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COOPERATION

China is ready to deepen stra-
tegic trust and expand pragmatic 
cooperation with Pacific island 
countries for an even brighter 
future for their relations, Chinese 
President Xi Jinping said in a 
signed article published by local 
newspapers in Papua New Guin-
ea recently.

Xi hailed relations be-
tween China and Papua New 
Guinea in the article titled 
“Set Sail on a New Voyage 
for Relations between China 
and Pacific Island Countries”. 

He said the relationship has 
stood the test of a changing 
international situation and 
stayed as strong as ever.

“The rapid growth of Chi-
na-Papua New Guinea relations 
is an epitome of China’s overall 
relations with Pacific island coun-
tries,” he said in the article.

Xi recalled his meeting 
with leaders of the eight 
Pacific island countries that 
have diplomatic ties with 
China four years ago in Fiji, 
saying the meeting herald-

ed a new dynamic stage in 
the relations between China 
and the countries, featuring 
mutual respect and common 
development.

In developing their relations, 
China and the Pacific island 
countries take each other as true 
friends and good partners, he 
said, adding that closer business 
ties and deeper economic and 
technological cooperation have 
made the pie of common interests 
between China and the countries 
even larger.

He highlighted the impor-
tance of people-to-people ex-
changes, saying this will help 
deepen mutual understanding 
and friendship between peo-
ples of China and Pacific 
island countries and carry 
forward the friendship from 
generation to generation.

The relations between 
China and the Pacific island 
countries are now better 
than ever and face important 
development opportunities, 
he said. “China will work 

with Pacific island countries 
to brave the wind and waves 
and set sail for a brighter fu-
ture in their relations.”

Peter O’Neill, prime min-
ister of Papua New Guinea, 
said in a recent interview that 
under Xi’s leadership, China 
plays an active role in coping 
with common challenges the 
world is facing such as cli-
mate change, and resolutely 
upholds free trade. He added 
that his country stands firmly 
with China.      (China Daily)

Li Lihua dances Reba in Tacheng for 
blessing, happiness

The State Council of Chi-
na approved a plan that will 
allow the cities of Kunming, 
Xiamen, Qingdao, Wuhan and 
Chengdu to offer 144-hour 
visa-free transit beginning Jan-
uary 1, 2019. Citizens from 53 
countries can enjoy visa-free 
transit in these cities if they 
carry valid international travel 
documents and 144-hour inter-
line tickets to third-party coun-
tries and regions. Reservations 
must show exact dates and seat 

numbers.
According to the Chinese 

national immigration adminis-
tration, the policy to be imple-
mented next year is a further 
optimization of the existing 
72-hour visa-free system. The 
policy not only extends the 
visa-free stay from 72 hours 
to 144, but also increases the 
number of entry and exit ports. 
Passengers can enter or leave 
China via Xiamen, Qingdao, 
Wuhan, Chengdu and Kun-

ming.
In recent years, more and 

more foreigners using transit 
visas have come to China for 
business and sightseeing. The 
optimized visa-free transit pol-
icy will further facilitate this 
form of travel and allow peo-
ple to do more business and 
sightseeing in China. This will 
create an easier and more con-
venient environment for the 
entry and exit of international 
travellers. (CRI Online)

On November 19, China sent twin BeiDou navigation satellites into space from 
Xichang Satellite Launch Center. (Xinhua)                                                                                                                

BELT AND ROAD

China and Myanmar sign 
Kyauk Phyu agreement

Chinese President hails ties with Pacific island nations

“The Reba dancing in 
Tacheng used to be a pray for 
blessing. Now, we dance to 
show our happy life,” said Li 
Lihua, a Reba inheritor at the 
prefectural level.

On August 30, the 38-year-
old Li Lihua was resting 
on the stone steps outside 
the Reba Protection and 
Training Center in Tacheng 
Town, northwest Yunnan’s 
Diqing Tibetan Autonomous 
Prefecture. She just led local 
folks in a Reba dancing.

“As an intangible heritage 
inheritor, I feel we are living in 
a best time.” Li Lihua’s words 
were echoed by He Jinying, a 
county-level inheritor aged 48. 
He’s father was a local Reba 
dancing master, who passed 
down his dancing skills to both 
Li Lihua and his daughter.

The master has passed 
away. To better inherit the 
skills, they joined hands with 
local villagers and set up in 
2015 the Tacheng Classical 
Reba Industry Association.

In 2014, the State Council 
rated the Reba dancing as 

an intangible heritage at the 
national level. The art is 
highly popular in five towns 
and townships in Deqin, Weixi 
and Shangri-La.

As the Reba inheritor of 
Tacheng Town, Li Lihua 
sang with passion but told us 
the Reba story in a moderate 
tone: Bodhidharma, who was 
practicing Buddhism in Weixi, 
came to teach the dance in the 
countryside.

This  dancing is  very 
particular in choosing the 
dancer, and the sage did not 
find a proper candidate until 
he visited the Yonggong 
village.

In the Tibetan language, 
Yonggong Village means a 
place to receive blessings. It was 
believed that any place chosen 
for Reba is bound to prosper.

“I still keep learning the 
Tacheng Reba for teaching,” Li 
Lihua said he teaches the dance 
in the primary and secondary 
schools in Weixi and Shangri-
La. “And hand-made costumes 
at the Reba industry association 
are favored by local schools, 
bringing more income to the 
villagers.

Kunming and four other cities to 
implement 144-hour visa-free transit 

OPENING UP

Harmony between the wintering black-headed seagulls and citizens is well-known in Kunming. Feeding seagulls 
is farvored among citizens and even tourists. Here a tourist is feeding the seagulls wihile posing for a photo on the Haigeng 
Dyke  beside the Dianchi Lake, Kunming.  In recent years, as the eco environment improves continuously, Kunming is at-
tracting more and more wintering birds. So far,  the black-headed gulls have come to winter in Kunming for 34 consecutive 
years. (Xinhua)

On November 8th, repre-
sentatives from China and 
Myanmar signed a framework 
agreement at the Myanmar 
Ministry of Commerce. The 
cooperative measure concerns 
the construction of a deep-wa-
ter port at Kyauk Phyu. 

The Myanmar Minister of 
Commerce, Dr. Than Myint, 
said the signing of the frame-
work agreement indicates the 
project’s first step towards 
success, and both parties will 
continue to discuss and sign a 
follow-up agreement. 

The Chinese ambassador 
to Myanmar, Hong Liang, 
explained that the Kyauk 
Phyu Special Economic Zone 
is an important supporting 
project for the China-Myan-
mar economic corridor. Both 
are of great significance to 

Myanmar’s future economic 
development. He expects and 
believes that with the joint ef-
forts of China and Myanmar, 
the project will be successful 
and bring benefits to the peo-
ple of Myanmar.

A Myanmar company, 
jointly invested in by both 
countries, will develop and 
operate the Kyauk Phyu 
deep-water port project. The 
Chinese party will hold 70 
percent of the shares, while 
the Myanmar party con-
trolling the other 30 percent. 
The Myanmar party’s shares 
will first be held by the Kyauk 
Phyu administration, which 
will transfer 15 percent of the 
equity to a government-desig-
nated entity when conditions 
are ripe.       

                             (Xinhua)

ECO

TOURISM

Yunnan to build 
Everlasting China-South Asia Expo

On the afternoon of No-
vember 6th,  the Yunnan 
delegation to the China In-
ternational Import Expo held 
a promotion at the Shanghai 
National Convention and Ex-
hibition Centre.

 The promotion, held with 
the theme “Exhibition and 
Trading Centre for Commod-
ities from South Asia and 
Southeast Asia and Everlasting 
China-South Asia Expo”, drew 
the attention of the world. In 
particular, several hundred 
participants from South and 
Southeast Asian countries, as 
well as other provinces in Chi-
na, showed intense interest in 
joining hands with Yunnan to 
create win-win cooperation.

According to Zhao Ruijun, 
director of the Yunnan Provin-
cial Department of Commerce, 
the province will set up special 
pavilions in the Kunming Di-
anchi International Convention 
and Exhibition Centre for an 
everlasting China-South Asia 
Expo. The pavilions will help 
to showcase commodities 
from South Asia and Southeast 
Asia as well as function as a 

trading centre. The products 
will primarily highlight the 
national image and featured 
commodities of participating 
countries. 

This new project will be 
located at the Dianchi Interna-
tional Convention and Exhibi-
tion Centre. It will focus on the 
national images, featured com-
modities and investment proj-
ects of 18 South and Southeast 
Asian countries. The dedicated 
space will function to facilitate 
international trade, build new 
sales channels for companies 
and act as hub for the organi-
sation of overseas exhibition 

tours and sales promotions. 
Qualified companies can 

enjoy zero-rent inclusion. The 
exhibition and trading centre 
offers eight preferential poli-
cies to create a legal, interna-
tional and convenient business 
environment. In addition to 
zero-rent inclusion, free access 
to the platform and its one-stop 
services, participating institu-
tions and companies can oper-
ate in various models, develop 
in different forms, market 
through multiple channels and 
receive preferential policies 
and supportive services.

 (Staff reporters)

 The VIPs pose for a group photo. 
                                                                                                 Photo by Zhou Can

Yunnan achieves win-win situation 
with neighbouring countries

As Yunnan province opens 
its doors wider to the outside 
world, it is providing more 
opportunities for neighbouring 
countries to board the express 
train of China's economic 
development. While these 
changes take place, Yunnan 
i s  in tens i fy ing  i t s  own 
development momentum and 
improving its own development 
qualities. The result is the 
achievement of a win-win 
situation among all involved 
parties.

Following the fifth China-
South Asia Expo in June, 
Cambodian-grown jasmine 
rice began being sold by the 20 
Zhijia convenience store chain in 
Kunming, capital city of Yunnan 
Province. 

"This year marks the 60th 
anniversary of the establishment 
of  d ip lomat ic  re la t ions 
between China and Cambodia. 
Cooperation between the two 
countries has gradually borne 
fruits. China's favourable 
import policies, coupled with 
Chinese consumer pursuit 
of quality, have combined to 
strengthen our confidence in 
exploring the Yunnan market," 
said Ye Yongming. He is 
regional manager in Nanning 
of Canadian Group, the parent 
company of Golden DaunKeo 
Rice Mill Co Ltd.

The Kunming International 
Flower Auction and Trading 
Centre is the largest fresh cut 
flower auction market in Asia. 
During peak hours each day, 
eight to ten million flowers 
are sold to buyers from more 
than 50 countries and regions. 
Of all of those flowers, 20 to 
30 percent are exported to the 
countries of South and Southeast 
Asia.

Together, Cambodian rice 
coming to the Chinese market 
and fresh flowers going to South 
and Southeast Asia, epitomize 
China's  opening up and 
cooperation with neighbouring 
countries. As this opening 
up and cooperation deepens, 
foreign goods such as Myanmar 
jade, Sri Lankan gems and 
Indian blue crabs have made 
their ways into the homes of 
Chinese shoppers.

Yunnan is becoming an 
increasingly important point in 
China's opening up to South 
and Southeast Asia. Statistics 
show that the province's import 
and export volume grew from 
104 million US dollars in 1978, 
to 23.39 billion US dollars in 
2017.Nearly 60 percent of that 
increase was generated by trade 
with South and Southeast Asian 
countries.

Addit ionally,  several 
railways that are currently under 
construction or in the planning 
stages depart from Kunming. 
Those lines connect China 
with Vietnam, Laos, Myanmar, 
Thailand and other countries. 
Ever more densely populated 
air, road and water transport 
networks are helping improve 
China's connectivity with South 
and Southeast Asia.

Also, China is stepping up 
people-to-people exchanges 
with cooperative agreements 
in education, medical care 
and tourism with South and 
Southeast Asian countries. 
More and more students from 
neighbouring countries are 
studying in China. As of the 
end of last year, the number 
of foreign students in Yunnan 
Province's major universities 
exceeded 18,000.                   

                                 (Xinhua) 

Doctors from the First Yunnan People’s Hospital make diagnosis for Lao cata-
ract patients.    Photo by Wu Ping
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China's BeiDou 
navigation system to serve 

B&R countries

Inhabiting the northern 
hemisphere, Chinese people 
on land also used to navigate 
by observing the Big Dipper. 
Nowadays, the navigation satel-
lite system developed by China 
is called BeiDou, the Chinese 
word for the Big Dipper.

The BeiDou system opened 
to China in 2000 and the 
Asia-Pacific region in 2012. 
When the system is completed 
in 2020, it will be the fourth 
largest global satellite navigation 
system after the U.S. GPS sys-
tem, Russia’s GLONASS and 
the European Union’s Galileo.

As one of the core providers 
of global navigation services, 
the BeiDou system hopes to 
cooperate with other global 
satellite systems, providing free 
research and being used in res-
cue services around the world. It 
has been recognized by the In-
ternational Civil Aviation Orga-
nization, International Maritime 
Organization, the 3rd Generation 
Partnership Project.

“The BeiDou Navigation 
Satellite System has been used 
in the Safe City Project in 
Phongsaly in northern Laos. It 
is used to maintain public secu-
rity, and position police forces 

and emergency vehicles,” said 
Houangsanasay Ping, a Laotian 
scholar at the 13th meeting of 
the International Committee 
on Global Navigation Satellite 
Systems, held in Xi’an, Shaanxi 
Province, from Nov. 4 to 9.

In its next phase, the applica-
tion of the BeiDou system will 
be tailored to suit customers’ 
needs and will serve to monitor 
landslides and dam deforma-
tions using accurate positioning, 
according to Ping.

“Its capabilities are only 
limited by imagination,” said 
Liu Jingnan, an academician at 
the Chinese Academy of Engi-
neering. He is confident about 
the application of the BeiDou 
system in countries along the 
Belt and Road.

Liu believes the BeiDou 
system can provide diverse and 
innovative services. 

So far, China has launched 
17 BeiDou-3 satellites. Two 
more BeiDou-3 satellites are 
planned to be sent into space by 
the end of this year. By that time, 
the primary system of BeiDou-3 
will be ready to expand services 
to countries participating in the 
Belt and Road Initiative.

 (Xinhua)
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