
FRIDAY MAY 4,  2018

zuyndaily@163.com

NO. 166

IPR protection benefits Yunnan flower growers

NEWS IN BRIEF

A number of projects undertaken by 
Chinese companies in Bangladesh are 
progressing well. They have provided 
many jobs for local people and have 
promoted further economic and trade re-
lations between China and Bangladesh.

Zhang Zuo, the Chinese ambassador 
to Bangladesh, inspected four local proj-
ects overseen by Chinese companies on 
April 25.

The construction of factory of Ami-
go Bangladesh Limited and its ancillary 
facilities is undertaken by the China 
Railway Port and Channel Engineering 
Group. The company is a major garment 
maker in the Bangladesh. The project 
has provided more than 1,000 jobs for 
local people and trained nearly 100 en-
gineering and management personnel, 
professional technicians and equipment 
operators.

Ghorasal 365 MW Gas-fired Com-
bined Cycle Power Plant is undertaken 
by China National Technical Import and 
Export Corporation. Its facilities have 
been incorporated into Bangladesh’s 
electricity grid and are producing a large 
amount of power. During its construc-
tion, the project provided more than 500 

jobs for the local people and cumulative-
ly trained 3,000 others.

China National Machinery Import 
and Export Corporation undertook the 
upgrading and reconstruction of Ghoras-
al Unit 3. This work is expected to sig-
nificantly improve the efficiency of the 
unit’s natural gas combustion processes. 
This project provided more than 500 
jobs for the local community.

In addition, the transformation of 
Ghorasal Unit 4, undertaken by China 
Energy Engineering Group Guangdong 
Power Engineering Company, is also 
progressing smoothly.

Ambassador Zhang Zuo, during 
his inspection, said that China-funded 
companies in Bangladesh should be-
come better involved in the development 
strategy of Bangladesh. In this way, such 
companies can be models for achieving 
shared growth through collaboration. 
The Chinese-funded companies in Ban-
gladesh vowed to operate in compliance 
with local laws and regulations, actively 
fulfil their corporate social responsibili-
ties(CSR), establish great reputations for 
Chinese companies operating aborad 
and make contributions to the further 
development of China-Bangladesh eco-
nomic and trade relations. (Xinhua)

BY YAO BING

Dounan flower market in Kunming is one of the largest in Asia.  Photo by Yang Zheng

Last year, Kunming exported 170 mil-
lion U.S. dollars worth of flowers to more 
than 40 countries and regions. Not long 
ago, however, it was not easy for Chinese 
growers to explore international markets.

According to Yang Yuyong, chairman 
of Kunming Yang’s Rose Horticulture 
Company, the European, American, Japa-
nese and other markets have long had their 
own plant patent protection laws Flowers 
sold on the international market must be 
legally grown, and patent royalties must 
be paid. Thus, in the past, most Chinese 
flower growers chose to focus on varieties 
that had been eliminated abroad. The costs 
were low, but the products could not meet 
export requirements.

In recent years, however, Yunnan prov-
ince issued a series of policies to encour-
age innovation and strengthen the creation, 
protection and application of intellectual 
property rights(IPR) for its flower industry. 
In 2009, the province promulgated “Regu-
lations on the Development of the Flower 
Industry in Yunnan” to promote the devel-
opment of new varieties.

 “Independent research and devel-

opment of new varieties requires a lot of 
manpower and financial resources, and 
the government has intensified support 
in recent years,” said Yang Yuyong. He 
added that the government now exempts 
enterprises from income tax fees and en-
courages them to develop new varieties.

To date, Yunnan province has cu-
mulatively cultivated 560 new flower 
varieties and registered more than 100 

innovative technologies and patents 
associated with the industry.

When new varieties are developed, 
flower growers still need to be persuaded 
to grow them. If royalties must be paid in 
advance, according to international prac-
tice, most flower growers will be unwilling 
to grow patented varieties due to high costs 
and risks.

In 2006, to address this problem, the 

Kunming International Flower Auction 
Trading Centre (KIFATC) introduced a 
tripartite cooperation model. Under this 
framework, agreements were signed 
among breeding companies, flower grow-
ers and auction markets so that growers do 
not have to pay royalties before growing 
patented varieties. Instead, the royalties 
are deducted when the flowers are sold at 
auction.

By the end of 2017, according to the 
statistics provided by KIFATC, 3,781 
flower growers had turned to patented rose 
varieties. This has led to acreage under 
cultivation increasing to more than 220 
hectares, involving 98 patented varieties, 
such as Schirus and Deruytery. KIFATC 
collected patent royalties of 8.47 million 
yuan for Yang’s Rose, Yunxiu Flowers and 
other domestic breeders last year.

 “I used to pay patent royalties for 
foreign flower varieties. Today our inde-
pendently developed flowers sell well on 
international markets,” said Yang Yuyong. 
Meilland, a French company that collected 
royalties from his company in the past, 
has instead acted as a sales agenct for two 
of the company’s Hydrangea varieties in 
Europe starting in 2017. (Xinhua)

yunnangateway.com

Chinese companies create 
jobs in Bangladesh

IPR PROTECTION

The 15th Dongchuan Debris Flow International Off-road Car Race started April 29 in Dongchuan District, central Yunnan’s Kun-
ming City, and will last five days. Due to the unique valleys and river ways, the race is known for its distinct car racing track. Held for 15 
years since its inception in 2004, it has become a calling card for Dongchuan, attracting many racers and tourists. This year, with a total 
of 860-kilometer-long tracks, the race attracted a participation of 68 cars and 136 racers. .  Photo by Fang Xueliang

BY LIU CHUNTAO

The fifth Yunnan-Bangladesh Co-
operation Dialogue, organised with the 
theme “Promoting tourism cooperation 
between Yunnan and Bangladesh”, was 
held in Kunming on April 26. Both parties 
exchanged views on such issues as tour-
ism facilitation and the capacity building 
of tourism professionals, reaching broad 
consensus concerning many issues.

As Yunnan province strives to build 
itself into a world-class “healthy lifestyle 
destination”, both parties will explore 

more effective mechanisms for creating 
cross-border tourism cooperation and 
coordination and bring tourism to a new 
level. This will be accomplished by jointly 
promoting distance education and run-
ning colleges and universities, cultivating 
tourism professionals and improving 
their abilities, increasing people-to-people 
exchanges and enhancing tourism service 
capabilities.

The “Memorandum on the Fifth Yun-
nan-Bangladesh Cooperation Dialogue” 
was signed between both parties on the 
same day. 

Fifth Yunnan-Bangladesh Cooperation 
Dialogue held in Kunming

BY HAN CHENGYUAN

 “My life has changed a lot since I 
began working for Air China. Now I have 
a stable income and a stronger sense of 
responsibility. My friends are learning 
Chinese with me. I’ve earned people’s re-
spect, and I make my parents proud,” said 
Yi Na, a 26-year-old Indian woman.

In 2015, Yi Na won a government 
scholarship and came to study Chinese in 
China. After returning to India, she was 
hired by the Mumbai Sales Department at 
Air China in October 2016 because of her 
fluent Chinese. After less than two years, 
Yi Na has strongly felt the change that 
learning Chinese has brought to her life.

 “There are five people in my family 

and my parents are retired. I now earn 
40,000 rupees [about 4,000 yuan] more 
than before. With a higher salary, I can cer-
tainly give my family a better life,” said Yi 
Na. Her experience epitomizes the “Chinese 
craze” in India. Not long ago, our reporter 
watched a “Chinese Bridge” contest at the 
University of Mumbai. More than 20 con-
testants took turns to sing Chinese songs, 
dance Chinese dances and recite Chinese 
poems on the stage, bringing the audience a 
feast of Chinese language and culture

 “This is a huge market. There are al-
ready many Chinese companies here and 
more are coming. Learning Chinese will 
give us more opportunities,” Marlon, a 
contestant from Central University of Gu-
jarat, explained of the “Chinese Craze”.

According to conservative estimates 
by experts such as Professor Deepak 
at the Centre of Chinese and Southeast 
Asian Studies of Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity, tens of thousands of Indian people 
are now learning Chinese. In the view of 
Professor Deepak, the primary reason for 
the current “Chinese craze” are job op-
portunities brought by the rapid growth of 
economic and trade exchanges between 
China and India. Another reason is that 
many Indian students and businessmen 
hope to learn some daily Chinese expres-
sions before going to China. Yet another 
reason is that the development of tourism 
has also stimulated the demand for Chi-
nese-speaking personnel. ( Translated 
from Xinhua) 

Chinese craze gives Indian girl pay raise of 4,000 yuan
BY ZHANG XINGJUN

Nepal Translation 
Talents Training 

kicks off

The Nepalese Translation 
Talents Training, organized and 
directed by the General Admin-
istration of Press and Publication 
of China, recently kicked off in 
Beijing. This is the third session 
of Translation Talents Training 
of South and Southeast Asian 
languages under the Belt and 
Road Book Programme. Cu-
mulatively, these events have 
trained more than 60 Myanmar 
language and Thai translation 
and publishing talents.

The trainees attending the 
present session are mainly Nep-
alese publishers, media profes-
sionals and students studying in 
China who are interested in Chi-
nese culture. The trainees also 
include Chinese editors, publish-
ers, interpreters and translators 
of the Nepalese language. 

                                (Xinhua) 

BY SHI JINGNAN

China removes 
import tariffs on all 

cancer drugs
China on May 1 has exempted 

import tariffs on all common drugs 
including cancer drugs, cancer al-
kaloid-based drugs, and imported 
traditional Chinese medicine.

Value-added tax on the produc-
tion and import of drugs will also 
drop.

It is estimated that the policies 
will lower drug prices by at least 20 
percent, said Shi Luwen, director of 
the international research center on 
medicine management at Peking 
University.

The measures will signifi-
cantly enhance the availability of 
the drugs, reduce the burden on 
patients’ families, and will help 
prevent poverty caused by illness, 
he said.

According to the national can-
cer institute, the market for antineo-
plastic drugs, used to fight tumors, 
in China exceeds 120 billion yuan 
(about 19.1 billion U.S. dollars).

The Chinese government has 
been trying to ease the financial 
burden of patients and their fami-
lies in recent years.

Statistics from the national can-
cer institute show that 3.5 million 
new cancer patients are diagnosed 
in the country annually, with lung 
caner, breast cancer, and stomach 
cancer ranked as the top three most 
common cancers.. (Xinhua) 

 “During my childhood, I didn’t like 
it here and wished to go somewhere else. 
Now I don’t want to leave my hometown. 
My dream has come true here at home,” 
said Qi Xuesheng. When he returned to 

his hometown of Zhukula Village in west 
Yunnan’s Binchuan County in 2017, he 
had been away for more than ten years.

Zhukula has an old coffee forest with a 
history of more than 100 years. It is known 
as a “living fossil” of Chinese coffee. In 
the past, however, the villagers had to walk 

on a mountain path for five hours if they 
needed to go to Pingchuan, the nearest 
town. Living an isolated life, they grew 
low-yield crops and did not know what to 
do with the ancient coffee forest.

In 2010, Binchuan Plateau Organic 
Agriculture Development Company was 
selected to build and develop the Zhukula 
Coffee brand. Now, seven years have 
passed and the company has brought great 
changes to the village—the mountains are 
greener, a road has been built, and the cof-
fee industry is booming. Hopefully, many 
young and middle-aged villagers working 
in the city have returned to grow coffee.

Today, Zhukula Coffee has ushered in a 
new period of prosperity. With the brand of 
Zhukula Coffee as the core, the village has 
increased acreage devoted to bean-growing 
to 667 hectares. This growth has created 
more than 30,000 jobs and brought in larger 
and larger amounts of money as the coffee 
is exported.

Coffee-growing village ushers in new period of prosperity
BY WANG YI

The Zhukula Coffee Museum was opened in Yunnan Provincial Museum last Septem-
ber.    (Xinhua)

Kunming football to "run" on "The Liverpool Way"
English Premier League club Liver-

pool announced a campus football coop-
eration project in Kunming, the capital 
city of SW China’s Yunnan province, on 
April 24.

The project, to be provided to 10 
schools in Kunming, has been organized 
in partnership with the Kunming Munici-
pal Bureau of Education.

Dan White, head of the LFC Interna-
tional Academies hailed the agreement.

“We consistently apply the same 

coaching principles on all our programs. 
So, when a player plays here at the LFC 
International Academy in Kunming, they 
will be coached in exactly the same way 
as our players in Liverpool —‘The Liver-
pool Way’. “

The project intends to develop the 
participants both on and off the pitch, to 
encourage them to get active and improve 
their football skills, and also to improve 
other skills such as communication, team-
work and leadership. (Xinhua)

Life without Yunnan rice noodles 
American Denis says “No”

“I am dying for a good Mixian (rice 
noodles)!” said Denis from the United 
States. He regards Yunnan rice noodles 
rather than coffee a necessity of his life.

Denis is from Seattle. Several years 
ago, he came to China and worked in 
Qingdao of Shandong Province. When he 
finished his work, he was reluctant to leave 
and had the strong wish to learn more 
about Chinese culture.

 “I don’t want to go to big cities and I 
like small cities. Right at that time, I learned 
about the Jade Dragon Snow Mountain 
in Lijiang from an advertisement,” said 
Denis. He soon decided to come to Lijiang 
though he knew nothing about the city 

before. There he found a job online and 
started to teach French.

Having lived in the city in northwest 
Yunnan for years, Denis says that he is a 
Lijiang local now. He is especially crazy 
about the rice noodles and is able to name 
more than ten of the best rice noodle 
restaurants in Lijiang. He can also tell the 
tastes of different restaurants and is even 
quite clear about the temper of the owners.

Denis has many friends in Lijiang. 
“The people here are sincere. They lead 
lives with passion and devote themselves 
to what they do.” He said that he likes to 
make local friends and intends to write a 
book about the plants in Lijiang in the fu-
ture. What he asks for is not much: choco-
late, whiskey and, of course, rice noodles.

Denis is drawing a picture in Lijiang.  (Xinhua)
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