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 Tourists are boating on Fuxian Lake.     Photo by Yang Zheng                 

High speed railways make Yunnan more accessible
BY HU XIAORONG

World’s tallest bridge awarded Gustav Lindenthal medal

BY YANG XIUJIE

Dehong catches 
attention of 
British eco-

documentary 
director

It is an early summer morning. 
Liu Baohua, a villager in Yunnan’s 
Puzhehei Town, has already made 
his first deal of the day. Swinging 
a long whip and humming a folk-
song, he is taking a group of tourists 
in his cart to Xianrendong Village.

The village is at the core of the 
Puzhehei National Scenic Spot. In the 
past, the villagers fished and farmed for 
a living, and the average annual income 
was only a meagre 300 yuan in 1993.

On December 28, 2016, the Nan-
ning-Kunming High Speed Railway, 
which stops at Puzhehei, was opened 
to traffic. Having ushered in “the era 
of high-speed rail”, the scenic spot 
now attracts a growing number of 
tourists. “Now I earn 400 to 500 yuan 
a day by taking tourists in my horse 
cart,” Liu Baohua said cheerfully.

The railway is a new artery for Chi-
na’s national economy. Over the past 
40 years of reform and opening up, 
the country has constantly increased 
investment in major infrastructure 
projects. Yunnan Province has also 
vigorously advanced the building of 

new railways. In 1987, construction 
began on the electrification transfor-
mation of the Fenghuangshan-Kun-
ming section of Guiyang-Kunming 
Railway. The project was completed 
in July 1990, increasing transportation 
capacity by 15 million tonnes and 
raising the train speed from 62 kilo-

metres per hour to more than 70. The 
days of “trains running slower than 
the cars” in Yunnan is forever gone. 

In the 21st century, with the im-
plementation of China’s Western 
Development Programme, Yunnan 
proposed to build a network of “eight 
interprovincial high speed railroads 

and four international high speed 
railways”. This brought unprecedent-
ed opportunities for expansion of the 
province’s railway network. Since 
2004, China Railway Kunming Group 
has actively responded to the coun-
try’s medium- and long-term railway 
network planning. On December 28, 
2016, the Shanghai to Kunming ded-
icated passenger high speed railway, 
the Kunming to Nanning high speed 
railway and Kunming to Yuxi line 
simultaneously went into operation. 
This progress marked the province’s 
entry into the era of high-speed rail.

Yunnan Province has 232 national 
scenic spots and boasts a number of 
tourist destinations famous at home 
and abroad. They include Shilin, 
Honghe, Dali, Lijiang, Xishuang-
banna, Tengchong and Shangri-La. 
The high-speed rails have brought 
the province much closer to south, 
east and north China. To date, the 
three new railways have cumulatively 
transported 17.507 million passengers. 
Kunming is now connected with the 
central cities of sixteen provinces, au-
tonomous regions and municipalities 
covering more than half of China.

yunnangateway.com
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BY WANGHUAN

CHINA-SOUTH ASIA EXPO

The trial version of “Travel in Yun-
nan” App was launched on June 1. It 
aims to provide better services for tour-
ists traveling in the Yunnan, a world-re-
nowned travel destination. 

The App is specially taken care of 
jointly by Yunnan provincial govern-
ment and Tencent, a leading provider 
of internet services in China. Covering 
all of tourism resources in the 16 cit-

ies, autonomous prefectures and 129 
counties and districts in Yunnan, it can 
provide better services for tourists be-
fore, during and after their journeys in 
Yunnan. For example, tourists can view 
scenery of a tour destination in advance 
and use e-guide services in scenic spots 
on the App. Of course, tourists can shop 
and find locations of restrooms im-
mediately via the App, not to mention 
other functions like trip planning, hotel 
and ticket booking, reserving parking 

areas, plants recognition and so on.
As a booster for improving credi-

bility of Yunnan tourism industry, the 
App is also equipped with complaint 
functions. Tourists can complain via 
“Travel in Yunnan” anytime and any-
where by online contact, telephone and 
voice mail. Currently, more than 3,500 
hotels, 4,000 restaurants, 690 travel 
agencies and 4,300 tour guides have 
passed evaluations and have uploaded 
their information on the app.

 Liu Qilin: CSA Expo more 
open and international

“The China-South Asia Expo (CSA 
Expo) will be more open and more in-
ternational this year,” Liu Qilin, director 
of the Yunnan International Expo Affairs 
Bureau, said on May 22. According to 
Liu, the 5th CSA Expo, the biggest ever. 
It will provide 19 pavilions, about 8,500 
standard booths and 190,000 square 
metres of exhibition space. It will also 
include 16 international events and attract 
more than 3,000 exhibitors. In addition to 
the two image pavilions for the country 
of honour, Afghanistan, and the featured 
guest country, Myanmar, there will be 
seven overseas pavilions, with foreign 
exhibitors accounting for more than 40 
percent of the total exhibition space.

As confirmed, the 5th CSA Expo will 
see the participation of companies from 
52 countries and regions, 31 mainland 
Chinese provinces, municipalities and 
autonomous regions, as well as Hong 
Kong, Macao and Taiwan. “We will 

do our utmost to set up bilateral and 
multilateral platforms for exchanges and 
cooperation among all parties in terms of 
commodities, capital, technology, infor-
mation and other resources. We are going 
to make fresh contributions to the country 
by actively serving and integrating into 
China’s Belt and Road Initiative,” said 
Liu.

What is the best way to present an in-
novative CSA Expo? Liu said that while 
adhering to the entire market model that 
covers the trade in commodities, services 
and investments, this year’s CSA Expo 
will be big, comprehensive and profes-
sional. Professional pavilions will account 
for more than half of the 19 pavilions, and 
will be arranged to further promote the 
flow of commodities, capital and human 
resources.

Liu believes that the CSA Expo 
will become an increasingly strong 
brand year by year, and will have 
more wonderful stories to tell in the 
future.

 “Black garlic” and “goat yogurt” 
to lure your taste buds 

During the coming 5th Chi-
na-South Asia Expo to be held on 
June 14 to 20, nearly 30 agricultural 
enterprises from Yunnan provincial 
capital city of Kunming will attend 
the event and exhibit their unique, 
high quality and competitive prod-
ucts. 

According to the Kunming Mu-
nicipal Agricultural Bureau, more 
than 50 agricultural entrepreneurs had 
registered to attend the Expo. And 
after strict selecting,  30 of them are 
listed qualified. Among them, Yun-
nan Lilu Agricultural Technical Co., 

Ltd shines for its more than 100 types 
of high-tech preserved fresh flower 
products which have been exported 
to Japan, Korea, Malaysia, UK and 
other countries. 

In the No.2 Agricultural pavilion, 
the products from Kunming will be 
displayed with the theme “Industrial 
integration and green development”. 
Unlike static exhibition, images, 
words, voice, light and electricity will 
be comprehensively used to show 
the agricultural development in Kun-
ming. Visitors to the exhibition area 
can taste the Schizothorax taliensis 
which is known as the “elf of jade 
pool”, the new star of health products 

40thANNIVERSARY OF REFORM AND OPENING UP

A photo of the bullet  train driving cab. Photo by Hu Xiaorong 

Beipanjiang Bridge, located at the juncture area between southwestern China’s provinces of Yunnan and 
Guizhou, is known as the world’s tallest bridge. It won the Gustav Lindenthal Medal at the 35th International Bridge 
Conference on May 24. The bridge was put into operation in December 26, 2016. It is 1,341.4 meters long and 200 
floors high. The vertical distance from its floor to the river surface is 565 meters. The Gustav Lindenthal Medal is 
dubbed the “Nobel Prize of bridges”.  Online Photo

Trail version of “Travel in Yunnan” App launched

Yunnan’s diverse living envi-
ronment and cultural deposits have 
contributed to the evolution of a great 
variety of marriage customs. From 
marriage customs of various ethnic 
groups, we can feel the charm of Yun-
nan ethnic culture. This time, we intro-
duce you the Jinuo wedding custom.

Jino people mainly live in primeval 
forests in south Yunnan and they draw on 
local resources to make articles of daily 
use. Even the love tokens are knitted with 
bamboo or leaves.

In Jino culture, the broom-like grass 
patrinia has the connotation of that “you 
are the only one I love, though we are 
thousands of miles apart”. The grass gets 
its local name as it looks like a broom with 
two leaves apart. Ingenious Jino people 
knit heart-shaped articles with the grass, 
indicating that souls of the lovers are con-
nected, although they are not together.

Scarab is regarded as a sacred treasure 
by Jino people because it features natural 

color and luster. In Jino villages, if a Jino 
girl falls in love with a boy, she will cap-
ture a lot of scarabs and make them into 
ornaments which will be presented to her 
beloved boy in order to show her appreci-
ations.

In addition, according to the tradi-
tional value on love and marriage of Jino 
people, a woman whose age contains the 

number “7” or a man whose age contains 
the number “9” should not get married; 
and no wedding ceremonies will be held 
from the lunar June to September as there 
is much rainfall during this period. These 
customs for marriage have been passed 
down in the villages of Jino people from 
generation to generation.

                                   (Daguan Weekly) 

Jino people: Knitted articles show affection

On May 30, the Mile-Mengzi 
Railway in Yunnan Province officially 
started construction. Upon it is com-
pleted, people will be able to travel 
between Kunming and Mengzi in just 
two hours.

The Mile-Mengzi Railway starts 
from Mile Station, which sits on the 
Kunming-Nanning Railway. It runs 
south through stations at the cities of 
Mile and Kaiyuan before terminating 
at Mengzi. It also connects to the Kun-
ming-Yuxi-Hekou Railway, an inter-
national channel between China and 
Vietnam. This railway network func-
tions with Kunming as the major hub. 
The main railway line stretches for 
107 kilometres and is designed with a 
speed of 250 kilometres per hour. The 
construction period is expected to last 
six years.

The Mile-Mengzi Railway is an 
important part of the southwest Chi-
na’s outbound channel to Vietnam and 
other ASEAN states. When complet-
ed, it will serve as a convenient pas-
senger transportation corridor between 
city clusters in central Yunnan and 
southeastern Yunnan, and promote 
the province’s economic and trade ties 
and people-to-people exchanges with 
the countries of South and Southeast 
Asia. 

BY LI HENGQIANG

BY YUE XIAOQIONG

Ben Wallis is a British producer 
and director known for several natural 
and ecological documentaries. He 
visited Dehong last November, trav-
eling to places including the “China 
Hornbill Valley” in Yingjiang County. 
The landscape of Dehong impressed 
him so much that he came back here 
half a year later, bringing a team for 
new documentaries.

Ben Wallis said Dehong is abun-
dant in rainforest scenery and is home 
to a large number of birds. He enjoys 
exploring this mysterious world. He 
also noticed that the local government 
is sparing no effort in protecting wild-
life, a reflection of China’s efforts in 
wildlife conservation over the past 
few years.

Ben said after the new documen-
tary about Dehong is finished, it will 
be broadcast in a renowned main-
stream media in the United States 
and distributed globally. 

BY LIU ZIYU

BY HAN CHENGYUAN

 Farmers supports protection
 of Fuxian Lake

By the end of June, Li Shifang 
will move into a 450-square-metre 
home in the tourist town of Guan-
glong. He is a farmer, but he is now 
looking forward to living in town. 
“When I settle down, I will run a 
bed and breakfast. The environment 
is getting better and better around 
the Fuxian Lake, so I believe busi-
ness will be good,” he said with 
excitement and anticipation.

Li Shifang is a villager from 
Guanglong Community, in Yunnan 
Province’s Yuxi City. His family has 
been living next to Fuxian Lake for 
generations. In his memory, the lake 
used to be crystal clear, and is an 
ideal place for swimming and hav-
ing fun.

Fuxian Lake has a water stor-
age capacity of 20.6 billion cubic 
metres. It is one of the few first-
grade freshwater lakes remaining 
in China. It is also a plateau rift 
lake. Its catchment area is only 
twice its water area, and the lake 
basin has a low vegetation cover-
age rate. The ecological environ-
ment is so fragile that the water 
quality will be difficult to recover 
if it ever deteriorates.

To protect the lake from be-
ing polluted, Yuxi City has taken 
a series of measures involving the 
relocation of 28,000 people, who 

will be resettled in batches from the 
first-grade protected area of Fuxian 
Lake.

Li Shifang’s family has two mu 
of farmland, which has been turned 
into wetlands. In February of last 
year, the family completely moved 
out of their lakeside house, but Li 
Shifang still often comes back to 
have a look.

The concept of “lucid waters 
and lush mountains are invaluable 
assets” has become the consensus 
among local people. They have 
adjusted their traditional farming 
schedule. In the past, they grew 
vegetables that require a lot of water 
and fertilizer. Now they grow lotus 
and have built a 10,000-mu wetland 
park to develop big health and big 
tourism projects.

“We’ve been improving the 
condition of the lake in recent years. 
Now no one washes clothes or 
vegetables in the lake. Even flies 
and mosquitoes can’t be seen in the 
village,” said Hou Rongkun, sec-
retary of the General Party Branch 
of Guanglong Community. He be-
lieves that the protection of the lake 
will attract more and more tourists 
and certainly benefit the villagers. 
“We’ll do whatever it takes to pro-
tect Fuxian Lake,” Hou said.

                                      (Xinhua)

Mile-Mengzi Railway 
construction begins
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