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With the China Interna-
tional Import Expo expected 
to stimulate demand for imports, 
from machinery and pharma-
ceuticals to everyday products, 
cross-border e-commerce com-
panies are preparing to reap the 
benefits.

Kaola, the cross-border 
e-commerce arm of Chinese 
internet giant NetEase, is among 
the exhibitors at the ongoing 
CIIE in Shanghai.

“The demand for imported 
goods is constantly changing in 
China and reflects the consump-
tion trend,” said Zhang Lei, Ka-
ola’s CEO.

“At first, the demand was 
mainly for milk powder and di-
apers, and imported goods were 
a symbol of quality. With rapid 
growth in cross-border e-com-
merce, cosmetics now are a huge 
part of that demand.”

She said her company ex-

pects business to be robust in the 
next two years.

“Long-term, consumer 
demand for imports will focus 
on customized and specialized 
products. Other than maternity 
products, cosmetics and skin 
care products, health supple-
ments, food and clothes also 
have a profound future,” Zhang 
said.

“The next two years will be a 
golden period for foreign brands 
in the Chinese market. We antic-
ipate it will see soaring demand 
for imported goods.”

Wu Yue, spokesman for 
Panshi, an e-commerce service 
provider based in Hangzhou, 
Zhejiang province, said he fore-
sees more foreign-made con-
sumer goods becoming available 
in China thanks to improved 
customs clearance procedures.

“Consumer goods account 
for only 15 percent of China’s 

total trade volume, but in de-
veloped countries it’s 30 to 40 
percent,” he said.

To close the gap, he said, the 
country has lowered tariffs on 
daily necessities, medicines and 
elderly care products, meaning 
shoppers can enjoy a wider se-

lection of goods.
“Cross-border e-commerce 

has just gone through two years 
of explosive growth,” Wu said. 
“As the customs clearance mode 
for consumer goods develops, 
cross-border e-commerce will 
become even more cost-effec-

tive.
“In other countries, it may 

take up to two weeks between 
placing an order and receiving 
the goods, but the Chinese gov-
ernment has been promoting 
paperless customs declaration 
methods, which shorten the time 
needed for clearance,” he added.

To boost cross-border e-com-
merce, the Chinese customs ser-
vice has been working to simpli-
fy the clearance process to make 
it easier for foreign merchants 
and Chinese importers.

“When Kaola was set up, the 
bonded import policy shortened 
our entire process from 10 to 15 
days to just two to three days,” 
Zhang said.

“With support from customs 
officials, in 2016, we achieved 
next-day delivery in most regions 
in China. Last year, we even 
achieved same-day delivery in 
some areas.”          (China Daily)

In 2019, the Thailand-China 
Tourism Year, Thailand will hold a 
series of events and attract Chinese 
tourists with more effective safety 
measures and better services. 

On November 1st, the director 
of the Tourism Authority of Thai-
land told Chinese media that Thai-
land is preparing a series of major 
tourism events to attract Chinese 
tourists, including the Chinese New 
Year celebrations in downtown 
Bangkok, the Michelin Food Festi-
val in Phuket and the Thailand Tour 
of the Lancang-Mekong Cultural 
Tourism Friendship Motorcade.

In 2018, according to the 
director, the number of Chinese 
tourists to Thailand increased 
by 25 percent year-on-year in 
the first half, but decreased by 9 
percent in the third quarter, and is 
expected to decrease by 15 per-
cent in the fourth quarter. He said 
that the decrease is mainly due to 
the shipwreck in Phuket in July 
and the security guards’ assault 
of Chinese tourists at the Bang-
kok Airport in September hurt 
the feelings of Chinese tourists, 
which hurt in turn the feelings of 
Chinese people. 

He said that Thailand is aware 
of the safety risks and inadequate 
services in its tourism industry. 
Thailand is considering free visas 
on arrival for Chinese tourists. It 
will make arrangements for Chi-
nese tourists to fill in immigration 
cards so as to reduce language bar-
riers upon entry.

Thailand will also enhance 
safety measures for Chinese tour-
ists, strengthen traffic safety, strictly 
implement the service life limit for 
tourism vehicles and regulate the 
rental of tourist vehicles.  

                                  (Xinhua)

BELT AND ROAD

Lao Ambassador to 
Brunei: “Yunnan 

fascinates me”

E-commerce companies forecast robust 
demand for range of imported products China has proposed the Belt 

and Road Initiative as it enters 
a new era. The implementation 
of the initiative will promote the 
infrastructure construction and 
socioeconomic development of 
involved countries. Through the 
initiative, China will make greater 
contributions to the world and exert 
its influence on the international 
stage. 

The Belt and Road Initiative 
requires more people-to-people 
exchanges. It will further connect 
relevant countries, promote their 
peace and prosperity and drive 
the implementation of specific 
projects. The cooperation projects 
must bring short-term and long-
term benefits to the peoples' 
wellbeing. The local media, with 
their advantageous resources and 
channels, can help tell the stories 
of Belt and Road cooperation, 
thus achieving unexpected good 
results. We should seek shared 

growth and win-win outcomes 
through extensive discussion and 
collaboration. The Chinese leaders 
have repeatedly stressed that the 
Belt and Road construction is 
a chorus rather than a solo. We 
should join in the chorus. Before 
we implement a project, we should 
conduct feasibility studies and 
market analyses and adapt it to 
local conditions. 

This year marks the fifth 
anniversary of the Belt and Road 
Initiative. The past five years has 
witnessed great progress in the 
Belt and Road construction, but 
from a historical perspective it is 
just the beginning. In the next five 
years or a longer period, the Belt 
and Road Initiative will surely 
yield more results. It will enhance 
the mutual understanding among 
different peoples and promote the 
communication and exchanges 
between the world and China. 

                                    (people.cn)

Thailand to attract Chinese tourists with 
better tourism environment

VOICE
CEO of Singapore Press Holdings: 

BRI will surely yield more results

The fifth World Internet Conference was opened on November 7 in Wuzhen of eastern China’s Zhejiang Province. It is 
themed “creating a digital world for mutual trust and collective governance — toward a community with a shared future in 
cyberspace”. More than 1,500 governmental delegates, international organization representatives, leading internet entre-
preneurs and experts all around the globe participated in the event. Here a visitor is experiencing the virtual reality technolo-
gy during the “Light of Internet” Expo at the conference. (Xinhua)

In July of this year, the 
CPC Yunnan Provincial 
Committee and the provin-
cial government vowed to 
build Yunnan into the most 
beautiful province in China. 
They also pledged to make 
new and greater contribu-
tions to the construction of 
a beautiful China, as well as 
the Chinese dream.

In this edition, Mr. Pho-
nethavy Boutdara ,  who 
worked in the province for 
nine years and now acts 
as the Lao ambassador to 
Brunei, shares his views on 
“building Yunnan into the 
most beautiful province in 
China”.

 “Yunnan is building itself 
into the most beautiful prov-
ince in China. This is in line 
with its current situation,” 
said Mr. Phonethavy Boutda-
ra. He worked in Yunnan for 
nine years and is emotionally 
attached to the province. 
While he now works and 
lives in other countries, he is 
always concerned about Yun-
nan’s development.

 “I’m very optimistic 
about the prospects of Yun-

nan building itself into the 
most beautiful province in 
China. That’s because it has 
many potential advantages,” 
said Mr. Boutdara. He told 
our reporters that the news 
immediately brought back 
his memories of Yunnan. 
“Yunnan fascinates me,” he 
said.

When Mr. Phonethavy 
Boutdara  first arrived in 
Yunnan, he was impressed 
by the fresh air. “The air 
is as sweet as that in Laos, 
so I knew Yunnan must be 
a beautiful place,” he said. 
“Yunnan has diverse weather 
and abundant natural re-
sources. From the tropical 
rainforests in Xishuangbanna 
to Meili Snow Mountain in 
Shangri-La, the natural beau-
ty is simply enchanting.”

When he worked in Yun-
nan, Mr. Phonethavy Bout-
dara visited many cities and 
villages. He said, “I have 
been paying close attention 
to poverty alleviation in the 
province’s rural areas. In 
recent years, many people 
have moved into new houses 
and the rural roads are im-
proving. Laos should learn 
from Yunnan in this respect.”

BY YAO CHENGCHENG
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Yunnan accelerates railway construction

In recent years, according to 
the National Medium and Long-
term Railway Network Plan, 
Yunnan province ranks second in 
the country in terms of increased 
railway mileage. In the newly 
published version of this plan, 
the building of many railways 
now involve Yunnan province. 
In particular, the plan identifies 
Kunming as a modern railway 
hub featuring nineteen support-
ing systems with one-stop ser-
vices and the development of an 
integrated station-city strategy. 

Yunnan has been accelerat-
ing the building of its railway 
network. In the first half of 2018, 
the province invested 12.529 
billion yuan in such work. This 
total accounts for 52.3 percent 
of the annual investment plan. 

Investment increased by 2.343 
billion yuan over the same peri-
od last year, a rise of 23 percent 
year-on-year. 

The Dali-Ruili Railway is 
an important part of the Chi-
na-Myanmar Railway scheme. It 
is 330 kilometres long and starts 

from the city of Dali.Trains call 
at Yangbi, Yongping, Baoshan, 
Shidian, Longling and Mangshi 
before terminating in Ruili on the 
China-Myanmar border. When 
the line goes into operation, one 
can travel from Kunming to 
Ruili by train in six hours. 

A bullet train is ready to leave from Kunming for Dali. 
                                                                                                 Photo by Hu Xiaorong

Staff of a Bangladesh company exhibit products during the China International 
Import Expo.    (Xinhua)                                                                                                               

Zhuoma and her devotion to 
Tibetan costume making

When we reached her 
courtyard, which lies in Benzilan 
Township, Deqin County, 
Diqing Tibetan Autonomous 
Prefecture in Yunnan Province, 
Zhuoma had waited us, in a 
purple cloth. It was casual, yet 
interspersed by golden silk, 
exquisitely.

Zhuoma told us that she 
spent ten years making the first 
Tibetan costume after she picked 
up a needle at 15. She now, aged 
55, has set up her own factory in 
Tibetan costumes making and 
the products are popular in local 
and surrounding areas.

She said that she can still feel 
the joy and sense of achievement 
in the same way as she did four 
decades ago, when sitting in 
front of the sewing machine and 
seeing the costume gradually 
take shape.

 “Tradit ional Tibetan 
costumes are all handmade. 
Crafts of women’s clothes are 
complicated and styles for the 
youths, middle-aged and senior 
people are different. So are 
materials and decorations on 
the clothes. Generally, a single 

costume takes one over ten days 
to accomplish,” Zhuoma was in 
a delighted voice, when it comes 
to Tibetan costumes.

As the eldest in her family, 
Zhuoma was highly expected 
to pass down the inheritance. 
She started learning the craft at 
the age of 15 from her father, 
while other sisters would do all 
the housework so that she could 
focus on sewing.

Attracted by the charm of 
Tibetan costumes, Zhuoma 
spent all her time in working 
place. Years of hard work made 
her a skillful costume maker.

Having learnt all sewing 
skills from her father, Zhuoma 
helped her family better off 
because of the craft. Zhuoma 
now is the representative 
inheritor of Tibetan costumes 
sewing, a provincial intangible 
cultural heritage. 

Last year, a local temple 
asked Zhuoma to make the 
dancing costumes, just like 
what had happened to her 
father. Decades of sewing is an 
enjoyable journey for Zhuoma, 
she said proudly and happily. 
Tibetan costumes making is a 
lifelong career for her.

BY ZHANG RUOGU

Zhuoma is doing the embroidery.                                      Photo by Li Wenjun                                                 
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Spring City shows 
hospitality for black-

headed gulls

This year’s first batch of 
black-headed gulls arrived in 
Kunming on October 8th. To 
better protect them, the mu-
nicipal forestry bureau held a 
work conference on October 
26 and announced that nearly 
30 tonnes of bird feed is at 

the ready for black-headed 
gulls. So far, more than 1,000 
black-headed gulls have ar-
rived in the Spring City, as 
Kunming is known to the 
world. 

The black-headed gulls 
have come to winter  in 
Kunming for 34 consecutive 
years. 

BY YANG ZHENG

China to speed up building national 
climate observatories

China  wi l l  speed  up 
establishing national climate 
observatories, an official 
from China Meteorological 
Administration (CMA) said on 
November 6.

C l i m a t e  c h a n g e  h a s 
become a worldwide concern, 
and to address the problem 
it is necessary to conduct 
comprehensive observations 
of the climate system, Zhang 
Zuqiang, director of the 
emergency relief and public 
service department of CMA, 
said at a press conference.

The nat ional  c l imate 
observatories will function 
as integrated meteorological 
stations to carry out long-term, 

consecutive and all-around 
monitoring of the multilayered 
climate systems and the 
interactions among different 
layers.

The observatories will 
also serve as a platform for 
scientific research and talent 
cultivation and they will be open 
to administrations at home and 
abroad, Zhang added.

In 2007, five meteorological 
observation stations in the 
Inner Mongolia Autonomous 
Region and provinces of Anhui, 
Guangdong, Yunnan, and Gansu 
had been chosen as the pilot 
areas for establishing the climate 
observatories.                                   

                       (China.org.cn)
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