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At four o’clock every afternoon, 
flowers are transported here from all 
directions to be traded before they 
are shipped on to other places at 
home and abroad. The busy scene 
continues until two o’clock the next 
morning.

This is the famous fresh-
cut flower market in Dounan, 
Kunming, capital city of Yunnan 
Province. Every day, it receives 
20,000 to 30,000 traders and 
more than 1,600 varieties of flow-
ers. The market maintains a daily 
trading volume of 16.5 million 
bouquets of flowers worth 12.94 
million yuan. In the past decade, 
it has ranked first in the country 
in terms of transaction volume, 
transaction worth, cash flow, foot 
traffic and export sales. In 2017, 
the market achieved a fresh-cut 
flower transaction total worth of 
5.355 billion yuan, and 6.5 billion 
bunches of flowers were sold 

throughout the country.
It took more than 30 years for 

Dounan to grow from an obscure 
village on the south bank of Dianchi 
Lake to the largest fresh-cut flower 
trading market in Asia. 

Thirty years ago, Hua Ming-
sheng, a 24-year-old villager from 
Dounan made a bold attempt: he set 
aside 0.1 mu of his contracted land 
to grow gladiola flowers. “A friend 
of mine told me that a bunch of 
gladiola could be sold for 30 cents, 
and my interest was aroused,” Hua 
recalled. At that time, his family 
mainly grew vegetables, which 
were 5 to 10 cents per kilo. When 
the gladioli were in bloom, he took 
them on the backseat of his bike to 
Baita Road in downtown Kunming. 
The bike ride was more than 20 
kilometres, so he had to get up early 
in the morning, and by noon the 
flowers would all be sold. That year, 
the gladioli brought in 160 yuan, 
so he decided to use all his land to 
grow flowers.

Soon, every household in 
Dounan began to plant flowers. The 
varieties included gladioli, baby’s 
breath, roses and carnations. The 
related planting area has increased 
year by year.

In 1994, the village set up a 12-
mu flower trading market, which 
in just three years proved to be too 
small and had to be expanded. In 
2001, the Shanghai Grand World 
Guinness Headquarters recognized 
Dounan Flower Market as the larg-

est fresh-cut flower trading market 
in China and even in Asia. In 2012, 
with a total investment of five bil-
lion yuan, an area of 1,020 mu was 
allotted to build an industrial flower 
park. In March 2015, the first phase 
of the park, covering an area of 286 
mu, was put into use. 

After Dounan became the larg-
est fresh-cut flower trading centre in 
Asia, many farmers in the area also 
changed their identities. They sell 
flowers, act as intermediaries and 

are engaged in logistics and pack-
aging. In 2017, the village achieved 
a total income of 244 million yuan 
and a per capita net income of 
16,300 yuan.

On December 20, 2002, the 
Kunming International Flora Auc-
tion Trading Centre (KIFA) went 
into operation in Dounan, marking 
another milestone in the develop-
ment and transformation of the 
market. 

After 16 years of development, 
KIFA has become China’s largest 
and Asia’s second largest trading 
centre. In 2017, it auctioned 1.104 
billion bunches of fresh-cut flowers 
at an average unit price of 0.92 
yuan, hitting a record high in terms 
of both auction volume and average 
auction price. 

In the future, Dounan aims to 
become the world’s largest flower 
trading market, Asia’s leading flow-
er research and development centre 
and China’s first featured town of 
flowers. 

At 18:27 on June 14th, No. 
214 pier, the last pier of the 
super large bridge on the Nam 
Khone in Laos was poured. This 
marked the completion of main 
work of the longest bridge on the 
China-Laos railway.

From the laying of the foun-
dation on May 28th of last year, 
to the completion of the last pier, 
383 days have passed. After two 
rainy seasons and one dry sea-
son, the Nam Khone Bridge has 
taken shape. The 230 piers ex-
tend for 7.5 kilometres, and the 
tallest of them stand 10.5 metres 
tall.

 “It was no easy job!” said 
the engineering personnel of the 
China Railway Second Bureau. 
Constructing during rainy sea-
sons and communicating with 
local people and organizing 
resources, all these things pose 
great difficulties. They must 
plan reasonably, solve various 
problems and ensure the project 
progresses.

 “We met with enormous 
difficulties when digging the 
foundation pits, and we could 
hardly bring large engineering 
equipment to the site,” said Luo 
Huixiong, a foreman on the 
construction site. After repeated 
discussions, comparisons and 
optimization, the technical team 
finally worked out a solution to 
lay the pile foundations, which 
guaranteed the follow-up con-
struction of the pile caps and 
piers. 

The project team strictly 
followed their construction plan.  
To build friendly relations with 
local people, the project team re-
spected local laws and addressed 
the concerns of local people. 
They collaborated with the local 
government to communicate the 
significance of the China-Laos 
Railway, and provided local 

people with new employment 
opportunities. 

 “When we came to a village, 
we visited every household to 
communicate the significance of 
the railway. We brought practi-
cal benefits to the local people, 
restoring temple sites, mending 
village roads and repairing 
schools. Gradually, they were no 
longer indifferent to the railway 
construction, but began to under-
stand it and give their support,” 
said Liu Shiqi, an interpreter.

The first pile foundation was 
laid, the first pier was poured, 
and two demonstration sections 
were completed in just 30 days. 
Today, the Nam Khone Bridge is 
like a gorgeous rainbow on the 
China-Laos Railway. A series of 
delegations from various Chi-
nese and Laotian governmental 
departments, the Thai Railway 
Corporation and the Greater 
Mekong Sub-regional Railway 
Union have all come to admire 
the bridge.

The bridge complies with 
Chinese standards. “Take a pier 
as an example. Chinese stan-
dards are followed at every step, 
such as mounting, dismounting, 
cleaning and polishing. Even the 
interval and orientation of the 
spacers on the steel cage must be 
just right,” said Huang Daiwen, 
the chief engineer of the second 
work area.

Chinese standards involve 
not only engineering construc-
tion but also ecological protec-
tion. To minimize the project’s 
impact on ecosystems, a leading 
environmental protection team 
was formed to reduce dust, 
noise and waste water, and in-
crease green spaces around the 
construction areas. Finally, a 
mission that was considered as 
impossible by local people was 
completed. (Xinhua)

Direct purchasing helps 
Lisu village shake off poverty

yunnangateway.com

CONNECTIVITY

BY HU CHAO

Since the world economy is 
highly interwoven into a supply 
chain, tariff escalation will hamper 
the world economy in which no 
one could escape, a U.S. expert told 
on July 10.

Michael D. Maher, senior 
program advisor for the Center for 
Energy Studies at Rice University’s 
Baker Institute for Public Policy, 
made the remarks when comment-
ing on the recent trade tension be-
tween the United States and China.

He said that “impacting the 
ability of China’s export to the U.S. 
actually can impact (U.S.) domestic 
companies because that’s part of 

their supply chain.”
In the latest escalation of its 

trade offensive against China, the 
United States said  on July 10 it 
will impose 10 percent tariffs on an 
additional $200 billion in Chinese 
imports.

“There is no such thing that 
is purely domestic company or 
purely foreign company. They are 
all becoming interwoven,” said the 
expert at the Houston-based think 
tank and a nonpartisan center for 
public policy research.

Instead of protecting its own 
domestic economy, the United 
States should pay more attention to 

the global economy which is much 
bigger and interdependent, the ex-
pert said.

“Our future is tied not just to 
our domestic market, it’s the global 
market. So if there are issues, let’s 
get down and negotiate on them,” 
he added.

According to Maher, the 
global trade system over the 
last 40 to 50 years has increase 
global economic growth quite a 
bit, but unilateral tariff moves are 
going to break that down and at 
the same time will slow down 
the economic growth.  

                                       (Xinhua)

Chinese dance show comes to Kunming

BY WANG HUAN

BY ZHANG YANQUN

Shiba Village of Xiaruo Lisu 
Township in Deqin County, 
Diqing Tibetan Autonomous Pre-
fecture, Yunnan Province is at the 
centre of the Baima Snow Moun-
tain Nature Reserve. It is a natural 
gene bank and the habitat of many 
rare species. These include snub-
nosed monkeys and yews. How-
ever, due to poor infrastructure and 
living conditions, 259 of the 302 
households there are below the 
poverty line.

Recently, more than 30 entre-
preneurs and experts engaged in 
the research and development of 
featured agricultural products vis-
ited the village. They tried to find 
ways to translate local resources 
into economic benefits and lift the 
Lisu villagers out of poverty.

 “The ecological resources are 
anadvantage for the development 
of Shiba Village,” said Bai Zilong, 
president of the Yunnan Famous 
Brands Operational Committee 
of the China Yiwu E-Commerce 
Industrial Park. When a delega-
tion from the committee came 
to Shiba Village, they selected 
four categories of local products, 
including wild mushrooms and 
Chinese herbal medicines. They 
also invited entrepreneurs, experts 
and e-commerce operators to 
jointly establish a new model of 
industrial poverty alleviation. This 
new model relies on government 
leadership, local resources, quality 
control, brand building, marketing 
and direct purchasing. 

According to Yu Xinhong, sec-
retary of the village Party branch, 
in the past, high-quality local 

products would not sell or could 
not be sold at good prices. In the 
absence of a sound platform and 
market competition, the farmers’ 
professional cooperatives achieved 
a sales income of only 500,000 
yuan last year, which fell short of 
the goal of poverty alleviation and 
common prosperity, said Yu.

Yunnan Yunshuabao Technol-
ogy Company Limited announced 
that it will purchase 50 tonnes of 
fresh truffles from the villagers ev-
ery year. When the local specialty 
is directly sold to the end market, 
intermediate links can be avoided, 
and local people can earn greater 
profits. On the day of the an-
nouncement, the company signed 
a ten-million-yuan agreement with 
the village.

 “We offer 50 jobs for migrant 
workers from the village every 
year. After an initial training 
programme, their basic monthly 
salary is no less than 3,000 yuan. 
Starting this year, we will provide 
financial assistance to 30 students 
in the village until they graduate 
from university,” said Tan Long, 
founder of Yunnan Mr. Tan Ag-
riculture and Animal Husbandry 
Technology Company Limited.

 “In the future, the local 
specialties will directly drive 
the Lisu village’s poverty alle-
viation,” said Yu Kang, the first 
Party secretary of Diqing Pre-
fectural Bureau of Finance for 
the poverty reduction of Shiba 
Village. In the past three years, 
the village has finally shown 
signs of improvement, Yu said.                                 

                                        (Xinhua)                   

REFORM AND OPENING UP

 
The handmade paper produced 

by Dai people in Mangtuan Village, 
located in southwest Yunnan’s 
Lincang, enjoys remarkable fame. 
Today, the traditional method of cot-
ton-paper making is well inherited 
and there are still around 120 villag-
ers evolved in this workmanship. 

Mangtuan is known as the 
“No. 1 Dai Papermaking Village 
in China”. According to historical 
records, handmade paper of Dai 
people in the village has existed for 
around 600 years. Today, keeping 
the authentic way of traditional pa-
permaking, Dai people still follow 
the five primitive procedures and 
11 steps, including the cleaning and 
soaking bark, steaming and mash-
ing pulp, pouring and finally drying 
paper. Thus, the Mangtuan paper 
making is also known as a “living 
fossil” of the industry. 

In 2006, the paper making in 
Mangtuan was inscribed into the list 

of the first batch of national intan-
gible cultural heritage by the State 
Council. In 2014, the village was 
named as one of the “Villages with 
Ethnic Minority Characteristics” by 
the State Ethnic Affairs Commis-
sion. Entering a new era, Mangtuan 
villagers have got a new mission— 
passing on the papermaking as a 
cultural heritage while increasing 
incomes. On August 8, 2011, the 
village found the handmade paper 
cooperative and 62 households are 

involved. The cooperative provides 
members with seedlings of paper 
mulberries, instruments of paper-
making, skill trainings, service of 
buying and selling, etc. By explor-
ing the market while producing and 
selling the paper in an organized 
and planned way, the cooperative 
has turned the paper making into a 
lucrative industry for villagers. In 
2017, the villagers made 1.5 million 
piece of paper and achieved sales 
revenue of 4 million yuan. 

China has established an overall river chief system across its 31 provinces, municipalities  and autonomous re-
gions in protecting rivers and lakes in the country, according to a press conference held in Beijing on July 17. Right 
now, there are more than 300,000 at provincial, city, county and township levels. And at the village level, the num-
ber of river chiefs reaches 760,000. Here is a photo of Xingyun Lake in southwest China’s Yunna Province.  
                                                                                                                                                                  Photo by Zhao Yiqing                                                                     

 Dounan: From small village to the largest 
fresh-cut flower market in Asia

Dai villagers turn traditional papermaking 
into lucrative industry

CULTURE

The 12th Chinese Dance Show 
are being held in Kunming July 
11-21. As the highest-level dance 
show in China, it brings together 
80 programmes and five dance 
dramas from all over the country. 
Audiences can be assured of an 
exciting experience.

While highlighting diversity 
and richness, the show marks 
the 40th anniversary of China’s  

Reform and Opening Up, with 
a number of dances imbued 
with Chinese spirit, Chinese 
temperament and Chinese 
style. In particular, the show 
will present seven programmes 
from Yunnan province. These 
programmes, including solo 
dances, trio dances and dance 
dramas, will fully demonstrate 
the unique characteristics and 
artistic charm of the province’s 
ethnic dances.

EXHIBITION

Main work of longest bridge along 
China-Laos Railway completed

Photo taken on July 11 shows  the  Luang Prabang Bridge of China-Laos 
Railway under construction.                               (Xinhua)                                                                                      

Foreign journalists are experiencing the Dai papermaking in Mangtuan.             
                                                                                                 Photo by Liu Jiatong                  

Yunnan cultural expo to be held 
in Kunming next month

The Creative Yunnan Cultural 
Industry Expo 2018 will be held 
from August 9 to 13 at the Kun-
ming International Convention and 
Exhibition Centre. As our reporter 
learned at the first briefing on the 
event in Kunming, the exhibition 
invitation work is still underway, 
and businesses are welcome to sub-
mit their applications.

This year, the Kunming Pavil-
ion will focus on the integration of 
culture and technology. A “culture 
plus technology” experience zone 
will be set up for key cultural and 
technological companies to show-
case their innovative virtual reality, 
augmented reality and mixed reality 
products. In addition, ethnic cultural 
programmes with local characteris-
tics will best aged, and key cultural 
exporters will be invited to present 
their new offerings, sell their prod-
ucts and carry out business negotia-
tions. The Munich’s Oktoberfest – 

Kunming Tour will also add flavour 
to YCIE.

The 3rd Percussion Music Festi-
val of Yunnan Province will offer a 
series of activities, such as marching 
samba drums and a 1,000 drum en-
semble. Some famous percussion 
musicians from home and abroad 
will come to the scene to popularize 
percussion music culture and create 
a feast for the ears.

The Creative Children’s Pa-
vilion, which is expected to debut 
at YCIE with children’s cultural 
entertainment services, will be 
comprised of a 2,000-square-me-
tre children’s amusement area, a 
1,000-square-metre children’s edu-
cation area and a 1,000-square-me-
tre children’s creative living area. 
The Yunnan Children’s Creative 
Carnival 2018 will also be held 
in the pavilion, and thousands of 
children will put on creative per-
formances incorporating music, 
dances and English learning activi-
ties. 

The busy scene of the market                                        Photo by Huang Zhechun                               

VOICE
U.S. expert: Tariff escalation hampers 

highly interwoven global economy

BY LI YUECHUN

A stage photo of The Railway to Tibet , a drama dance performed during the 
opening  ceremony of the show.        Photo by Zhou Can                           

ECO

BY YANG ZHIGAO


