of 
Malaysia. In assembly work-
shop of CRRC Rolling Stock 
Center (Malaysia) SDN. BHD., 
which is the first-level sub-
sidiary corporation of CRRC 
Zhuzhou Locomotive Co.,Ltd., 
several bullet train were ready 
to be assembled. Its black and 
yellow stripes reminded me of 
tigers.

Jiawei, the workshop man-
ager greeted me in warm wel-
come. He has been working in 
the company for four years and 
is the first foreign workshop 
manager. “I was only an ordi-
nary worker at the first place in 
CRRC. I had to work overtime 
late since there were too much 
to learn.” His industriousness 
finally got the return. What 
moved him most is that as an 

Indian Malaysian, the company 
trusts him so much that leaders 
designated him a managerial 
position and in charge of a 
team which is consisted of Ma-
laysian and Chinese workers. 
It is introduced that there are 
155 employees in the company 
and 80% of whom are native. 

  Having been interested in 
trains from childhood, Jiawei 
always wanted to figure out 
the how to produce a train. He 
now makes trains every day 
and never gets bored with it. 
Inter-city trains linking urban 
area and suburb were produced 
from Jiawei’s workshop. “I 
have taken the train a couple of 
times and memories emerged 
when sitting in them.” Jiawei 
said he is proud of himself as 
he achieved his dream, staring 
at those trains being assem-
bled. 

Jiawei’s family is proud of 
him too. His wife was the first 
one who encouraged him to 
apply for the job in CRRC. He 
took his family to the work-
shop after he was promoted as 
the manager. “My grandpa was 
shocked after the visit,” Jiawei 
said. He joked that he regretted 
to bring his grandfather here 
because he always asked Jia-
wei when he can come to visit 
again. 

As a matter of fact, this is not a 
train dream for Jiawei, it is also the 
dream for Malaysia. The produc-
tion base, with the annual capacity 
of producing 100 trains and over-
hauling 150 trains, makes Malaysia 
the first nation boasting the product 
manufacturing capability of rail 
transit equipment among ASEAN 
countries. 

From People’s Daily
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Sushi story of Malaysian girl in Kunming
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