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Mu Yajuan is 30 and is 
an increasingly well-known 
artist. More than 40 of her 
works have been collected by 
a dozen foreign and domestic 
buyers.

Mu Yajuan was born in 
Gongshan Dulong Autono-
mous County in the depths of 
the Nujiang Canyon. When 
she was still a toddler, she 
would draw on the floor or 
paper whenever she could. 
She remembers being ob-
sessed with beautiful shapes 
and colours since childhood. 
Perhaps she has a gift for 
painting. 

Upon graduating from 
high school, she was admit-
ted to the Sichuan Academy 
of Fine Arts to study realistic 
and rigorous traditional aca-
demic painting.But she also 
tried something other than oil 
painting.

After graduating from the 
Sichuan Academy of Fine 
Arts, she travelled all over 
the country. In 2012, she 
went to Shanghai, which sits 
at the forefront of contem-
porary art in China.Through 
the most international social 
platform in the city, she co-
operated with both American 
and Italian design companies. 
Later, she found opportuni-
ties to study and live abroad, 

which greatly broadened her 
horizon. In those years, she 
absorbed everything like a 
sponge and grew quickly. 
What she saw and heard 
completely overturned her 
understanding of painting 
techniques and art.

MuYajuan’s style and 
concept of artistic creation is 
deeply influenced by Yunnan 
province’s ethnic culture. But 
she draws on traditions from 
Chinese and Western culture. 
Years on, she has gradually 
identified her artistic orienta-
tion and developed her own 
painting style.

Now, Mu Yajuan mainly 
lives and works in Shanghai, 
Yunnan and Singapore. The 
three different environments 
represent three distinctive 
cultures. The different loca-
tions constantly inspire her.

“I went out. I have re-
turned. Now I love my home-
town even more,” said Mu 
Yajuan. In her works, you can 
see Chinese traditional spir-
its, ideas and techniques, as 
well as passionate, colourful 
and earnest ethnic cultures. 
She hopes that her paintings 
can introduce the ethnic cul-
ture of her hometown to the 
world, so that more people 
will know how beautiful 
Yunnan is and understand the 
depth of China’s art and cul-
ture. 
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Mu Yajuan: Interpreting the 
beauty of a hometown’s colours

On a map of China, the 
Yangtze River is like a green 
ribbon or a golden belt. To-
day, tens of thousands of river 
chiefs guard the mother river 
of the Chinese nation.

But the river chiefs are fac-
ing great pressure. Along the 
Yangtze River Economic Belt, 
which accounts for 40 percent 
of the country’s population 
and GDP, urban density is 2.16 
times the national average.

“In 2016, the Chinese cen-
tral government proposed the 
strategy of promoting well-co-
ordinated environmental 
conservation measures while 
avoiding excessive develop-
ment for the Yangtze Econom-
ic Belt. It was exciting news.” 

According to Wu Daopan, 
Party secretary and general 
river chief of Chongqing’s  
Bishan District, a tributary of 
the Yangtze called the Bi’nan 
River which was once so se-
riously polluted that no one 
would live by it. In the past 
few years, the local govern-
ment shut down some com-
panies, rejected some project 
proposals and built wetland 
parks. Now the water quality 
has returned to Grade IV, and 
the improved environment has 
attracted many developers.

New ideas bring about 
institutional innovation. In 
December 2016, China issued 
the Opinions on Full Imple-
mentation of the River Chief 

System. On the New Year’s 
Eve of 2017, President Xi 
Jinping announced that “river 
chiefs” would be appointed 
across China to protect water 
resources against pollution. 
Later, the river chief system 
was included in the report on 
the work of the government, 
indicating that the battle 
against water pollution had 
become a national plan. 

Today, in most cases, prin-
cipal leaders at all levels are 
acting as river chiefs. With the 
implementation of the river 
chief system, tens of thou-
sands of people are doing a 
great job of protecting water 
resources from pollution. 

The rivers are like blood 

vessels. If its upper reaches 
are polluted, the Yangtze Riv-
er cannot stay healthy. “In the 
past, if the water quality of the 
upper reaches was not up to 
standard, people in the lower 
reaches would suffer but were 
unable to do anything. Now 
if that happens, polluters will 
be held accountable.” Today, 
according to Wu Tao, deputy 
mayor of Kunming and river 
chief of Dianchi Lake, pollut-
ants at the junction of districts 
and counties are monitored, 
and related data is reported on 
a monthly basis. If the water 
quality is not up to standard, 
the responsible party will be 
subject to penalties.

With the river chief system 

in place, multi-party water 
governance has been replaced 
by a united water management 
system. Coordination mech-
anisms have gradually been 
established between the upper 
and lower reaches of the river. 
According to the Agreement 
on Horizontal Ecological 
Compensation of the Chishui 
River Basin—the first in-
ter-provincial ecological com-
pensation agreement in China 
—Yunnan, Guizhou and Sich-
uan provinces have agreed to 
allocate 200 million yuan for 
the ecological management of 
inter-provincial rivers flowing 
through the basin. 

 (Economic Information 
Daily) 

On the afternoon of August 17, 
2015, an abandoned newborn ele-
phant was found by an old woman 
in her firewood shed in Ganlanba 
Village of Simao District, Pu’er 
City. The baby elephant looked 
feeble, and its umbilical cord was 
festering. The woman gave the 
animal water and called a wildlife 
rescue station.

Rescuers rushed to the scene. 
Upon examination, they found 
that a serious infection in the 
baby elephant’s umbilical cord 
had caused further abdominal 
infections and ulceration. In 
addition, the baby was also 
suffering from malnutrition, 
arrhythmia, possible heart failure 
and showed symptoms of shock 
as well.

The baby elephant was sent 
to the Asian Elephant Breeding 
and Rescue Centre in the Wild 
Elephant Valley of Xishuang-
banna. Thanks to scientific 
treatment and careful nursing, its 
medical conditions were soon 
under control. As its physical 
health improved, the baby ele-
phant’s spirits improved. Since 
she was born in the year of the 
sheep and lived on sheep’s milk, 
the baby elephant was named 
“Sheep Girl”.

To everyone’s delight, 
“Sheep Girl” has grown health-
ily from 76 kilograms to more 
than 700 kilograms. Now she 
eats 14 kilograms of sheep’s 
milk, as well as bananas, dragon 
fruit and a variety of wild plant-
severy day.

Last year, “Sheep Girl” fin-
ished her feralisation training 
and was released into the wild. 
It was rainy that day. As “Sheep 
Girl” stretched her front legs, 
bent her hind legs and slipped 
downhill as if on a slippery slide, 
a staff member at the Asian 
Elephant Breeding and Rescue 

Centre shot a video with his 
mobile phone. When uploaded 
to the Internet, the video quickly 
went viral at home and abroad. 
Now “Sheep Girl” has her own 
social media account, now has 
more than 380,000 fans.

On August 12 of this year, 
World Elephant Day, 300 volun-
teers from all over China came 
to Xishuangbanna to celebrate 
the third birthday of “Sheep 
Girl”.They made a “birthday 
cake” with bananas, apples and 
pineapples to wish “Sheep Girl” 
good health in the days to come.                                  

                                 (Xinhua)

Recently, an infraredcam-
era trap in the Gaoligongshan 
National Nature Reserve 
captured images of an Asiatic 
golden cat.

The animal was filmed at 
4,280 metres above sea level, 
while the highest altitude of 
this species’ activities ever 
recorded in other countries is 
3,960 metres. The Asian gold-
en cat is about 90 centimetres 
long. It usually lives alone and 
is very elusive. It is consid-
ered a “hunting master” in the 
jungle.

According to Dr. Li Quan 

from the Kunming Institute of 
Zoology, Chinese Academy of 
Sciences, the Asiatic golden 
cat is a second-class pro-
tected species in China. The 
IUCN Red List of Threatened 
Species has classified it as a 
near-threatened species. The-
activities of this species in the 
alpine shrubs of Gaoligong 
Mountains (frigid climate) 
show that the unique vertical 
climatic belts in the Hengduan 
Mountainous Region are con-
ducive to the formation and 
protection of biodiversity.      

                             (Xinhua)

I've witnessed rapid changes in China

A passenger is using robot to check flight infomation in Kunming airport. 
                                                                                         Photo by  Zhang Tong

NEW ENERGY

Kunming Changshui Inter-
national Airport has improved 
its passenger experience rap-
idly in recent years with cut-
ting-edge technologies such as 
facial recognition.

The airport  launched 
mobile phone check-in in 
2014, making itself one of 
the earliest in China offering 
this kind of service. Now, 
passengers can check in 
via WeChat, they can get 
on board by scanning the 
QR code instead of using a 
traditional boarding pass. 
Moreover, facial recognition 
technology has been integrat-
ed into security checkpoints 
in the airport, helping to 
get passengers on their way 
more quickly. In the near fu-
ture, Kunming Airport plans 
to use facial recognition in 

boarding gates, in a bid to 
enhance passenger services.

Other technologies are 
also applied to provide pas-
sengers with better service. 
The intelligent interactive 
passenger information ser-
vice platform can remind 
passengers of the real-time 
status about their flights, the 
average queuing time of each 
security check channel, and 
the walking distance to the 
boarding gate.

To create a better flight 
experience for passengers 
with children, Kunming Air-
port has upgraded its moth-
er-and-baby rooms. These 
rooms are now equipped 
with a variety of intelligent 
devices. In addition, profes-
sional nursery teachers are 
always ready to help young 
parents. (Spring City Eve-
ning News)

BY LIU ZIYU

Mu Yajuan is drawing a painting.   Photo by Li Xiuchun                    

Technologies improve 
experience in Kunming airport

YANGTZE RIVER ECONOMIC BELT

Asiatic golden cat appears in 
Gaoligong Mountains

River chiefs guarding the Yangtze River
2018 marks five years 

of China’s Belt and Road 
Ini t ia t ive  (BRI) ,  which 
was launched by Chinese 
President Xi Jinping’s visit 
to  Kazakhstan in  2013. 
Since then, the BRI has 
become a centerpiece of 
China’s foreign policy. This 
endeavor consists of five 
key components, namely 
infrastructure development, 
strengthening political 
cooperation, uninterrupted 
t r a d e  t i e s ,  f i n a n c i a l 
integration and people-to-
people exchanges. The BRI 
is an ambitious initiative to 
revive the ancient Silk Road 
Economic Belt across Eurasia 
and the Maritime Silk Road 
across Southeast Asia, the 
Indian Ocean, the Middle 
East and Africa. According 
to various estimates, it covers 
two thirds of the world’s 
population. It also covers six 
corridors spanning across 
Asia, Europe and Africa.

 One would argue, why 
has BRI become a corner 
stone of China’s foreign 
policy? Why is China so 
committed to invest billions of 
dollars for this grand strategy? 
The significance of BRI needs 
to be understood in the context 
of President Xi’s “China 
Dream” that is rejuvenation 
of a China that is prosperous 
and well engaged with the 
international society. In the 
first decade of 21st century 
many scholars argued that 
21st century will be an Asian 
century; a grand strategy like 
BRI can really prove that 
it is Asia’s century. It can 
be argued that even if BRI 
succeeds to a small extent, it 
could draw the wider region 
into a virtuous cycle of trade 
and prosperity.

Over the past five years, 
the BRI has started to become 
a reality. During these five 
years, numerous infrastructure 

development projects—
building high-speed railways 
and roads for connectivity—
have been initiated in countries 
involved in BRI routes. Since 
the start of BRI, hundreds of 
freight trains have made trips to 
different cities in Europe. Under 
BRI, China and Thailand have 
jointly initiated a high-speed 
railway project from Bangkok 
to Northeastern Province of 
Nakhon Ratchasima to improve 
transportation infrastructure. 
There are several  other 
infrastructure projects in other 
Southeast Asian countries. For 
instance, Jakarta-Bandung high-
speed railway in Indonesia and 
China-Laos Railway among 
others.

BRI’s  recogni t ion  i s 
growing both within and 
outside China. According 
to  Center  for  S t ra teg ic 
and International Studies, 
f rom 2014 to 2017,  the 
a w a r e n e s s  o f  B R I  h a s 
t r ip led  in  in ternat ional 
arena. The best example 
of  BRI’s  recogni t ion is 
through China’s successful 
hosting of the BRI summit 
in 2017 which was attended 
by almost 30 world leaders 
and representatives from 
nearly 110 countries. One 
could argue that the BRI 
has brought a spectacular 
opportunity to the region of 
Belt and Road countries to 
break free from the vicious 
cycle of poverty and under-
d e v e l o p m e n t .  B R I  h a s 
brought great opportunity 
for the developing countries 
e s p e c i a l l y  l a n d l o c k e d 
countries in Central Asia to 
connect with other markets 
th rough  th i s  endeavor. 
(The author is Asif Amin, 
a doctoral candidate at 
School of International 
and Public Affairs, Jilin 
University in Changchun, 
China.  Abridged from 
China Daily)                                       

In recent years, Yunnan is making greater efforts in developing its green energy industry. Here college students are 
experiencing new engegy car produced in Yunnan. Photo by Yang Zheng

I am a doctoral student from 
Laos. In the past 12 years, a 
Chinese government scholarship 
has enabled me to complete my 
undergraduate education and ob-
tain my master’s degree. I have 
witnessed and experienced Chi-
na’s rapid economic and social 
development. 

In 2005, when I first came 
to China, it took me three days 
and two nights to travel from 
Kunming to Tianjin by train. I 
thought that China is really a big 
country. Three years later, how-
ever, China launched the Bei-
jing-Tianjin intercity train, which 
was designed with a speed of 
350 kilometres per hour. If such 

a high-speed train would run in 
Laos, what an exciting experi-
ence it would be! 

When I was admitted to the 
University of International Busi-
ness and Economics (UIBE), 
there were just four metro lines 
in Beijing. Now the number in 
the city has increased to seven-
teen. I can board the metro right 
at the main gate of our university, 
which is located between the 
third and fourth ring roads in 
northeast Beijing. 

Once I was travelling in 
a Chinese city and saw the 
slogan,“Mao Zedong helped 
the Chinese people stand up, 
and Deng Xiaoping helped us 

become rich”. I think this is the 
voice of hundreds of thousands 
of Chinese people. Indeed, re-
form and opening up has brought 
about tremendous changes in 
China and made Chinese people 
rich. As a foreign student study-
ing in China, I really admire 
Chinese President Xi Jinping, 
who calls on the people of all 
countries to build a community 
with a shared future for mankind. 
He also wants to build an open, 
inclusive, clean and beautiful 
world that enjoys lasting peace, 
universal security and common 
prosperity. (Told by Nuopeng 
from Laos and written by 
Yang Chunmei)

Twist of fate for wild elephant "Sheep Girl"
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Belt and Road Initiative 
five years later

Tourists are feeding wild elephants in Xishuangbanna Asian Elephant 
Breeding and Rescue Center. Photo by Dai Zhenghua
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