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Yunnan to enhance connectivity with neighboring countries

A: First China-Laos railway tunnel holing through

B: China-Thailand rail project finally gets on track

Ban Somsanook No. 2 Tun-
nel, the first tunnel along the 
China-Laos railway has been 
bored through in Laos’ Vien-
tiane Province with the length 
of 301 meters.

Bai Jian, representative of 
Sino Corporation Engineering 
Bureau 15 Co., Ltd, the tunnel 
project contractor, told Xinhua 
on December 13 that the tun-
nel has been constructed safely 
with high quality.

The geological conditions of 
the tunnel area are clay, mud-
stone and sandstone with high 

safety risk and difficulties for 
construction.

Since the beginning of build-
ing the tunnel, the project de-
partment has strictly followed 
the design and requirements, 
and has always put safety man-
agement and quality control 
in the first place, said Cheng 
Pingjun, project manager of 
Sino Corporation Engineering 
Bureau 15 Company. 

“I feel proud of participating 
the construction of the tunnel 
and the railway, one of the most 
important projects in Laos,” 

Soukthavy Keosouvanh, a Lao 
translator working with the Bu-
reau 15, adding that the railway, 
when ready in the future, will 
bring convenience and benefits 
to Lao people.

Chindasack Nhotmanhkho, 
general manager of NTP, a 
Lao company supplying fuel 
to China-Laos railway con-
struction contractors said, “I 
feel proud to support such a 
big project like this.”

The China-Laos railway is 
promoted by leaders of the two 
countries as one of intercon-

nectivity projects. Construc-
tion of the railway began in 
December 2016 and bridges, 
roadbed and other sections 
were progressed smoothly 
along the route.

The China-Laos railway has 
a length over 414 kilometers, 
linking Mohan-Boten border 
gate in northern Laos and cap-
ital Vientiane. Operating speed 
on the route is designed at 160 
km per hour. The railway is 
expected to open to traffic in 
December 2021. 

                             (Xinhua)
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High-speed rail fires up 
Yunnan economy
As of November 2017, Kun-
mingnan Railway Station has 
served 6.45 million outbound 
passengers and received another 
6.55 million inbound travelers.
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 China’s National Develop-
ment and Reform Commission, 
Ministry of Transport and Na-
tional Railway Administration 
and the China Railway Corpo-
ration jointly released the “13th 
Five-year Development Plan for 
Railways”.It points out that as 
China makes new ground in pur-
suing opening-up on all fronts 
with the   “Belt and Road” con-
struction as its focus, railways 
represent an important area and 
a priority direction for interna-
tional cooperation, so China will 
continue to promote railway 
construction that focuses on the 
central and western regions and 
strengthen the construction of 
railway transportation channels 
in ethnic areas, border areas and 
impoverished areas.

 The Plan proposes to en-
hance connectivity with sur-
rounding countries. China will 

implement and advance the 
“Belt and Road” construction 
arrangements and the overall 
plan for infrastructure con-
nectivity with surrounding 
countries, strengthen interna-
tional cooperation to jointly 

promote the construction of 
backbone railways connect-
ing China with other coun-
tries, speed up bilateral and 
multilateral exploitation of 
mineral resources and tourism 
resources, promote the con-

struction of cross-border rail-
ways and supporting facilities, 
strengthen cooperation with 
overseas land hubs and build 
a secure,smooth, connected 
and comprehensive transpor-
tation network.The plan lists 
key connectivity railways and 
port railway projects, such as 
Dali-Ruili, Yuxi-Mohan and 
Fangchenggang-Dongxing 
railways and Ruili, Mohan and 
Dongxing railway ports, further 
highlighting the position of 
Yunnan as an important node in 
the construction of the Y-shaped 
China-Myanmar Economic 
Corridor and the China-Laos 
Economic Corridor.

Further reading:
Dali-Ruili Railway: As an 

important part of the Chi-
na-Myanmar international 
railway channel – the west 

route of the Pan-Asian Rail-
way, it extends for about 330 
kilometers in Yunnan province 
between Dali in the east and 
Ruili in the west.

It is expected to be com-
pleted in 2022.When it goes 
into operation, a train journey 
between Dali and Ruili will be 
shortened to about three hours.

Yuxi-MohanRailway: As 
the Chinese section of the 
middle route of the Pan-Asian 
Railway, it will extend for 507 
kilometers in Yunnan province 
between Yuxi and Mohan port 
on the China-Laos border. 

The construction started 
across the board in April 2016. 
Upon completion of the pro-
ject,it will take 3.7 hours to 
travel from Kunming to Xish-
uangbanna by train. 
                                    By YDPG

Travel
Exploring history:Teng chong 
→p7The construction of the 

long-awaited high-speed rail-
way connecting Thailand and 
China started on December 21.

C h i n e s e  P r e m i e r  L i 
Keq iang  sen t  a  l e t t e r  o f 
congratulation, saying the 
China-Thailand Railway is a 
flagship project of Belt and 
Road Initiative and will im-
prove the level of regional 

infrastructure construction.
On Nov 24, Thai Transport 

Minister Arkhom Termpitta-
yapaisith said the construc-
tion of the remaining 249 km 
would start gradually after be-
ing put out to tender next year, 
and the full railway is set for 
completion in 2021.

The first phase of the high-
speed project, linking Bangkok 

and the northeastern province 
of Nakhon Ratchasima, is set 
to cost 179 billion baht ($5.4 
billion) and would become 
Thailand’s first high-speed 
ra i lway with  a  maximum 
speed of 250 km/h.

Under the deal, the Thai 
government will pay for the 
construction by issuing bonds 
or seeking loans from banks, 

said Arkhom, adding that Chi-
na will design it and provide 
engineers, track systems and 
equipment.

According to the propos-
al, the railway is expected to 
bring about 2 million more 
Chinese tourists to Thailand 
every year and will make it 
easier for Thailand to export 
its products.         (Xinhua)

SPECIAL REPORT
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High-speed rail fires up Yunnan economy
The Dounan Flower Market 

in Kunming’s southern Cheng-
gong District is bustling every 
day. Located more than ten 
kilometres away from the new 
Kunmingnan Railway Station, 
this enormous fresh cut flower 
emporium is the largest of its 
kind in Asia.

 “Our flower sales have 
increased by at least 30 per-
cent over last year,” said Mr. 
Zhou, who has been selling 
carnations in Dounan for more 
than a decade. The operating 
of high-speed railways has in-
jected a new impetus into the 
development of the Dounan 
Flower Market. 

I n  l a t e  2016 ,  t he  Gu i -
yang-Kunming section of 
the Shanghai-Kunming high-
speed railway went into opera-
tion, so as did the Baise-Kun-
ming line of the southern 
Yunnan-Guangxi bullet train 
line. As of November 2017, 
Kunmingnan Railway Station 
has served 6.45 million out-
bound passengers and received 
another 6.55 million inbound 
travelers.

With the speedy of the cur-
rent transportation network, 
wild mushroom collectors in 
the Yunnan cities of Chuxiong, 
Yuxi and others are now sell-
ing their produce across the 
country.

“On an average day in July, 
August and September this 
year, when Matsutake were 
in season, we exported 1.5 
tons of mushrooms to other 
places in China by high-speed 
rail,” said Li Yi, manager of 
the Kunmingnan Railway Sta-
tion Office of China Railway 
Express Kunming Branch. 
“We’ve set up offices at eight 
stations in the province, in-
cluding Kunmingnan, Yuxi, 
and Mile.”

Bullet train services have 
shortened the duration of 
rides from Yunnan to Bei-
jing, Shanghai and Guang-
zhou, all by more than two 
thirds.  Such progress has 
greatly boosting Yunnan’s 
tourism economy. In the first 

half of 2017, according to 
statistics compiled by the 
government, the Puzhehei 
Scenic Area received 1.177 
million visitors, bringing in 
an income of nearly 1.2 bil-
lion yuan. These numbers are 
up by 23.3 percent and 46.3 
percent respectively over the 
same period of last year.

Yunnan joining the national 
network of fast rail has signifi-
cantly shortened the duration 
of inter-city travel and has 
sped up both the flow of pas-
sengers and goods. It is pre-
dicted that Kunmingnan Rail-
way Station will handle 31.2 
million passengers annually 
by 2020, and 46.93 million 
passengers per year a decade 
later.                        (Xinhua)

China E-commerce com-
pany Alibaba Group Cloud 
Computing Department an-
nounced that its first data cen-
ter will be set up in Bombay, 
India before March 31,2018, 
and another one will be estab-
lished in Ja-karta.

Simon Hu, Alibaba Group’s 
senior vice president, said at 
the Shang-hai Cloud Comput-
ing International Summit, “As 
the only global cloud service 

provider from Asia, Ali Cloud 
has a unique

cultural and contextual 
advantage to provide inno-
vative data intelligence and 
computing capabilities to 
customers in the region. The 
establishment of data centers 
in India and Indonesia will 
further consolidate Ali’s po-
sition in the region and even 
globally.” 

                    (Huanqiu.com)

Alibaba to set up data 
center in Indonesia

80 more countries and regions
to participate in CSA Expo

An invitational investment for 
the 5th China-South Asia Expo 
and the 25th China Kunming 
Import and Export Commod-
ities Fair (hereinafter referred 
to as the CSA Expo) for Yun-
nan-based enterprises and pro-
vincial state-owned enterprises 
was held in Kunming. 

It is reported that more than 
80 countries and regions are ex-
pected to participate in the event 
in 2018.

This year’s CSA Expo will 
be held from Jun.12 to 18 at the 
Kunming Dianchi International 
Convention Centre. 

The exhibition area is expect-
ed to reach 190,000 square me-
tres. It includes pavilions ded-
icated to tourism, agriculture, 
manufacturing, new materials, 
food and fashion, electrical and 
mechanical products, biophar-
maceuticals and big health, cul-
tural and creative products, and 
wood art.  

Dozens of activities are set 
to be organized during the CSA 
Expo, including the CSA Busi-
ness Forum, the China-South-
east Asia Business Forum, the 
LMC and GMS Economic Cor-
ridor Week, the China-South and 
Southeast Asia Think Tank Fo-
rum, the China-South and South-
east Asia Technology Transfer 
and Innovation Cooperation 
Conference, the Introduction of 
Projects in Southwest China for 
Chinese Entrepreneurs in ASE-
AN States, the Yunnan-Taiwan 
Rural Tourism Round Table and 
the China-South and Southeast 
Asia Art Week. 

Further reading:
The 5th China-South Asia 

Expo and 25th China Kunming 
Import and Export Commodi-
ties Fair will be held from June 
12 to June 18, 2018. The news 
was announced at a press con-
ference jointly held by China’s 

Ministry of Commerce and the 
Yunnan Provincial government 
in Beijing.

The 5th China-South Asia 
Expo will have the theme “Inte-
grating into the Belt and Road 
Initiative, Promoting Win-Win 
Cooperation”. 

 By Chu Donghua & Xiong Yan                                          

From follower to leader: China 
emerges at high-tech frontier

 China’s transition from 
a country that follows 
the world’s technological 
trends to one that sets them, 
is no longer a blueprint -- 
it’s a reality.

After years focusing on 
innovation, China caught 
up fast. From artificial 
intelligence and genetic 
engineering, to mobile 
payments and bike-sharing, 
Chinese firms are pulling 
ahead of their rivals.

Silicon Valley has long 
been considered the most 
viable option for starting a 
business in the tech sector. 
Now, this is beginning to 
change. Known as “sea tur-
tles,” a growing number of 
overseas-educated Chinese 
are returning to their home 
country, turning down op-
portunities in Silicon Valley 
to make a splash in China’s 
emerging tech sector.

The reverse brain drain 
has benefited China’s tech 
companies, such as Royole, 
a company founded in 2012 
by “sea turtle” Liu Zihong, 

a Stanford graduate.
Two years  a f te r  i t s 

founding, Royole rolled-
out one of its core prod-
ucts -- the world’s thinnest 
bendable screens that if 
used on an iPad, would al-
low it to be folded into the 
size of an iPhone.

Valued at over three bil-
lion U.S. dollars, Royole 
has become one of the 
world’s fastest-growing 
tech “unicorns,” new tech 
companies valued at over 
one billion dollars.

At the 19th National 
Congress of the Communist 
Party of China, which charts 
the course for the country’s 
future development, inno-
vation has been labeled as 
the primary driving force 
behind development.

China has worked to 
create an eco-system for in-
novation, including talent, 
investment, policy support 
and market environment, 
that fuels a cycle of innova-
tive activity.

      ( Adapted from Xinhua)

On December 27, 2017, 
China Rai lway Major 
Bridge Engineering Group 
Company and Bangladesh 
Railway in Dhaka signed a 
conract for a railway recon-
struction project involving 
an investment of 1.545 bil-
lion US dollars.

The railway runs from 
Akhaura  to  Sylhe t  in 
north-eastern Bangladesh. 
The region has plentiful re-
sources and the local econ-
omy is well-developed. The 
railway is 176 kilometres 

long. The project cover 
subgrades, bridges, cul-
verts, station yards, station 
buildings and tracks, and is 
expected to take four and a 
half years to complete.

The observers believe 
the implementation of the 
project will promote the 
trade capacity between the 
two countries. Meanwhile, 
the project will mainly 
use local labour, so it will 
provide the local economy 
with many employment op-
portunities.     By Liu Chuntao

Chinese enterprise to build
 Bangladeshi railways

The Dounan Flower Market in Kunming’s southern Chenggong District is bus-
tling every day.                                                  Photo by Huang Zhechun
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Yunnan investment promotion in Japan and Singapore

China eyes stronger ties with Mekong countries

Yunnan Provincial Invest-
ment and Cooperation Bureau 
recently sent an industrial 
investment promotion group 
to Japan and Singapore to pro-
mote investment focusing on 
health care, plateau character-
istic agriculture and other key 
industries. 

During the event, over 20 
well-known enterprises and 
institution representatives 
were invited to the meeting, 
including Taisho Pharmaceu-
tical Comapny, Itochu Corpo-
ration and Sujitz Corporation.

When visiting the Singa-

pore Fung Shu Group, in view 
of its core business and an 
investment agreement signed 
with Yunnan, the Investment 
Promotion Group actively 
promoted new opportunities 
in Yunnan’s development, 
and in-depth exchanges were 
made on its investment expan-
sion and cooperation in differ-
ent fields in Yunnan. 

While in Japan, the Pro-
vincial Investment and Coop-
eration Bureau and the Japan 
Industry Technology Pro-
motion Company held talks 
on strengthening investment 

promotion co-
operation and 
renewed the 
investment 
i n v i t a t i o n 
entrustment 
agreement, 
to continue 
bu i ld ing  a 
platform for 
cooperation 
and exchang-
es for both 
sides’ enter-
prises.  

B y  Z h a n g 
Zizhuo

Chinese  P remie r  L i 
Keqiang co-chaired the 
second Lancang-Mekong 
Cooperation (LMC) leaders’ 
meeting with Cambodian 
Prime Minister Samdech 
Techo Hun Sen on Jan. 10 in 
Phnom Penh. 

Li and Hun Sen, as well 
as Lao Prime Minister Thon-
gloun Sisoulith, Thai Prime 
Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha, 
Vietnamese Prime Minis-
ter Nguyen Xuan Phuc and 

Myanmar Vice President U 
Myint Swe jointly met the 
press after the meeting.

Echoing the concept of 
“building a community with a 
shared future for mankind,” 
the LMC is a sub-regional 
cooperation mechanism con-
necting six countries along 
the river, Cambodia, China, 
Laos, Myanmar, Thailand 
and Vietnam.

In the second LMC Lead-
ers’ Meeting , Chinese Pre-

mier Li Keqiang applauded 
the LMC progress and said 
a defining LMC culture 
featuring equality, sincerity, 
mutual assistance and kin-
ship had been established. Li 
said China will continue to 
import agricultural products, 
including fruit and rice, from 
the five Mekong countries. 

Li said that with progress 
and results delivered daily, 
monthly and annually, a truly 
remarkable LMC speed had 
been created.

He announced at the news 
briefing that the first five-
year action plan had been 
approved, from 2018 to 
2022, since the cooperative 
arrangement kicked off in 
2016. The meeting also re-
sulted in a second set of co-
operation projects, he said.

China will increase schol-
arships provided to students 
from the other five Mekong 
countries, including senior 
government officials, in areas 
including medical and health 
services, Li told reporters.

With six developing coun-

tries involved, the LMC put 
its focus on their common 
interest in development and 
people’s livelihood. 

The LMC highlights areas 
in connectivity, production ca-
pacity, cross-border economic 
cooperation, water resources 
management, agriculture and 
poverty reduction.

Drinking from the same 
Lancang-Mekong river, the 
six riparian countries share 
a love of nature. The LMC 
mechanism has so far set 
up the Water Resources 
Cooperation Center, Lan-
cang-Mekong Environmen-
tal Cooperation Center and 
the Global Mekong River 
Studies Center to protect wa-
ter resources and the regional 
environment.

Lu Guangsheng with Yun-
nan University said China’s 
emphasis on the balance 
between development and 
environmental protection 
would help move the econ-
omies of the other countries 
in a greener and low-carbon 
direction.           By Xinhua

The Traditional Chinese 
Medicine – Panax Noto-
ginseng,a new international 
standard, was recently publi-
cised in Kunming.

Traditional Chinese Med-
icine – Panax Notoginseng 
is another international 
standard on the quality eval-
uation of Chinese medicinal 
products. It follows others, 
including Ginseng Seeds and 

Seedlings and Detection of 
Heavy Metals in Traditional 
Chinese Medicine. 

The announcement marks 
a major breakthrough in the 
standardization of Chinese 
medicines and is of great 
significance for introducing 
Chinese herbal remedies to 
the wider world.

Panax notoginseng is 
an expansive category of 

Chinese herbal medicines. 
Yunnan province is the main 
area where Panax notogin-
seng is grown, and accounts 
for 98 percent of China’s 
total production. 

At present, the total de-
mand for the form of gin-
seng worldwide is about 20 
million kilograms. 

Domestic demand ac-
counts for 18 million ki-

lograms, while overseas 
demand constitutes the re-
mainder.

The new international 
standard for this type of 
ginseng will help protect 
authenticity, introduce relat-
ed products to international 
markets and enhance the in-
ternational influence of this 
specialty from Yunnan. 

                             By Chen Yixi

The Asian Coffee Associ-
ation inauguaral conference 
was recently held in Dehong 
Dai and Jingbo Autonomous 
Prefecture Mangshi City 
Hogood International Con-
ference Center. Over 400 
experts, scholars and enter-
prise representatives from 
Asia, Europe and America 
attended the conference.

On that day,Mr. Indranan-
da Abeysekera, Chairman 
of Sri Lankan China-Sri 
Lanka Social and Cultural 
Cooperation Association, 
read a document from Sri 
Lanka’s Registration Board 
approval for establishing the 
Asian Coffee Association. 
Mr. Anoop ranjan Bhattarai, 
Chairman of Nepal South 
Asia China Friendship Co-
operation Organization, 
talked about the Asian Cof-
fee Association preparatory 
work. The meeting voted and 
approved the Constitution of 
the Asian Coffee Association 
and the Rules for the Imple-
mentation of the Asian Cof-
fee Association. According 
to the sponsor’s proposal, a 
list of 13 Governing Mem-
ber Countries was selected, 
taking into account the rel-
evant factors of each region 
as producer and consumer 
countries; namely China, 
South Korea, Japan, Thailand, 
Indonesia, Myanmar, Malay-
sia, Vietnam, India, Nepal, 
Sri Lanka, Saudi Arabia and 
Turkey.

The Asian Coffee Associ-
ation is a regional coffee in-
dustry organization in Asia, 
launched by more than 20 
Asian countries, including 
China, Vietnam and Thai-
land, in 2015, and registered 
in Colombo, Sri Lanka in 
July 2017. A representative 
office has been set up in 
Kunming, China. The per-
manent venue for the annual 
meeting is in Mangshi. The 
purpose of the Association 
is to develop coffee-related 
business in Asia and the 
world, to seek to upgrade 
and develop the coffee in-
dustry in the region, and to 
increase the income of cof-
fee growers. 

By Li Qinying&Liu Xiangyuan

Panax Notoginseng sets new int’l standard in Kunming

Indonesia 
becomes member 
of Asian Coffee 

Association
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Chinese Premier Li Keqiang (3rd L) attends the second Lancang-Me-
kong Cooperation (LMC) leaders’ meeting in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Jan. 
10, 2018.                                                                    Photo by Xinhua
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A well-known publishing 
houses from 16 countries 
signed memoranda in Bei-
jing with China’s Foreign 
Languages Press (FLP) re-
cently. With the agreement 
of translating and publishing 
the second volume of “Xi 
Jinping:The Governance of 
China”. 

The 16 countries are Italy, 
Poland, Ukraine, Albania, 
Romania, Kenya, Tajikistan, 
Vietnam, Pakistan, Bangla-
desh, Cambodia, Laos, Mon-
golia, Nepal, Sri Lanka and 
Afghanistan.

The second volume of “Xi 
Jinping: TheGovernance of 
China” explains the practices 
of the CPC Central Com-
mittee -- with Comrade Xi 
Jinping as the centre -- in up-
holding and developing social-
ism with Chinese characteristics 
in a new era. 

The book provides Chinese 
wisdom and solutions for de-
veloping a community with a 
shared future for mankind, as 
well as in promoting peace and 
development.It is authoritative 

reading for anyone studying 
and trying to understand Xi 
Jinping’s thoughts on socialism 
with Chinese characteristics in 
a new era, and the spirit of the 
19th CPC National Congress.

So far, the first volume of 
“Xi Jinping: The Governance 
of China” has sold 6.6 million 
copies in 24 languages around 
the world.

The second volume of “Xi 
Jinping: The Governance of 
China” has already been pub-
lished in Chinese and English. 
The book is also in the pro-

cess of being translated and 
published in other languages 
including French, Russian, 
Spanish, Arabic, Germany, 
Japanese, Portuguese and oth-
ers.

It is expected to help the 
international community bet-
ter understand the connota-
tions of Xi Jinping’s thoughts, 
as well as the paths, theories, 
systems and culture of social-
ism with Chinese characteris-
tics in a new era. 

(Adapted fromPeople’s 
Daily)

Volume II of the Governance
 of China to publish in 16 countries

International Music Industry 
Development Summit held in Kunming

The traditional Hani 
Gatangpa Festival was 
held on January 5 at the 
Cultural Square of Jingha 
Township, Jinghong City, 
Xishuangbana Dai Auton-
omous Prefecture of Yun-
nan Province. Hani People 
dressed in festive costumes 
and celebrated the festival 
together with various eth-
nic masses.

Gatangpa Festival is an 
annual grand traditional 
festival of Hani people in 
Xishuangbanna Dai Auton-
omous Prefecture. On the 
day, Jingha Cultural Square 
was decorated with ban-

ners made the who place 
very lively and full of hap-
piness. The Municipal Cul-
tural Task Force actors and 
each village cabaret team 
performed in turn.Hani 
Bamboo Dance, graceful 
Dai Dance, ancient folk 
songs and happy pop songs 
were jubilantly performed 
both on and off stage. 

Stilts, swings, crossbow 
shooting, gyro playing and 
other traditional folk sports 
and entertainment activi-
ties, as well as local com-
modities fairs were held on 
the same day. 

           By Dai Zhenhua

Yunnan Hani People 
Celebrate Gatangpa Festival

The China Institute of 
Cultural Relics, and the Ar-
chitectural Society of China 
recently released the second 
twentieth century Chinese 
Architectural Heritage List, 
inscr ibing the Mil i tary 
Academy in Yunnan in the 
lsit.

The Yunnan Mil i tary 
Academy is located in Kun-
ming beside the Green Lake 
Park. It was built between 

1907 and 1909, with the 
original site covering an 
area of more than 70,000 
square metres.

 It contains a military 
drilling ground, and various 
support facilities. The com-
plex was once the largest 
and most imposing school 
of its kind in the country. 
The still-existing buildings 
cover an area of 30,000 
squaremetres, including the 

main building, an auditori-
um and an arsenal. 

Recently, the Internation-
al Music Industry Develop-
ment Summit, “The Future 
of Music,” kicked off in 
Kunmingas an important 
part of the 10th China Gold 
Record Awards

At the summit, experts, 
domestic and international 
scholars and artists made 

speeches and exchanged 
ideas on the topics of the 
mus ic  and  aud iov i sua l 
industr ies .  Discussions 
also covered the integrat-
ed development of music 
with technology, finance 
and other industries. The 
summit set up an open and 
forward-looking platform 

for in-depth exchanges and 
cooperation between music 
and multiple industries and 
sectors.It is of great signifi-
cance for promoting the de-
velopment of the music in-
dustry, cultural and creative 
industries in both Kunming 
city and the whole Yunnan 
Province.   By Zhang Yanqun

Twenty intelligent ro-
bots recently appeared at 
Kunming Changshui In-
ternational Airport to pro-
vide customers with flight 
checking services, inqui-
ries and business process 
guidance, security notices, 
welcoming guests, and 
promoting Yunnan tourism.

These  robo t s  were 
developed by UBTECH 
Kunming Company based 
on the requirements of 
Changshui Airport and 
providing a six-month trial 
operation. The robots are 
located at eleven places to 
carry out services including 
the third floor of the termi-
nal building, the security 
checking outlets, the busi-
ness center, the Baishite 
(Best Business), the area of 
quarantine guide, domestic 

and international security 
inspection areas, and other 
sites.

Airport officials said 
that the next step for Kun-
ming Changshui Interna-
tional Airport will be to 
actively implement the 
requirements of the Civil 
Aviation Bureau for in-
formation and intelligent 
support and to use big 
data and mobile internet 
as a platform to further 
improve service quality, 
actively respond to the 
Yunnan Airport Group’s 
“Thirteen-Five” informa-
tion development plan-
ning goals, and rely on its 
advantageous resources to 
provide more efficient and 
personalized service expe-
riences for passengers.

By Hu Xiaorong

Robots debut at Kunming 
Changshui Airport

Yunnan Military Academy chosen as 
national architectural heritage site

Photo by Yang Zheng

The Hani People are dressing up to celebrate the Ga-
tangpa Festival.                                              Online photo 
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Shangri-La, 
a place for winter 

bird watching

 KUST and Lao Sufanu von 
University build cooperations

With the theme of “Eco-
logical Diqing, Paradise of 
Birds”, the second annual 
Shangri-La International 
Bird Watching Festival 
kicked off on December 
13 in Yunnan province’s 
Shangri-La.

A total of 17 teams par-
ticipated in the competi-
tion, held at the Napahai 
Nature Reserve and the 
Songzanlin Monastery 
Scenic Area. The event 
aimed to showcase Shan-

gri-La’sunique natural en-
vironmental resources, as 
well as its advantages and 
value in the development of 
bird-watching ecotourism. 

More than 300 bird spe-
cies in Shangri-La have 
been registered by China 
Birds Report. 

In 2016, according to ob-
servational statistics, more 
than 20,000 migratory birds 
from 50 to 60 different spe-
cies wintered in the Napa-
hai wetlands,including 316 
black-necked cranes, a na-
tional key protected species 
in China.

On December 12, 2017, 
the 12th Confucius Institute 
Conference, organized by 
China’s Confucius Institute 
Headquarters and Hanban, 
was held in Xi’an. Over 
2,500 Chinese and foreign 
representatives from 525 
Confucius Institutes all over 
the world gathered together 
to exchange experiences and 
discuss the development of 
the Confucius Institute.

At the Conference, Liu 
Yandong, China’s Vice-Pre-
mier of the State Council 
and President of the Board 
of Trustees of the Con-
fucius Institute Headquar-
ters, delivered a keynote 
speech and awarded name 
plates for new Confucius 
Institutes. The Confucius 

Institute, established in 
cooperation with the Lao 
Sufanu von University, is 
one of the ten newly-built 
Confucius Institutes and 
formally accepted a name-
plate which was personally 
conferred by Vice-Premier 
Liu Yandong.

Peng Jinhui, president 
of Kunming University 
of Science and Technol-
ogy(KUST), attended the 
Conference as a formal 
representative of the Con-
fucius Institute from a Chi-
nese University.

 In 2009, both the KUST 
and the Lao Sufanu von 
University sitting together 
to disscuss the establish-
ment of the Confucius In-
stitute and the application 

material was completed 
and submitted to Hanban 
for approval in 2015. In 
2016, the application ma-
terial was supplemented 
and in September 2017, the 
University worked with 
Hanban to complete a field 
visit to Laos. 

The two s ides  spent 
more than 7 years on pre-
paring work and  eventually 
won the approval from the 
Confucius Institute Head-
quarters and  Hanban.

The establishment of the 
Confucius Institute will 
promote the development 
and internationalization 
strategy of the Universities 
to step  up to a new level.

(The Window of Chinese 
Universities)

Xi Jinping Thought on 
Socialist Economy with 
Chinese Characteristics for 
a New Era has taken shape, 
according to a statement 
released after the Central 
Economic Work Conference 
concluded on Wednesday.

The thought is the “theo-
retical crystallization” of the 
past five years of practice 
in pushing forward China’s 
economic development, and 
the “latest fruit” of social-
ist political economy with 
Chinese characteristics, the 
statement said.

The three-day conference 
was attended by President 
Xi, who is also general sec-
retary of the Communist 
Party of China (CPC) Cen-
tral Committee and chair-
man of the Central Military 
Commission.

The annual meeting, 
which set the tone for Chi-
na’s economic policies in 
2018, also described the 
thought as the “extremely 
precious spiritual wealth” 
of the CPC and the country. 
It must be adhered to for a 
long time and developed 
continuously.

According to the state-
ment, the thought is mainly 
based on the new develop-
ment philosophy, which was 
put forward by Xi in 2015 
and features innovative, co-
ordinated, green, open and 
shared development.

During the conference, 
the most important annual 
meeting on economic work 

in the country, Chinese 
leaders reviewed the coun-
try’s economic performance 
over the past five years and 
mapped out plans for 2018.

This year’s conference 
came after the CPC’s twice-
a-decade national congress 
in October, during which 
Xi Jinping Thought on So-
cialism with Chinese Char-
acteristics for a New Era 
was unveiled and listed as a 
part of the guiding ideology 
for the CPC in its amended 
Constitution.

“High-quality develop-
ment” is a key phrase of the 
conference. China’s econo-
my has transitioned from a 
phase of rapid growth to a 
stage of high-quality devel-
opment, said the statement.

“High-quality develop-
ment is the fundamental 
requirement for determining 
the development path, mak-
ing economic policies, and 
conducting macroeconomic 
regulation at present and in 
the period to come,” it said.

China will further sup-
ply-side structural reform 
and adopt a prudent and 
neutral monetary policy and 
a proactive fiscal policy, it 
said.

The leaders have also 
defined “preventing and de-
fusing major risks, targeted 
poverty alleviation and pol-
lution control” as the “three 
tough battles” for the next 
three years, according to the 
statement.       

                       (Xinhua)

Xi’s thought on 
socialist economy for 
new era takes shape
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 “A new type of international relations”. The report to 
the 19th CPC National Congress pointed out that China 
would like to build a new type of international relations 
featuring win-win cooperation. China will hold high the 
banner of peace, development, cooperation, and mutual 
benefits, while continuing to stress the fundamental for-
eign policy goal of preserving world peace and promoting 
common development. 

China remains firm in its commitment to strengthening 
friendships and cooperative efforts with other countries 
on the basis of the “Five Principles of Peaceful Coexis-
tence”. The country is forging a new form of international 
relations featuring mutual respect, fairness, justice, and 
win-win cooperation.

KEY WORDS TO UNDERSTAND CHINA
A new type of

 international relations
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Yunnan Stone Forest Ocean and 
Snow World will open to tourists

Ocean World, indoor ski 
resort, dream Snow Park, 
parent-child hotel and hill-
top amusement park…… 
as one of the “Four One 
Hundred Projects” and a key 

project of Yunnan Province, 
the world’s first amusement 
kingdom theme with ocean 
and snow may be opened to 
tourists during the coming 
Spring Festival.

Yunnan Ice Investment 
Company invested 1 billion 
yuan to build the world’s 
first snow amusement king-
dom which will be officially 
launched in Yunnan Shilin 
county. The core project is 
37,000 square meters with 
5,000 tons of ice and snow 
used to build an indoor ski re-
sort and  Snow Park.

The Stone Forest Ocean 
and Snow World will break 
the climate and geographical 
restrictions for ice and snow 
sports with year round en-
tertainment.The ski trail will 
be 200 meters long and 50 
meters wide, built to meet 
training standards and able 
to host snow sports compe-
titions.   By Xiong Qiang

It is reported from Lijiang 
Lugu Lake Provincial Tour-
ism Administration Com-
mittee that, in 2017, Lugu 
Lake achieved a contrarian 
rally and received a million 
visitors from the direction 
of Lijiang for the first time, 
with ticket income breaking 
through one billion yu-
an(around 150 million US 
dollars) for the first time as 
well.

On September 1, 2017, 
after the resumption of the 
China Eastern Airlines Kun-
ming to Lugu Lake round-
trip routes, on December 

29, 2017, Lucky Airlines 
opened Chendu-Ninglang 
Luguhu Airport non-stop 
routes so that tourists can 
reach Luguh Lake from 
Chendu in about 1.5 hours.

In addition, the scenic 
spot has improved its tick-
et purchasing system to 
make the access easier. 

Last February, the sep-
aration of ticket sales and 
inspect ion was imple-
mented and in October, 
they took the lead in Li-
jiang and launched mo-
bile phone WeChat ticket 
purchasing and machine 

self-service ticket pur-
chasing. Through docking 
“Tour Yunnan with a mo-
bile phone” to accelerate 
the construction of intelli-
gent scenic spots, tourists 
can go through gates by 
scanning a QR code. That 
solved the problem of dif-
ficult vehicle transit in a 
user-friendly way.With the 
implementation of a series 
of protective measures and 
improvement to the order 
of the tourism market, 
Lugu Lake scenic spot will 
usher in  “blowout type” 
growth.     By Liu Xiuchun

“Home for Overseas Chi-
nese” ceremony was held at 
Huaqian Xinchun, Wuhua 
Districct in Kunming recently.

The theme of the event 
is “Recalling the history of 
overseas Chinese telling the 
stories of overseas Chinese 
and warming the hearts of 
overseas Chinese, to build 
a warm home for overseas 
Chinese”. 

After  the ceremony, 
overseas Chinese friends 
performed Indonesia and 
Myanmar Dance,and played 
Hawaii guitar to lighten the 
activity. 

Huaqiao Xincun is lo-
cated at Renmin Road No. 
30 in Wuhua District. In the 
1960’s, a large number of 
overseas Chinese returned 
to China to participate in the 

country’s construction. To 
resettle them, the Kunming 
Municipal Government al-
located this place to build a 
resettlement site and a Con-
struction Committee was 
specially established to be 
responsible for the work.

The founding of the 
“Home for Overseas Chi-
nese” will establish an inter-
active platform for overseas 
returnees and overseas in 
the jurisdiction area.

 In the future, the Longx-
iang Sub-district Office will 
take Huaqiao Xincun as a 
carrier to provide better ser-
vice for overseas Chinese 
based on “The big overseas 
Affairs” pattern creative 
method of working online. 

                     By Luo Wei

Over a million tourists to 
Lugu Lake in 2017

Photographers’ association
 raises Yunnan’s int’l reputation

Home for Overseas Chinese
 settled in Kunming
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This year, the Yunnan 
Provincial Photographers’ 
Association (YPPA) suc-
cessfully held a number 
of South and Southeast 
Asia-oriented exhibitions 
and activities in order to 
expand the province’s in-
ternational reputation and 
influence.

During the 2017 Chi-
na-South Asia and Southeast 
Asia Arts Week,and the 
Lancang-Mekong Arts Fes-
tival, the YPPA successfully 
hosted the fourth South and 
Southeast Asia Photography 
Exhibition at the Kunming 
International Convention 
and Exhibition Centre. 

More than 200 works tak-
en by photographers from 
all over China —as well as 
those from 18 South and 
Southeast Asian countries 

including India, Bangladesh, 
Laos, Singapore, Cambodia 
and Myanmar participated. 

Additionally, the YPPA 
made great efforts to pro-
mote Yunnan as a “paradise 
for photographers” in an 
effort to build the province 
into an international photog-
raphy brand. 

The  YPPA had  he ld 
seven sessions at the Dali 
International Photography 
Exhibition, four at the Chi-
na-South and Southeast Asia 
International Photography 
Exhibition, six at the Luop-
ing International Photogra-
phy Festival, five at the Xi-
shuangbanna International 
Photography Exhibition and 
three at the Honghe Hani 
Rice Terrace World Heritage 
International Photography 
Exhibition. By Li Hongfeng

(Online photo)
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Getting Away: Tengchong
Perched on the western 

edge of Yunnan, Tengchong 
has long been overlooked by 
the majority of travelers to 
Yunnan, but that is changing 
quickly.

The first sentence about 
Tengchong in the Chinese-lan-
guage Lonely Planet Yunnan 
puts it a bit ominously: “Teng-
chong is becoming a new hot 
spot in Yunnan, headed in the 
same direction as Lijiang.”

Hot springs, volcanoes, 
wetlands, important historical 
sites, a charming old town, the 
majestic Gaoligong Mountains 
and the possibility of good 
deals on jade are luring grow-
ing numbers of package tour-
ists and individual travelers 
from around China.

Despite the increase in 
tourists, Tengchong is not yet 
overrun by tourism and main-
tains a pleasant and relaxed 
atmosphere. We recently spent 
five days in Tengchong to learn 
more about one of Yunnan’s up-
and-coming travel destinations.

The city of Tengchong – 
which is the administrative 

center of Tengchong County 
– has a population of only 
around 45,000, which makes 
for a rather quiet Chinese city 
experience. That said, the big 
trucks frequently barreling 
through Tengchong’s wide 
streets do detract a bit from the 
city’s otherwise laid-back vibe.

Most residents of Tengchong 
are ethnic Han, many of whom 
are descendants of settlers who 
came here during the Ming 
Dynasty (1368-1644). The next 
biggest group is the Muslim 
Huipeople, who have a fairly 
visible presence throughout the 
city. Tengchong is also home 
to small populations of Lisu 
and Dai people.

Easily explored by foot, 
most of Tengchong’s down-
town area fits within a square 
mile.  There are bilingual 
Chinese and English signs 
pointing the way to major at-
tractions, and much of the city 
has wide sidewalks paved with 
volcanic rock.

There are several interesting 
sites within Tengchong, many 
of which highlight the small 

city’s historical importance to 
China. Much of Tengchong’s 
character comes from its tra-
ditional role as the southwest-
ernmost outpost of ethnic Han 
culture and also as one of Chi-
na’s main gateways to Burma 
– now known as Myanmar. In 
today’s China, Tengchong’s 
importance in the fight against 
Japanese invaders in the early 
20th Century is probably its 
greatest claim to fame.

A three-minute walk up 
Songyuan Lu from the memo-
rial brings visitors to a rather 
unexpected site: the Dieshuihe 
Waterfall, an urban waterfall 
consisting of a drop of more 
than 40 meters made by the 
Daying River. As one might 
expect, the waterfall has in-
spired local poets and painters 
for centuries.

A 10-minute walk southeast 
of the memorial and waterfall, 
Laifeng Mountain sits impos-
ingly on Tengchong’s edge, 
with the Wenbi Pagoda rising 
above the treetops at the small 
mountain’s peak. By Chris Hor-
ton & Photo by YDPG

Getting there
Buses leave daily from Kunming’s West Bus Station for 

Tengchong. A ticket for the 10-hour bus ride is 255 yuan.
There are multiple direct flights every day from Kunming to 

Tengchong. Full ticket price is 1,180 yuan, not including tax.
Heshun can be reached by the number 6 bus from Tengc-

hong for one yuan or by taxi for 15 to 20 yuan. Minivans shut-
tling between the western edge of Tengchong and Heshun cost 
two yuan per person and leave when the vehicle is full.By Chris 
Horton 
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China's
 “Ice flower boy”
story arouses love

Jan Dean Miller Contributes to Yunnan mining

A young boy became an 
online celebrity as a photo of 
him with thick frosty hair and 
chapped hands went viral in 
China this week.

The boy Wang Fuman  re-
ceived his frosted look after 
a 4.5-km walk from his home 
to school in Ludian County, 
a rural area in southwest Chi-
na’s Yunnan Province, when 
a strong cold front brought 
down the temperature to mi-
nus 9 degrees Celsius.

The third-grader makes the 
hour-long walk every day. 
This time he arrived at school 
looking like an old man with 
white hair, eyebrows covered 
in thick frost and a face red 
with cold.

“It was the first day of the 
final exam, but when entering 
the classroom he pulled face 
and every one was amused,” 
said Fu Heng, the school 
headmaster.

The boy only had very thin 
clothes on, as freezing weath-
er is unusual in Yunnan. His 
teacher took a picture of him 
and shared it on social network 
WeChat, which soon moved 
millions across the country.

While his picture was going 
viral on the Internet, he was 
simply getting on with his 

exam, scoring 99 out of 100.
Chinese netizens quickly 

nicknamed him “ice flower 
boy,” with many showing 
concern for him and his class-
mates.

Sitting at an elevation of 
2,850 meters, the school in 
Zhaotong City receives stu-
dents from the nearby 16 vil-
lages. There are eight teachers 
and 141 students at the school, 
with one of the children hav-
ing to get up at 5:30 a.m. and 
walk three hours to school.

The city has over 1.13 mil-
lion people living under the 
poverty line, of which 138,000 
are primary school students -- 
that is almost half of the total 
number of students attending 
schools.

Many people have since 
offered the boy warm clothes 
and donations. A local youth 
foundation was also proposed 
to raise money for students at 
the school.

A nationwide poverty re-
duction campaign has been 
going on for years.

In Ludian, several roads to 
the boy’s home will soon be 
finished, and their new house 
has been built with the help of 
the local poverty relief office.

                         By YDPG

Jan Dean Miller is a world-
wide recognized scientist in 
metallurgical engineering and 
mineral processing technolo-
gy, once awarded the Robert 
Richard Award by the American 
Institute of Steel Engineers, the 
Van Duste Gold Medal and Out-
standing Achievement Award 
from the University of Colora-
do, and the University of Utah 
Outstanding Research Award 
and more than 20 other awards. 

He has also registered 30 pat-
ents.

Since he was invited to Yun-
nan in 2009, professor Jan Dean 
Miller led a team to build an 
“Advanced Metallurgical Tech-
nology Joint Laboratory” to set 
up an international cooperation 
exchange platform and built a 
National Joint Research Center 
for the Ministry of Science and 
Technology. 

Seven outstanding engineers 
in Metallurgical  engineer-
ing and 3 postgraduate and 
post-doctoral students were 
trained; and he also accepted 
more than 40 scholars and stu-

dents from China to study and 
visit the Department of Metal-
lurgy, the University of Utah.

H e  c r e a t i v e l y  a p p l i e d 
three-dimensional CT technolo-
gy, surface and frequency spec-
tral analysis system an atomic 
force microscope to mineral 
treatment and resource recovery 
process, which promoted the 
utilization of resources and en-
ergy conservation in the fields 
of low-grade minerals and 

refractory minerals in Yunnan 
Province.

He inspected almost all of 
Yunnan’s large non-ferrous met-
al mines and smelting enterpris-
es to give in-depth guidance. 
Professor Miller experienced 
a serious car accident when he 
was teaching in the Yunnan-Ti-
bet area in July 2013. After 
recovery, he continued to visit 
and gave many lectures.  

                     By YDPG

Coffee brings prosperity 
to Yunnan farmer

Harvest time in Padangba, 
Yunnan province,  is  when 
Huang Chuanhe and his wife 
are too busy to nap after lunch. 
They must quickly gather ripe 
coffee berries while the weather 
is good.

The farmer owns a planta-
tion of more than 3 hectares. 
Last year, he earned more than 
100,000 yuan ($15,130) grow-
ing coffee.

The crop has transformed the 
fortunes of Huang in Padangba, 
and many other villages in Yun-
nan, pulled along by exports 
and burgeoning national con-
sumption.

Padangba was impoverished 
when the local government and 

a coffee company called Hog-
ood persuaded its farmers to try 
the crop a decade ago. Today, 
over 22 hectares are devoted to 
it.

“We used to grow sugar cane 
and were reluctant to switch to 
coffee,” Huang said. “After visit-
ing other villages and seeing their 
gains, some of us gave it a try.

The company provides farm-
ers with free seedlings and 
technical guidance to ensure 
quality. A protective pricing 
system is also in place to guar-
antee income.

Changing national habits 
have driven the crop’s adoption. 
Coffee consumption in China 
has grown by an annual aver-

age of over 22 percent since 
2006. Last year, with 128,200 
metric tons of beans purchased, 
the country ranked among the 
world’s largest consumers.

Yunnan accounts for over 98 
percent of domestic production. 
In 2016, the southwestern prov-
ince grew 136,000 tons of cof-
fee and sold over half abroad 
to generate export revenue of 
$280 million, according to the 
provincial agriculture authority.    
 (Adapted from Xinhua)
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Farmers are happy with coffee beans harvest. Photo by Yang Zheng

Selecting coffee beans.                               
                 Photo by Yang Zheng

z   hì g uó  lǐ z  hèn  g

Wang Fuman with frosted look after a 4.5-km walk from his 
home to school                                                                Online photo.  


