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The Yunnan snub-nosed 
monkey is a protected species 
living in Baima Snow Mountain 
National Nature Reserve. In the 
reserve, you will see a 51-year-
old Tibetan man with a dark 
complexion and gray hair. His 
name is Zhong Tai. In Novem-
ber, he will have worked in the 
reserve for 35 years. If you want 
to learn about Yunnan snub-
nosed monkeys, you might as 
well consult him, because he 
is of the same age as the nature 
reserve and is a protector of the 
monkeys.

Zhong Tai is currently di-
rector of the Weixi Branch of 
the Baima Snow Mountain Na-
tional Nature Reserve Admin-
istration. He is the first person 
to systematically research the 
living habits of Yunnan snub-
nosed monkeys, and is on the 
eighth list of China’s National 
Model Civil Servants.

Over the past 35 years, 
Zhong Tai has built up an in-
credible list of stories. Once he 
was trapped in a heavy snow for 
days, and had just one potato for 
each meal. It was more than 20 
degrees below zero at night, and 
he had to sleep on a mattress-
placed over thick ice.

“I owe too much to my fam-
ily. When my child was born, 

I was out searching for snub-
nosed monkeys in the mountains. 
I didn’t participate in the growth 
of my child. I have also had dif-
ficulties fulfilling my duties as a 
son for my parents,” Zhong Tai 
said with tears in his eyes.

Today, the population of 
snub-nosed monkeys in the 
reserve is increasing, but Zhong 
Tai still works in the thick forest 
every day. He has done more for 
snub-nosed monkeys than his 
job requires. Such work is insep-
arable from his great enthusiasm 
for ecological protection and 
his intense love of snub-nosed 
monkeys.

When people praise him, 
Zhong Tai shrugs and say she 
is just doing what he enjoys 
doing. “It is rewarding to 
protect Yunnan snub-nosed 
monkeys. My job has enabled 
me to meet many people who 
love nature and care for ani-
mals. They are kind-hearted 
and responsible. Their influ-
ence has made me what I am. 
Their spirit has benefited me 
the most,” he explains.Zhong 
Tai was referring to his col-
leagues, including scientists 
who are dedicated to studying 
Yunnan snub-nosed monkeys. 
He also mentions caring peo-
ple, such as the forest rangers 
in Xiangguqing and volun-
teers from all over the country. 
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On September 2, local time, 
“Shared Future”, the first ever 
documentary on the Belt and Road 
Initiative, premiered at the main 
venue of the Venice International 
Film Festival on Lido Island.

In the evening, several hun-
dred representatives from film 
companies, as well as distributors, 
producers, film critics and main-
stream media from more than 
30 countries attended. Audience 
members hailed from countries 
such as Italy, France, Germany, 
the UK, the US, Japan and Spain 

and viewed a presentation and 
three clips from the documentary. 

Over the course of 24 hours, 
the film takes the audience on a 
tour from the birthplace of man-
kind, East Africa, to Europe, from 
China’s Xinjiang to Central Asia, 
from the North Pole to South 
America. It vividly relates the 
stories of ordinary people in Belt 
and Road countries. 

In the early morning, the first 
rays of dawn shine on Kenya 
in East Africa, the birthplace of 
mankind. A 12-year-old girl who 
loves painting watches for the 
first time as a modern train speeds 

by her hometown. She tries her 
best to catch the train. 

At noon, a Uyghur boy in 
China’s Xinjiang city of Kash-
gar, a major town on the Silk 
Road, plays basketball in the 
labyrinth of his ancient city. He 
does this every day because he 
wishes to see his role model, 
Yao Ming. 

In the afternoon, the film 
takes the audience to Cuenca, 
Spain. Santos, 68, is the last 
artisan to still create handmade 
paper in the country. After ful-
filling his final order, the old 
man puts up a notice on the 

door, saying that his shop will 
be closed for some time. He 
will travel to China, where pa-
permaking originated, to solve 
some puzzles in his mind. 

In the evening, the film 
takes the audience to the 
world’s highest observatory 
– ALMA in Chile. Professor 
Figo, 38, is an astronomer 
obsessed with the exploration 
of the stars. He hopes to make 
a special gift for his daughter 
from the star-studded sky. 

World-famous director, Mar-
tin Campbell, said, “My films are 
for people all over the world. I 

shoot them around the world, and 
many of them are about collisions 
and conflicts. Today I’ve seen 
another film for the world, but it’s 
about the cooperation between 
different civilizations. This film 
is inspiring. It focuses on a global 
theme and will appeal to a global 
audience.”

“Shared Future” is the first 
documentary set in the context of 
the Belt and Road Initiative. The 
filmmaking team is composed of 
senior documentary creators from 
China, the US and the UK. The 
film is expected to be released in 
the first half of 2019.

September 10-12, participants 
at the 2018 Bangladesh-China 
Youth Camp visited Jianshui 
County in Yunnan Province’s 
Honghe Prefecture. During the 
three-day event, they experienced 
traditional Chinese architecture and 
Confucian culture, as well as the 
natural beauty of the region.

The Temple of Confucius in Ji-
anshu, founded during the 22nd year 
of the Zhiyuan reign of the Yuan 
Dynasty (1285), is more than 700 
years old. At the Temple, the visiting 
Bangladeshi students attended lec-
tures on Chinese studies, as well as a 
guqin concert. They not only learned 
about Confucian classics, but also 
tried their hand at making rubbings. 

Ali, 30, now studies Chinese at 
the CRI-SMF Confucius Classroom 
in Bangladesh. As early as 2015, he 
studied Chinese at China’s Zhejiang 
University for a year. He said fluent 
Chinese, “I hope I can win a schol-
arship to study in China again. I’m 
currently acting as an interpreter in 
Bangladesh.”

According to Ali, more and 
more Chinese companies are 

operating in Bangladesh, and they 
have increased the employment and 
income levels of the local people. To 
communicate with Chinese people, 
Ali has his own WeChat account. 
His profile photo is a combination of 
the Bangladeshi Chinese flags. The 
personalized signature on his mo-
ments reads “We need to help each 
other” in Chinese. 

Ali has seen increasing ex-
changes between China and Ban-
gladesh in recent years. Besides 
cultural exchanges, Chinese com-

panies has built many infrastructure 
projects in his country. “China has 
helped us build roads and bridges. 
We are very grateful. When I come 
to China next time, I hope to visit 
Shanghai and Beijing,” Ali said.

Ahsana Angona, from the 
University of Dhaka, was deeply 
impressed by the purple pottery of 
Jianshui. “As a student of fine arts, 
I’m very interested in Chinese ink 
painting. I study Chinese on the 
Internet. I hope to study in China in 
the future.” 

Yunnan Province continues to 
promote the sales of Pu’er tea, cof-
fee and other regional products on 
its “Travel in Yunnan” app. This 
is done in order to meet tourist de-
mand for smart shopping services. 
The app will further move towards 
an “e-commerce” model and 
introduce local products to more 
people. 

So far, 15 Pu’er tea products 
have been added to the app’s 
shopping function. They cover 
the three core production areas 
of Pu’er, Xishuangbanna and 
Lincang. The app platform strictly 
controls the selection of enterpris-
es and commodities. To ensure the 
quality of all products, only honest 

enterprises with good brand rep-
utations are accepted. A Pu’er tea 
expert group is responsible for 
screening all submitted products, 
and in addition, the platform has 
introduced a third-party testing 
organization to conduct random 
inspections of commodities. 
This is to ensure all warehoused 
products meet national food stuff 
inspection standards. To guarantee 
the rights and interests of online 
consumers, once there are com-
plaints or return and refund rates 
of any product exceed a certain 
point, credit ratings of the con-
cerned enterprises will be reduced. 
When an enterprise’s credit rating 
fall below a specified limit, the 
platform will remove its products 
from digital shelves. 

China, Myanmar sign MOU to build 
economic corridor

Lobsang Tashi is hammering the artworks.         Photo by  Li Wenjun                                                                                         

CULTURE

Three hammers, with hand 
imprints on the handles, have been 
kept at the house of  Lobsang Tashi 
for more than 600 years.

 “This imprint here is the ev-
idence of the development of the 
traditional technique from genera-
tion to generation,” Lobsang Tashi 
said proudly while stroking the 
hammers in the showcase.

Lobsang Tashi, 55, is the 
14th-generation inheritor of tra-
ditional metal casting technique 
in northwest Yunnan’s Diqing 
Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture. 
He was among the first batch 
of provincial inheritors of intan-
gible cultural heritage and also 
a provincial master of art and 
crafts in Yunnan.

Five of Lobsang Tashi’s 
works have been collected by 
Chinese National Museum of 
Ethnology. To get a Tibetan 
knife forged by him, one has to 
order in advance and wait for 
years. And Lobsang Tashi has 
promoted overseas the unique 

intangible cultural heritage.
Lobsang Tashi’s factory lies 

in Deqin County, northwest Yun-
nan’s Diqing Tibetan Autonomous 
Prefecture. There, workers were 
processing accessories, while Lob-
sang was finalizing the design of 
tags for twelve zodiac signs.

As a provincial work station 
for technicians, the factory also 
provides three training sessions 
annually. Thanks to his fame, Lob-
sang Tashi is invited to host at least 
100 wedding ceremonies every 
year.

The most worthy doing, for 
Lobsang Tashi, is to pass down the 
fine craftsmanship in Tibetan cul-
ture. With the support from local 
cultural authorities and institutions, 
he has set up a protection and study 
center for Tibetan metal techniques 
in the Deqin County seat.

Lobsang Tashi takes the 
family inheritance seriously. 
He urged his two sons that 
one of them should come back 
and he’s going to pass down 
the craftsmanship to the next 
generation.

BY XIONG YAN

Zhong Tai is publicizing the protection of the monkeys to pupils.  
                                                                                                        Photo by Chen Fei                 

Lobsang Tashi sees bright 
future for his handicraft

BELT AND ROAD

Local products sell well on 
“Travel in Yunnan” app

Belt and Road documentary
 "Shared Future” draws attention in Venice On September 10 at 8am, 

train tickets for the Guangzhou-
Shenzhen-Hong Kong high-
speed rail began to be sold across 
mainland China and Hong Kong. 
On September 23, the high-speed 
rail's Hong Kong section will 
go into operation and connect 
the mainland with Hong Kong. 
Passengers will also be able to 
travel directly from Kunming to 
Hong Kong. A train ride from 
Kunmingnan Railway Station to 
Kowloon West Railway Station 
will last 7.5 hours, and a second-
class ticket will cost 750.5 yuan. 

As an important part of 
China's high-speed rail network, 
the Guangzhou-Shenzhen-
Hong Kong high-speed rail has 
a total length of 141 kilometres. 
This includes 115 kilometres 
in mainland China and 26 
kilometres in Hong Kong. Upon 
going into operation, the line 
will be connected with more 
than 40 stations in Kunming, 
Beijing, Shanghai, Shijiazhuang, 
Zhengzhou, Wuhan, Changsha, 
Hangzhou, Nanchang, Fuzhou, 
Xiamen, Shantou, Guiyang, Guilin 
and other cities. 

Yunnan Province boasts 232 
state-level scenic areas and is 
rich in tourism resources. The 
Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong 
Kong high-speed rail will bring 

more tourists to the province 
and further promote its tourism 
industry. Since the Kunmingnan 
Railway Station went into 
operation on December 28, 2016, 
the province has joined the national 
high-speed rail network. High-
speed railway travel has become 
the first choice for tourists. This 
summer alone, the China Railway 
Kunming Bureau Group registered 
a total passenger throughput of 
11.996 million, and a high-speed 
rail passenger throughput of 5.989 
million. Among all the high-speed 
rail lines, the Kunming-Chuxiong-
Dali high-speed rail, which was 
opened to traffic on July 1, is the 
most popular with domestic and 
foreign tourists in western Yunnan. 

With its unique location 
advantages, Yunnan is a vital 
passage connecting China with 
South and Southeast Asia, as well 
as an important node of the Trans-
Asian railway. As the province's 
high-speed rail network continues 
to improve and the China-Laos 
railway advances steadily, Yunnan 
is becoming an international 
transportation hub. This will 
effectively promote policies, 
infrastructure, trade, finances and 
people-to-people connectivity 
between Yunnan and South and 
Southeast Asian countries.All of 
these will help to build the province 
into a pivot of China's opening up 
to South and Southeast Asia.                           

Yunnan is home to 26 ethnic groups, the most in China. Its rich ethnic culture is just like a creative incubator for ex-
cellent dances and songs. Almost every ethnic group in Yunnan has its own unique songs and dances. Here is a 
photo taken in the 12th Yunnan Youth Actors Competition which kicked off on September 19.     
                                                                                                                                                                     Photo by Li Qiuming

On September 9, on behalf 
of their respective countries, 
the Director of China’s Nation-
al Development and Reform 
Commission, He Lifeng, and the 
Myanmar Minister of Planning 
and Finance, U Kyaw Win, 
signed the Memorandum of 
Understanding between the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic 
of China and the Government of 
the Union of Myanmar for Joint-
ly Building the China-Myanmar 
Economic Corridor (CMEC). 

On September 11 in Beijing, 
to implement the consensus 
reached by Chinese President 
Xi Jinping and Myanmar’s State 

Counselor, Aung San Suu Kyi, 
on the building of the CMEC, 
officials from both countries 
attended the first meeting of the 
CMEC Joint Committee.

Both parties carried out 
in-depth consultations and 
reached broad consensuses 
on a number of issues. These 
included the concepts and prin-
ciples of CMEC cooperation, 
the working mechanism of the 
Joint Committee, early harvest 
projects, cooperative planning, 
and the implementation of ma-
jor cooperation projects. The 
two sides agreed to set up spe-
cial work groups for 12 major 

areas of cooperation.These are 
development planning, produc-
tion capacity and investment, 
transportation, energy, agricul-
ture, economic border coop-
eration, the digital Silk Road, 
ecosystems, tourism, finance, 
information and local cooper-
ation. The two sides will rely 
on the working mechanism of 
the Joint Committee to connect 
their development strategies, 
as well as to plan and promote 
pragmatic cooperation across 
various fields. (From website 
of China’s National Develop-
ment and Reform Commis-
sion)

Young Bangladeshi people come to 
Yunnan’s Jianshui
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High-speed rail to reduce Kunming-
Hong Kong train ride to 7.5 hours

A Bangladeshi student is appreciating a Jianshui purple pottery bowl.
                                                                                        Photo by Guanxi ruyi
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Zhong Tai: Protecting Yunnan 
snub-nosed monkeys for 35 years

The first regular cargo flight 
between Changsha and Dhaka 
was launched at Changsha 
Huanghua International Airport, 
central China’s Hunan Province 
on Sept 5.

The new air route, operated by 
Shanghai YTO Express (Logistics) 
Co, is Huanghua Airport’s first 
all-cargo flight. It will fly to Dhaka 
four times a week, on Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. 
Most of the cargo consists of hand-

made auxiliary materials for export 
to Bangladesh.

The new air route’s exports 
are related to rapidly developing 
cross-border e-commerce, while 
imports consist mainly of seafood 
products from Bangladesh. Su 
Xiufeng, chairman of YTO Ex-
press, said that the opening of the 
Changsha-Dhaka cargo flight will 
strengthen cooperation and trade 
between Changsha and South 
Asia.(China Daily)

Changsha opens cargo flights to Dhaka
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