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The Karnaphuli River winds 
its way through Chittagong, the 
biggest port in Bangladesh. At the 
mouth of the river, not far from 
one end of an airport runway, 
China Communications Con-
struction Company (CCCC) is 
building the first underwater tun-
nel in the country. The subfluvial 
project will connect the river’s 
east and west banks.

In July, Bangladesh is in the 
midst of its annual rainy season. 
The hot and humid weather adds 

to the difficulties of workers com-
pleting their jobs, but the tunnel 
project speeds up construction. 

Work on the subfluvial tun-
nel under the Karnaphuli River, 
began on December 5, 2017. It 
will be the first shield tunnel in 
Bangladesh and South Asia when 
completed. A forklift operator at 
the project said that the Chinese 
company imposes strict require-
ments on production safety. The 
CCCC safety management team 
conducts many safety inspections 
on a daily basis. Once detected, 
safety hazards are removed in a 

timely manner, he said. 
The business manager of a 

local steel mill is proud that his 
company could collaborate with 
the CCCC in building the grand 
subfluvial tunnel. He is impressed 
by the CCCC’s great attention 
to quality, efficiency and safety. 
Currently, his steel mill is produc-
ing support bars for the tunnel in 
compliance with Chinese stan-
dards.

The tunnel project’s man-
agement department also carries 
out special material tests. “The 
designed service life of the tunnel 

is 100 years. Therefore the mate-
rials must be sufficiently durable, 
so we rigorously control quality,” 
a staff member said.

The equipment and materials 
for the tunnel project are mo-
bilized and purchased through 
CCCC’s global procurement 
network. Among the many things 
required, the largest and most 
critical piece of equipment is the 
large tunnel boring machine. It 
was independently developed 
by China. This machine is about 
12 metres in diameter, 94 me-
tres long and weighs more than 

2,200 tonnes. It is produced by 
the CCCC Tianhe Mechanical 
Equipment Manu and is the larg-
est-diameter mud-water tunnel 
boring machine China has ever 
exported.

To ensure project quality, the 
proprietor has hired a team of in-
ternational consulting engineers. 
CCCC has also hired a Chinese 
professional shield tunnel super-
vision company, which is acting 
as the internal supervision body 
to enhance the management of 
project safety and quality. ”         

                                  (Xinhua)                          

Construction of China-Lao Railway speeds up 
ECO

BY LI SHUFENG

Young man receives Peking U 
admission letter at construction site
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ELIMINATING POVERTY FOR COMMON PROSPERITY

Tourists sing praises of Yunnan’s natural beauty

Recently, the Yunnan 
Provincial Government 
vowed to build the province 
into the most beautiful trav-
el destination in China. 

The province is rich in 
tourism resources and in 2017 
received 567 million tourists 
(an increase of 33.3 percent 
year on year), including 6.68 
million overseas tourists (an 
increase of 11.2 percent year 
on year). Tourists hope that 
the day will come soon when 
Yunnan becomes the most 
beautiful province in the 
country. 

Chang Wanqing, a tour-
ist from Shanxi Province, 
was impressed by the clean 
streets, clear water and well-
planned landscaping in Yun-
nan’s Dayao County. With the 
coordinated development of 
its natural, cultural and urban 

environments, the county is 
becoming more attractive, 
liveable and tourism-friendly, 
Chang said.

Liu Xiaochen, a tourist 
f rom Lanzhou in  Gansu 
Province, was fascinated by 
the picturesque scenery he 
witnessed while boating in 
the Puzhehei Scenic Area. It 
is her hope that the province’s 
green mountains and lucid 
waters will be protected.

“This is totally different 
from my imagination of the 
Chinese countryside,” said 
Mia, a student who is from 
Jordan and now studies at 
China’s Renmin University. 
On July 23, as part of the 
“International Students Focus 
on China 2018” programme, 
he came to Dongshan Village 
in northwest Yunnan’s Weixi 
Lisu Autonomous County. 
The trip completely changed 
his impression of China’s 

rural areas. In late 2015, as 
China further promoted pov-
erty alleviation schemes, the 
villagers in this region seized 
their opportunity. They built 
new houses, improved local 
infrastructure and completed 
a renewed industrial layout in 
only 14 months.

 “The houses are laid out 
in a well-organized manner. 
Birds chirp in the courtyards, 
the fragrance of flowers 
floats in the air, and various 
fruit dangle from the trees,” 
he said. Mia and his com-
panions could not conceal 
their amazement. When they 
learned that local people have 
established a development 
model integrating agriculture, 
tourism and other industries, 
they were even more sur-
prised. They left convinced 
that the rural areas in Yunnan 
will become more and more 
beautiful in the future.

Checking the growth of almond mushrooms.  Photo by Li Shufen

Cui Qingtao, 17, was 
mixing mortar at a construc-
tion site with his parents on 
July 21 when he received 
his admission letter from 
Peking University, which is 
widely regarded as the top 
university in China.

In this year’s gaokao, or 
China’s college entrance ex-
amination, the young man 
from a low-income family 
scored 669 points and ap-
plied to Peking University, 
where he was accepted as 
a student in the School of 
Journalism and Communi-
cation.

Cui’s home is in a small 
v i l l age  in  Quj ing  c i ty, 
southwest China’s Yunnan 
province. He is the oldest 
son, with a younger brother 
in high school and a sister 
in the fourth grade.

Cui is an obedient and 
thoughtful son. To help his 
family earn more money, 
he’d spend his vacations 
getting up at 3 o’clock in 
the morning to fertilize and 
water plants in the green-

houses with his brother.
On July 21, Cui’s fam-

ily was doing construction 
work at the site of a new 
home when Cui Yuqing saw 
a postal van come onto the 
property. Cui and his par-
ents and sister were excited 
as they finally received the 
long-expected admission 
letter . 

Cui Yuqing made his 
parents, neither who went 
to university, very proud. 
When his mother read the 
admission letter to his fa-
ther, who cannot read, a 
big smile broke out on his 
father’s face.

“You reap what you sow. 
Now I’m leaving my home 
village for college, but I’ll 
return and someday change 
the poor conditions of the 
village,” Cui said.

“His starting point is dif-
ferent from other students, 
but I hope his future will 
be bright,” an internet user 
said on Chinese social me-
dia site Weibo. 

                (China Daily)

When our reporter trav-
elled through lush tropical 
rainforests to the Mengla 
(Mohan) National Key De-
velopment and Opening-up 
Experimental Zone in Yun-
nan, passengers, cars, trucks, 
and buses all passed through 
the border checkpoint in an 
orderly manner. 

Accord ing  to  a  loca l 
villager, before reform and 
opening up, Mohan was just 
a mysterious and desolate 
town. It was not until the 
1990s that the port began to 
rapidly develop.

At a Laotian bus station on 
the Kunming-Bangkok High-
way, our reporter saw many 
tourists from China. In 2013, 
the Houayxay Bridge on the 
Mekong River was completed 
and opened to traffic. Ever since 
then, a growing number of pas-
sengers and cargo transports ply 
this international thoroughfare. 
The flow of people and goods 
has attracted many strong Chi-
nese transportation companies to 
“go out”, including the Yunnan 
Golden Peacock Transportation 
Group.

Since reform and opening 
up, international road trans-
portation networks emanat-
ing from Yunnan Province 
headed in a new direction. In 
1993, a bus transport agree-
ment was signed between 
China and Laos. Over the 
past 25 years, the province’s 
transportation infrastructure 
has continuously improved, 
and passenger and freight 
traffic between Yunnan and 
Laos  has  been  growing 
commensurately.  As the 
transportation management, 
service and interdepartmen-
tal collaboration continue to 

improve, bilateral and multi-
lateral relations and friendly 
exchanges between China 
and neighbouring countries 
have expanded.

So far, the province has 
opened 18 highway ports 
to neighbouring countries 
and 28 passenger and car-
go transportation lines into 
Vietnam and Laos.  In 2017, 
2.53 mil l ion passengers 
and 7.34 million tonnes of 
cargo have been transported 
between the province and 
its neighbouring Southeast 
Asian countries.

                          (Xinhua)                                 

 Tourists are enjoying the water splashing in southeast Yunnan’s Puzhehei scenic spot. Photo by Huang Peng

 Chinese firm accelerates work on first 
underwater tunnel in Bangladesh 

Opening up changes Yunnan's int'l transportation

In Mengzi County, Yunnan 
Province, the mountain village 
of Shitouzhai contains 54 house-
holds. Here, the per capita arable 
land is just five mu (0.33 hectares). 
In the past, villagers planted ginger, 
taro, ginseng and cabbage in an 
attempt to develop an sustainable 
agricultural economy. 

For a period of time, the cab-
bage planting area accounted for 
nearly half of the arable land in 
the village, and some villagers 
even built refrigeration houses 
in which to store their goods. 
But as other places began to 
grow cabbage in greenhouses, 
the village lost its market advan-
tages and never recovered from 
the setback. 

 “If your production is not 
market-oriented, you won’t 
be able to resist risks. Once a 
natural disaster hits or the price 
plummets, all your efforts can 
be wasted. You may even lose 
money,” said Liu Qiying, direc-
tor of the Village Supervision 
Committee.

After learning that the market 
has a great demand for almond 
mushrooms, the village Party sec-
retary, Wan Yuanhua, took a group 
of locals to visit the Fuyuan Edible 
Fungus Company for a field sur-
vey.

 “With one greenhouse, you 
can harvest six crops in a year. 
The output will be no less than 
six tonnes, and the income will 
be no less than 50,000 yuan. It is 
really cost-effective.” The intro-
duction of the farm made Wan 
Yuanhua excited.

“Our company provides 
technical assistance. And we 
also provide financial support to 

cover part of the cost of build-
ing new greenhouses. We will 
purchase almond mushrooms 
from the villagers for at least 
eight yuan per kilogram,” You 
Wanteng, general manager of 
Fuyuan Edible Fungus Compa-
ny, told Wan Yuanhua.

Soon, a model of “Party 
branch + company + produc-
tion base + farmers + financial 
support” was established. Each 
poor household received an in-
terest-free loan of 50,000 yuan, 
and the company also invested 
in greenhouses. Thus, funding 
was secured.17 households in 
the village, including seven poor 
ones, built 37 greenhouses on 40 
mu (2.67 hectares) of the area’s 
best arable land. The company 
built a drying plant beside the 
farm and involved the villagers 
in its development. In this way, 
the company and the villagers 
can share the benefits, with the 
villagers receiving the largest 
share of the profits.

“In the past, we couldn’t define 
the market and didn’t have any 
technology or funding. Even if we 
had wanted to achieve something, 
we could only idle away the time,” 
said Zhou Weichun, a poor villag-
er. “Now our almond mushrooms-
flourish, and my whole family is 
kept busy.”

For Wan Yuanhua, all 
parties should join hands in 
poverty alleviation. Villagers 
must connect with the market, 
while the grassroots govern-
ment should strengthen coop-
eration with companies and 
large growers that can provide 
market information. When 
agricultural products find their 
sales channels, farmers will 
soon become rich. 

Farmers increase income by 
planting almond mushrooms

 Recently, Yunnan chef Su 
Qisheng promoted Yunnan 
matsutake mushrooms and 
other Yunnan cuisines through 
a special tour to the North 
Pole.     

In Shangri-la, northwest 
Yunnan’s Diqing Tibetan 
Autonomous Prefecture, the 
rainy season usually begins 
in July. In the early morning, 
Zhuoma, a local villager went 
into the mountain to pick up 
matsutake.

Though her trousers soon 
got wet with dew, Zhuoma 
searched every corner care-
fully. After about half an hour, 
she got something. “Look, 
there it is! A matsutake!” 
Zhuoma showed the big 
mushroom with great joy.

The mushrooms Zhuoma 
picked were sent on a journey 
to the Arctic with Su Qisheng, 

a Yunnan chef.
On July 18, Su Qisheng 

and his team flew to Moscow 
and transferred to an icebreak-
er. During the 14-day tour to 
the North Pole, Su cooked 
the crossing-the-bridge rice 
noodles and presented the 
matsutake cuisines in different 
ways for more than 200 ex-
plorers and staff on the ship. 

In his 20 years’ career as 
a chef, Su has won a number 
of international awards. He 
hoped that through integrating 
classic Yunnan dishes with 
western cooking ideas, he 
could demonstrate the inclu-
siveness of Yunnan cuisine 
and its charm to the world. 

Data shows that the annual 
output of matsutake in Diqing 
prefecture is 600 to 900 tons, 
accounting for more than 65% 
of the fresh matsutake expor-
tation of Yunnan, which helps 
lift local people out of poverty. 

40th ANNIVERSARY OF OPENING UP

BEAUTIFUL YUNNAN

Recently, the Xishuangban-
na Asian Elephant Food Source 
Base, which went into operation 
six months ago, attracted a group 
of 20 wild Asian elephants. It 
was the largest elephant popu-
lation that had come to the base 
since it was established.

By using an ‘elephant early 
warning system’, park rangers 
working in the Mengyang 
Area of the Xishuangbanna 
National Nature Reserve re-
cently spotted a group of wild 
Asian elephants in search of 
food in the artificial ponds 
at Yuganba. The rangers 
immediately warned nearby 
villagers and reported to the 
Mengyang Management and 
Protection Administration. At 
15:47 that day, the elephants 
entered the Asian Elephant 

Food Source Base and began 
to forage and play in the arti-
ficially planted bamboo and 
mulberry tree groves. Statis-
tics show that the visitors con-
sisted of 20 Asian elephants, 
including eight babies and 
twelve adults.

To increase the food sup-
ply for Asian elephants, the 
Management and Protection 
Administration of Xishuang-
banna National Nature Re-
serve has planted and renewed 
1,500 mu (100 hectares) of 
bamboo and mulberry trees. 
The concentrated foraging 
area has helped prevent wild 
elephants from eating crops 
from nearby farms. Using the 
‘elephant early warning sys-
tem’, which is equipped with 
infrared cameras, authorities 
have effectively reduced “hu-
man-elephant conflicts”.

BY DAI ZHENGHUA

Xishuangbanna elephant 
feeding ground a success

BY LIU CHUNTAO

China’s Mohan Landport on the Sino-Lao Border   Photo by Zhang Tong                       

Wild elephants forage in the food source base. Photo by Dai Zhenghua                       

Journey of Yunnan 
matsutake to the North Pole
BY LIU ZIYU

BELT AND ROAD

BY WANG HUAN

“Wow! What a beautiful 
lake!” When the internation-
al students arrived at Napa 
Lake in northwest Yunnan’s 
Diqing on July 19, they all 
were amazed by the beauty 
of the “Plateau Pearl”. The 
visit to the lake was part of the 
Yunnan tour of “International 
Students Focus on China”.

Hasan, a student from Ban-

gladash and a photography 
lover said that Napa Lake is 
the paradise for photo taking. 
‘’So much greenery, clear wa-
ter, clean air and it helps clean 
my mind. There are also wild 
animals grazing. ‘’

Napa Lake was listed as 
the provincial-level nature 
reserve in 1984, with the goal 
of protecting rare and endan-
gered winter migratory birds 
and other wild animals. 

Beauty of Napa Lake wows 
visiting international students

BY LIU ZIYU


