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SPORTS

Li Zhaogen is a 29-year-old 
freight train driver who works 
at a locomotive depot operated 
by China Railway Kunming 
Bureau Group. For six years 
he has been a train conductor 
at Kunming West Railway 
Station. He has conducted 
China-Europe freight trains 
many times. These trains ship 
Yunnan province's coffee, 
tea, green beans and other 
specialties to Europe. On their 
return trips they bring back 
apple juice, blackcurrant juice, 
brandy and other European 
products.

Since 2016, according to Li 
Zhaogen, a growing number 
of freight trains have been 
operating between the province 
and other countries. Last year 

again witnessed a sharp rise. 
Kunming East Railway 

Station is like the heart of 
Yunnan province's railway 
network. It is also a major 
crossroads for material 
exchanges ,  transi t  and 
distribution between China 
and the countries of South 
and Southeast Asia. The 
trains, like blood, gather here 
before moving on to other 
cities at home and abroad. 
Because of the depot’s key 
role, the safe and efficient 
organization of traffic is 
especially important. 

In recent years, the demand 
for railway transportation keeps 
rising, posing higher requirements 
for the organizational ability of 
stations. To keep abreast of new 
developments, Kunming East 
Railway Station has introduced an 

upstream automatic hump. This 
move has increased the number 
of freight train tracks from 48 
to 98, and trains are now sorted 
according to their arrival times 

and the types of goods they carry. 
Passenger trains from Beijing, 
Shanghai, Guangzhou and 
other cities travelling along the 
Shanghai-Kunming and Nanning-

Kunming railways can bypass 
Kunming East Station and directly 
go to Kunming Station. Separated 
from passenger trains, freight 
trains now require significantly 
shorter travelling times.

Meanwhile ,  a long the 
China-Vietnam Railway, 
Yunnan province has launched 
four cross-border railway 
t ranspor ta t ion products . 
These include meter-rail 
direct transportation, quasi-
meter-rail reloading business, 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n t a i n e r 
intermodal transportation, and 
international highway-railway 
transportation. At Hekou Port, 
total railway shipments have 
increased from 9,800 tonnes 
in 2013, to more than three 
million tonnes in 2017. That 
volume continues to rise in 
2018. 

Villagers are making sticky rice cakes in southeast Yunnan’s Yuanyang 
County to celebrate the festival.  Photo by Zhao Yiqing

Starting October 1, Yun-
nan province will cut by 
more than 30 percent total 
admission fees at  s tate-
owned A-class scenic spots 
that are developed with pub-
lic resources. The areas will 
also adopt government-guid-
ed pricing schemes. Six other 
scenic spots will be free for 
visitors. Up to now, a total of 

55 scenic spots in the prov-
ince are open to the public 
without tickets. 

During the coming Chinese 
National Day holiday and on-
wards, the price cuts will cover 
state-owned 5A-class scenic 
spots and 80 percent of other 
state-owned A-class scenic spots. 
By late 2018, price reductions 
will be expanded to all scenic 
spots. Starting October 1, 99 
scenic spots will reduce their ad-

missions by an average of 33.2 
percent. Urban parks will cut 
their admissions by 50 percent 
by December 31, and will offer 
free admissions beginning Janu-
ary 1, 2020. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  Yu n n a n 
province has also reformed 
the implementation of ad-
missions. Tickets for scenic 
spots will be valid for mul-
tiple days and an unlimited 
number of visits. 

Farmers in southwest 
China’s Yunnan Province 
held various activities to 
celebrate the country’s first 
Farmers’ Harvest Festival, 
which falls on Sept. 23.

“The rice is ripe, the 
ducks and fish are getting 
fat. We welcome all the 
friends to celebrate the har-
vest with us!” The Yuanyang 
Rice Flower and Fish Har-
vest Festival was held in the 
Hani terraced fields in Yu-
anyang County of southeast 
Yunnan’s Honghe Hani and 
Yi Autonomous Prefecture.

In southwest Yunnan’s 
Baoshan City, local fam-
ers hold a feast in Xinjie 
Village, presenting green 

agricultural products and 
promoting rural tourism to 
the visitors. 

“I  caught  the golden 
fishes!” In central Yunnan’s 
E’shan  Yi  Autonomous 
County, a fish-catching fes-
tival is held. People rolled 
up their trousers and caught 
fishes in the fields. The ac-
tivity attracted a lot of tour-
ists from afar.

I n  c e n t r a l  Yu n n a n ’s 
Lufeng County, a special 
exhibition was held to dis-
play more than 60 kinds of 
featured quality produce, 
showing the fruitful results 
of agricultural development 
in Lufeng’s 14 townships. 

               (Yunnan Daily)

The Dali-Guangtong Railway is a section of the China-Myanmar Railway.  
                                                                                               Photo by Hu Xiaorong                 

China's first farmers' harvest 
festival celebrated across Yunnan 

BELT AND ROAD

SCO Kunming Marathon to 
kick off in December

Yunnan improves railway network to better 
connect to the world

T h e  2 0 1 8  L a n c a n g -
M e k o n g  C o o p e r a t i o n 
Exposition will be held in 
Kunming, Yunnan Province 
in late November, said a news 
release on September 25.  

Based on the first two 
sessions of the Lancang-
M e k o n g  s u b - r e g i o n a l 
commodity exposition in 
the past years, the Lancang-
M e k o n g  C o o p e r a t i o n 
expo focuses on regional 
cooperation in economy 
and  cu l t u r e ,  unde r  t he 
theme of “share river, share 

development.”
As part of the efforts of the 

Lancang-Mekong Cooperation 
(LMC) mechanism, the expo 
aims to showcase products 
from the six Lancang-Mekong 
countries, as well as products 
from Japan, South Korea, and 
some Africa and European 
countries and regions.

More than 2,500 standard 
booths will be set up in seven 
pavilions, with an area of 
50,000 square metres. And the 
Dianchi Forum for Lancang-
Mekong Cooperation 2018 
will be concurrently held 
during the expo.

Yunnan to reduce admission fees at
scenic spots in October

FESTIVAL

EXPO
Lancang-Mekong Cooperation expo 

to open in Kunming

BY LIU ZIYU                          

[Editor’s note] Today, as 
the number of wild elephants 
continues to decrease across 
the world, wild Asian ele-
phants have found a long-
lost paradise in Southwest 
China. Because of this, their 
numbers are rebounding 
and growing. The rescue of 
Asian elephants is ongoing 
in China. In this issue and 
the next two issues, we will 
relate stories of how wild 
Asian elephants are protect-
ed in China.

At the Asian Elephants 
Breeding and Rescue Centre 
in the Wild Elephant Valley 
in Xishuangbanna, Yunnan 
Province, the female ele-
phant Ranran is already 2.2 
meters tall and weighs more 
than two tonnes. A long scar 
on her left hind leg still re-
minds people of the misfor-
tune that befell her.

On July 7, 2005, Ranran 
was found injured in a riv-
er near the Wild Elephant 
Valley. Her left hind leg was 
firmly caught in a trap. The 
injured part of her leg had 
already festered and was 
covered with maggots. The 
calf’s life was at stake. 

Ranran had difficulty 
in walking because of the 
injury. But other elephants 
did not want to leave her be-
hind. Some adult elephants 

also tried to console her 
with their trunks from time 
to time. Soon, a rescue team 
composed of wild elephant 
experts and medical workers 
arrived at the scene. After 
driving away other ele-
phants, the rescuers quickly 
dressed her injury before 
sending her to a local station 
for rescuing wild elephants.

“The herd of elephants 
refused to leave for a long 
time. They watched the 
rescue process from a dis-
tance,” said Bao Mingwei, a 
vet who participated in Ran-
ran’s rescue.

Th i r t een  yea r s  have 
passed in a blink of an eye. 
Today, Ranran has recovered 
from her injury, though her 
left hind leg still gives her 
problem when she walks.

In 2008, three years after 
the rescue of Ranran, the 
Asian Elephants Breeding 
and Rescue Centre was set 
up in the Xishuangbanna 
National Nature Reserve. 
The Centre also serves as 
China’s only research base 
focusing on the rescue and 
breeding of Asian elephants.

Since its inception, the 
Centre has rescued 13 wild 
Asian elephants and bred 
five babies. Currently, ten 
wild elephants are receiving 
rehabilitation services at the 
Centre. (Xinhua)

Animals gobble custom moon cakes

BY WANG SHIXUE

September 24th is the traditional Chinese Mid-Autumn Festival. To celebrate the festival, the 
workers of Yunnan Safari Park prepared some fancy moon cakes for the giant pandas, white rhinoc-
eros, meerkats and other animals according to the taste of each animal. The photo shows a giant 
panda eating a moon cake made of corn flour, wheat flour, soybean meal and other ingredients. (Xin-
hua)                                                                                                                                                          

BY LIU ZIYU

Larong Xiaoba endows black pottery with life
In Nishi Township of north-

west Yunnan’s Shangri-La 
City, Larong Xiaoba has been 
familiar with black pottery 
since his childhood. Two years 
ago, he returned to the village 
after graduating from the 
Yunnan Minzu University as 
a major in Tibetan Language 
and Literature. He followed 
his father’s steps and worked 
for the home business. Now, 

he can do all the 38 types.
Larong showed the visitors 

his black-pottery wares one 
by one, coupled with detailed 
instructions on the craft.

To finish a black-pottery 
cup, ten plus tools and sev-
en steps within two weeks 
are needed. As for making a 
black-pottery pot, it is neces-
sary to have more tools and go 
through more steps.

Larong Xiaoba’s mastery in 
the clay art is largely attributed 
to his family influence. How-
ever, the university graduate 
will not limit himself to the 
traditional black-pottery field 
of his forefathers. Based on 
the craft, he wants to try some-
thing new.

This summer, Larong’s 
home-bred business saw doz-
ens of tourists from home and 
abroad every day. They came 
to visit and experience the 
craft, and some even kneaded 
their own original clay wares. 
They generally stay for hours, 
or half a day at most.

Now black pottery is a life-
style in Nixi Township. Of the 
170 plus households of villag-
ers in the Tangdui village, over 
140 are engaged in black-pot-
tery making. The 3,000-year 
cultural heritage has come 
back to life. 

(Zhang Ruogu, Xiong 
Yan, Chu Donghua and Li 
Wenjun)Larong Xiaoba is making the black pottery. Photo by Li Wenjun

The 2018 SCO (Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization) 
Kunming  In te rna t iona l 
Marathon will kick off on 
December 2 in Kunming, 
captial city of southwest 
China’s Yunnan province. 
Runners can register  at 
www.sco-marathon.com 
from 9:00am September 20 
to 11:00pm October 7.

About 20,000 partic-
ipan t s  a r e  expec t ed  to 
compete in four different 
races this year, namely the 
full marathon (3,000 run-
ners), the half-marathon 
(7,000 runners), a “health 
run”(7,000 runners) and 
parent-child (3,000 runners 

from 1,000 families) event.
As of now, The 2018 

SCO Kunming International 
Marathon, which is the third 
edition of the event, is the 
first and the only marathon 
named after an international 
organization in China. More 
competitors, especially those 
from SCO member states, 
will be invited.

The competition has be-
come a major platform for 
cultural exchange between 
SCO member states. During 
the event, representatives 
from SCO members and 
envoys of ASEAN and EU 
will carry on fellowship 
activities, establishing a 
communication platform for 
youths from various nations. 

BY LI HENGQIANG                   

Gouding King's banquet 
returns to Guangnan

On September 19, the 
opening day of the 2018 
World Rice Culture Tour-
ism Festival, a banquet for 
the Gouding King was held 
in Guangnan in southwest 
China’s Yunnan Province. A 
total of 115 special courses 
were presented, reminding 
tourists from all over the 
world of the glory of the 
Gouding Kingdom. 

Loca ted  in  Wenshan 
Zhuang and Miao Auton-
omous Prefecture in the 
southeast of Yunnan Prov-
ince,  Guangnan County 
has a 2,000-year history. Its 
county seat, the site of the 
splendid Gouding culture, 
was founded more than 700 
years ago. The banquet for 
the Gouding King, Wu Bo, 
as a distillation of Guang-
nan’s culinary culture. It has 
been passed down to the 
modern day and has devel-

oped with the times. 
The present Gouding 

King’s banquet is based 
on the banquet of Gouding 
King Wu Bo. It integrated 
various banquet specialties 
in Guangnan to reproduce 
the glory of the ancient 
Gouding Kingdom. On the 
opening day of the festival, 
more than 30 local chefs 
prepared 115 local special-
ties. These included Qihua 
balls, Yantang dumplings, 
Dalian pancakes and deep-
fried pancakes. Even reading 
the menu can arouse one’s 
appetite. 

It is worth mentioning 
that the Gouding King’s 
banquet is highly ritualistic. 
With brass drums, chime 
bells and other instruments, 
local musicians played six 
pieces of ancient Dongjing 
music to enhance the tour-
ists’ experience of Guang-
nan’s unique culinary cul-
ture. 

BY ZHANG DENGHAI                   

Rescue of an injured wild elephant
ECO

The music performance is one of the highlights of the Gouding King’s banquet.                                                                            
                                                                                        Photo by Huang Xinghong        
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