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In 1984, a plane took off in 
Melbourne, Australia and landed 
at Kunming Airport hours later. 
The passengers, some Australian 
Murray grey cattle, were “specially 
invited” by China’s agricultural 
authorities.

In 2015, at a cattle farm in 
Kunming’s Xiaoshao Township, 
Huang Bizhi, director of the Yun-
nan Provincial Academy of Grass-
land and Animal Science, pointed 
to a well-built bull and told our 
reporters, “This is a breeding bull 
from the ‘Yunling cattle’ and it has 
one-quarter ancestry of the Murray 
grey cattle.”

To develop a new variety, 
the genomic structure must be 
stabilised. The breeding process 
involves continuous separations 
and screenings. When cross-bred, 
two varieties will produce three 
cross-breeding sets, and three vari-
eties will produce nine cross-breed-
ing sets. As the cross-breeding per-
formances increase geometrically, 
the screenings and separations 
amount to a daunting project. Sim-
ply put, it takes five generations, or 
about 15 years, to stabilise the fine 
traits of a cattle variety. It will take 
another five years to cross-breed at 
least 1,500 cattle in different areas 
for comprehensive tests.

In the past 31 years, more than 
1,000 researchers and 28 research 
institutes participated in the breed-

ing of  “Yunling cattle”.
On December 8th, 2014, 

the former Chinese Ministry of 
Agriculture (MOA) officially 
issued the new variety certifi-
cate for Yunling cattle. In 2016, 
MOA identified Yunling cattle 
as the main southern beef cattle 
variety to be promoted during 
the “13th Five-Year Plan”. It 
indicated that Yunling cattle had 
shifted from the stage of scien-
tific experimentation to the stage 
of commercialisation.

“Yunling cattle now have-
ample provenances.We have 
established one state-level core 
breeding station and six multi-
plication stations.These facilities 
can breed more than 850 head 
of cattle on a yearly basis. Cur-
rently, the province has a 7,583 
head of purebred Yunling cattle 
in stock,” said the head of the 
Yunnan Provincial Department 
of Agriculture.

In the province’s Ximeng 
County, Yunling cattle are referred 
to as poverty alleviation cows. Lo-
cal farmers have participated in the 
promotion of this livestock variety 
in three ways. Namely, these are 
planting forage grass, raising the 
cattle and working at cattle farms. 
Today, for the breeding of Yunling 
cattle, the county has established 
a new industrial chain integrating 
government guidance, enterprise 
investment, farmer participation 
and market operations.
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Yunling cattle bring hope to 
farmers after 30 years of breeding

“I’ve been to many places 
in China, but none of them 
are like Lijiang. It not only 
has beautiful scenery, but also 
boasts the unique culture of 
the Naxi people. I’ll tell my 
colleagues about its beauty.” 
From July 27th to 29th, more 
than 40 diplomats and staff 
members from the United Na-
tions came to Lijiang City in 
Yunnan Province and partici-
pated in the UN China Study 
Programme 2018.

During the three-day event, 
the officials experienced Naxi 
Dongba culture, surveyed the 

development of the local tour-
ism industry and witnessed 
ecological protection efforts in 
places such as Lijiang Ancient 
Town, Sanshui Ancient Vil-
lage, the Tea-Horse Road and 
Yulong Snow Mountain. They 
were greatly impressed by the 
beautiful environment, cities 
and villages. 

When asked about her 
impressions of Lijiang, a UN 
official could not conceal her 
excitement. “My heart is in 
Lijiang!” she said. 

Over recent years, accord-
ing to Cui Maohu, Party Sec-

retary of the Lijiang Munic-
ipal Committee, Lijiang and 
the United Nations have main-
tained close ties and friendly 
exchanges. With the support 
of UNESCO, Lijiang has been 
recognized as a World Cul-
tural Heritage Site, a World 
Natural Heritage Site and a 
World Memory Heritage Site. 
These honours have expanded 
development opportunities for 
the city’s tourism industry.

“Lijiang is so beautiful. 
Three days are  far  f rom 
enough. Here scenes change 
with every step I take. I’m 

really fascinated,” said Dr. He 
Yong, who is in charge of the 
UN China Study Programme. 
Before the first day came to 
an end, he told many mem-
bers that he would come back 
someday. 

In Lijiang Ancient Town, a 
UN representative from Egypt 
exclaimed, “Lijiang is simply a 
paradise.” Before the tablet of 
Three Character Primer, the rep-
resentatives imitated the figures in 
the sculptures and posed for pho-
tos. They chatted in high spirits 
with local reception personnel in 
both Chinese and English along 

the way.
“This is the fifth time I have 

been in China, the second time 
I have come to Yunnan, and the 
first time I have visited Lijiang. 
I love the scenery, culture, food 
and weather here. I’m grateful for 
what the local government has 
done. I hope to come back soon,” 
said Mr. Akram. He is an official 
at the UN Department of the 
General Assembly and Confer-
ence Management. He hopes that 
more foreigners will learn about 
the culture of the Naxi people. 
(People's Daily Overseas 
Edition)

Passengers enter Kunming through Changshui International Airport. 
                                                                     Photo by Yang Zheng

Five years ago, Wu Wenwei, 
a millennial from Fujian prov-
ince, was studying at the School 
of Tourism and Culture at Yun-
nan University. At that time, he 
had his hematopoietic stem cells 
(HSC) sampled and registered 
in a Chinese bone marrow bank. 
In May 2018, his blood matched 
that of a 16-year-old leukaemia 
patient in Suzhou, Jiangsu. On 
July 26th, he donated 273 millili-
tres of his HSCs and became the 
165th HSC donator in Yunnan 
province and the 5th donor in Li-
jiang city.

On August 1st, in the Cat’s 
Sky City, a concept bookstore in 
Lijiang’s Shuhe Ancient Town 
where Wu works, a special shar-
ing session was held. The Red 
Cross Society granted Wu the 
title of ‘Outstanding Volunteer’ 
and presented him with a certifi-
cate of honour, along with prize 
money.

Wu, a handsome and out-
going young man, was born in 
1994 in Zhangzhou, Fujian. In 
2013, he was admitted to the 

School of Tourism and Culture 
at Yunnan University and ma-
jored in literature and journalism. 
Upon graduation in July 2017, he 
chose to work in Lijiang. From 
2013 to July 2018, he did not 
receive any news of a successful 
blood donation match. When the 
Red Cross Society finally did tell 
him that his HSCs matched those 
of a patient, he was very excited 
and readily accepted a series of 
pre-donation examinations.

On July 21st, Wu came to the 
Kunming General Hospital of 
the People’s Liberation Army 
and had his HSCs collected five 

days later. When the needle went 
into his vein, he was very proud. 
“It doesn’t hurt at all. Other 
volunteers and staff members at 
the Red Cross Society kept me 
company and encouraged me. 
And I was deeply touched,” he 
recalled.

After five hours and 45 min-
utes, his donation was complet-
ed. Wu’s HSCs were rushed to 
Suzhou by air.

At the sharing meeting, Wu 
explained how HSC donations 
work. He hopes that more people 
will donate their HSCs to save 
more lives.                                                    

CULTUREIn 2013, China proposed the 
Belt and Road Initiative, calling 
for more cooperation in connec-
tivity and aiming at achieving 
win-win outcomes.

Five years on, steady prog-
ress and tremendous changes 
have taken place in various areas 
including the air transportation.

The Kunming Changshui 
International Airport is a pri-
mary airport serving Kunming, 
the capital of southwest China’s 
Yunnan province. Since it was 
put into operation in 2012, it has 
become a gateway from China 
to South and Southeast Asia and 
a hub for many airways such as 
China Eastern Airlines, Lucky 
Air, Ruili Airlines, Thai Airways 
and Lao airways.

According to statistics, 
the airport handled 23 million 
passengers and 210 thousand 
tons of cargo in the first half of 
2018. The airline companies 
operate 350 flight routes from 
the airport, 76 of which are 
international routes connecting 
destinations in South and South-
east Asia and other regions. 

As more flight routes are 
opened and the regional connec-
tivity is strengthened, Yunnan 
has been brought closer to the 
world. Its organic produce such 
as matsutake, flowers, and 
vegetables are transported from 
the Kunming Changshui Inter-
national Airport to more foreign 
markets. And more and more 
overseas tourists fly to Yunnan 
to enjoy its cultural and natu-
ral beauty.   

Yunnan Cultural Industry Expo kicks off

Bullet train runs into Kunmingnan Railway Station.  
                                                                                         Photo by  Zhang Tong
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This year marks the 40th 
anniversary of China’s reform 
and opening up. Recalling his 
experience of studying in China 
over the past seven years, Song 
Zhicai, a Cambodian student, 
cannot help but praise the rapid 
development of the country.

Song came to China in 
2012 and is currently a doctoral 
student at Jilin Normal Univer-
sity. “Four decades on, as I’ve 
learned from my teachers and 
classmates, great changes have 
taken place in China. From bi-
cycles to conventional trains to 
high-speed rail, Chinese people 
have gone a long way.”

Song considers himself 
lucky because he witnessed the 
rapid development of China’s 
high-speed railway network. 
“You can book a ticket and se-
lect your seat on a mobile phone.

Then you travel at a speed of 
350 kilometres per hour. The 
development of China’s trans-
portation system is incredible,” 
he said.

“You can also travel on free-
ways,” he said. “Now freeways 
can take you to any city in the 
country. It is both cheap and safe to 
travel by coach.”

In the past, to return to 
Phnom Penh from Jilin, he 
had to transfer in Shanghai or 
Guangzhou. Now he has more 
options. He can fly direct to 
Cambodia from many Chi-
nese cities. The fare is much 
cheaper, and he can often have 
discounts.

“Wherever you are, you can 
take a bus, a taxi or the Met-
ro. Or you can use the online 
taxi-hailing services. Shared 
bicycles are everywhere,” Song 
said. “Transportation is so con-
venient in China!” 

BY LIU RONG

Wu Wenwei was awarded a certificate by Lijiang Red Cross.   (Xinhua)                      

 “Transportation is so convenient 
in China”

BEAUTIFUL YUNNAN

"My heart is in Lijiang"
In an old industrial factory with 

broken windows and doors, Geng 
Jiasheng and his colleagues are 
producing mobile, eco-friendly 
toilets.

Geng, 55, is a lathe operator 
at Yunnan Metallurgical 
Kunming Heavy Industry 
Co., Ltd., which has been 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c a s t i n g 
m a c h i n e s ,  c r a n e s  a n d 
other heavy equipment for 
mining, metallurgy, and road 
construction since 1958.

The company, located in 
Kunming, the capital of southwest 
China's Yunnan Province, 
however, ran into trouble over the 
past several years because sales 
of heavy mechanical products 
plummeted, leaving several 
workshops idle.

At the end of 2015, the 
company began to research and 
develop new products, among 
which eco-friendly toilets were 
chosen as the perfect product 
for the company's reform for 
revival.

"We didn't really know 
much about producing eco-
friendly toilets back then, 
but we knew they had huge 
market potential," said Peng 
Yong, general manager of the 
company.

"The outdated toilets in 
downtown areas and scenic 
spots were not convenient for the 
public," said Peng, "Both local 

people and tourists needed better 
toilets."

"What's more, the 'toilet 
revolution' advocated by the central 
government has brought us many 
opportunities," Peng added.

The Chinese government 
launched its "toilet revolution" 
across the country in 2015 with 
an aim to make public facilities 
cleaner and better regulated.

After setting goals for reform, 
the company selected staff from 
different posts to form a research 
team, with Geng serving as team 
leader.

"Reform is no easy job, 
but we have cooperated with 
other companies and brought 
in technical resources," 
said Peng, adding that the 
automatic production line, 
with an investment of over 30 
million yuan (about 4.4 million 
U.S. dollars), has started mass 
production.

Meanwhile, Geng's team 
continues to upgrade their 
products. The fourth generation 
toilet can be used by more than 
400 people every day.

"We received our first order 
of 50 toilets from the government 
of Zhaoyang district in northeast 
Yunnan last year," Geng said. "We 
will continuously improve our 
products to guarantee their quality 
and provide convenience for 
users."

                                       (Xinhua)

Ethnic music performance during the expo are very attractive. Photo by Yang Zheng

Kunming Airport brings Yunnan 
closer to the world

BY HAN CHENGYUAN

On August 9th, the Yun-
nan Cultural Industry Expo 
(YCIE) 2018 was declared 
open. All pavilions were 
filled with handicrafts, high-
tech devices, animated comic 
productions and other cultural 
and creative products. These 
exhibits showcased the rapid-
ly developing cultural indus-
tries of Yunnan province. The 
expo also highlighted local 
cultural heritage and demon-
strated Yunnan people’s con-
fidence in the future.

More than 1,200 cultur-
al companies at home and 
abroad participated in the 
event, making the YCIE the 
largest cultural festival in the 
province. Visitors were bom-

barded with innovative and 
ingenious ideas at the venue. 
In No. 6 Pavilion, dedicated 
to Kunming culture, science, 
technology, VR, AR and CR 
technologies were employed 
to present local history and 
the heritage of ancient build-
ings in new ways.

In No. 1 Pavilion, jewels and 
jade carvings, jadeite, rubies, sap-
phires, emeralds and red agate 
objects attracted a large number 
of visitors. In No. 2 Pavilion, 
which specialised in handicraft 
articles, some 20 artists from 
China, Japan and South Korea 
revealed to an amazed audience 
100 sets of wonderful wood-fired 
pottery works.

At the First Lijiang Ancient 
Town Art Bazaar, the only 
YCIE offsite event located 

outside of Kunming, a series 
of public performances were 
staged. Visitors feasted their 
eyes and ears on presentations 
featuring intangible cultural 
heritage items, folk songs and 
Naxi wedding customs. There 
was also live music, magic 
tricks and saxophone solos 
by foreign artists such as a 
Scottish three-person synth-
pop band. The traditions of 
an ancient civilization and the 
modern arts were blended, 
and tourists, local people and 
businesses were all actively 
involved. In addition, featured 
cultural activities were held at 
the Yunfang Cultural and Cre-
ative Industry Park and the 871 
Cultural and Creative Industry 
Park, making this year’s YCIE 
even more exciting.

Millennial kindles "flame of life"

Costume festival highlights ethnic culture

The 2018 Colorful Yunnan 
Ethnic Costume Cultural Festival 
closed in Chuxiong Yi Autono-
mous Prefecture on August 4. The 
four-day activity displayed more 
than 400 costumes, offering the 
audience a unique “ethnic costume 
feast”.

During the festival, a total of  
211 sets of traditional ethnic cos-
tumes and 214 sets of creative eth-
nic costumes from 16 cities and pre-
fectures in Yunnan province were 
staged. As part of the festival, the 
design drawings and embroidery 
displays attracted 183 sets of design 

drawings and 154 embroidery 
products from all over the province.

Yunnan has the most ethnic 
groups among all the provinces, 
municipalities and autonomous re-
gions in China. There are 25 ethnic 
minority groups living in the prov-
ince, of which 15 is indigenous 
and found nowhere else in the 
country. Costumes are one of the 
best reflections of different culture, 
custom and history. 

For the past few years, Yunnan 
has been developing festive activities 
and cultural creative brands by taking 
advantage of the abundant resources 
of ethnic culture, which has in-
creased local people’s income. 

40th ANNIVERSARY OF REFORM AND OPENING UP
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 Eco-friendly toilets revive heavy 
industry company in Yunnan


