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 ALLEVIATE POVERTY FOR COMMON PROSPERITY

The “Yunnan mobile phone 
tour” global experience officer 
programme has recently come to 
a close, demonstrating what the 
“Travel in Yunnan” App is ca-
pable of providing for Yunnan’s 
ever-growing number of tourists. 

In the past two weeks, 50 
experience officers from all over 
the world travelled to cities in 
Yunnan including Dali, Lijiang, 
Xishuangbanna, Pu’er, Honghe, 
Shangri-La, Tengchong, and 
Mangshi. The officers were di-
vided into five groups with five 
differently themed itineraries, a 
parent-child tour, a romantic tour, 
a movie tour, a photography tour 
and a national border tour. Using 
the “Travel in Yunnan” App, they 
told our reporters about their ex-

periences of “smart tourism” in 
colourful Yunnan.

“The APP is not just a plat-
form for technical service, but 
also a platform that integrates 
tourism data and resources. 
From high-speed rail to walking 
on foot, the APP can combine 
various means of transportation 
to provide tourists with the best, 
most convenient travel experi-
ence. In the future, the APP will 
have different grades available 
for purchase which will provide 
customized routes depending on 
how much a given traveller wants 
to spend,” said Shi Peihua, the 
Secretary-General of the China 
Tourism Think Tank.

MC Maziya is an experience 
officer from South Africa. He 
bought a ticket on the APP to 
visit a scenic spot and entered his 

personal information. Even as an 
international experience officer, 
MC Maziya got a whole new 
travelling experience on this trip 
to Yunnan. At the scenic spot, he 
was admitted through facial rec-
ognition. He was amazed that the 
“Travel in Yunnan” App could 
even recognize a foreign face.

Zhou Rui is an experience 
officer of Wa people from Lin-
cang, Yunnan. He studied in the 
United States and has travelled 
to 205 cities in 25 countries. On 
a visit to the Yunnan Nation-
ality Village, he took out his 
mobile phone to check an elec-
tronic tour guide and a video on 

the folk customs of Wa people. 
After a while, he arrived at the 
Wa village and joined in on a 
Wa celebration.

How many times should one 
come to Yunnan in a lifetime? 
Shi Chengbin, also an experience 
officer, has been to the province 
23 times, and he wishes he could 
come back 456 times. He is most 
satisfied with the “one-click com-
plaint” feature of the APP. When 
he learned that tourists can make 
complaints three ways, online, 
through voice and telephone, he 
immediately downloaded the 
APP on his mobile phone. When 
he discovered that he could then 
track the complaint handling 
progress in real-time and check 
the results of the process within 
24 hours, he gave the “Travel in 
Yunnan” App thumbs-up. 

Construction of China-Lao Railway speeds up In the 1990s, the Diqing 
Xiaozhongdian Forest Farm was 
the logging base of a local timber 
company. He Shaoyou and his 
colleagues at the company cut 
trees every year and sold them 
for money. Back then, there were 
1,447 loggers in Diqing Prefec-
ture. 

With the rapid depletion of 
timber resources, the mountain 
became barren and soil erosion 
was a serious issue. In 1998, 
after an unprecedented flood in 
the Yangtze River, the Chinese 
government decided to ban the 
logging of natural forests in the 
upper reaches of the Jinsha and 
Lancang rivers. In the same year, 
Diqing Prefecture stopped allocat-
ing forest areas, banned commer-
cial timber harvesting, took stock 
of forest areas and confiscated 
logging tools. It was then that 
the 1,447 loggers became forest 
rangers. The change of identity 
caused great changes in the life of 

He Shaoyou and his colleagues. 
Their work now was to plant trees 
in spring and summer, and patrols 
the forests in winter when the risk 
of fire is high.

In the past two decades, the 
forest rangers have closed hill-
sides to facilitate reforestation 
over an area of 104,400 mu in 
Xiaozhongdian, and conducted 
aerial seeding over an area of 
17,059 mu. They have renewed 
54,000 mu of natural forests, 
planted 68,017.65 mu of forests, 
restored 2,900 mu of forest veg-
etation and tended 47,500 mu of 
forest. Through a series of effec-
tive forest ecology projects, the 
forest resources in Xiaozhongdian 
have continuously increased and 
the ecological environment has 
been significantly improved. 
Today, Diqing Prefecture has 
increased its forest stock from 
the past 227 million cubic meters 
to the present 273 million cubic 
meters, and its forest coverage 
rate from 65.4 percent to 75.03 
percent. 

BY PENG XI

China and ASEAN strengthen 
cooperation in poverty reduction
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BY HU CHAO

  APTA amendment to help Asian 
economic integration: MOC

The tariff-cut amendment of 
the Asia-Pacific Trade Agreement 
(APTA) became effective on July 
1, with China’s Ministry of Com-
merce saying it would facilitate 
regional economic integration in 
Asia.

  “The amendment will provide 
member countries new economic 
impetus, prompt continued trade 
increases, facilitate economic inte-
gration and help further materialize 
the Belt and Road Initiative,” the 

ministry said on July 1 in an online 
statement.

According to the adjustment, 
six APTA members including 
China, India, the Republic of 
Korea and Sri Lanka cut tariffs 
by 33 percent on average for 
products under 10,312 tariff 
codes. Some products from 
less-developed Bangladesh and 
Laos will enjoy special reductions 
of 86 percent.

 It came after a new arrange-

ment was reached during the 
fourth round of tariff concession 
negotiations among the six APTA 
members in January 2017.

 In May 2001, China joined the 
then Bangkok Agreement, whose 
name was changed to the APTA in 
November 2005. It aims at promot-
ing economic and trade coopera-
tion among its members through 
the adoption of trade liberalization 
measures.            

                                  (Xinhua)

Indian youths marvel at diverse 
Yunnan culture

BY LIU JIATONG and
DUAN JIANXIN

BY LI HENGQIANG

The 12th ASEAN-China 
Forum on Social Development 
and Poverty Reduction was 
held in Manila, the capital of 
the Philippines, from June 
27th to 29th. The forum was 
co-sponsored by China’s State 
Council Office of Poverty 
Alleviation and Development 
and the Phillipines’ National 
Anti-Poverty Commission. 
It was attended by more than 
120 people, including gov-
ernment officials, experts and 
scholars, journalists, entre-
preneurs, non-governmental 
organizations, and international 
organizations from China and 
10 ASEAN countries. The 
attendees spoke highly of Chi-
na’s achievements in poverty 
reduction and expressed their 
hope to strengthen cooperation 
between China and ASEAN in 
poverty reduction efforts. 

The theme for discussion 
was “Enhancing Poverty Re-
duction.” Participants shared 
experiences, practices, and 
success stories from China and  
ASEAN countries in imple-
menting the rural revitalization 
strategies and promoting pov-
erty reduction in rural areas. 
Focus was also given to the 
innovative cooperation in pov-
erty reduction among Asian 
countries.

In the 40 years since re-
form and opening up, China 
has successfully lifted nearly 
800 million people out of 
poverty and contributed 
more than 70 percent to the 
world’s poverty reduction. 
And during the 18th CPC Na-
tional Congress, China pro-
posed a goal to eliminating 
absolute poverty by 2020 and 
making decisive progress in 
tackling poverty.

Liza Maza, Secretary-Gen-
eral of the National Anti-Pov-
erty Commission of the Philip-
pines, spoke highly of China’s 
achievements in poverty reduc-

tion. She believes that China’s 
success in poverty reduction 
is mainly due to the Chinese 
government’s determination 
coupled with comprehensive 
and effective policies.

Nicholas Rosellini, the 
United Nations Resident 
Coordinator in China, said in 
his speech that the cause of 
poverty alleviation in Asian 
countries, especially in China, 
has made extraordinary con-
tributions to global poverty 
reduction.

The attendees agreed that 
although ASEAN countries 
have made great progress in 
poverty reduction, they still 
face formidable challenges. 
Maza said that through the 
poverty alleviation and de-
velopment projects presented 
at the forum, “we have fully 
understood China’s poverty 
reduction initiative and Chi-
na’s experience in poverty 
reduction was worth learning 
about.” There is a Chinese say-
ing , “giving a person a fish to 
eat is not as good as teaching 
him how to fish.” Maza hopes 
that her country can learn from 
China’s experience in poverty 
alleviation and that exchanges 
and cooperation between the 
two countries will increase. 
“I hope China can teach us to 
fish,” she said. 

The forum follows past 
initiatives between China and 
other Asian countries cooper-
ating on the issue of poverty. 
In 2014, China proposed the 
Cooperation Initiative on Pov-
erty Reduction in East Asia. 
In 2017, China set up a series 
of demonstration sites for 
poverty reduction cooperation 
in Laos, Cambodia and Myan-
mar. These demonstrations 
have provided references for 
promoting the international 
cooperation in poverty reduc-
tion.    

                 (People’s Daily)
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Editor’s notes: Yunnan’s 
diverse living environment and 
cultural deposits have contributed 
to the evolution of a great variety of 
marriage customs. From marriage 
customs of various ethnic groups, 
we can feel the charm of Yunnan 
culture. Today, we introduce u to 
the Naxi wedding custom.

On weddings of Naxi people, 
the groom can only enter the home 
of the bride if his matchmaker can 
overcome various challenges in-
cluding a singing battle. In addition, 
Naxi people tie the couple’s hands 
together  as a symbol of getting 
married.

The day before the wedding, the 
groom will come to the home of his 
beloved with a big bride-escorting 
team in the early morning. Howev-
er, the gate of the bride’s house isn’t 
easily opened. The groom and his 
team will be allowed in only when 
the matchmaker overcomes all the 
challenges brought by the Naxi 
priest on the bride’s side, including 
singing songs. Matchmakers of 

Naxi Ethnic Group are of many ac-
complishments. Not only did they 
act as go-betweens, but they are 
seasoned in the marriage singing 
battles, in which the songs must be 
traditional ones.

 When the groom is finally let 
in, the escorting team will put all 
the gifts for the bridge’s family in 
the courtyard. If the family is sat-
isfied, they will be moved into the 
warehouse. And then wine will be 
served.

  On the wedding day, the Naxi 
priest will tie the couple’s hands 
together with a red string, indicating 

that their souls are bound together 
and can never be separated. Final-
ly, the Naxi priest will write their 
names on a piece of Dongba paper 
as symbol of marriage and handed 
it to them.

The next morning, the bride’s 
mother will make some desserts for 
her daughter who will also receive 
gifts from her friends and relatives. 
As the newlyweds leave for the 
groom’s home, the bride s relatives 
and friends will send representatives 
to join the escorting team and ac-
company the bride to the groom’s 
home.     (Daguan Weekly )   

The fifth Asian Dragon Boat Champaionship kicks off in west Yunnan’s Dali on July 7. More than 200 athletes 
from 8 countries and regions participated in the event.  Photo by Chen Fei                                                                                                 

 What global experience officers say about 
the "Travel in Yunnan" App

Naxi People: Groom let in 
after the matchmaker wins

YUNNAN WEDDING CUSTOMS

On July 7, an Indian youth 
delegation of more than 100 
members visited Kunming 
University in southwest Chi-
na’s Yunnan Province. This 
is the first delegation from 
SCO countries coming to 
Kunming after SCO-China 
Centre for Youth Exchanges 
was established in Kunming 
in December last year.

Ethnic dances, yaga and 
Taiji were performed by stu-
dents from Kunming Univer-
sity to welcome the Indian 
youths who visited Dianchi 

Lake Culture Museums, Ag-
ricultural School, Arts School 
and Tourism School of the 
university and experienced 
the art of tea, handcrafts and 
food culture in Yunnan. They 
were all impressed by the di-
verse culture of Yunnan. 

The delegation comprises 
students, researchers, youth 
leaders and young achievers. 
India and China have imple-
mented the annual India-Chi-
na Youth Exchange program 
since 2006-2007. Large 
delegations of Chinese youth 
have also being visiting India 
under the program.

EXCHANGE

SPORT

Yunnan sets “red lines” for 
ecological conservation

BY HU XIAORONG

The government of Yun-
nan province recently re-
leased its initiative “red lines 
for ecological conservation.” 
The document explicitly sets 
the limits, or red lines, for 
ecological conservation. Land 
area to be preserved must be 
a minimum of 118,400 square 
kilometres, accounting for 
30.90 percent of the prov-
ince’s land area.

The province’s “red lines 
for ecological conservation” 
include “three shields and two 
belts.” The “three shields” 
refer to the alpine valley eco-
logical barrier in northwestern 
Yunnan along the southern 
side of the Qinghai-Tibet 
Plateau, the mountain eco-

logical barrier from the Ailao 
Mountains to the Wanliang 
Mountains, and the tropical 
forest ecological barrier along 
China’s border in the south of 
the province. The “two belts” 
refer to the dry-hot valleys 
along the Jinsha River, the 
Lancang River and the Hong-
he River and the karst areas in 
the southeast of the province.

There are animals and 
plants within the “red lines 
for ecological conservation” 
intiative that are identified as 
protected species. The key 
species include Yunnan snub-
nosed monkeys, clouded 
leopards, green peacocks, 
Taxus yunnanensis, Chinese 
dove trees, Manglietiastrum 
sinicum and Cyathea spinulo-
sa.

Photo of bharals taken in northwest Yunnan’s Baima Snow Mountain.         
                                                                                                      Photo by Chen Fei                              

How over 1,000 loggers become 
forest rangers in Diqing

Tying the hands of newly-weds.       Photo by Liu Jiatong                  

BY WANG HUAN

Yunnan cooperates with
 int'l medical resources 

An international forum 
on high-incidence tumor was 
held on Saturday in Kun-
ming, capital of southwest 
China’s Yunnan Province.

More than 100 experts 
and scholars from China, the 
United States, Canada, Italy, 
Spain, Australia, Singapore 
and Thailand gathered in the 
Yunnan Cancer Hospital to 
exchange views on the latest 
progress of cancer prevention 
research.

In recent years, Yunnan 
has established the Yunnan 
Cancer Center and the Yun-
nan provincial cancer treat-
ment quality control center, 
carried out surgical treatment, 
chemotherapeutic treatment, 

and integrated Chinese and 
Western medicine treatment 
for patients, said Yang Yang, 
head of provincial health de-
partment.

The province has played 
an important role in cancer 
prevention and treatment in 
southwest China and south-
east Asia, Yang said.

Yunnan Cancer Hospital 
has set up long-term coop-
eration with MD Anderson 
Cancer Center, Mayo Clinic, 
National Cancer Institute 
in the U.S., the University 
of Edinburgh in Britain, the 
University of Siena in Italy, 
and the University of Hong 
Kong.  

                          (Xinhua)
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An experience officer experiece facial recognition admission. Photo by Zhu Hai                               
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