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On its website, China’s Na-
tional Bureau of Statistics recently 
released The Communiqué on 
the Annual Evaluation Results of 
Ecological Civilization Building in 
2016, publishing provincial green 
development indexes for the first 
time. The top ten provinces on the 
green development index rankings 
are Beijing, Fujian, Zhejiang, 
Shanghai, Chongqing, Hainan, 
Hubei, Hunan, Jiangsu and Yun-
nan.

Yunnan province achieved a 
green development rating of 80.28. 
A breakdown of the index shows 
that the province ranks fifth, with 
an environmental quality index of 
91.64, and second with an ecologi-
cal protection index of 75.79.

According to the Measures for 
the Assessment and Evaluation of 
the Objectives of Ecological Civ-
ilization Construction — issued 
by the General Office of the CPC 
Central Committee and the Gen-

eral Office of the State Council in 
2016—China will implement a 
yearly evaluation and five-year as-
sessment mechanism for all prov-
inces, autonomous regions and 
municipalities. These assessments 
and evaluation results will be an 
important basis for analyzing, ap-
pointing and removing Party and 
government officials. The yearly 
evaluation is implemented as per 
the green development indicator 
system to generate ratings. In 

August 2017, China’s National 
Bureau of Statistics, National De-
velopment and Reform Commis-
sion, Ministry of Environmental 
Protection and Central Organiza-
tion Department completed the 
first yearly evaluation of ecological 
civilization construction. The 
results reflect the overall green 
development situation in different 
provinces, autonomous regions 
and municipalities across the coun-
try. (Yunnan Daily)

Sharif works as a shopping 
tour guide in a large clothing store 
in Dhaka. He speaks fluent Chi-
nese and knows the preferences of 
Chinese customers very well. The 
clothing brands that he recommends 
to Chinese tourists are exactly what 
they want.

In Dhaka, the service industry 
employs more and more people 
who are familiar with Chinese 
preferences, and can therefore 
communicate with their customers 
in Chinese. The Chinese language 
has become a bridge for communi-
cation between the two countries, as 
well as an effective tool Bangladeshi 
enterprises use to explore the Chi-
nese market. This use of language is 
the epitome of deepening relations 
between the two countries under the 
Belt and Road framework.

Both China and Bangladesh 

are developing countries with large 
populations, similar national con-
ditions and common development 
goals. In 2017, the two countries 
continued to support each other’s 
core interests and major concerns. 
In the context of the Belt and Road 
Initiative, they sought common de-
velopment strategies and carried out 
pragmatic accords in terms of poli-
cy, infrastructure, trade, and finance 
and people-to-people connectivity.

In the past year, China and Ban-
gladesh maintained frequent mutual 
high-level visits and conducted 
close governmental exchanges on 
major issues. Representatives of the 
Bangladeshi government and politi-
cal party leaders sent congratulatory 
messages to the Communist Party 
of China during the 19th National 
People’s Congress (CPC) and they 
actively supported and attended the 
CPC in Dialogue with World Po-
litical Parties High-Level Meeting 

held in Beijing. Chinese Foreign 
Minister, Wang Yi, visited Bangla-
desh and played a constructive role 
in promoting solutions to a host of 
regional issues.

Over the past year, the Chinese 
and Bangladeshi navies held two 
joint military exercises and rescue 
training missions. Two submarines 
that Bangladesh purchased from 
China also went into service in 
March. Prime Minister Sheik Hasi-
na Wazed personally witnessed the 
historic moment when she boarded 
the submarines, the first ever used 
by the country.

Cultural exchanges between the 
two countries in 2017 were highly 
varied and received an enthusiastic 
response. In January, the theatri-
cal performance “Happy Spring 
Festival” was stunningly staged at 
the National Theatre in Dhaka as a 
prelude to the “Year of China-Ban-
gladesh Friendship and Exchange”. 

In October, a special seminar on 
Traditional Chinese Medicine was 
held as part of the “Chinese Culture 
Lecture Room” programme. It saw 
a packed venue and lively inter-
actions between the speakers and 
audience members. In November, 
the first “Ambassador Cup” Chi-
na-Bangladesh friendship martial 
arts assembly—the highest level 
martial arts show in the country in 
recent years, attracted hundreds of 
participants, the youngest of them 
only ten years old.

More and younger Bangladeshi 
students, experts and scholars 
studied or attended various training 
courses in China last year. The 
affect was the deepening of mutual 
understanding between the two 
peoples. In September, the “2017 
Bangladesh Youth Camp in China” 
was launched in Kunming, south-
west China’s Yunnan province. 
More than 140 Bangladeshi stu-

dents came to Yunnan University 
for a tour of cultural and educational 
exchanges.

In the past year, China and Ban-
gladesh further deepened economic 
and trade efforts via a large number 
of projects. China Zhongtie Major 
Bridge Engineering Group Co., 
Ltd. also made remarkable progress 
in the building of Padma Bridge, a 
dream bridge for Bangladesh. Upon 
its completion, the bridge will con-
nect the east and west banks of the 
Padma River and contribute at least 
one percent to the country’s overall 
economic growth.

Like the Chinese Dream of a 
great rejuvenation for the Chinese 
nation, the dream of a “Golden Ben-
gal” is to make the country strong 
and the people rich. The Belt and 
Road Initiative will continue to act as 
a bridge to help the two peoples real-
ise their respective dreams.  (Adapt-
ed and translated from Xinhua)

Belt and Road pushes Sino-Bangladesh 
cooperation to new height

 Yunnan Province is improving its ecological enviroment and injecting impetus into its green development. Kunming, capital city of the province, with  good 
ecological enviroment, has attracted seagulls from Siberia to winter in the city since 1985. Here a Kunming citizen is feeding seagulls on the bank of Daguan 
River, a branch of Yunnan’s largest lake: the Dianchi Lake       Photo by Yang Zheng                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                            

China unveils first provincial green 
development index

From peasant boy to Olympic equestrian

It is hard to associate equestrian 
achievements with a peasant boy, 
but Li Mingkun, a young man 
from Yunnan province, is now one 
of six members of China’s national 
dressage equestrian team, which is 
currently attempting to qualify for 
the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.

In 1988, Li Mingkun was 
born in the rural area of Mouding 
County in Yunnan Province. Upon 
graduation from Yunnan Sports 
Vocational and Technical College 
in 2011, Li Mingkun was rec-
ommended to Xingyao Group, a 
Yunnan-based horse racing training 
and breeding enterprise.

At Xingyao Group, his job was 

to take care of the horses in the sta-
bles of the equestrian club. He soon 
stood out from his workmates. 
He always kept the stables clean, 
washed the horses carefully, and 
worked longer hours than the oth-
ers. After work, when others were 
on their mobile phones, eating and 
drinking, he would go to the stables 
to examine the fodder, comb the 
horses’ manes and talk with the 
horses. The dirty and tiring work 
made many of his workmates 
flinch, but he was never bored with 
his job.

It is natural that hard work pays 
off. Li Mingkun eventually became 
one of the group’s first equestrian 
team members, then a horse trainer 
and finally an equestrian compet-
itors. He did not change his dili-

gence despite such a smooth rise. 
He still worked longer hours than 
others and spent much more time 
with the horses. In the process, his 
equestrian skills improved by leaps 
and bounds.

In August 2013, he won both 
individual and group champi-
onships at the first ever Yunnan 
Provincial Equestrian Invitational. 
After that, his personality, quality 
and talent were recognised by 
many coaches. He travelled to 
Shenzhen, Shaanxi and Beijing for 
further study. Later, he was sent to 
France, Luxembourg, Belgium, 
the Netherlands, Germany, Italy 
and Austria to hone his equestrian 
skills. He worked for the Central 
Royal Stables in Zweibrücken, 
Germany and was trained by the 

national equestrian team coach 
Shen Qingzhou and the German 
master coach Andreas Rubly.

Li Mingkun believes that 
equestrianism is a cultural heritage 
that embodies perseverance and 
tenacity. It is true that equestrianism 
is a noble sport, but Li Mingkun 
thinks that the sport is noble spir-
itually rather than materially. The 
basic qualities for a good equestrian 
include independence, readiness 
to meet challenges, loyalty, and a 
sense of honour and a respect for 
women.

With such beliefs, the former 
peasant boy Li Mingkun was ac-
cepted by the Central Royal Stable 
in Zweibrüken and won the favour 
of German equestrian master An-
dreas Rubly.                                  

BY LIU CHANG

The world agrees on community 
 of shared future for mankind

Recently,well-known pub-
lishing houses from 16 countries 
signed memoranda in Beijing with 
China’s Foreign Languages Press 
(FLP). They agreed to translate 
and publish the second volume 
of Xi Jinping: The Governance of 
China.

The 16 countries are Italy, 
Poland, Ukraine, Albania, Roma-
nia, Kenya, Tajikistan, Vietnam, 
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Cambodia, 
Laos, Mongolia, Nepal, Sri Lanka 
and Afghanistan.

The second volume of Xi 
Jinping: The Governance of Chi-
na explains the practices of the 
CPC Central Committee—with 
Comrade Xi Jinping as the core in 

upholding and developing social-
ism with Chinese characteristics 
in a new era. The book provides 
Chinese wisdom and solutions for 
developing a community with a 
shared future for mankind, as well 
as in promoting peace and devel-
opment. It is authoritative reading 
for anyone studying and trying to 
grasp Xi Jinping’s Thoughts on 
Socialism with Chinese Character-
istics in A New Era, and the spirit 
of the 19th CPC National Congress.

The second volume of Xi 
Jinping: The Governance of China 
has already been published in Chi-
nese and English. The book is also 
in the process.  

                        (People’s Daily)

 Bangladesh to publish 
Governance of China Vol 2 

The State Council of China 
has decided to ease regulations 
for enterprises investing in free 
trade zones (FTZs) to promote 
reform and opening up, a notice 
said on January 9.

According to the decisions 
endorsed by Chinese Premier 
Li Keqiang, China will allow 
wholly foreign-owned enter-
tainment venues to provide 
services in FTZs and permit 
foreign investors to invest in 
Internet access businesses.

The country will remove the 
restriction that at least 70 percent 
of equipment in foreign-funded 
urban-rail traffic projects should 
be made in China.

Wholly foreign-owned 
companies were allowed to 
open gas stations and to design, 
produce and repair aircraft with 
a maximum takeoff weight of  
six tonnes. Investment propor-
tions limitations on helicopters 
with a takeoff weight of at least 
three tonnes were also lifted. 

Foreign investors were also 
allowed to be controlling share-
holders in International shipping 
agencies.  (Xinhua)

                               

China relaxes 
regulations for 

investors in FTZs

BY ZU HONGBING

NEWS IN BRIEF ECO

PEOPLE

Yunnan ranks second in terms of ecological protection among Chinese provinces

China’s transition from a 
country that follows the world’s 
technological trends to one that 
sets them, is no longer a blueprint -- 
it’s a reality.

After years focusing on inno-
vation, China caught up fast. From 
artificial intelligence and genetic 
engineering, to mobile payments 
and bike-sharing, Chinese firms 
are pulling ahead of their rivals.

Silicon Valley has long been 
considered the most viable option 
for starting a business in the tech 
sector. Now, this is beginning to 
change. Known as “sea turtles,” a 
growing number of overseas-ed-
ucated Chinese are returning to 
their home country, turning down 
opportunities in Silicon Valley to 
make a splash in China’s emerg-
ing tech sector.

The reverse brain drain has 
benefited China’s tech compa-
nies, such as Royole, a company 
founded in 2012 by “sea turtle” 

Liu Zihong, a Stanford graduate.
Two years after its founding, 

Royole rolled-out one of its core 
products—the world’s thinnest 
bendable screens that if used on an 
iPad, would allow it to be folded 
into the size of an iPhone.  

Valued at over three billion 
U.S. dollars, Royole has become 
one of the world’s fastest-growing 
tech “unicorns,” new tech com-
panies valued at over one billion 
dollars.

At the 19th National Congress 
of the Communist Party of China, 
which charts the course for the 
country’s future development, 
innovation has been labeled as 
the primary driving force behind 
development.

China has worked to create an 
eco-system for innovation, includ-
ing talent, investment, policy sup-
port and market environment, that 
fuels a cycle of innovative activity. 

                                    (Xinhua)

 From follower to leader: 
China emerges at high-

tech frontier

A Chinese delegation has 
introduced the achievements of 
the 19th National Congress of 
the Communist Party of China 
(CPC) to political communities 
in India.

During the four-day visit 
that ended on January 6, the 
delegation, headed by Meng 
Xiangfeng, deputy director of 
the General Office of the CPC 
Central Committee, met with 
leaders of the ruling Bhartiya 
Janta Party (BJP), the opposi-
tion Congress party and other 
left-wing parties.

The delegation briefed the 
Indian politicians and people 
from various communities in 
Delhi and Mumbai on the spirit 
of the 19th CPC party congress.

The India side spoke highly 
of the achievements and sig-
nificance of the CPC congress, 
saying they were ready to join 
hands with China to further co-
operation of mutual benefit, and 
promote healthy and steady de-
velopment of bilateral ties, so as 
to contribute to peace, stability, 
development and prosperity in 
the region and the whole world.      

                                  (Xinhua)

Chinese delegation 
introduces 19th CPC 

party congress in India
 Beipanjiang Bridge: The 

world's highest 

 The second volume of Xi Jinping: The Governance of China has already 
been published in Chinese and English. (Xinhua)
                                                                                                                            

Editor’s notes: On this 
planet, there are many kinds 
of bridges. Each of them has 
its own uniqueness and stories. 
What is the most beautiful and 
unforgettable bridge you have 
ever seen. Today, we introduce 
you to the Beipanjiang Bridge 
connecting Guizhou and Yun-
nan provinces.    

565 meters above the Banpan 
River, the Baipanjiang Bridge 
spans 1,341.4 meters long, con-
necting Xuanwei City in Yunnan 
and Shuicheng County in Guizhou 

and making itself the world’s high-
est bridge. With a height equiv-
alent to a 200-storery building, 
the bridge is a part of express 
highway from Hangzhou in 
east China’s Zhejiang province 
to Ruili in Yunnan on the Chi-
na-Myanmar border.       

Construction of the Beipan-
jiang Bridge lasted four years. 
Since it was opened to traffic on 
December 26, 2016, it has cut the 
driving time from Xuanwei City 
to Guizhou’s Liupanshui City 
(Shuicheng County is under its 
jurisdiction) from five hours to one 
hour.

BRIDGE STORY

BY LIU CHUNTAO


