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Diarra Boubacar comes from 
Mali, a country in West Africa. He has 
obtained his doctorate in traditional 
Chinese Medicine (TCM). When we 
met him, he was giving acupuncture to 
a patient at Dazhuang Hospital in Kai-
yuan City, Honghe Prefecture, Yunnan 
Province. He pressed the patient’s 
lumbar vertebrae while chatting with 
him in southern-accented Chinese. 
He quickly inserted a needle into the 
patient’s acupoint, an intern closely 
watching his every move.

Two decades on, Diarra has been 
providing free medical service to poor 
people in the border region of south-
west China. The locals affectionately 
call him “Mr. Di” or “Dr. Di”.

In 1964, Diarra was born into a 
doctor’s family in Mali. In the 1960s, a 
Chinese medical team brought TCM 
to his hometown. And he was amazed 
by acupuncture and cupping.

After graduating from university, 
Diarra followed in his father’s footsteps 
and became a general practitioner. In 
1984, he received a government schol-
arship along with 11 other students and 
came to study in China. Diarra studied 
at Guangzhou University of Chinese 
Medicine for eight years and obtained 
his master’s degree. Then he went to 
Chengdu University of Traditional 
Chinese Medicine, and received a doc-
toral degree in acupuncture three years 
later.

“Dr. Di’s external therapy and 
classical prescriptions are practical and 
easy to learn,” said Wang Jinfeng, head 
of the Dazhuang Hospital. “He teaches 
without reserve, and everyone loves to 
work with him.”

Diarra does not act like an outsider. 
Since the late 1990s, he has travelled 
all over the remote areas of Honghe 
and Nujiang prefectures. He has cu-
mulatively trained thousands of village 
doctors and provided countless poor 
people with free medical services. 
In addition, he has raised more than 
RMB ten million  worth of poverty 
alleviation materials. He also makes 
donations himself. 

“Dr. Di treats patients equally 
regardless of their diseases and where 
they live,” said Guo Yongjian, a friend 
of Diarra for many years. “He dug 
wells and built roads for poor villages. 
He even donated money for patients so 
that they could live in new houses.”

Diarra believes that TCM should 
go global. “I have always wanted to 
open a TCM hospital in Africa. Now 
the opportunity has come and it is time 
to do it,” he said. In a chance oppor-
tunity, he was referring to the Chinese 
government’s efforts to promote TCM 
overseas.

On February 14, 2016, the State 
Council of China reviewed and ap-
proved the Outline of the Strategic 
Plan on the Development of Tradi-
tional Chinese Medicine (2016-2030), 
which explicitly encouraged TCM 
institutions to participate in the Belt and 
Road Construction.

“China-Africa medical cooper-
ation has a long history. Africans are 
ready to accept TCM, and the con-
tinent is an ideal destination if TCM 
is to go global,” Diarra said. “It is my 
Chinese Dream, as well as my African 
Dream, to open a TCM hospital in 
Africa.”                                      (Xinhua)
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African doctor practices 
Chinese medicine in Yunnan

“The most important fea-
tures of Yunnan province, for 
me, are its diverse ecosystems 
and pleasant weather. They 
are conditions for green, sus-
tainable development,” said 
Wyatt Gordon.He made the 
comments after hearing that 
Yunnan aims to build itself 
into the most beautiful prov-
ince in China.

Gordon comes from the 
United States and is currently 
teaching English in Kun-
ming. He chose to stay in 
Yunnan because he loves this 
province. He has been to the 
ancient towns of Shaxi and 
Heijing. “Business, residential 
and green spaces are rationally 

split up. I think these two an-
cient towns have set examples 
for developing an eco-friendly 
tourism market.”

“Green, really green!” 
exclaimed U Myo Thu Hein, 
a reporter with the Myanmar 
News Agency who has paid 
two visits to the province. “On 
my journey, I saw lush moun-
tains and clear water every-
where.” He and his colleagues 
were so impressed with the 
natural beauty that they took 
many photos.

Khin Mg Oo, The general 
manager of Myanmar Paw 
Kywe Wa Tourism Company 
Limited has repeatedly visit-
ed the province as an expert. 
“Wherever I went, I saw clear 
lakes and a beautiful environ-

ment. I admire Yunnan peo-
ple’s determination to build 
an ecological civilization. I 

think the river chief system is 
a good idea,” he said with a 
thumbs-up gesture.

Sunil is an Indian student study-
ing in Yunnan. He said, “I wish 
I could capture the beauty of the 
province in pictures. It feels so good 
to be able to see beautiful mountains 
and water every day.” He does not 
doubt that Yunnan will become the 
most beautiful province in China. 
“The province has given birth to the 
story of Ashima. In my mind, it is 
already the most beautiful place.”

Souliyo Sengngam, a re-
porter with Vientiane Times, 
wishes that the countryside 
will be more and more beau-
tiful in the province. Once he 
was sent to Yunnan to cover 
an important event. “In the 
villages, people are honest and 
hospitable. They live happily 
in an idyllic environment,” he 
said.

Tourists are taking selfies in Kunming’s Daguan park. 
                                                                     Photo by Yang Zheng

“After eight years of hard 
work, we are ready to conclude 
the preservation and restoration 
of Prasat Ta Keo this August. 
We will hand over the temple 
to Cambodia this year,” said Jin 
Zhaoyu, a cultural relic engineer 
from the Chinese Academy 
Of Cultural Heritage who also 
works with the China-Cambodia 
Angkor Monuments Preserva-
tion Team.

“Its structural features and 
construction methods are like 
slices of time. Prasat Ta Keo 
is of unique value in that it 
demonstrates to the world the 
architectural prowess of the An-
gkor temple builders,” said Jin. 
The uniqueness of these ancient 
monuments also means greater 
challenges for Chinese experts.

Prasat Ta Keo was built a 
long time ago. Its main body is 
well preserved, but most of its 
halls, cloisters, corner towers and 
masonry have collapsed. Safe-
ty hazards are an ever-present 
concern. “Prasat Ta Keo was in-
geniously built, and every stone 
is uniquely laid. If one stone is 
in the wrong position, the gap 

will be greater and greater, and 
accurate repairs will be impos-
sible. Then we will have to start 
all over again. Our priorities are 
‘searching’ and ‘matching’. We 
search for the right stones and 
match them with the dilapidated 
parts in the perfectly correct posi-
tions,” Jin said.

“I measure the dimensions of 
every stone and the width of ev-
ery gap with a computer. By ac-
curately measuring and mapping, 
I search through the collapsed 
stones for ones that can fit in the 
gaps. Then we lay them again.”

A French tourist marvelled at 

the restoration work of Chinese 
experts. “They’ve done a stellar 
job. They’ve saved the soul of 
Prasat Ta Keo, and restored the 
temple to its original flavour.”

The Cambodian Minister of 
Culture and Fine Arts, Phoeurng 
Sackona, said, “We thank China 
for helping Cambodia protect 
the monuments of Angkor. I 
think that Chinese cultural relic 
restoration experts are brilliant, 
and they have won international 
recognition. Cambodian cultural 
relic repairers have learned a lot 
from their Chinese peers.”                            

                          (Xinhua)                                 

A group of international students posed for photos at the Tiger-leaping 
Gorge in northwest Yunnan’s Lijiang. Photo by Wang Huan

HI-TECH

On July 25th, the China 
Tourism Academy, together with 
the Ctrip Tourism Big Data Joint 
Laboratory, released the “2018 
China Summer Tourism Big Data 
Report”.Kunming was ranked 
the most popular summer resort 
in China this year.

According to the report, the 
top ten domestic summer resorts 
of 2018 are Kunming, Lijiang, 
Guiyang, Lanzhou, Xining, 
Qingdao, Qinhuangdao, Hohhot, 
Dalian and Hulun Buir. Among 
them, Kunming registered a sum-
mer resort popularity index of 
100, followed by Lijiang with 93. 

Yunnan to add more air routes to 
South, SE Asia

International students learn how to write Dongba characters.  
Photo by  Wang Huan

COOPERATION

CULTURE

Dongba writing is the 
world’s only pictographic writ-
ing system still in use. It is the 
unique writing system of the 
Naxi ethnic group in northwest 
Yunnan’s Lijiang City and is 
dubbed as the ‘living fossil’ of 
pictograph.

During the Yunnan tour of 
“International Students Focus on 
China” held recently, more than 
20 students from 18 countries 
visited Lijiang. They attended a 
special class of Dongba writing 
lectured by He Huaqiang, an 
experienced Dongba writing 
teacher in Yushui Village where 
Dongba culture originated.

The international students 

learned how to recognize the 
simple shape of Dongba charac-
ters and how to write them. Mr. 
He taught them the character 
‘dancing’, which looks like 
a man and a woman dancing 
happily together. As for the 
numbers, Naxi people has their 
own way to calculate, the dot 
and the X symbol represent spe-
cific numbers and it is easy for 
people to use these symbols to 
record numbers.

During the 30-minute class, 
the students were impressed by 
the lifelike Dongba characters. 
Ryuta Ichikawa from Japan 
even bought a Dongba dictio-
nary. “It is really interesting to 
learn ancient ethnic culture of 
China,” he said. 

BY WANG HUAN

Chinese cultural relic expert work on the restoration of Camboda’s Ta Keo 
Temple.   (Xinhua)                      

Yunnan ‘living fossil’ of 
pictograph touches int'l students

BEAUTIFUL YUNNAN

BY HAN CHENGYUAN

Foreign friends: We stay in Yunnan 
because we love it

T h e  h u m a n i t a r i a n 
emergency relief of the Chinese 
government's assistance for 
the flooded southern Laos was 
handed over to the Lao side on 
July 30 in Lao capital Vientiane.

The aid, carried by a 
Boeing-747 cargo plane of China 
Eastern Airlines, includes 100 
boats, 500 tents and 100 water 
clarifiers.

The relief handover ceremony 
was held at the airport apron of 
Vientiane Wattay International 
Airport.

Wang Wentian, Chinese 
ambassador to Laos, said at 
the ceremony that China and 
Laos are good brothers who 
can go through thick and 
thin together, and whenever 
there is hardship, the two 
nations always share the same 
hardship, and support each 
other.

The Chinese people are 
caring a lot about the situation 
of the Lao people in the disaster-
stricken south. To assist the Lao 
government's efforts to rescue 
and help the affected people, 
the Chinese government has 
decided to immediately provide 
humanitarian aid to the Lao side, 
the Chinese ambassador said.

"I hope that the relief, 
full of profound friendship 
from the Chinese people, will 

play a useful role in the Lao 
government's relief efforts," 
Wang said.

In her speech delivered at 
the ceremony, Lao Deputy 
Minister for Labor and Social 
Welfare Baikham Khattiya 
thanked China for its selfless 
and generous assistance.

After the floods in Attapeu 
Province in southern Laos broke 
out, China firstly offered Laos a 
helping hand, which once again 
reflects the sound friendship 
between the two governments and 
the two peoples, Baikham said, 
adding that the Lao side will make 
proper use of the Chinese relief 
supplies, to help the people in the 
disaster areas to resume normal 
production and living activities as 
soon as possible.

On July 23, a saddle dam 
of the Xe-Pian Xe-Namnoy 
hydroelectric power project, 
invested by South Korean, 
Thai and Lao companies, 
burst, unleashing 5 billion 
cubic meters of water from 
the mountain to 13 villages of 
Sanamxay district downstream 
the Xe Pian River, some 560 km 
southeast of Vientiane.

Six villages were almost 
submerged by the muddy flood 
with 13,000 villagers being 
affected. (Xinhua)

 China hands over 
massive emergency 

relief to Laos

Mainly living in SW China including Yunnan province, Yi people worship fire and celebrate the Torch Festival 
every year to pray for a good harvest. This year, the festival fell on August 5. In central Yunnan’s Chuxiong Yi Auton-
omous Prefecture, Yi people danced and sang around fires. And they held an ethnic costume exhibtion and show.   
Here Yi women danced in their traditional costumes. Photo by Huang Peng

Kunming becomes China's top 
summer destination

BY JIN ZHAOYU

Southwest China’s Yunnan 
Province plans to add 25 new 
air routes to Southeast Asia 
and South Asia before 2020 as 
part of an initiative to develop 
Yunnan into a regional air hub, 
according to the province’s 
Development and Reform 

Commission.
Of the 25 new routes, 17 are 

passenger air routes, linking 
Kunming, the provincial cap-
ital, to cities including Islam-
abad, Jakarta, and Haiphong. 
The other eight cargo routes 
will connect Kunming with cit-
ies such as Calcutta, Rangoon, 
and Ho Chi Minh City.

Yunnan, which borders 
Myanmar, Laos, and Viet-
nam, has already opened air 
routes to the capital cities of all 
Southeast Asian countries. The 
province also plans to increase 
the frequency of existing air 
routes to cities including Bang-
kok, Vientiane, and Hanoi.

  (Yunnangateway.com)                                 

Chinese restoration experts save soul of 
Angkor monuments

BY WANG SHIXUE

Xishuangbanna Airport introduces 
facial recognition check-in

“Please enter the passage. 
Now swipe your ID card. 
Here is your boarding pass.” 
Following the voice prompt, a 
passenger can complete a se-
curity check in a matter of just 
ten seconds. This is the scene 
on July 27th at Xishuangbanna 
Airport in Yunnan Province.

Smart check-in services 
have greatly simplified cus-
toms clearances and can save 
seven to 15 minutes for each 

passenger. Now, at Xishuang-
banna Airport, the first airport 
in China to introduce facial 
recognition customs clearance 
services, passengers without 
check-in baggage can select 
their seats online through the 
WeChat public account of 
the Yunnan Airport Group. 
When going through a securi-
ty check, they simply need to 
swipe their ID cards for facial 
recognition. Still, at the board-
ing gate, all that is required is 
a facial recognition scan.

BY HU XIAORONG
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