
China’s new policy to the 
Arab world announced by 
Chinese President Xi Jinping 
has pointed a clear direction 
and become a fundamental 
principle for Sino-Arab rela-
tions in the new era. 

China and Arab coun-
tries had agreed to estab-
lish a “future-oriented 
strategic partnership of 
comprehensive coopera-
tion and common develop-
ment”, Xi said in a speech 
delivered at the opening cer-
emony of the eighth minis-
terial meeting of the on July 
10 at the Great Hall of the 
People in Beijing.

It was the third time that 
Xi has articulated China’s 
policy to the Arab world af-
ter his speeches at the sixth 
ministerial meeting of the 
CASCF in 2014 and Arab 
League headquarters in 
2016.

China and Arab coun-
tries have always been good 
partners and brothers that 
support and benefit from 
each other, from conducting 
busy commercial exchanges 
along the ancient Silk Road 
to building the Belt and 
Road together.

Xi proposed to joint con-
struct of the Belt and Road 
Initiative with Arab coun-
tries in 2014. Since then, the 
Initiative has driven forward 
Sino-Arab relations in all 
fields and pushed Sino-Arab 
comprehensive cooperation 
onto a new stage.

Over the last four years, 
China and Arab countries 
have further cemented 
the “1+2+3” cooperation 
pattern featuring energy 
cooperation as the core, in-
frastructure construction 
and trade and investment 
facilitation as the two 

wings, and taking the new 
frontier technologies in the 
fields of nuclear energy, 
space satellite and new 
energy as the three break-
throughs.

They have also made 
sustained efforts to advance 
collaboration in four major 
fields of promoting stabil-
ity, identifying new forms 
of cooperation, conducting 
production capacity cooper-
ation, and deepening friend-
ship.Under these efforts, a 
comprehensive framework 
of co-building the Belt and 
Road in the Middle East is 
rapidly being formed.

 Standing at a historical 
point of uniting and rejuve-
nating developing countries 
and with a view to the long-
term interests of the two 
sides, Xi drew a new blue-
print for Sino-Arab relations 
in his speech.

People’s Daily
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Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping called for joint efforts 
with Arab states on July 10 
to build the Belt and Road 
together, promote peace and 
stability in the Middle East 
and safeguard justice.

Xi made the remarks in 
his keynote speech at the 
opening ceremony of the 
eighth ministerial meeting 
of China-Arab States Coop-
eration Forum in Beijing on 
Tuesday.

The president announced 
that China and Arab coun-
tries had agreed to establish 
a “future-oriented strategic 
partnership of comprehen-
sive cooperation and com-
mon development”.

History and fact prove 
that no matter how the in-
ternational relations change 
and how many difficulties 
are ahead, China and Arab 
countries have always been 
good partners and brothers 
that support and benefit from 
each other, Xi said.

The China-proposed 
Belt and Road Initiative has 
gained wide support and pro-
active participation from the 
international community, Xi 
said, adding that Arab coun-
tries are natural partners of 
the Belt and Road given their 

important geographic loca-
tions.

The president called on 
Arab countries to boost stra-
tegic mutual trust with China, 
uphold the principle of sov-
ereignty, propose inclusive 
reconciliation and oppose 
terrorism.

Xi announced that China 
will set up a special project 
to rebuild economies through 
industrial vitalization and 
offer humanitarian aid to rel-
evant Arab states.

He pointed out that China 
and Arab states should focus 
on boosting interconnectiv-
ity, promote cooperation in 
oil and gas and low-carbon 
energy, and enhance coop-
eration in finance and high 
technologies.

Xi pledged that China will 
deepen overall reform and 
uphold the basic national 
policy of opening-up. He 
welcomed the Arab countries 
to attend the first China Inter-
national Import Expo, to be 
held in Shanghai in Novem-
ber.

He called on relentless 
efforts in building the Chi-
na-Arab community with 
shared interests and a shared 
future. 

China Daily
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China’s MOC issues statement 
on U.S. investigation

China’s Ministry of Com-
merce (MOC) released a 
statement Thursday regard-
ing the Statement by the U.S. 
Trade Representative on 
Section 301 Action released 
on July 10. The following is 
the major points of the state-
ment.

I. The slander of the Unit-
ed States against China about 
gaining extra advantage 
through unfair trade practice 
is a distortion of facts and 
hence is groundless. 

II. The United States’ ac-
cusations that China neglects 
differences in trade and has 
not taken active measures are 
not true.

III. The United States 
accused China’s countermea-
sures have no international 
legal basis, but in fact it is the 

U.S. unilateral initiation of a 
trade war that has no interna-
tional legal basis at all.

IV. That China was forced 
to take counteractions is an 
inevitable choice to defend 
national interests and global 
interests, and is perfectly 
rightful, reasonable and law-
ful.

V. The United States is not 
only launching a trade war 
with China, but also with the 
whole world, dragging the 
world economy into danger.

VI. China will continue to 
firmly push ahead with re-
form and opening according 
to the plans and pace that are 
set, and work with the rest of 
the world to firmly uphold 
free trade and the multilateral 
trading system.

                               Xinhua
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Chinese President Xi Jinping delivers a speech at the opening 
ceremony of the eighth ministerial meeting of the China-Arab 
States Cooperation Forum in Beijing July 10, 2018.                                                                                 

Photo/Xinhua
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Gorse growing boosts farmers’ income
 in Nanjian County

Bingdao: Tea farmers 
embark on new journey

“My family earns more 
than 20,000 yuan a year by 
selling the yellow flowers,” 

said Ran Liansen a farmer 
from the Xiaomidi Village 
in West Yunnan’s Nanjian 

County. 
“Now, 15 households in 

our village are growing the 
gorse flower and some have 
built new houses thanks to 
the income brought by the 
economic plant.” Ran added 
with excitement. 

The past years have seen 
local authorities and Party 
branches in Nabjian County’s 
Gonglang Town lead farmers 
in planting gorse, tea, kohlra-
bi and walnut, as news ways 
to fight against poverty. In 
the Xiaomidi village alone, 
more than five hectares of 
gorse are planted.

For each household there, 
the annual income from 
growing the said plants has 
exceeded 50,000 yuan.

Yunnan Gateway

Bingdao Village now can 
easily afford fancy cars, they 
are considering more about fur-
ther development of the local 
tea industry. Bingdao Village is 
located in southwest Yunnan’s 
Shuangjiang County. Before 
2003, nobody came to the vil-
lage to buy tea leaves even at 
the price of one for a kilo due 
to rugged road conditions. 

However, blessed with rare 
ancient tea trees of hundreds of 
years old, the tea brand of Bin-
gdao becomes more powerful 
year by year and its price has 
now become the most import-
ant wind indicator of those of 
high-end pu’er tea. Currently, 
as local people become rich, 
buying a fancy car is very easy 
for them. But they are consid-
ering more about the further 
development of the village. 

Villagers said that they are 
grateful to their ancestors for 
leaving these ancient tea trees 
for them. But besides selling 
tea leaves, they value the long-
term development in the future. 
They have now begun to af-
forest the mountain slopes and 
create better environment for 
their descendants. 

In the meantime, more young-
sters working in cities have come 
back to the village and work 
as tea growers. They use their 
marketing knowledge to make 
contributions to bettering the 
brand recognition and enriching 
cultural connotation of Bingdao 
tea. In the future, the villagers are 
planning to build Bingdao into a 
health tourism destination with 
local flavors, providing better tea 
culture experience for visitors.

    Yunnan Daily

In early July, it is not 
too hot in south Yunnan’s 
Honghe County. At around 
8:00 pm, Chen Zhiguang, 
a villager from Longma 
Village, finished cooking a 
Hani meal for his guests.

Chen Zhiguang turned 
his house into a guesthouse 
for rural tourists in 2016. 

His house was built near 
the terraced fields of the 
village. And there are 17 
rooms in the three-story 
house, each priced at more 
than 100 yuan per night.

C h e n  a l s o  b u i l t  a 
sight-seeing platform at the 
first floor, where visitors 
lodging in his rooms can 
have a good view of the ter-
raced fields in the morning . 

From October on, all of 
his guestrooms are ordered 
in advance. Chen Zhiguang 
is so busy that he often asks 

the neighbors to help.
“I used to work as a 

farmer and migrant worker, 
but I could only make ends 
meet for my six-member 
family,” recalled Chen. 
“Now my guestrooms for 
rural tourists bring me a 
much-higher income of 
around 100,000 yuan per 
year.”

In the village, the roads 
were widened, and parking 
lots and public toilets were 
newly built, drawing in in-
creasing number of tourists.

“The weather here is 
good, the terraced fields 
are spectacular and free of 
charge,” said Bai Hao, a 
tourist from Kunming. 

Yunnan Gateway

Longma Village: Rural tourism enriches
 local villagers

Tourists taste local snacks at Longma village.

Stories of  targeted poverty elimination in Yunnan 
Editor’s note: China will reduce the poor rural population by over 10 million in 2018, including 2.8 million people to be relocated from inhos-
pitable areas, Premier Li Keqiang said earlier this year at the 13th National People’s Congress (NPC), the national legislature. Poverty allevia-
tion efforts will be carried on through the development of local industries, education, and healthcare. Over the past five years, more than 68.5 
million rural people had been lifted out of poverty in China. That means 37,000 people escaped poverty every single day. The national pover-
ty rate falling from 10.2 percent to 3.1 percent. Yunnan is a major poverty-stricken province in southwest China, and there still remain quite 
a few national-level poor areas and counties in the province. To lift all the impoverished rural residents out of poverty as early as possible, 
locals launched the targeted poverty alleviation drive, with industry development in focus.  In this issue, we share with our readers short 
stories regarding Yunnan effrots in poverty relief: growing economic plants and developing rural tourism etc.

A local farmer picks the gorse flower.                                
                            Photo/Yunnan Daily

Lincang: Macadamia growing
increases farmers’ income

Wang Pusheng, a villager 
from the Daxueshan Township, 
southwest Yunnan’s Lincang 
City, could never have imagined 
that growing macadamia nuts 
would become a means to lift his 
family out of poverty. 

Due to the illness of 
his aged mother and the 
schooling of young chil-
dren, Wang had been strug-
gling for years in poverty, 
and his household was list-
ed in the targeted poverty 
alleviation plan by local 
government years ago. 

The county-level poverty 
alleviation authorities provided 
Wang Pusheng with free maca-
damia seedlings and sent special 
personnel to train him in culti-
vation techniques. Years later, 
around three hectares of Mac-
adamia trees grown by Wang 
Pusheng began to bear fruits, 
bringing the family an income of 

more than 20,000 yuan in 2016. 
Lincang City started to grow 

macadamias in the 1980s and is 
now one of the world’s largest 
producing areas. In 2017, the 
macadamia output value in the 
city reached 600 million yuan, 
lifting a total of 150,000 local 
villagers out of poverty.

  Yunnan Daily
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Foundation of cross-Mekong River
 super bridges completed

 The concrete casting for 
the last pier understructure 
of Luang Prabang railway 
bridge has been successful-
ly completed, laying down 
all  the foundation con-
struction work of the two 
cross-Mekong River super 
major bridges along the 
China-Laos railway.

At Tuesday night over 
the Mekong River in Luang 
Prabang city’s north, some 
220 km north of Lao capi-
tal Vientiane, tankers were 
busily carrying concrete for 
the casting of No. 21 pier 
foundation of the bridge.

Tang Gaoyun, division 
manager with the China 
Railway No.8 Engineering 
Group (CREC-8), respon-
sible for the construction 
of the third section of the 
China-Laos Railway and 
the construction of the two 
cross-Mekong River rail-
way bridges, told Xinhua 
on Wednesday that after 
building the No.21 pier 
foundation of the Luang 
Prabang railway bridge, his 
CREC-8 division has plant-
ed a major milestone along 
the China-Laos Railway, 
which means the comple-
tion of the main and the 
most difficult work of the 
two cross-Mekong River 
bridges’ construction.

“We have passed through 
a critical juncture,” Tang 
said. “The completion of 
the No. 21 pier foundation 
will pave the way for the 
CREC-8 to raise all the Me-
kong River bridges’ piers 
above the flood level before 
the flood season.”

As one of the key proj-
ects  of  the China-Laos 
Railway, the Luang Pra-
bang cross-Mekong Riv-
er super major bridge is 
1458.9 meters long, with 
34 spans. And the con-
struction of No.21 pier is 
the most complicated and 
risky, due to its proximity 
to the main shipping lane 
in the middle of Mekong 
with deep water and strong 
current around.

The China-Laos railway 
crosses Mekong River twice 
on north of Luang Prabang, 
with the Luang Prabang 
bridge and Ban Ladhan 
bridge under construction.

In the other relevant 
development, the last pier 
foundation of the Ban Lad-
han railway bridge over 
Mekong River, some 240 
km north of Vientiane, has 
completed concrete casting 
on July 4, and the pier has 
risen above flood level last 
Sunday.

To some degree, con-

struction of bridges and 
tunnels  is  the decis ive 
factor of whether the Chi-
na-Laos railway can be 
built on schedule. The Chi-
na-Laos railway has a total 
length of more than 414 km 
comprising 60 percent of 
bridges and tunnels, linking 
Mohan-Boten border gate 
in northern Laos and the 
capital of Vientiane.

The China-Laos rail-
way is being promoted 
by the leaders of the two 
countries as a project of 
interconnectivity. Since 
the commencement of 
construction in Decem-
ber 2016, the building of 
tunnels, bridges, road-
beds and other sections 
has progressed smoothly 
along the route.

The operating speed 
of trains on the route is 
designed to be 160 km 
per hour. The railway is 
expected to be fully oper-
ational in December 2021.

China  a ims  to  bu i ld 
a 5,500-km Trans-Asia 
Railway, which begins in 
Yunnan’s provincial cap-
ital Kunming and travels 
through Laos, Myanmar, 
Thailand, Vietnam, Cam-
bodia, Malaysia and Singa-
pore.

Xinhua

Builders began to lay 
the first steel truss com-
plex June 20 on Yuanjiang 
Railway Bridge, which has 
the tallest bridge pier in 
the world and the longest 
span between two piers, 
on the Chinese section of 
the 925.5-kilometer Chi-
na-Laos railway, a major 
project in the Belt and 
Road Initiative.

The enormous metal 
framework, 13.5 meters 
l ong ,  16  me te r s  w ide 
and 16 meters high with 
a weight of roughly 400 
metric tons, is the first of 
56 such structural com-
ponents to stand on the 
832.2-meter Yuanjiang 
Railway Bridge, said en-
gineer Xie Lu from the 
China Railway No 4 En-
gineering Group Co Ltd 
(CREC4), the company 
building it.

The dual-track bridge, 
spanning the V-shaped 
Honghe River Canyon, is 
one of 134 bridges being 
built on the 508.5-km Chi-
nese section of the railway, 
which links Yuxi city in 
Southwest China’s Yun-
nan province and the Lao 
capital Vientiane and will 
be fully operational in De-
cember 2021.

The main span of Yu-
anjiang Railway Bridge, 
which is  832.2 meters 
long with six piers, is 249 
meters in length while its 
No 3 pier is 154 meters 
high, about the height of 
54 stories in a high-rise, 
said Ruan Zhengjie, Di-

rector of Steel Structure 
Construction Co Ltd under 
CREC4.

The foundations of the 
tallest pier go 78 meters 
underground and took 22 
months to build, he said.

Construction of the Chi-
nese section, also called 
the Yuxi-Mohan Railway, 
started in April 2016 with 
an investment of 51.6 bil-
lion yuan ($7.9 billion) 
and 86.12 percent of it is 
comprised of bridges and 
tunnels, joining the Mo-
han-Boten border gate in 
northern Laos.

The 417-km-long Lao 
section, linking Mohan-Bo-
ten and Vientiane, has an 
operating speed of 160 km 
per hour with an invest-
ment of 37.4 billion yuan, 
said Wang Bingyan, man-
ager of CREC4’s No 4 sub-
division of the Yuxi-Mohan 
Railway project.

According to him, the 
railway will allow land-
locked Laos to become 
“land-linked”, lowering 
production costs  and 
boosting trade, invest-
ment and tourism.

As a  demons t ra t ion 
project in China’s “go-
ing global” strategy, the 
China-Laos railway is an 
achievement in Sino-Lao 
cooperation under the Belt 
and Road Initiative, which 
aims to build a modern-day 
Silk Road connecting econ-
omies in Asia, Africa and 
Europe by land and sea, 
Wang said.

China Daily

Milestone reached
 on Sino-Lao railway

Photo taken on July 11 shows the Luang Prabang railway bridge under construction by the 
Chinese engineering company China Railway No.8 Engineering Group (CREC-8) on the Mekong 
River in Luang Prabang, Laos. The concrete casting for the last pier understructure of Luang Pra-
bang railway bridge has been successfully completed, laying down all the foundation construction 
work of the two cross-Mekong River super major bridges along the China-Laos railway.

Xinhua/Liu Ailun

Builders install the first steel truss complex on June 20 at Yu-
anjiang Railway Bridge in Yunnan, part of the Chinese section of 
the China-Laos railway.                                           Xinhua photo
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12th China National Dance Exhibition held in Yunnan
The 12th China National 

Dance Exhibition was held 
from July 11 to 22 in Kun-
ming, southwest China’s 
Yunnan Province.

The 11-day event pre-
sented audiences 80 per-
formances and 5 dance 
dramas, which were se-
lected out of 671 dance 
programs and 37 dance 
dramas from provinces 
and cultural institutions 
nationwide. With seven 
Yunnan dance programs 
shortlisted, the exhibition 
aims to showcase the fruit-
ful results of modern Chi-
nese dance development.

On July 16, the third 
show of the National Dance 
Exhibition was staged at 
Yunnan Arts University. 
Among the 16 outstanding 
dances that feature the Han, 
Hani, Yi and Tibetan ethnic 
cultures, three were present-
ed by Yunnan Province: Nie 
Er, Luo Yin (the Luo im-
pression) and Ling Jing (the 
soul garden).

The solo dance “Nie Er” 
was selected by the Yunnan 
Song and Dance Theater 
and starred by the young 
dancer Yuan Zhiping. The 
dance begins with the res-
urrection of a Nie Er sculp-
ture, showcasing Nie Er’s 

excellence and reshaping his 
image with music and body 
languages. A Yunnan na-
tive, Nie Er was a Chinese 
composer best known for 
“March of the Volunteers”, 
the national anthem of the 
People’s Republic of China. 

“Luo Yin” is a group 
dance derived from the 
gourd-pipe dancing of the 
Hualuo people, a branch 
of the Yi ethnic group in 
southeast Yunnan’s Wen-
shan Prefecture. During 
festivals, a senior of the 

Hualuo people would raise 
a high-footed umbrella, 
leading the females to have 
a circle dance. The moves 
are simple, clear and tidy, 
bearing the charm of primi-
tive dancing. 

With the theme of eco-pro-
tection, “Ling Jing” is a 
group dance by Yunnan Arts 
University. Fusing traditional 
Hani artistic elements into 
modern choreography, the 
dance tells the story of the 
Hani people who, seeing the 
palm trees and silver pheas-
ants dying from environ-
mental pollution, began their 
eco-protection.

In recent years, China 
has seen amazing develop-
ment in its modern danc-
es. This time, some of the 
shows blend the old with 
the new, bridges the East 
and the West. They have 
made presence on domestic 
and foreign stages, expos-
ing the oriental cultural 
philosophies to audiences.

 Xinhua, Yunnan Daily
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Enjoying equal fame 
with Beijing cloisonné, 
“Wutong Zouyin”, a special 
craftwork in southwest Chi-
na’s Yunnan province, was 
inscribed into the list of the 
national intangible cultural 
heritages in 2011. 65-year-
old craftsman Jin Yongcai 
has been committed to the 
craft for more than three 
decades.

With a history of nearly 
300 years, Wutong Zou-

yin literally means black 
copper with silver inlay. 
When making the works, 
a craftsman uses black 
copper as the roughcast, 
engraves it with decorative 
designs and inlay melted 
pure silver (or gold) into 
the nicks.

In 1975, when Jin Yong-
cai was 22, he met the 
silver-inlaid black copper 
master Li Jiaru in a crafts 
market and studied after 

him ever since. After seven 
years, Li formally accepted 
Jin as his apprentice and be-
gan to systematically teach 
him the production skills 
of black copper with silver 
inlay. But it was not until 
1996 when Li was in his last 
days that he passed on the 
key formula to Jin. 

“Master handed me a 
sheet of yellowed paper 
and set the clock on the 
table, saying that I had to 
memorize the formula in 15 
minutes. As soon as the time 
was out, he threw the paper 
into the fire,” said Jin.

Jin associates the qual-
ity of the works with the 
characters of a craftsman. 
During his decades’ long 
career, he has created more 
than 100 pieces of silver-in-
laid black copper works, 
many of which won the 
highest awards in the indus-
try. His works are popular in 
countries like Japan, Singa-
pore and Thailand.

Yunnan Gateway

 Copper master: Quality of works
 shows craftsmanship

Recently, a photo and 
video exhibition entitled 
“Poetic Vision of the Yun-
nan-Vietnam Railway” was 
launched in Contemporary 
Gallery Kunming of south-
west China’s Yunnan Prov-
ince, providing a fresh ex-
perience of the century-old 
Yunnan-Vietnam railway

“The Yunnan-Vietnam 
Railway is like a living his-
tory,” said Xuan Hongyu, 
the curator of the exhibi-

tion. He describes the rail-
way as a witness to history 
which contains lots of sto-
ries. 

Yunnan-Vietnam Rail-
way started its construc-
tion in 1903 and opened to 
traffic several years later. 
It stretches for 854 kilome-
ters from Kunming to Hai 
Phong in North Vietnam.

The exhibition will last 
until August 28. 

Xinhua

 Yunnan-Vietnam Railway
 in photos and videos 

Yunnan-featured dance Ling Jing highlights the exhibition on July 16.     Photo/Yunnan Daily

A Yunnan section of the railway Xinhua photo

Jin makes a copper craft. Photo/Chen Chuangye
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Highlights of  the 5th  China-South Asia Expo
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Editor’s note: The 5th China-South Asia Exposition and the 25th China Kunming Import & Export Fair have opened in Kunming, SW Chi-
na’s Yunnan Province from June 14 to 20. Themed “Integrating into the Belt and Road Initiative and Promoting Win-win Cooperation”, 19 
pavilions were set on the expo. The exhibition area has reached 190,000 m2 and over 40% of standard booths were covered by international 
exhibits. During the expo, tens of branch events were held and 87 countries, regions and international organizations had participated in the 
exposition.This special report offers readers to have a better view of the grand event. 

The well-known handicraft 
Indian company, Trend India, 
together with its sub-compa-
nies—Souvenir India Huf, Eth-
nic India and Universal Gem 
and Jewellery Center attended 
this event to exhibit Indian 
gems, silk, fabric and handi-
crafts.

Rajat Gupta is the proprietor 
of Trends India and CEO of 
Ethnic India. He told reporters 
that the company entered Chi-
na’s market in 2011 by joining 
the exhibitions in Yunnan and 
now regularly visits Kunming 
twice a year. Rajat Gupta said 
that Trend India is currently 

having business collaborations 
with Yunnan companies. “We 
have quite a few Kunming 
shopkeepers and companies 
who buy Indian Handicrafts 
from us to sell locally. We also 
buy Yunnan handicrafts and 
silver articles from Kunming to 
sell in India.”

Although Rajat Gupta ex-
hibited in other provinces, 
Yunnan being his first entry 
point in China always holds 
a  spec ia l  pos i t ion  in  h i s 
heart. “I have many friends 
and business partners in Yun-
nan. Kunming is a beautiful 
city with a pleasant weather. 
People are always smiling and 
happy to help. Much more 
relaxing as compared to other 
Chinese Cities.” Rajat said 
with the increasing collabora-
tion of Yunnan Province with 
Southeast Asian countries and 
its vicinity to East India, Yun-
nan is definitely a promising 
market.

                       By Zhang Rui

Indian Businessman: Yunnan holds a special position Expo accelerates cooperation be-
tween Thailand and China

“The  China-South  As ia 
Expo is a grand event that 
fully embodies the friendly 
exchanges between Thailand 
and China from the official 
level to the nongovernment 
level.” Recently,  Ms. Nat-
c h a t h o r n  M a n o p a n j a s i r i , 
commercial counselor of the 
Royal Thai Consulate Gen-
eral in Kunming, said that 
the China-South Asia Expo 
is an important channel for 
promoting and selling Thai 
products. It is also a bridge 
connecting Chinese and Thai 
enterprises for friendly co-
operation. There fo re ,  t he 
exhibition of Thailand’s top 
brands will rely on this im-
portant platform to enhance 
Chinese consumer awareness 
of Thai products.

It is reported that during 
the  5 th  China-South  As ia 
Expo  and  the  25 th  Ch ina 
Kunming Import and Export 
Fair, the Thai side organized 
171 enterprises to participate 
in the exhibition, with a total 
of 224 exhibition booths (in-
cluding public areas such as 
business negotiation areas). 

“This  year,  Tha i land  wi l l 
introduce potential quality 
products developed by the 
Thai land Agricul tural  Re-
search and Development De-
partment, and will also bring 
health products for the el-
derly. In addition, the online 
sales activities of top brands 
in Thailand will be launched 
during the event.” Ms. Nat-
chathorn is confident about 
this year’s Expo. “I believe 
that the Thai exhibition area 
will be loved and supported 
by Chinese consumers this 
year. To thank the consum-
ers in China, we will arrange 
a number of award participa-
tion sessions.” 

Ms.  Natchathorn’s  con-
fidence stems from the fact 
tha t  the  Tha i  Min i s t ry  o f 
Commerce has attached great 
impor tance  to  th i s  yea r ’s 
C h i n a - S o u t h  A s i a  E x p o . 
“During the exhibition, the 
Minis t ry  of  Commerce  of 
Thailand will organize busi-
ness meetings between Thai 
and Chinese entrepreneurs.

At  the  5th  China-South 
Asia Expo, the cultural and 
creative products exhibited in 
the China’s Taiwan Pavilion, 
made of gold, wood, earth and 
stone, impressed visitors with 
their use of innovative tech-
nologies and artistic concepts.

The Taoxi  s tudio is  run 

by a couple from Taiwan. By 
combining Tian Mu Zhan, a 
unique ceramic craft from the 
Song Dynasty, with elements 
of modern art, they created 
New Taipei Gifts and won the 
Cultural and Creative Award 
of Chinese Arts and Crafts at 
the China (Shenzhen) Interna-

tional Cultural Industries Fair. 
“We’ve brought  our latest 
works to the China-South Asia 
Expo. The sapphire-blue color 
of our ceramics represents the 
ocean, which in turn symbol-
izes the breadth and depth 
of Chinese knowledge and 
culture being shared with the 
world via the Belt and Road 
Initiative,” said Lin Yingru, 
the owner of the studio.

“We’ve brought over 200 
works with us today, and we 
hope to introduce them to the 
world through the China-South 
Asia Expo. We’re very opti-
mistic about Yunnan’s cultural 
and creative industries and are 
eager to cooperate and commu-
nicate with local museums and 
artists in the province,” said Lin 
Yushan, manager of Pin Jin Pin.

By Zhang Wenge

Pavilion of China’s Taiwan draws attention

Visitors gather at Indian booths of South Asia Pavilion

Visitors taste delicacies at Thai booths Kunming Dianchi International Convention and Exhibition Center
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Mekong journalists hail Yunnan’s development
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Editor’s note: From June 12 to 19, the Seminar for Media Officials and Journalists from Mekong Countries 
took place in Yunnan. 15 officials and journalists from Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam 
joined the programme sponsored by Yunnan Daily Press Group. Together they rode high-speed trains, visited 
Kunming and Lincang City. In this special report, we chose their journey in Lincang City to reveal some re-
warding experiences of the seminar. 

“The pronunciation of Thai 
language and Dai language has 
similarities”, “we have similar 
papermaking method in Myan-
mar”, “we also eat Zongzi in 
Laos”… from June 15th to 17th 
, the 15 press officers and jour-
nalists attended the first Lan-
cang-Mekong News Workshop 
visited the frontier port to watch 
the ancient papermaking and 
see people trading at the border 
market. The most frequently 
used word they mentioned is 

“we”. At the port of Lincang, 
they experienced the friendship 
nourished by the same river 
and felt the deepening of policy 
coordination, facilities con-
nectivity, unimpeded trade and 
people-to-people exchanges.

On the afternoon of June 
15, from Linxiang District, 
a bus headed all the way to 
Jiuzhai village. In a hot and 
busy scene, everybody came 

to the construction site of Lin-
cang-Qingshuihe highway. The 
huge scraper pan reached to the 
ground under the traction of 
the iron arm, and the earth and 
stone were split and scattered at 
once, and then be carried into 
the cart by the excavator stably. 
The whole process was orderly 
and efficient.

This section of the road is 
significant to Lancang-Mekong 
countries. Crossing the border 
at Qingshuihe Port, passing 

through Dengni, Laxu, Man-
dalay, it reaches Kyaukpyu 
port of Myanmar at the Indian 
Ocean. It will be China’s most 
convenient land route to the In-
dian Ocean, expecting open to 
the traffic by 2020, which will 
promote the linkage between 
China and Myanmar and Laos.

 “China and Myanmar are 
good brothers.” U Myo Maung 
Maung,  assistant revisor  at the 

Department of Information and 
Public Relations, Ministry of 
information in Myanmar said 
excitedly. He said that the link 
between Qingshihe Port and 
Kyaukpyu Port is only a mi-
crocosm of the friendly coop-
eration between Myanmar and 
China. Lincang is the forefront 
of China’s main route to the In-
dian Ocean through Myanmar. 
This road will undoubtedly 
drive the rapid development 
of infrastructure, agricultural 
products and other exchanges 
between the two sides.

On the morning of June 16, 
over ten trucks from Myanmar 
and China stopped at Qingshui-
he Port Good Inspection Site 
in Mengding Town of Lincang 
City, waiting to be inspected. 
Qingshuihe port is neighboring 
with Myanmar and it is a na-
tional open port of China. It is 
983 kilometers from Kyaukpyu 
Port, and it is one of the most 
convenient land routes to South 
and Southeast Asia for Yunnan 
Province.

 “I believe that the Chi-
na-Myanmar border inspection 
and customs clearance system 
at Qingshuihe port is com-
plete and efficient, facilitating 
trade and people-to-people 
exchanges between the two 
countries.” Visith Teppalath, a 
reporter for Vientiane Times, 
was fascinated to see border 
residents verify their identities 
through  fingerprint verifica-
tion system.

Wi th  inc reas ing  border 
trade and personnel exchanges 
between China and Laos, the 
port facilities of Qingshuihe 
are constantly upgraded. The 
new gate, which is expected to 
be completed by 2020, is 900 
meters away from the existing 
gate. The Lancang-Qingshuihe 
highway will pass through the 
gate.

On the afternoon of June 
16 ,  journa l i s t s  f rom Lan-
cang-Mekong News Workshop 
went to Gengma Dai and Wa 
Autonomous County Meng-
ding Town Mangtuan Village 
named “China’s first Dai pa-

per village” to experience the 
charm of hand-papermaking 
culture of Dai people.

 “There is also hand-pa-
permaking in  Bat tambang 
Province of Cambodia, which 
was introduced from China 
in ancient times. Though the 
process and materials are no 
longer totally the same, the 

skills that have been passed 
on for centuries still  shine 
brilliantly in Dai villages.” 
Chhean Leang, advisor to the 
Cambodia Ministry of Infor-
mation and Deputy Director 
of  General  Depar tment  of 
Information and Broadcasting 
, Ministry of Inforation and  
experienced the paper pouring 
process with great interest. He 
pasted the paper pulp with the 

triangulated plum leaves.
Mangtuan Dai  hand-pa-

permaking has a history of 
over 600 years. Knowing that 
papermaking industry is an 
important income of Mangtu-
an Village, 1.5 million pieces 
of papers were made last year 
earning an income of over 
4 mil l ion yuan,  Mr.LONG 

SENG, advisor of  Cambo-
dia’s Ministry of Information 
and deputy director General 
Administration of Public Af-
fairs and Finance, Ministry of 
Information, gave the thumbs 
up. He said, “This is a good 
experience of rural develop-
ment and prosperity. Our trip 
is very rewarding.”

By WangHuan, Wang Shixue 
and Shen Yan

Group photo at the open ceremony

Participants show a hand-made paper work in Lincang

Members of the seminar experience high-speed train

Seminar participants share ideas on photography in Kunming.
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A glimpse of China’s 40 years’ reform and opening-up in Yunnan
Editor’s note: This year is the 40th anniversary of China’s reform and opening-up. The 40 years’ great practice 

has fully proved that reform and opening-up are the key choices that change the destiny of contemporary China. 
It is also the source of vitality for development and progress of contemporary China. This column will be a pan-
oramic display of brilliant achievements and valuable experience accumulated from reform and opening-up.

Yunnan air golden bridge connects the world

Located at the southwestern 
border of China, traffic inconve-
nience has been the main factor 
hindering Yunnan’s develop-
ment. In recent years, based on 
its unique resource endowment 
and geographical advantages, 
Yunnan Province has made solid 
progress in developing civil avi-
ation to strengthen its aviation 
industry. The three-kilometer 
airport runways have become 
air bridges connecting Yunnan 
with the rest of the world. 

In 2012, Kunming Changshui 
Airport was put into operation 
successfully and that broke the 
long-term constraints on the 
development of civil aviation 
infrastructure in Yunnan. From 
2015, Lugu Airport, Cangyuan 
Airport and Lincang Aiport 
opened to traffic one after an-
other. Yunnan Airport Group set 

a new record by opening one 
new airport each year and creat-
ed a “Yunnan miracle” in civil 
aviation development in China. 

Combined with its own ad-
vantages and characteristics, 
Yunnan Airport Group has 
actively deepened its reform, 
and innovatively explored and 
formed its integrated manage-
ment model under the leadership 
of the government. 

In the course of in-depth 
reform and exploration, Yun-
nan civil aviation has achieved 
fruitful results in its develop-
ment, and its comprehensive 
strength has been a leading 
power domestically for a long 
time. Yunnan province has built 
15 airports and they are all now 
under operation. Yunnan is a 
province with a large number of 
airports and a high level of avi-

ation resources with integrated 
airport management. By the first 
quarter of this year, the prov-
ince had opened 424 air routes, 
including 353 domestic, 67 in-
ternational and 4 local routes. 
The number of flights from 
Kunming airport to South and 
Southeast Asia amounts to 235 
per week with 32 destinations, 
which makes it the largest air-
port in China connecting South 
and Southeast Asia. 

Yunnan’s geographical ad-
vantages are being transferred to 
advantages for development by 
continuing to deepen the reform, 
build a broad aviation network, 
and positively integrate and 
serve the Belt and Road con-
struction. The three-kilometer 
airport runway has connected 
Yunnan with the world.

 By Hu XiaoRong

On December 28, 2016, the 
Nanning-Kunming High Speed 
Railway, which stops at Puzhe-
hei, was opened to traffic. Hav-
ing ushered in “the era of high-
speed rail”, the scenic spot 
now attracts a growing number 
of tourists. “Now I earn 400 
to 500 yuan a day by taking 
tourists in my horse cart,” Liu 
Baohua said cheerfully.

The railway is a new artery 
for China’s national econo-
my. Over the past 40 years of 
reform and opening up, the 
country has constantly in-
creased investment in major 
infrastructure projects. Yunnan 
Province has also vigorously 
advanced the building of new 
railways. In 1987, construc-
tion began on the electrifica-
tion transformation of the Fen-
ghuangshan-Kunming section 
of Guiyang-Kunming Rail-
way. The project was com-
pleted in July 1990, increasing 
transportation capacity by 15 
million tonnes and raising the 
train speed from 62 kilometres 
per hour to more than 70. The 
days of “trains running slower 
than the cars” in Yunnan is 
forever gone.

In the 21st century, with 
the implementation of Chi-
na’s Western Development 
Programme, Yunnan pro-
posed to build a network of 
“eight interprovincial high 

speed railroads and four 
international high speed 
railways”. This brought un-
precedented opportunities for 
expansion of the province’s 
railway network. Since 2004, 
Ch ina  Ra i lway  Kunming 
Group has actively responded 
to the country’s medium- and 
long-term railway network 
planning. On December 28, 
2016, the Shanghai to Kun-
ming dedicated passenger high 
speed railway, the Kunming to 
Nanning high speed railway 
and Kunming to Yuxi line si-
multaneously went into opera-
tion. This progress marked the 
province’s entry into the era 
of high-speed rail.

Yunnan Province has 232 
nat ional  scenic spots  and 
boasts a number of tourist des-
tinations famous at home and 
abroad. They include Shilin, 
Honghe, Dali, Lijiang, Xish-
uangbanna, Tengchong and 
Shangri-La. The high-speed 
rails have brought the prov-
ince much closer to south, east 
and north China. To date, the 
three new railways have cu-
mulatively transported 17.507 
million passengers. Kunming 
is now connected with the 
central cities of sixteen prov-
inces, autonomous regions and 
municipalities covering more 
than half of China.

By Hu XiaoRong

High speed railways make 
Yunnan more accessible

Saadiq was wearing a thick 
coat when he was interviewed. 
Although it is midsummer now, 
Kunming, the capital of South-
west China’s Yunnan Province 
still boasts 16 degrees Centi-
grade, comparing with other 
cities with temperatures over 30 
degrees across the country. Peo-
ple regard Kunming as a spring 
city due to its nice weather. 
Saadiq said that it is true and 
what impresses him the most is 
that Yunnan is still a place with 
clean air and pleasant climate 
during its rapid development.

Saadiq is from Bangladesh 
and is now a student in Kun-
ming Medical University. This 
is his sixth year in Yunnan.

 “I graduated from high 
school  s ix  years  ago  and 
planned to study abroad. I then 
learned from Ministry of Edu-
cation that Yunnan Province in 
China established a scholarship 
for students from Bangladesh. 
Teachers of the ministry rec-
ommended Kunming to me and 
I decided to come as I believe 
it is a nice place after knowing 
about schools, climate and food 
there,” Saadiq recalled.

Never regret being here, 
Saadiq has witnessed the 
rapid development of sub-
way, High Speed Rail and 
aviation of Yunnan Province. 
He said that both the change 
and the speed of transporta-

tion are rapid. Talking about 
the reform and opening up of 
China, Saadiq thought that 
he can truly feel the benefits 
brought by the great policy 
in Kunming.

“Development and environ-
ment protection are hard to bal-
ance, but obviously Kunming 
did it well,” Saadiq hailed the 
achievements made by Yunnan. 
He said that he often travels in 
different regions of the province 
and has been to Anning City, 
Qujing City, Luoping County 
and Chuxiong Yi Autonomous 
Prefecture. Green mountains 
and clean rivers make Yunnan a 
beautiful place.

　　By Li Hengqiang

Saadiq: Good life and nice weather in Yunnan

Yunnan has made solid progress in aviation industry

High speed train in Kunmingnan Railway Station
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Greek-Australian Louizidis: 
Loving, speaking for Lijiang

Learning Mandarin

互   利   共   赢  

Indian Benjamin: I enjoy living in Yunnan

(Mutual benefit and win-win)

 lì

 “I came on a shared bicycle. 
OFO and Didi are so conve-
nient!” said Benjamin Kuo. 
“Yunnan and other provinces 
are developing rapidly. Every 
foreigner living here can feel 
it.”

Few people can tell that 
Benjamin is from India just by 
his skin colour and accent. “My 
father is Indian, and my moth-
er is from Guangzhou, so I’m 
a Chinese-Indian person,” he 
said with a grin.

Benjamin came to Yunnan 
province in late 2012. Now he 
teaches business English at the 
Haiyuan Campus at Yunnan 
Normal University. He has 
witnessed the development 
of the province over the past 
few years. “Yunnan has been 
developing rapidly. The con-
struction of high-speed rail-
ways, highways, airports and 
other infrastructure facilities 
are all going well,” Benjamin 
said excitedly. “My friends 

and I like to travel in Yunnan 
province. You can go almost 
everywhere by highway. I 
especially love small villages 
in the province. Whenever 
we go, villagers share with us 
their best things. Everyone is 
so hospitable here.”

As a universi ty teacher, 
Benjamin hopes to promote 
exchanges between China and 
India. “Both China and India 
are promising countries. We 
should carry out more ex-
changes. Yunnan is close to 
India. In organizing exchange 
programmes, I hope Chinese 
students can go to India. I will 
also bring Indian students to 
Yunnan so that they can learn 
about China’s achievements in 
social and economic develop-
ment. In this way, the two peo-
ples can better understand each 
other.”

When the interview was 
over, Benjamin took out his 
mobile phone to hail a taxi. 
“China’s reform and opening 
up has benefited everyone. I 
enjoy living in Yunnan”, he 
said.

Li Hengqiang

  Mateusz Puslecki, a phys-
iotherapist from Poland, now 
works at a hospital in Kunming, 
southwest China’s Yunnan 
Province. He says that he is so 
overwhelmed by the charm of 
the province that he has fallen 
in deep love with it.

    In the summer of 2011, 
when Mateusz was working 
in Poland, an idea suddenly 
came to him that he should visit 
somewhere else to experience 
different culture. He resigned 

and came to Xiamen in China 
where he studied Chinese and 
worked in a kindergarten. One 
year later, he decided to return 
to his profession of physical 
rehabilitation, and moved to 
Yunnan.

According to Mateusz, com-
pared with Beijing and Shang-
hai, physical therapy is less 
popular in Yunnan. “To put it 
another way, it means that there 
is more demand from patients.”

His expertise has been recog-
nized by his patients, evidenced 

by the piles of thank-you notes 
and cards on his desk. “Seeing 
my patients recovering and 
picking up their smiles gives 
me a sense of accomplishment. 
I really enjoy helping others,” 
said Mateusz.

In his spare time, Mateusz 
loves rock climbing. “Climbing 
allows me to get close to na-
ture and better understand the 
landscape and local customs of 
Yunnan,” he said the climbing 
has become an indispensable 
part of his life in Yunnan.
Thanks to this hobby, Mateusz 
and his friends spent a special 
Spring Festival in 2017. When 
they were on their way home 
from a climbing trip in Fuming, 
Kunming on the eve of Spring 
Festival, they passed through a 
small village and encountered 
a family gathering around a 
campfire outside their house. 
It was dinnertime and the vil-
lagers warmly invited them 
to have dinner together. “The 
food was simple, but it was so 
warm. And they prepared sep-
arate dishes for my vegetarian 
friends,” he said emotionally. 

By Wei Ranran from
 Daguan Weekly

Polish Mateusz’s promising career and wonderful life

“I may be the best spokes-
man for Lijiang’s tourism 
to Australia,” Louizidis, a 
Greek-Australian, always de-
scribes himself like this.

Louizidis first visited Chi-
na in 2006. While he was 
amazed by the high-speed de-
velopment and prosperity in 
the metropolis like Beijing, 
Shanghai and Guangzhou, an 
idea occurred to him—visit-
ing a city with different char-
acter. Then recommended by 
a friend, Louizidis set off to 
Lijiang without delay.

The first time in Lijiang, 
Louizidis  was so excited. 
Everything was novel and 
captivated him, including the 
traditional buildings, ancient 
streets, and even the elderly 
people bathing in the sun-
shine. “It was love at first 
sight,” he kept explaining.

I n  2 0 0 8  a n d  2 0 0 9 , 
Louiz id is  v i s i ted  Li j iang 
again and during the trip in 
2009, he and his girlfriend 
Cindy rent an inn here and 
s ta r ted  the i r  new l i fe .  In 
2013, they held their wedding 
ceremony in Chinese style in 
Lijiang.

Louiz id i s  sa id  tha t  the 
more he knew about Lijiang, 

the more he believed that 
Lijiang is his spiritual home. 
“I love the strong emotional 
connection between people,” 
said Louizidis. He enjoys the 
relaxing, natural and amica-
ble way of life and likes to 
chat with local people.

Maybe  because  he  was 
so integrated into Lijiang, 
he caught the attention of a 
documentary producer and 
was invited to play the role 
of Joseph Rock, an Austri-
an-American explorer and 
botanist who lived in north-
west Yunnan from 1922 to 
1949 and introduced Lijiang’s 
Naxi Culture to the western 
world.

In his spare time, Louizidis 
is keen to bring friends to the 
most beautiful places in Liji-
ang and share with them the 
history, culture and legends of 
this city. Among them, the for-
mer residence of Joseph Rock 
is most frequently visited. 

“Lijiang has a history of 
more than 800 years, what 
about before that?” Louizidis 
says that he wishes to know 
more about the ancient cul-
ture and legends of Lijiang.

By Hong Xuelian and
Wang Yitao

Travel photo of Benjamin

Wedding photo of Louizidis and his wife

Mateusz and other physical therapy colleagues
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