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POVERTY ALLEVIATION

The second session of the 
13th Yunnan Provincial Peo-
ple’s Congress, the province’s 
legislature, opened on Janu-
ary 27 in Kunming, capital of 
Yunnan Province.

A total of 619 deputies 
from across Yunnan attend-
ed the opening meeting this 
morning. Chen Hao, execu-
tive chairman of the presidi-
um of the session and Secre-
tary of the Provincial Party 
Committee, presided over the 
meeting. 

Governor Ruan Chengfa 
delivered the government 
work report on behalf of Yun-
nan Provincial People’s Gov-
ernment. In his government 
work report, Ruan Chengfa 
reviewed the work done in 
2018 and laid out the goals 
for 2019.

Yunnan’s GDP reached 
about 1.79 trillion yuan last 
year, growing  by 8.9% year 
on year. 15 counties in the 
province were removed from 
the impoverished list. The 
number of visitors coming to 
Yunnan grew by 20% year 
on year and the gross tourism 

revenue of the province in-
creased by 22%. 

In 2018, Yunnan author-
ities rolled out a series of 
measures to cultivate new 
momentum driving local 
economic development, 
including developing eight 
major industries such as bi-

ological medicine and tour-
ism. Yunnan also decreased 
production of crude steel 
and coal, and lowered costs 
for local companies.

Accordingly, Yunnan’s 
foreign trade volume in 2018 
amounted to 197.3 billion 
yuan, a year-on-year increase 
of 24.7%. The trade volume 
between Yunnan and ASEAN 

accounted for 46.1% of the 
province’s foreign trade. And 
trade between Yunnan and 
the Belt and Road countries 
recorded a 30.3% growth in 
2018, with a total value of 
133.16 billion yuan. 

Yunnan mainly exported 
produce, electromechanical 
products, fertilizers and la-
bor-intensive products, while 
importing crude oil, natural 
gas, metal minerals, sulfur 
and others from its trading 
partners.

For 2019, Yunnan aims to 
achieve a GDP increase of 
around 8.5%, with the fixed 
asset investment growing by 
12%. A total of 1.3 million 
impoverished residents in the 
rural areas will be raised out 
of poverty.   
(Yunnan Daily and Xinhua)

Special train makes migrant workers’ 
journey to home heart-warming 

Bearing in mind the philosophy 
of “lucid waters and lush moun-
tains are invaluable assets”, Yunnan 
people have embarked on a road to 
develop an eco-tourism industry.

Located on the shores of Erhai 
Lake, the town of Shuanglang is 
regarded as one of the most beauti-
ful places in western Yunnan’s Dali 
Prefecture. It has amazing natural 
and cultural landscapes. Every year, 
thousands of tourists visit the town, 
bringing a quick increase to the 
number of guesthouses. Now, there 
are about 600 guesthouses in the 
town. 

However, the coming of tourists 
not only spurred economic growth 
in Shuanglang, but also affected the 
ecological environment. In recent 
years, a disordered tourism-related 
service industry began to pose 
treats to the environment. In early 
2017,  Erhai Lake even faced the 
risk of eutrophication. Since then, 
a campaign has been launched to 
protect the lake. 

 “In two years, Shuanglang 
people have made great achieve-
ments regarding environmental 
protection. We have built sewage 
interception facilities, regulated the 
hotel and catering market, returned 
wetlands to the lake and controlled 
the agricultural diffused pollution,” 

said Shi Guodong, deputy direc-
tor of the Shuanglang Old Town 
Scenic Area Management Com-
mittee. Measures were also taken 
to end the extensive development 
of tourism and improve tourism 
infrastructure. These efforts were 
all made to offer a better tourism 
experience.

In Dali, an old saying goes 
“Dali thrives as Erhai Lake gets 
cleaner”. Since early 2017, the 
water quality of Erhai Lake is 
getting better. In 2018, the qual-
ity had been kept at Grade II for 
seven months. And Shuanglang 
has become more amazing and 
popular among tourists.

Puzhehei National Wetland 
Park is situated in Qiubei County in 
southeast Yunnan. Up to now, Qi-
ubei has invested 280 million yuan 

for environmental protection initia-
tives in Puzhehei. Xianrendong is a 
small but beautiful village with 196 
households inside the park. Now, 
most villagers are involved in the 
tourism sector. They say that only a 
better environment can draw more 
tourists to Xianrendong. People 
there are longing for a better life as 
the ecological environment is being 
improved.   

Ecological protection also 
adds vitality to the development of 
Colorful Yunnan • Ancient Dian 
Kingdom Culture Tourism Town. 
It is located beside Dianchi Lake in 
Kunming, capital city of Yunnan 
province. Its “ecology + culture 
+tourism” development mode is 
gaining popularity among tourists. 
In 2018, the number of visitors to 
the town increased from 2.4 mil-

In China, the Spring Festival paintings, couplets and lanterns signal the new year and auspiciousness. Only by pasting the 
couplets and paintings and hanging the lanterns, can Chinese people sense the air of Spring Festival. Here, as the festival 
is coming on February 4, people in west China’s Chongqing are selecting and buying their favorites paintings, couplets and 
lanterns.  (Xinhua)                                                                                                                    

YUNNAN "TWO SESSIONS"

Yunnan's GDP increases by 8.9% in 2018

Spring Festival, or Chinese 
Lunar New Year, is coming! It is 
the most important occasion for 
family reunion. When it comes, 
Chinese people usually travel 
hundreds of or even thousands of 
kilometers to their hometowns for 
the reunions. This year, the festival 
falls on February 4th.

On January 24, more than 
600 migrant workers took a heart-
warming train ride from south 
China's Guangdong Province 
to Yunnan Province where their 
hometowns are. 

Li Chengxing is from southeast 
Yunnan’s Guangnan County. 
Several years ago, he decided to go 
and work in Guangdong to chase 
dream in a bigger world. While 
earning money, he saves what he 
can, even the travel fees to home. 
So he hasn’t returned home for 

years. “I’m very happy. The tickets 
are free, and I also received gifts 
from train attendants,” said Li.

Writing Spring Festival 
couplets, interacting with quiz 
show, and dancing and singing 
together, the migrant workers had a 
pleasant train trip. “The journey is 
festive and joyful,” said He Haibao 
from northwest Yunnan’ Nujiang 
Prefecture.

This year, to help migrant 
workers to go back for the family 
reunion during the Spring Festival, 
relevant departments from Yunnan 
and Guangdong cooperate in 
launching the “special train for 
migrant workers”. They had 
jointly conducted survey and door-
to door interviews in advance, and 
sent free tickets to more than 600 
Yunnan workers of 189 companies 
in Guangdong. (Yunnan Daily)

Lucid waters and lush mountains 
add charm to amazing Yunnan

TRAVEL

Yunnan has three high-speed rails under operation by the end of 2018. The mil-
leage reaches 1,026 kilometers.    Photo by Yang Zheng                                                                                                            

Big data shows  
B&R cooperation yields 

win-win results
The Big Data Report on 

Trade Cooperation under the 
Belt and Road Initiative 2018, 
compiled by the national big 
data center of B&R Initiative un-
der the State Information Center 
and the Dalian Infobank Co., 
was released officially on May 6.

Tong Youjun, director of 
the B&R foreign trade big data 
research center and chairman of 
Dalian Infobank Co., made an 
analysis on the report.

China's foreign trade with 
countries along the B&R routes 
has seen rapid growth, with 
import growth exceeding ex-
port growth for the first time. In 
2017, the total import and export 
volume of China and the B&R 
countries reached 1440.32 bil-
lion U.S. dollars, up 13.4 percent 
year on year, which was 5.9 per-
centage points higher than Chi-
na’s overall foreign trade growth 
rate, and accounting for 36.2 
percent of the country’s total im-
port and export trade volume.

In terms of countries, China's 
trade volume with Asia and Oce-
ania accounted for more than 50 
percent, of which China's trade 
with Central Asia saw the fastest 
growth. The Republic of Korea 
(ROK), Vietnam, Malaysia, 
India and Russia ranked the top 
five by foreign trade volume 
with China.

In terms of domestic regions, 
east China saw the total value 
of imports and exports in 2017 
with the B&R countries ac-
counted for nearly 80 percent of 
China’s foreign trade with those 
countries. Guangdong, Jiangsu, 
Zhejiang, Shandong and Shang-
hai were the top five by foreign 
trade with the B&R countries 
last year.

In terms of commodity struc-
ture, mechanical and electrical 
products were the key commod-
ities that China exported to the 
B&R countries, while electrical 
machinery and mineral fuels be-
longed to the key commodities 
that China imported from those 
countries.

In terms of trade body, pri-
vate enterprises were the main 
forces, while state-owned en-
terprises' trade volume with the 
B&R countries saw a sharp in-
crease. In 2017, the total imports 
and exports volume between 
China’s private enterprises and 
their counterparts in the B&R 
countries stood at 619.98 billion 
U.S. dollars, accounting for 43.0 
percent of China's total trade 
volume with those countries. 
State-owned enterprises saw the 
growth of imports and exports 
volume with the B&R countries 
grow the fastest, up 24.5 percent 
from that in 2016. (Xinhua)

ECO

 Chinese government does 
not intervene in normal 
religious activities and that 
the religious freedom of the 
Xinjiang Muslims has been 
effectively protected            
                        
                                   Shiabur Rahman                         
                   The Daily Sun, Bangladesh         

An elder feeds sea gulls in Shuanglang Town, Dali.  Photo by Yang Zheng                                                                                                       

BELT AND ROAD

BY WANG HUAN

 A media contingent with 
members from six countries 
praised the development 
and stability of northwest 
China’s Xinjiang Uygur 
autonomous region after 
visiting the area.

The Silk Road Celebrity 
China Tour was held from 
Jan 9 to 16 in Xinjiang, 
with 12 media representa-
tives from Egypt, Turkey, 
Pakistan, Afghanistan, Ban-
gladesh and Sri Lanka visit-
ing Xinjiang residents and a 
vocational training center.

T h e  g r o u p  v i s i t e d  a 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  h u b  i n 
Urumqi, the regional cap-
ital, where freight trains 
on lines linking China and 
Europe converge, and pro-
duced live coverage of the 
trains.

Sh iabur  Rahman ,  an 
editor at the Daily Sun in 
Bangladesh, said the Chi-
na-Europe trains brought 
Xinjiang closer to the rest 
of the world. As the front 
gate of China’s opening-up 
westward, Xinjiang’s eco-
nomic development will 
become increasingly better, 
Rahman said.

 The reporters also visit-
ed the once poverty-stricken 
residents who have relocat-
ed from the mountains and 
are living modern lives in 
newly built houses.

Erdal Kurucay of Tur-
key’s ATV, said the happi-
ness that exuded from the 
once-poor residents showed 
Xinjiang’s rapid economic 
development and the suc-
cess of China’s targeted 
measures in its anti-poverty 
campaign.

Rahman, the Daily Sun 
editor, said that before he 
came to Xinjiang he heard 
that the Chinese govern-
ment did not allow Muslims 
to worship, but during his 

visit he found that the gov-
ernment does not intervene 
in normal religious activ-
ities and that the religious 
freedom of the Xinjiang 
Muslims has been effective-
ly protected.

The group also attended 
an exhibition of major cases 
related to violence and ter-
rorism in Xinjiang.Xinjiang 
has effectively prevented 
incidents of violence and 
terrorism and safeguarded 
people’s lives and property 
in the region through ef-
fective measures, Rahman 
said.

After visiting a vocation-
al education and training 
center in the city of Kash-
gar, Turkish ATV reporter 
Tu g c e n u r  Yi l m a z  s a i d 
trainees are learning the 
law, Mandarin and skills at 
the center, which plays an 
important role in reducing 
extremism.

Rahman said the people 
were once affected by ex-
tremism and religious fanat-
icism and that such training 
has contributed to the long-
term absence of violence 
and terrorism in Xinjiang.

Bangladesh has been im-
pacted by extremism also. 
He said he would bring his 
experience in Xinjiang back 
to his own country. 

                (China Daily)

ECHO WALL

Foreign media contingent
 praises Xinjiang's development

Singing performance on the special train.   (Xinhua)                                                                      

■ Over 70 percent of the fis-
cal expenditure was spent for 
livelihood sector. 
■Urban and Rural personal 
per capita disposable income 
increased by 8%, 9.2% re-
spectively. 
■Over 519,000 urban jobs 
were created.   
■15 counties in the province 
were removed from the im-
poverished list.

CULTURE

Yang Kaixiang: From poverty-stricken 
villager to model for poverty alleviation

Dressed in farming clothes 
and with a tanned face, Yang  
Haixiang did look like a farmer, 
but not a millionaire.

Living in Tongzi Village in 
southeast Yunnan’s Pingbian 
County, Yang Kaixiang’s family 
was once a poverty-stricken 
household. He had to look after 
his aging parents while also nur-
turing those of the younger gen-
eration. His family was indebted 
and couldn’t live on their small 
fixed income. But this situation 
began to change in 2012 when 
Yang Kaixiang, introduced by 
his relatives, started to plant fruc-
tus amomi. At that time, Yang 
was the first Tongzi villager who 
grew the crop. 

As a beginner, Yang was 
very careful and prudent in his 
first-year planting. He spent time 
recording the growth of fructus 
amomi and the impact of weath-
er changes on the cash crop. He 
even traveled hundreds of kilo-
meters away to learn from other 
growers. Where there is a will, 
there is a way. Yang Kaixiang 
succeeded in his first year and 
earned more than 10,000 yuan. 

“I just wanted to have a try. 
The success was unexpected. 
But that was a big encourage-
ment to me. So, in the ensuing 

years, I expand the farm,” said 
Yang Kaixiang. Now, he plants 
16 acres of fructus amomi each 
year. His total income exceeds 
one million yuan,.

From a poverty-stricken resi-
dent to a millionaire, Yang Kaix-
iang always thinks about how to 
help his fellow villagers climb 
out of poverty. He sells fructus 
amomi seedlings to them at a 
price lower than market value, 
and teaches them his planting 
skills.

“I have worked for Yang 
Kaixiang for more than five 
years. Now my daily salary is 
100 yuan and I can also learn 
how to plant fructusamomi from 
him,” said villager Yang Bao-
ming. His family grows more 
than an acre of fructus amomi 
this year. 

Today, under the influence 
of Yang Kaixiang, there are 
more than 300 poverty-strick-
en households growing fruc-
tusamomi in Tongzi Village. 
The total planting area covers 
1,650 acres in the village, 
which generates a value 
exceeding 80 million yuan. 
More and more villagers are 
benefiting from the industry. 

 (Yunnan Poverty Allevia-
tion Hotline)

FESTIVAL

“Travel in Yunnan” releases 2019 development plan

“Travel in Yunnan” app devel-
oper and operator Yunnan Tengyun 
Information Industry Company 
(Yunnan Tengyun for short) held 
the Intelligent Cultural Tourism 
Summit and 2018 Influence Award 
Ceremony on Jan. 22 at Kunming, 
capital of SW China’s Yunnan 
Province. During the event, the big 
data report of registered tourists and 

future development plan of the app 
were released.

The big data report released 
during the event refers to potential 
of night tours, passenger source 
from first-tier cities, road trip trend 
and sorts of complaints. The “Plan 
N”, also known as the new future 
development plan of the app in 
2019 was also officially launched.
Accordingly, new products, travel 
routes and experiences will be 

offered to tourists this year. These 
will include products of family 
tour, red cultural experience, high-
end cultural exploration and new 
routes, featured delicacies, health 
and entertainment.

“Travel in Yunnan” app was 
put into trial operation in June 
2018 and was officially launched 
in October of the same year. It has 
been downloaded for more than 1.5 
million times. 

BY LI HENGQIANG


