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BRI is the path to prosperity and peace

Yunnan will ensure a 
high-quality on-line opera-
tion of “Tour Yunnan with 
a mobile phone” to be offi-
cially launched in October 1, 
according to news released 
in a meeting recently held in 
Xishuangbanna in southern 
part of the province. 

On August 27th, when 
the app “Travel in Yunnan” 
(V1.7.0) was released, users 
noticed that its core func-
tions such as homepage, live 
broadcast, map and naviga-
tion were improved to create 
an immersive smart travel 
experience.

The app’s homepage is 
improved from the dimen-
sions of space, time and 
operation. The destination 
function now helps unin-
tentional users learn about 
Yunnan and intentional us-
ers locate destinations more 
quickly and accurately. 

In addition to the origi-
nal features, the map and 
navigation function allows 
users to search for parking 
lots, toilets, ticket offices and 
other facilities in the scenic 
spot with one click.

Now, the shopping sec-
tion of “Travel in Yunnan” 
app has launched 15 prod-
ucts of Pu’er tea, and the 
online products are sold and 
provided exclusively. (Wang 
Huan)

As the province of honor, 
Yunnan has drawn wide atten-
tion at the 20th China Inter-
national Fair for Investment 
and Trade (CIFIT) from 
Sept. 8 to 11, with contracts 
worth 7.4 billion dollars signed 
between the Yunnan delega-
tion and its business partners.

Nearly 1,200 Yunnan 
delegates from 16 cities and 
prefectures, 14 provincial insti-
tutions, 23 industrial parks and 
200 enterprises and business 
organizations joined the fair 
in Xiamen, southeast China’s 

Fujian Province. 
The 1000 plus Yunnan 

pavilion features eight key 
industries, focusing on three 
planned world-class industries 
of “green food”, “clean energy” 
and “destination for healthy liv-
ing”.  (Han Cheng Yuan)

     

China provides a variety of 
development opportunities 

for Africa

Attendants check the tickets on  a train running on the Addis Ababa-
Djibouti Railway which is built by Chinese company.              (Xinhua)

In these days of world-
changing and, dare I say, world-
threatening times, it’s comfort-
ing to know somewhere in the 
world there are countries doing 
their utmost to achieve some-
thing other than death, destruc-
tion, self-aggrandizement and 
domination.

The Bel t  and Road 
Initiative(BRI), led by the 
People’s Republic of China, 
is like a breath of fresh air to a 
drowning man. For many years 
the domination of Western fi-
nance and industry has brought 
wealth and good living to that 
part of the world — often at the 
expense of others, who have 
been powerless, held back and 
unable to join in with the good 
times. Loans for infrastructure 
improvements have only been 
granted with heavy conditions 
attached, and with the aim of 
putting the recipient into heavy 
debt. But when financing Belt 
and Road projects, China al-
ways adheres to an economic 
benefit-oriented approach, pro-
vides loans based on the actual 

conditions of the recipient coun-
try, supports project construction 
and avoids creating new debt 
risks or fiscal burdens for the 
host.

With this project, there is 
light at the end of the tunnel 
for underdeveloped countries, 
and the prospects for peace and 
prosperity for many, instead of a 
select few, is on the horizon.

You may ask, as a West-
erner why do I feel so positive 
about the idea? Why should I 
support something that could 
be seen as a threat to my way 
of life, my economic pros-
pects? The answer is simple 
for me. Many people in the 
so-called West and in Europe 
do not benefit so much at the 
moment. There is great wealth, 
but it’s great wealth for the few. 
A projected new railway would 
only be built if vast amounts of 
profit could be taken from its 
building and its operation. The 
new railway from Addis Ababa 
to the port in Djibouti has been 
laid down to give desperately 
needed access to markets. Cer-

tainly, China will benefit from 
this and other projects, but so 
will the people of both Ethiopia 
and Djibouti. That’s the bril-
liance of it — the projects of the 
BRI are mutually beneficial.

But prosperity and better 
living standards for so many 
people are not the only benefits 
from this initiative. The greatest 
benefit to all involved will be 
peace and goodwill, brought 
about from the mutual trade 
and cultural understanding of 
the countries taking part. When 
we trade with each other, we 
talk to each other, we work with 

each other and we understand 
each other. We all benefit, and 
so there is a greater chance that 
peace will prevail.

The financial result of this ini-
tiative will be increased trade and 
wealth for all. If there is a political 
result, it will be peace and secu-
rity from war. All are achievable 
with the Belt and Road Initiative.
(The author is Chris Dodd, 
a retired depot manager of 
a railway company in Der-
byshire, England and a mem-
ber of the Associated Society 
of Locomotive Engineers and 
Firemen. China Daily)  

“More than 1.3 billion 
Chinese people, together with 
more than 1.2 billion African 
people, are pursuing a shared 
future. We respect Africa, love 
Africa and support Africa. We 
follow a “five-no” approach in 
our relations with Africa. This 
policy includes: no interference 
in African countries’ pursuit of 
development paths that fit their 
national conditions, no interfer-
ence in African countries’ inter-
nal affairs, no imposition of our 
will on African countries, no 
attachment of political strings 
to assistance given to Africa, 
and no seeking of selfish po-
litical gains in investment and 
financing cooperation arrange-
ments with Africa. We hope 
this ‘five-no’ approach could 
apply to other countries as they 
deal with matters regarding 
Africa.”

The “five-no” approach 
was originally proposed by 
Chinese President Xi Jinping 
in a keynote speech at the 
opening ceremony of the Bei-
jing Summit of the Forum on 
China-Africa Cooperation. It 
takes from and further develops 
the five principles of peaceful 
coexistence. It has answered 
some questions of the times, 
and started a journey into the 
future and reflects the distinctive 
features of China-Africa rela-
tions in a new era. Therefore, 
it is widely hailed by China’s 

African friends.
In the eyes of the African 

Union’s rotating current chair-
man and Rwandan President 
Paul Kagame, China is a “re-
spectable partner”. “The Af-
rica-China relations are based 
on equality, mutual respect and 
commitment to a common 
happiness. Our increasingly 
stronger ties with China do not 
come at the expense of others.”

For African countries, 
the “five-no” approach is a 
just rebuke to some in the 
West who hold the absurd 
theory that the China-Afri-
can cooperation relations are 
neo-colonialism.

“There is no trace of neo-
colonialism in China-Africa 
cooperative efforts” South 
African President Ramafusa 
said. He pointed out that China 
is cooperating with African 
countries on the basis of equal-
ity and mutual respect. Such 
win-win cooperation endeav-
ors are welcomed by African 
countries.

“China has never colo-
nized Africa. Now China is our 
largest trading partner. When 
China provides us with a 
variety of development oppor-
tunities, where are the finger-
pointing Western countries?” 
said Zimbabwean Ambas-
sador to China, Paul Chikawa.
(People’s Daily Overseas 
Edition)
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VOICE 

Yunnan makes a hit at int’l 
trade, investment fair

CULTURE

“Why is your hair half-
combed, why is your face 
half-washed, and why do you 
have black and white hands?” 
The 53-year-old He Jinmei 
was singing beautifully, facing 
the sun and standing squarely.

Whenever she sang the 
Epic of King Gesar, the listen-
ers would be visibly moved, 
be it a native or a visitor from 
afar.

The Epic of King Gesar is 
one of the world’s great epics, 
as significant for Tibetans as 
the Odyssey and Iliad for the 
ancient Greeks. In history, the 
epic used to be widely spread 
in Tibetan regions from 
mouth to mouth.

But now the epic has be-
come an endangered cultural 
heritage in northwest Yunnan’s 
Diqing Tibetan Autonomous 
Prefecture, and only a few in-
heritors can sing King Gesar.

 “At the age of 14, I began 

to sing King Gesar. The story 
moved me a lot and I fell in 
love with it. For decades, I’ve 
been learning the epic from 
the master, and now I can sing 
all 52 episodes.” He Jinmei 
said passionately, smiling.

 “In Diqing, I am the only 
one who can sing the full 
epic in addition to my master. 
I’ll go on singing so that the 
King’s story can be passed 
down from generation to gen-
eration,” she added.

Jinmei’s master is He Min-
gyuan, national inheritor of the 
world-class intangible cultural 
heritage project of King Gesar. 
For Jinmei, Mingyuan is both 
her teacher and a senior whom 
she trusts and relies on.

To save this heavily en-
dangered art, He Jinmei and 
Mingyuan are now teaching 
their own offspring, trying to 
get more people engaged in 
the tradition.

                      (Xiong Yan)

Yunnan Province is vigorously 
developing its leisure and health 
industries, while also augmenting 
the “migrant bird” tourism 
and the retirement industry. 
Now, a retirement industry 
cluster area featuring with 
the province’s characteristics 
has come into being. The 
photo here shows the elders 
were introduced to a retirement 
project during the Kunming 
International Retirement and 
Health industry.   
          Photo by Yang Zheng 
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He Jinmei: Singer of Tibetan 
"Epic of King Gesar"

“Travel in Yun-
nan” app to be re-
leased in October

EXPO 

He Jinmei is singing the Epic.              Photo by Li Wenjun

                                                                      Photo by Han Chengyuan


