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The 19th China Kunming Inter-
national Flower Show took place 
from July 13 to 15 in Kunming, 
capital city of southwest China’s 
Yunnan province, presenting a 
feast of flowers for visitors.

The exhibition, covering an 
area of 30,000 square meters, 
saw a participation of 339 foreign 
and domestic flower companies, 
including world-renowned An-
thura and Dümmen Orange.

Displayed on the show was 
the whole chain of floral industry 
from seed to finished products, 
especially new products and 

technologies. Diplomats and 
commercial representatives from 
the Netherlands, Israel, Myan-
mar, Vietnam, the United States, 
Britain, Cambodia and other 
countries visited the exhibition 
and some of the flower planta-
tion bases in Yunnan.

The flower industry is one 
of star industries in Yunnan. In 
2017, the flower planting area of 
the province is 1.562 million mu 
and the industry achieved a com-
prehensive output value of 50.32 
billion yuan. for more than 70 per-
cent of the national market share. 

On July 15th,  the Chi-
na-UAE readers’ seminar 
on the book Xi Jinping: The 
Governance of China, was 
held in the United Arab Emir-
ates. The event coincided 
with a Chinese Books Exhibi-
tion Week and was held at the 
Lighthouse Cultural Centre 
on Saadiyat Island in the cap-
ital city, Abu Dhabi.

The attendees agreed that 
Xi’s book expounds upon 
the important discussion of 
where China comes from and 

where it is headed. History is 
the root of reality, and the fu-
ture is a continuation of that 
reality. Only if we understand 
where a country comes from 
will we understand its current 
development and its future 
direction.

“Twenty-five years ago, 
when I took a flight to Bei-
jing, I thought that I knew 
enough about China to write 
a book. But when I set foot in 
the country, I realized that I 
had just begun to understand 

it. Xi Jinping: The Gover-
nance of China has answered 
many questions that I have 
been thinking about for many 
years,” said Hussein Ismail, a 
China scholar who travelled 
from Egypt to attend the 
event. “I do some translation 
work, so I read through the 
English and Arabic versions 
of the book and got a good 
idea of its rich content. This 
book is worth reading by ev-
eryone—state leaders, profes-
sional researchers and regular 

people.”
“In recent years, China has 

proposed the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative (BRI), initiated the Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank 
(AIIB), attached great importance 
to ecological protection and called 
on the world to build a communi-
ty of shared future for mankind,” 
said Omar Al Bitar, former UAE 
ambassador to China. “President 
Xi Jinping has humanistic feel-
ings and remarkable foresight. 
Under his leadership, the Chinese 
people have made great strides in 

terms of reform and opening up.”
Khalifa Tunagi, a UAE 

scholar on China said, “The 
BRI proposed by President 
Xi can meet the development 
needs of many countries. 
With the establishment of 
a future-oriented strategic 
partnership of comprehensive 
cooperation and common 
development between China 
and Arab states, the BRI will 
continue to act as bridge for 
UAE-China cooperative effor
ts.”                             (Xinhua)                        
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China's MOC issues statement 
on U.S. investigation

China’s Ministry of Com-
merce (MOC) released a 
statement on July 12 regard-
ing the Statement by the U.S. 
Trade Representative on Sec-
tion 301 Action released on 
July 10. The following is the 
major points of the statement.

I. The slander of the 
United States against China 
about gaining extra advan-
tage through unfair trade 
practice is a distortion of 
facts and hence is ground-
less.

II. The United States’ 
accusations that China ne-

glects differences in trade 
and has not taken active 
measures are not true.

III. The United States ac-
cused China’s countermea-
sures have no international 
legal basis, but in fact it is 
the U.S. unilateral initiation 
of a trade war that has no 
international legal basis at 
all.

IV.  That  China  was 
forced to take counterac-
tions is an inevitable choice 
to defend national interests 
and global interests, and is 
perfectly rightful, reason-

able and lawful.
V. The United States is 

not only launching a trade 
war with China, but also 
with the whole world, drag-
ging the world economy into 
danger.

VI. China will contin-
ue to firmly push ahead 
with reform and opening 
according to the plans and 
pace that are set, and work 
with the rest of the world 
to firmly uphold free trade 
and the multilateral trad-
ing system.  

                            (Xinhua)

Kunming int’l flower show: 
A feast of flowers

Visitors rushed to see the flowers during the Expo  Photo by Chen Fei

Recently, Yunnan prov-
ince granted special subsi-
dies to the first batch of 100 
people to recieve Thousand 
Talents Plan (TTP) funding. 
Each of the eligible young 
talents received a one-time 
working and living allow-
ance of 500,000 yuan. A total 
of 50 million yuan in total 
has been granted so far. 

This year, the province 
launched its young talent 
project, one of seven special 
projects under the TTP. The 

goal is to improve Yunnan’s 
competitiveness through the 
continued development of 
human resources. In the next 
five years, focusing on its 
economic and social develop-
ment needs, the province will 
introduce 1,000 high-level 
personnel and cultivate a 
number of high-calibre talent 
teams and clusters that are 
capable of playing a leading 
and demonstrative role in in-
novation and business start-
ups.  (Xinhua)

Construction of the Chi-
na-Laos railway is gathering 
steam, as a main bridge over 
the Mekong River has been 
completed, said executives 
of construction giant China 
Railway Engineering Corp.

The rail project, which 
will  connect Southwest 
China with Laos by 2021, 
is part of the two countries’ 
efforts to promote intercon-
nectivity.

The rail line starts from 
the Mohan-Boten border area 
between the two countries, 
running over 414.33 kilome-
ters, more than 62.7 percent 
of which will run over bridg-
es and through tunnels. The 
construction of the bridges 
and tunnels is considered 
one of the decisive factors in 
whether the rail project will 
be built on schedule.

Language barriers, bad 
traffic conditions in the deep 
mountains and woods, and 
difficult living conditions 
were also obstacles that Zhou 
Xiaoxia, project manager of 
China Railway No 5 Engi-
neering Group, faced when 
he started his work.

Facing these difficulties, Zhou 
and his team went deep into the 
woods to measure the route and 
prepare for the construction. “The 
China-Laos railway is one of the 
important routes that connects the 
two countries together,” Zhou said. 
“It’s a huge honor to be part of this 
project.”

The rail line is designed 
for a speed of 160 kilometers 
per hour, using Chinese stan-
dards and equipment.

The project is not just a 
rail line, but represents the 
Lao people’s faith in China, 
Zhou said. “The quality of 
the railway represents the 
image of China. We need to 

apply the same high stan-
dards as we use for the bullet 
train to the China-Laos rail-
way,” he said.

By the end of May, 40 percent 
of the phase one project had been 
completed with a zero defect rate. 
Zhou said he is confident he will 
finish his mission by the end of 
2021.

“The company is leverag-
ing its advantages in railway 
management, technology 
and resources to conduct 
research, as well as to offer 
construction and equipment 
manufacturing for the proj-
ect,” he said.                       

                        (Xinhua)

When summer vacation comes, Yunnan welcomes swarms of tourists to spend a cool summer. Here, in central 
Yunnan’s Qujing City, a group of children pose for photo in the flowering Love Town scenic spot. (Xinhua)                                                                                                 
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On the morning of July 10th, 
Dr. Tian Jiabing, Father of 100 
Chinese Schools, passed away 
in Hong Kong at the age of 99. 
Throughout his life, this old 
man always tried to “use money 
where it was needed most”.

Dr. Tian Jiabing was born in 
1919 in Yintan Village,  Guang-
dong Province. When he was 18 
years old, he went to Vietnam to 
sell clay for making porcelain. In 
1939, he moved again, this time to 
Indonesia, where he was engaged 
in the rubber industry. In 1958, he 
moved his family to Hong Kong 
and set up Tianshi Chemical Co 
Ltd. He then began building his 
reputation as the city’s “Leather 
King”. 

Dr. Tian is respected by Chi-
nese people at home and abroad 
not only because he was a success-
ful entrepreneur, but because he 
was also an active philanthropist. 
According to the Tian Jiabing 
Foundation official website, the 
foundation was incorporated in 
Hong Kong in 1982 and all of its 
operation funds were been do-
nated by Dr. Tian and his family 
company.

From the 1980s to June of 
last year, Dr. Tian donated the 
money to found 93 universities, 
166 middle schools, 41 primary 
schools, 19 specialty schools and 
kindergartens, and 1,800 rural 
school libraries across China. 
These schools and institutions of 
higher education are named after 
him, and he is therefore known as 
“Father of 100 Chinese Schools”. 
In Yunnan province, Dr. Tian 
donated the money to create three 
middle schools, and his founda-
tion also donated many facilities 
to Yunnan University, Yunnan 
Normal University, Yunnan Ag-
ricultural University and other 

institutions of higher learning. 
Additionally, as of 2007, Dr. Tian 
had helped to found 26 hospitals, 
six highways, create 129 bridges, 
1,150 rural school libraries, as well 
as the Beijing Museum of Natural 
History and the Nanjing Purple 
Mountain Observatory(PMO).

After the 1997 Asian financial 
crisis, Dr. Tian’s family companies 
and his foundation were also af-
fected. Dr. Tian sold the villa that 
he had been living in for nearly 40 
years and donated all the proceeds 
to mainland schools. After that, Dr. 
Tian lived in a rented house until 
his final day.

“The money was sent to main-
land China to build middle schools 
and institutions of higher learning. 
I’m satisfied that it is put to better 
use, so I don’t miss the villa at all,” 
said Dr. Tian in an interview with 
the China Central Television.

Dr. Tian was frugal in his 
personal life. When he travelled 
all over the country, he always 
carried an alarm clock, a bottle 
of water and a bar of soap. At 
banquets, he did not drink soda 
water but drank boiled water 
from a used mineral water 
bottle. He thought that the cans 
containing soda water were not 
environmentally friendly and 
he brought his own soap to save 
resources for the hotels in which 
he stayed. 

In 1994, the PMO of the Chi-
nese Academy of Sciences named 
2886 Tinkaping, an asteroid 
discovered in 1965, after Dr. Tian, 
who was the fifth person to receive 
the honour. Mr. Ye Xuanping, the 
then vice chairman of the CPPCC, 
specially wrote an inscription for 
Dr. Tian. In 1996, Dr. Tian was 
awarded an M.B.E by Queen Eliz-
abeth II at the Buckingham Palace. 

  (Collated by Yunnan Daily)

Philanthropist Tian Jiabing, 
founder of many Yunnan schools

The main construction of the Ganlanba Bridge is completed recently. It is 
the longest of its kind in the Chinese section of China-Laos Railway.           
                                                                                              Photo by Li Juntao  

Summer brings supreme 
natural beauty to Shan-
gri-La City in northwest 
Yunnan’s Diqing Tibetan 
Autonomous Prefecture.

In the Heping Village of 
Xiaozhongdian Township, 
39 kilometers away from 
downtown Shangri-la, tour-
ists are enjoying the pictur-
esque views of grasslands, 
blue sky and white clouds, 
together with the cattle, 
sheep and villages.

“I used to plant highland 
barley and potatoes, but 
now I am a migrant work-
er in the city,” said Douji 
Peichu, a local Tibetan vil-
lager, who plans to open a 
restaurant in the village to 
meet the tourists‘ need.

Lu Zhijun, director of 
the Diqing Tourism Devel-
opment Committee, said 
Diqing has designed four 
Shangri-La f ine tour is t 
routes, involving two con-
nected to villages in neigh-
boring provinces.

Currently, around 20,000 
locals are employed in 15 
A-class scenic spots, 92 
star-rated hotels and 46 
travel agencies in Diqing.

D u r i n g  C h i n a ’s  1 2 t h 
F i v e - Ye a r  P l a n  p e r i o d 
(2011-2015), Diqing Pre-
fec tu re  rece ived  62 .94 
million domestic and for-
eign tourists, registering a 
tourism revenue of 42.073 
billion yuan.

                        (Xinhua)
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Luorong Village in the Pudacuo National Park, Shangri-la   (Xinhua)                            
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VOICE
Poverty-stricken villagers say 

hello to better life

On July 1, a new page was 
opened in the history of Yingge 
Village in northeast Yunnan’s 
Qiaojia County as the new-
ly-built Yingge Bridge was open 
to traffic after more than 900 
days of construction. But before 
that, the villagers had to rely on 
an iron cage running on cable-
ways across the Jinshua River to 
the outside world. 

The 260-meter-high and 
470-meter-long cableway, 
dubbed “the highest cable car 
system in Asia” was built in 
1999. For locals, it was perilous 
for riding the cable car, but they 

didn’t have other choice. Fortu-
nately, the government built the 
Yingge Bridge which is 385.5 
meters long and the iron cage 
came to its retirement. Now, 
the villagers have safer means 
of transport. They are looking 
forward to changes which the 
bridge will bring to their home-
town and life. 

Accordingly, Yunnan will re-
place more than 100 cableways 
with sturdy bridges in the fight 
against poverty, which means 
more villagers will have safer 
means of transport. The con-
struction of bridges is also ex-
pected to boost local economic 
growth and social development.

BY HAN CHENGYUAN

Yunnan launches preservation 
project on ancient books

Southwest China’s Yunnan 
Province has launched a pres-
ervation project to catalog and 
update their records of ancient 
books across the province.

Professionals involved in 
the preservation of ancient texts, 
along with 51 university stu-
dents, worked together during 
the 40-day investigation to sort 
and catalog the books.

The project, primarily reg-
istering authors, book editions, 
as well as the locations of the 
books, was jointly organized by 
the Ancient Books Preservation 
and Conservation Association of 
China and the Yunnan Ancient 

Books Preservation Center.
Yunnan is home to more 

than one million ancient books. 
Since 2008, Yunnan has regis-
tered and cataloged about 70 
percent of its ancient books 
found in local libraries, muse-
ums, and temples.

The volunteers were trained 
on how to register and catalog 
the books before beginning the 
project.

 “I hope to learn how to 
properly preserve ancient books. 
They are part of our history and 
culture,” said Hu Hanting, a vol-
unteer from Yunnan University.        

                               (Xinhua)              
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