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Kyrgyzstan’s runner Adilet Kysh-
tabekov and Ethiopian Yidao Yilma 
Gurara won men’s races at the 2017 
SCO Kunming International Marathon 
held December 31, 2017 on the shore of 
Kunming’s Dianchi Lake.

In the men’s full marathon, Kysh-
tabekov finished first in two hours 23 
minutes and 20 seconds, followed by 
Chinese runners Yang Shaohui and 
Chen Guojun. Gurara took the men’s 

title for half marathon at 1:06:50. 
In the women’s full marathon, first 

place went to Chinese athlete Zheng 
Wenrong with a time of 2:50:41. Yunnan 
runner Zhang Deshun secured the wom-
en’s title for half marathon at 1:15:21.

During the races, volunteers, medical 
workers, security guards stood ready 
to provide runners with supporting ser-
vices. 

Around 16,000 people from 27 
countries of the world participate in 
the international marathon, which was 

kicked off by SCO secretary-general 
Rashid Alimov.  

The SCO Marathon is a mass-
scale cultural and sports event or-
ganised by the SCO Secretariat in 
cooperation with the administrations 
of the Yunnan Province and the city 
of Kunming and with support from 
partner companies and volunteers. 

The event is aimed at popularising 
sports and healthy lifestyles as well as 
the principles of equitable and mutually 
respectful sports competition.

BY MA YILU
Over the past 2,000 years, the spirit 

of the Silk Road has featured the ideas of 
“peace and cooperation, openness and 
inclusiveness, mutual learning and mu-
tual benefits”. These concepts have been 
passed down from generation to genera-
tion and promoted the progress of human 
civilization. Today, Belt and Road coun-
tries are committed to establishing and 
strengthening connectivity between Asia, 
Europe, Africa and across the oceans that 
connect them.

In recent years, more and more en-
terprises from southwest China’s Yunnan 
Province have actively cooperated with 
the rest of the world. In particular, eco-
nomic exchanges between the province 
and neighbouring countries have become 
increasingly closer, so much so that inte-
gration in terms of both economies and 
trade have deepened.

In 2017, Yunnan Communications 
Investment and Construction Group Co., 
Ltd. (Jiaotou Group) was founded. Ever 
since then, Jiaotou has endeavoured to 
propel Yunnan Province from a remote 
border area to the frontier of China’s open-
ing up to South and Southeast Asia. The 
expressway from Boten to Houeixay in 
Laos is the first major project involved in 
Jiaotou Group’s “going out” plan. When 
the project is completed, it will take only 
1.5 hours to drive from Houeixay to Bo-
ten, and just six hours from Houeixay to 

Vientiane.
Jiaotou Group has done much else to 

help the province integrate into the Belt 
and Road Initiative. On September 28, the 
Xiaomengyang-Mohan expressway—an 
important part of the Kunming-Bangkok 
Highway built by Jiaotou Group—of-
ficially opened to traffic. This marks the 
completion of the expressway inside Chi-
na, and further shortens travel times from 
Yunnan to Thailand via Laos.

Yunnan enterprises are also con-
tinuously boosting the construction of 
local infrastructure and socioeconomic 
development in Cambodia. The country 
is an important node on the 21st Century 
Maritime Silk Road. “Siem Reap-Angkor 

International Airport is a major project 
involved with China-Cambodia Belt and 
Road cooperation. It is also a core project 
expressing the friendship between China 
and Cambodia. In January 2018, we will 
hold a ground-breaking ceremony for this 
project,” said Liu Yong, president of Yun-
nan Investment Holding Group Co., Ltd. 
(Yuntou Group).

In October 2016, Yuntou Group, Jian-
tou Group and the Yunnan Airport Group 
formed a consortium for investment 
and construction and signed “The BOT 
(Build-Operate-Transfer)Agreement for 
Siem Reap-Angkor International Airport” 
at the offices of Cambodian Prime Minis-
ter in Phnom Penh. Under the agreement, 

the consortium will jointly invest in and 
build Siem Reap-Angkor International 
Airport in exchange for a right to operate 
the facility for 55 years. Upon completion, 
the airport will become a hub that directly 
connects Cambodia with Europe and 
North America. “This is a multi-win proj-
ect. It not only promotes the development 
of the local economy, but will also pro-
mote the further development of tourism 
in Yunnan,” said Liu Yong.

In January 2014, in response to the 
Belt and Road Initiative, Yunnan’s Fudian 
Bank took the lead in setting up the 
Laos-China Bank so as to promote eco-
nomic and financial exchanges between 
China and its neighbouring countries. 
Since its inception, the Laos-China Bank 
has brought great convenience to Chi-
nese-funded enterprises operating in Laos, 
as well as helped local Laotian enterprises.

In the past, according to Yang Min, 
director of Fudian Bank, RMB remittance 
and payment businesses in Laos were 
conducted using USD with a one-thou-
sandth or even one percent handling fee. 
Now, the Laos-China Bank provides these 
services with a flat handling fee of ten to 
15 dollars. It used to take three days to pro-
cess RMB remittances in Laos, but today 
the Laos-China Bank provides real-time 
RMB services.

The Laos-China Bank is the first joint 
venture financial institution of its kind 
approved by the Central Bank of Laos.  
(People’s Daily Overseas Edition) 

Yunnan enterprises integrate into 
Belt and Road

As part of the Chinese section of the Kunming-Bangkok Highway, the Xiaomeng-
yang-Mohan Expressway was constructed by Yunnan enterprises and opened to traffic 
last year.                                                                                                  Photo by Sun Xiaoyun                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                   

Chinese, Kyrgyzstan, Ethiopian runners win
 2017 SCO Kunming marathon

Bangladesh real estate attracts Chinese investors

The 2017 Bangladesh Real Estate 
Industry Trade Show kicked off in 
Dhaka on December 21, 2017. The 
five-day event attracted more than 
200 domestic and international real 
estate developers, building material 
enterprises and financial institutions. 
Several Chinese enterprises also par-
ticipated in the trade show.

In recent years, Chinese enter-
prises have begun to make their col-
lective presence felt in the building 
of infrastructure projects in Ban-
gladesh. In August 2017, Beijing 

Urban Construction Group Co., Ltd. 
won the bid of a new campus for 
Brac University in Bangladesh with 
a total contract value of 87 million 
US dollars. The project includes a 
13-storey modern teaching building. 
Beijing Urban Construction Group, 
as the lead enterprise, will form a 
consortium with several well-known 
Bangladeshi construction companies 
to jointly oversee the project.

This year, Southeast Union Ce-
ramics Industrial Co., Ltd, formed 
by Chinese private enterprises in 
Bangladesh in 2016, officially went 
into operation. According to Liu Yu, 

head of the company, some 60 Chi-
nese technicians and more than 400 
local employees are working at the 
firm’s factory.

The Bangladeshi real estate mar-
ket promises great potential, but land 
is expensive and entering the indus-
try can be difficult. At the opening 
ceremony of the trade show, Tofael 
Ahmed, Minister of Commerce in 
Bangladesh, said that an enterprise 
must become a member of the Real 
Estate and Housing Association 
of Bangladesh before entering the 
country’s real estate industry.

                                  (Xinhua)

BY LIU CHUNTAO

Looking back on the major-country 
diplomacy with Chinese characteristics 
in 2017, we can easily define a distinc-
tive and consistent theme—building of 
a community of shared future for man-
kind.

In the past year, China has successful-
ly turned the concept of a community of 
shared future for mankind into a global 
consensus. It was included in a series of 
United Nations (UN) resolutions, mark-
ing a historic breakthrough in China’s 
diplomacy. On February 10, 2017, the 
55th Session of the Commission for So-
cial Development adopted the resolution 
“Social Dimensions of New Partnerships 
for Africa’s Development”. This was the 
first UN resolution to include the concept 
of “building a community of shared fu-
ture for mankind”. On March 17, the UN 
Security Council adopted Resolution 
2344 on Afghanistan issues, which was 
the first resolution to include the concept 
of building a community of shared future 
for mankind. Then, on March 23, the 34th 

Session of the UN Human Rights Coun-
cil adopted two resolutions on “econom-
ic, social and cultural rights” and “the 
right to food”, which were the first UN 
Human Rights Council resolutions to 
include the concept of building a com-
munity of shared future for mankind. 

Over the past year, China wrote 
a new chapter in history with the 
building of a community of shared 
future for mankind. First, we held the 
Belt and Road Forum for International 
Cooperation, at which the building of a 
community of shared future for mankind 
was recognized as the common goal of 

all involved parties. Second, the CPC 
in Dialogue with World Political Parties 
High-Level Meeting was held for an in-
depth discussion around the theme of 
“Working Together towards a Commu-
nity with a Shared Future for Mankind 
and a Better World: Responsibilities of 
Political Parties”. Third, China estab-
lished the South-South Human Rights 
Forum, which advocates development 
through cooperation, the promotion of 
human rights through development and 
the building of a community of shared 
future for mankind. These new platforms 
will pool together both wisdom and 
strength to achieve common develop-
ment goals through joint consultations.

In the past year, China took a big 
step forward to make the concept 
of a community of shared future for 
mankind take roots in neighbouring 
countries and regions. China strength-
ened connectivity and development 
cooperation with other countries and 
properly solved many major practical 
issues. Through these multilateral 
mechanisms and a package of related 
measures, China enhanced strategic 
ties with the ASEAN states including 
Laos and Vietnam.

The concept of a community of 
shared future for mankind embodies the 
common values of the world. In 2017, 
China took solid actions to bring together 
global forces. In the future, China will 
continue to make real contributions to 
human society. (This article was first 
published by the People’s Daily Over-
seas Edition and the author is director 
of the Institute of International Strat-
egies, China Institute of International 
Affairs)

The world agrees on community 
 of shared future for mankind

BY CHEN XULONG

On December 27, 2017, a contract 
was concluded between China Railway 
Major Bridge Engineering Group Co., 
Ltd. and Bangladesh Railway in Dhaka 
for a railway reconstruction project in-
volving an investment of 1.545 billion 
US dollars.

The railway runs from Akhaura 
to Sylhet in north-eastern Bangladesh, 
where resources abound and economy is 
well-developed. The railway has a total 

length of 176 kilometres. The project con-
tents cover subgrades, bridges, culverts, 
station yards, station buildings and tracks. 
And the reconstruction will last four years 
and a half.

On the one hand, according to observ-
ers, the implementation of the project will 
promote capacity cooperation between 
the two countries; on the other hand, the 
project will mainly use local labours, so 
it will provide local people with a lot of 
employment opportunities during the 
construction.

Chinese enterprise to reconstruct 
Bangladesh railways

BY LIU CHUNTAO

At 08:14 AM, December 26, 2017, 
the G1372 train bounded for Shanghai 
Hongqiao Railway Station pulled out of 
Kunming South Railway Station. Unlike 
other EMU trains at Kunming South 
High-speed Railway Station, G1372 ad-
opted “Fuxing” EMU train, which com-
pleted its maiden commercial operation 
on the Beijing-Shanghai high-speed 
rail line at a speed of 350 kilometres per 
hour on September 21, 2017.

China Railway Corporation organ-
ised domestic enterprises, universities 
and scientific research institutes to devel-
op and manufacture “Fuxing,” a Chinese 
standard EMU train expected to run at a 
speed of 350 kilometres per hour. It in-
tegrates a large number of modern high 
technologies, greatly improving safety, 

economy, comfort, energy efficiency and 
environmental protection performance. 
All the cars of “Fuxing” provide WiFi 
Internet access and uninterrupted 220V 
power outlets. The air conditioning 
system takes into full consideration the 
impact of the pressure wave outside the 
vehicle, so as to prevent the passengers’ 
ears from feeling uncomfortable when 
the train passes through a tunnel or two 
trains meet. In order to ensure the normal 
operation of “Fuxing” in Yunnan, Kun-
ming Depot sent personnel to Shanghai 
for an intensive training session. 

December 26, 2017 marked the 
first anniversary of the high-speed rail 
in Yunnan province. In the past year, 
the high-speed rail transported a total of 
12.02 million passengers and up to 72 
pairs of EMU trains operated on a daily 
basis. 

“Fuxing” EMU trains debuts 
in Yunnan

A few days ago, an A300-600 
freight aircraft owned by Uni-Top 
Airlines was loaded with 42 tons of 
high-end electronic products. It took 
off from Kunming Changshui Inter-
national Airport and headed for Ban-
galore, India. The Kunming-Banga-
lore cargo freight airline is China’s 
first regular direct all-cargo airline to 
Bangalore. It is also the fourth reg-
ular direct cargo route operated by 
Uni-Top Airlines between mainland 
China and India.

The airline uses A300-600 me-
dium and short range cargo aircraft. 
Currently there are two flights per 
week,which will be increased to 
five as required by the market. The 
cargo is mainly high-end electronic 
products, mobile phone parts and 
communications equipmentfrom 
factories in Shanghai, Chengdu, 
Shenzhen and other places.The route 
covers a distance of 3,203 kilometres 
and takes just over four hours. It 
will further improve the cargo route 
layout of Uni-Top Airlines and better 
take advantage of Kunming as an 
aviation hub connecting China with 
South and Southeast Asia. 

Kunming-Bangalore 
freight airline officially 

launched
BY HU XIAORONG

Recently, the International Music 
Industry Development Summit, 
“The Future of Music,” kicked off in 
Kunming as an important part of the 
10th China Gold Record Awards.

At the summit, experts, domestic 
and international scholars and artists 
made speeches and exchanged ideas 
on the topics of the music and audio-
visual industries. Discussions also 
covered the integrated development 
of music with technology, finance 
and other industries. The summit 
set up an open and forward-looking 
platform for in-depth exchanges 
and cooperation between music and 
multiple industries and sectors. It is 
of great significance for promoting 
the development of the music indus-
try, cultural and creative industries in 
Yunnan Province. 

Int'l Music Industry 
Development Summit 

held in Kunming
BY ZHANG YANQUN

BY HU XIAORONG

BY ERIC WANG
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The Fuxing EMU is ready for departure from Kunming South High-speed Railway Sta-
tion.                                                                                                       Photo by Hu Xiaorong

16,000 runners from 27 countries participated in 2017 SCO Kunming Marathon.  Photo by Li Qiuming
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             


