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Kunming Customs is mak-
ing all necessary preparations 
for the 5th China-South Asia 
Expo and the 25th Kunming 
Import and Export Fair—
hereinafter referred to collec-
tively as the China-South Asia 
Expo.The multi-day event 
will be held June 14th to 20th. 

Kunming Customs, prior 
to the opening of the Chi-
na-South Asia Expo, will im-
plement centralized approval 
for inbound exhibits when a 
given organizer or its agents 
can provide guarantees. With 

the approval of Customs, ex-
hibitors and their agents can 
apply in advance with their 
list of exhibits. Related items 
will then be transferred to the 
Kunming Dianchi Interna-
tional Convention and Exhi-
bition Centre for examination 
and clearance processes, thus 
speeding up customs clear-
ances and lowering related 
costs.

When exhibitions arrange-
ment is being made, Kunming 
Customs will give priority to 
meeting the requirements of 
inbound exhibits for the Chi-
na-South Asia Expo. Customs 

will set up an express window 
for relevant personnel and 
materials, implement a sev-
en-day work system featuring 
a 24-hour customs clearance 
appointment system, and 
provide a temporary on-site 
supervised warehouse to bet-
ter serve exhibitors and meet 
the requirements of customs 
supervision.

 “When agents submit 
applications for their exhib-
its, Customs can inspect the 
exhibits while they are being 
arranged at the booths,” said 
the chief of Kunming Cus-
toms, further explaining that 

this can minimize costs for 
exhibitors by facilitating ex-
hibition arrangement. To fulfil 
the above tasks, Customs will 
deploy its human resources 
in a timely manner, designate 
personnel to supervise the 
China-South Asia Expo and 
set up special posts to handle 
related procedures. In addi-
tion, Customs will provide 
consulting services for exhib-
itors, related agencies and the 
public through various win-
dows at ports, on-site consul-
tation desks, a 12360 hotline, 
the official expo website and 
via other channels.

Kunming Customs will 
also take these institutional 
reforms as an opportunity to 
integrate and optimize quar-
antine and supervision proce-
dures for inbound exhibits and 
provide more convenience 
for participating companies. 
While supervising and man-
aging expo exhibits, Cus-
toms will strictly implement 
China’s state regulations on 
prohibited and restricted arti-
cles. It will also promote the 
healthy development of the 
international convention and 
exhibition industry in Yunnan 
province. 

Kunming customs upgrades to help 
China-South Asia Expo

The first race of “Fairyland 100 Marathons” kicks off in Kunming, seeing a participation of competitors ranging from 
university students and media workers to professional runners. Initiated by Yunnan adventurer Jin Feibao, the 
“Fairyland 100 Marathons” has invited 100 well-known runners from home and abroad to compete in 100 mara-
thon events in 100 days across Yunnan province.  Photo by Zhang Tong                  

China launches relay satellite 
to explore Moon's far side 

In May, the rainy season 
had already arrived in Laos. The 
weather is just like a wilful child. 
Now it is scorching hot, and then 
there is a downpour. A “dragon” 
winds its way across rivers and 
through mountains from south-
west China’s Yunnan province to 
Vientiane, capital city of Laos — it 
is the China-Laos Railway, which 
adopts Chinese technical standards 
and construction work is proceed-
ing quickly.

It is a little past six o’clock in 
the morning. In a small village in 
northern Laos, Ami is riding her 
motorcycle to work at the proj-
ect department of the Fourteenth 
Hydropower Construction Bu-
reau of China Power. Ami’s job 
is to help in the canteen and do 
some custodial work.

When it is time to serve food, 
the kitchen is like a battlefield. 
Two Chinese chefs and four 
local helpers are busy working. 
They communicate in either 
Lao or Chinese. Having worked 
together for more than one year, 
they get along very well.

For the employees of the 
project department, who have 
working on the railway for 
a long period of time, being 
busy is the normal state of 
work and life. Ami is no 
exception. When the other 
employees finish their meals, 
Ami and several female col-
leagues need to clean the can-
teen inside and out.

“We’re busy, but happy. 
We are like family,” said Ami.

The 24-year-old Ami, to-

gether with Chinese railway 
builders, has witnessed the 
birth of the China-Laos Rail-
way. It is a link of friendship 
between China and Laos. 
Here, Ami has reached a new 
level in her life through con-
tinuous learning.

“I can live on half of my sala-
ry—support my family, buy what 
I like—and can build a house with 
the other half,” said Ami.

“Here, I’ve learned to speak 
Chinese and cook dumplings, fried 
rice, and cold salads,” she said 
proudly. “When the China-Laos 
Railway goes into operation, I 
hope I can continue to work for 
China Power. If they go back, 
many Chinese restaurants will 
open here and I can work at one of 
them.”

It is a simple dream for Ami, 
a dream related to China. But 
Ami has larger dreams as well.

 “When the railway opens 
to traffic, I hope to travel to 
China.” This is another of 
Ami’s dreams, and it is also 
related to China. So far the 
most distant place Ami has 
ever been to is Vientiane.

The China-Laos railway 
represents a major infrastruc-
ture project connecting the 
two countries. It is also an 
important part of the Trans-
Asian Railway. The railway 
extends from the China-Laos 
border in the north to Vien-
tiane in the south. The railway 
line, 414 kilometres in total, is 
scheduled to be completed and 
opened to traffic in December 
2021. 

                            (Xinhua)

China-Laos Railway and 
Ami's dream

Ding Qi is 48 years old and 
always remembers two tastes—
the taste of poverty and the taste of 
locally raised beef.

Ding Qi is Party branch secre-
tary of Dazhai Village, in Yunnan’s 
Zhaotong City. Like Ding Qi, 
many local farmers also vividly 
remember the hard days. The 
poverty here was directly related to 
natural conditions. The area has an 
average elevation of 1,880 metres 
and an annual average temperature 
of 11 degrees Celsius. Due to the 
cold weather and barren land, the 
township where Ding Qi lives, 
mainly inhabited by the Hui, Yi 
and Miao people, used to be stuck 
in the depths of poverty.

Starting in 1996, Ding Qi 
began his struggle to shake off 
poverty. He was once a roadside 
vendor, a hair salon owner and 
a restaurant manager. He also 
planted medicinal herbs and 
raised rabbits. In short, he tried his 
hand at everything he could think 
of. In the process, Ding Qi found 
his first pot of gold because of his 
readiness to embrace new things. 

As his life got better and 
better, Ding Qi began to worry 
about his fellow villagers. “The 
roadside stall and the hair salon 
have lifted me out of poverty, and 
my restaurant has increased the 
salaries of six or seven villagers. 
To help more villagers become 
rich, we must have our own pillar 
industry,” he said.

In 2009, Ding Qi decided to 
try breeding cattle. “The local beef 
is of good quality and sells very 
well,” he said. After two years of 
learning, he mastered the meth-

ods of cattle breeding and found 
a market for his beef. In 2011, 
he established the Qixin Cattle 
Breeding Farmers’ Professional 
Cooperative.“It’s not enough 
to be rich alone. I must help all 
ethnic groups to become rich.” 
Ding Qi is a Hui village leader 
and chairman of the cooperative 
he founded. He called on Han, 
Hui, Miao and Yi people to raise 
cattle together. To date, among the 
more than 4,000 households of 
all ethnic groups in the township, 
1,000 have joined the cooperative. 
Each household has increased its 
income by more than 5,000 yuan 
and the cooperative has become a 
“cooperative of unity and wealth”.

Fan Tianjun lives in Xinmin 
Village, near where Ding Qi 
works. Many years ago, he went 
to work in the city and lost his 
right arm in a mechanical acci-
dent. After returning to his home-
town, he didn’t want to give in to 
his fate and tried to do something 
to support himself. In 2012, Ding 
Qi gave him three heads of cattle 
and invited him to join cattle rais-
ing cooperative.

 “At that time, a lot of the 
work was beyond me. The Party 
secretary encouraged me to raise 
cattle, and I was immediately full 
of hope,” Fan Tianjun said. He 
was very grateful to Ding Qi for 
making him useful again. His 
cattle increased year by year. Last 
year, he sold 40 head of cattle and 
earned more than 100,000 yuan.

 “Now that I’m lifted out of 
poverty, I must learn from the Par-
ty secretary and lead my fellow 
villagers to live better lives,” said 
Fan Tianjun. 

                                    (Xinhua) 

Party branch secretary leads villagers 
out of poverty by raising cattle

“I may be the best spokes-
man for Lijiang’s tourism 
to Australia,” Louizidis, a 
Greek-Australian, always de-
scribes himself like this.

Louizidis first visited 
China in 2006. While he was 
amazed by the high-speed 
development and prosperity 
in the metropolis like Beijing, 
Shanghai and Guangzhou, 
an idea occurred to him—
visiting a city with different 
character. Then recommended 
by a friend, Louizidis set off 
to Lijiang without delay.

The first time in Lijiang, 
Louizidis was so excited. 
Everything was novel and 
captivated him, including 
the traditional buildings, 
ancient streets, and even the 
elderly people bathing in the 
sunshine. “It was love at first 
sight,” he kept explaining.

I n  2 0 0 8  a n d  2 0 0 9 , 
Louizidis visited Lijiang again 
and during the trip in 2009, he 
and his girlfriend Cindy rent 
an inn here and started their 
new life. In 2013, they held 
their wedding ceremony in 
Chinese style in Lijiang.

Louizidis said that the 

more he knew about Lijiang, 
the more he believed that 
Lijiang is his spiritual home. 
“I love the strong emotional 
connection between people,” 
said Louizidis. He enjoys the 
relaxing, natural and amicable 
way of life and likes to chat 
with local people.

Maybe because he was 
so integrated into Lijiang, 
he caught the attention of a 
documentary producer and 
was invited to play the role 
of Joseph Rock, an Austri-
an-American explorer and 
botanist who lived in north-
west Yunnan from 1922 to 
1949 and introduced Lijiang’s 
Naxi Culture to the western 
world.

In his spare time, Louizidis 
is keen to bring friends to the 
most beautiful places in Liji-
ang and share with them the 
history, culture and legends 
of this city. Among them, the 
former residence of Joseph 
Rock is most frequently vis-
ited. “Lijiang has a history of 
more than 800 years, what 
about before that?” Louizidis 
says that he wishes to know 
more about the ancient culture 
and legends of Lijiang. 

    (The Book of Lijiang)
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Stunning bee-eaters wow 
birdwatchers in Qiaojia

Louizidis (second from right) experiences the Naxi ancient music. 
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Dai people: Love gets nourished beside fireplace

Greek-Australian Louizidis: 
Loving Lijiang, speaking for Lijiang 

Two bee-eaters catch dragonfly. Photo by Zhao Yiqing
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FOREIGNERS IN YUNNAN

ELEMINATE POVERTY FOR COMMON PROSPERITY

Running in Yunnan: 100 marathons in 100 days start

China launched a relay satellite 
early on May 21 to set up a com-
munication link between Earth and 
the planned Chang’e-4 lunar probe 
that will explore the mysterious far 
side of Moon, which can not be 
seen from Earth.

The satellite, named Queqiao 
(Magpie Bridge), was carried by a 
Long March-4C rocket that blasted 
off at 5:28 a.m. from southwest Chi-
na’s Xichang Satellite Launch Cen-
ter, according to the China National 
Space Administration (CNSA).

“The launch is a key step for 
China to realize its goal of being 
the first country to send a probe to 
soft-land on and rove the far side 
of the Moon,” said Zhang Lihua, 
manager of the relay satellite proj-
ect.

About 25 minutes after liftoff, 
the satellite separated from the 
rocket and entered an Earth-Moon 
transfer orbit with the perigee at 
200 km and the apogee at about 
400,000 km. The solar panels 
and the communication antennas 

were unfolded.
Queqiao is expected to enter a 

halo orbit around the second La-
grangian (L2) point of the Earth-
Moon system, about 455,000 
km from the Earth. It will be the 
world’s first communication satel-
lite operating in that orbit.

But the mission must over-
come many challenges, including 
multiple adjustments to its orbit 
and braking near the Moon and 
taking advantage of the lunar 
gravity, Zhang said.     (Xinhua)

Editor’s Note: Yunnan’s di-
verse living environment and cul-
tural deposits have contributed to 
the evolution of a great variety of 
marriage customs. From marriage 
customs of various ethnic groups, 
we can feel the charm of Yunnan 
culture. Today, we introduce you to 
the Dai wedding custom.

In Jingmai Mountain in south-
west Yunnan, Dai people keep a 
tradition that a hole of finger size 
is especially left in the floorslab in 
the room of girls. When a girl is 
old enough for getting into a rela-
tionship, the young man who falls 

in love with the girl will cover his 
head with the bed sheet prepared 
by his parents and come to the 
downstairs of the girl’s room qui-
etly, and wake up her by putting 
a stick into the hole. By hearing 
the voice, the girl can recognize 
the young man who knocks at the 
floorslab. At that time, whether the 
girl loves the young man or not, 
she needs to get up, make a fire at 
the fireplace and invite the young 
man to sit aside the fireplace.

If the girl adores the boy, she 
will put out the fire, but with a 
glow live charcoal left. Besides, 
she will move the stool, sit near the 
boy and then whisper with him.

After a period, normally a cou-

ple of years when they reach the 
legal age for marriage and as long 
as they hit it off, the boy will ask 
the girl with great care, “Will you 
marry me?”The girl replies happi-
ly and shyly: “You should ask my 
parents.” With these words, the 
boy’s proposal is half successful. If 
the girl’s parents agree, two fami-
lies will select a special day to hold 
the wedding ceremony.

 On the morning of the wed-
ding day, the groom’s family will 
invite dozens of young males 
to go with them to the bride’s 
family with gifts. Also, village 
officials and senior villagers will 
be invited to witness the wedding. 
In the house, a senior will hold a 
thread-binding ceremony for the 
couple. Usually, the couple will 
kneel before the bride’s parents, 
and seniors will tie a thread around 
their wrists. Dai people believe 
that only after the thread-fastening 
ceremony can two persons be 
a couple. During the ceremony, 
white threads are coiled around 
the groom’s and the bride’s wrists. 
Three to seven days later, the cou-
ple would remove the threads and 
keep them carefully.  (Daguan 
Weekly)

In recent years, flocks of blue-
tailed bee-eaters(merops philip-
pinus) are constantly observed in 
Qiaojia County, northeast Yunnan 
Province. According to the local 
forestry bureau, there are more 
than 30,000 blue-tailed bee-eaters 
inhabiting and breeding in the 
county this year. They often come 
in lunar March and leave in June. 

The bee-eaters mainly live in 
southeast Asian counties. Some of 
them are  also found in Yunnan, 
Hainan and Guangdong provinces 
in China where they are regarded 
as the most beautiful bird for their 
rich colors and slender bodies. In 
2013, the species was included in 
the IUCN Red List of Threatened 
Species. Dai lovers beside the firepit  Photo by Luo Weiqi 
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