
 Chinese President Xi Jinping 
has called on an ethnic group 
living in the remote mountains 
of Southwest China’s Yunnan 
to continue working for a better 
life, and he congratulated them 
on their progress so far in fighting 
poverty.

Xi, also general secretary of 
the Communist Party of China 
Central Committee, made the 
remarks when answering a 
letter from the Derung ethnic 
group in Dulongjiang town-
ship, Gongshan county, Yunnan 
province, on April 10.

 “Poverty eradication is only 
the first step; better days are yet 
to come,” Xi said in the letter.

 Saying he was glad to learn 
that the Derung people had 
been lifted out of poverty as a 
whole group last year, Xi wrote 
that “letting the people of all 
ethnic groups have a good 
life has been my aspiration as 
well as our common goal”.

Since the 18th CPC National 
Congress in 2012, Xi has made 
poverty alleviation a leading 
task, and the country aims to 
eradicate absolute poverty by 
2020, lifting roughly 10 million 
from poverty each year. By the 
end of last year, a total of over 
82 million impoverished people 
in rural areas had been lifted 
out of poverty.

The improved lives among 
the Derung people vividly 
demonstrate that people’s 
dreams of living happy lives 
will come true with the strong 
leadership of the Party and the 
concerted efforts of the broad 
masses of the people, Xi said, 
encouraging them to build a 
good homeland and create a 
better future.

 The Derung are one of the 
smallest ethnic groups in Chi-
na, with a population of around 
7,000. Most of the Derung 
people live in the deep gorges 
of the Dulongjiang river in 
Yunnan, an area listed as one of 
the least-developed regions in 

the country.
Locals lived in rather primi-

tive conditions until the found-
ing of the People’s Republic 
of China in 1949. They have 
now shaken off long-standing 
hardship thanks to the nation’s 
poverty reduction campaign.

Xi’s connections with the 
Derung people can be traced 
back to 2014, when he received 
a letter from them reporting on 
local developments. Answering 
that letter, Xi encouraged them to 
step up efforts to fight poverty.

In January 2015, during an 
inspection tour of Yunnan, Xi 
met the seven Derung people 
who wrote to him in 2014, in 

Kunming, the provincial capi-
tal.

He told them that “no sin-
gle ethnic minority group 
will be left behind when the 
whole country is working for 
a moderately prosperous so-
ciety”.

By the end of last year, 1,089 
new houses were built in the 
six administrative villages in 
Dulongjiang township, and vil-
lagers have been provided with 
improved transportation con-
ditions. They also have access 
to electricity and safe drinking 
water as well as a 4G network, 
Xinhua News Agency reported.

                      (China Daily)                        
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On April 9, northwest 
Yunnan’s Diqing Tibetan 
Autonomous Prefecture, 
released its fabulous tourism 
products for the year 2019 
to the public. As a part of 
offline products of “Yunnan 
at Your Finger Tips”, five 
holiday celebrations, six 
theme routes, seven road 
trip routes, eight hiking lines 
and nine rural destinations 
were highly recommended. 

This year, five holiday 
celebrations will be held in 
Diqing, namely Balog Zon 
Music Festival, Shangri-
La Horse Racing Festival, 
National Day holiday week, 
Shangri-La Wine Culture 
F e s t i v a l  a n d  S h a n g r i -
La Meili Snow Mountain 
X u a n z i ( t h r e e - s t r i n g e d 
plucked instrument) Festival. 

This time, six routes with 
the theme of azaleas, matsutake, 
intangible culture heritage, bird 

watching, ‘Red tourism’ and 
photography are also released. 

The seven road trip routes 
released include Kunming-
Dali-Lijiang-Shangri-La-
Yanjing-Lhasa, Xichang-
Lugu Lake-Shangri-La-Meili 
Snow Mountain, Shangri-
la-Deqin-Weixi-Gongshan, 
Shangri-la-Yading-Litang-
X i n d u q i a o - K a n g d i n g , 
Shangrila-Deqin-Gongshan-
Chayu-Linzhi, Shangri-la-
Weixi-Fugong-Gaoligong 
Mountain-Baoshan, Lijiang-
Weixi-Deqin-Shangrila. 

A l s o ,  M e i l i  S n o w 
Mountain-Yubeng Village, 
Baima Snow Mounta in 
National Park, Balog Zon, 
Qianhu Mountain, Niru, 
T i g e r - l e a p i n g  G o r g e , 
H a b a  S n o w  M o u n t a i n 
and  “Red tour i sm” are 
introduced as hiking lines. 

In addition, nine rural 
tourism destinations are 
n e w l y  d e v e l o p e d  f o r 
experiencing rural tourism.
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Editor's Note: On April 9th, 
Yunnan Daily Press Group and 
Yunnan Forestry and Grassland 
Bureau jointly launched a large-
scale convergence media interview 
in Jingdong Yi Autonomous County. 
With the theme of "Beautiful 
Yunnan – Passing through Natural 
Reserves", the interview will focus 
on the environmental protection 
in the Wuliang Mountain and the 
Ailao Mountain. The interview will 
fully showcase the incomparable 
biodiversity here and demonstrate 

how lucid waters and lush 
mountains are invaluable assets. 

Jingdong in southwest 
Yunnan's Pu'er City is one of the 
few counties in China spanning 
two national nature reserves: 
the Wuliang Mountain Nature 
Reserve and Ailao Mountain 
Nature Reserve. The two 
national nature reserves have a 
protected area of 35,167 hectares 
in Jingdong, accounting for 8 
percent of the county's total land 
area.

I n  2 0 1 5 ,  J i n g d o n g , 
which features the greatest 
biodiversity, became one of 
China's first five demonstrative 
counties to join The Economics 
of Ecosystems and Biodiversity 
(TEEB), and, among these five 
counties, it was the first to be 
officially authorized.

Jingdong is also famous 
fo r  the  hab i ta t s  o f  two 
species of wild animals. The 
Wuliang Mountain in the 
county is home to 500 black-
crested gibbons in 80 groups, 
accounting for about half of the 
world's existing black-crested 
gibbons. Besides, about 2,000 
Phayre's leaf monkeys gather 
here in 43 groups, making the 
Wuliang Mountain a major 
reserve of this animal species 
in the world. Therefore, the 
China Wildlife Conservation 
Associa t ion  recognized 
Jingdong as “hometown of 
Chinese black-crest gibbons” 
and “hometown of Phayre's 
leaf monkeys”. 

                   (Yunnan Daily) 

April 13, 2019 is marked as the 1,381st  new-year’s day, according to the traditional Dai calendar. In Yunnan where the Dai 
people dwell, they hold various activities to celebrate the festival, including splashing water for best wishes, parading on 
the streets, and dragon-boat competition. The photo here shows that in south Yunnan’s Xishuangbanna Dai Autonomous 
Prefecture, two boats are competing with each other. (Xinhua) 

POVERTY ALLEVIATION

Chinese President praises 
ethnic group's poverty fight

TOURISM REVOLUTION

Australian bill sets 'double 
standard' on cybersecurity: 
Chinese Foreign Ministry

Beijing said on April 
10 it would like to hear the 
explanation regarding a bill 
Australia passed in Decem-
ber that forces technology 
companies to grant  law 
enforcement and security 
agencies access to encrypted 
data.

“China is paying close at-
tention to the development,” 
Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Lu Kang said in 
a daily news conference. “By 
forcing companies to install 
‘back doors’ through legis-
lation, a country is building 
its security and interests on 
the basis of violating other 
countries’ security and citi-
zens’ privacy.”

 Such actions also will 
impose a serious impact on 
the market of and interna-
tional cooperation in the 
telecommunications indus-
try, and the industry has 
voiced grave concerns, Lu 
added.

Reuters reported in Oc-
tober that Facebook, Apple, 
Alphabet and Amazon would 
oppose the law and lobby 
lawmakers to amend the bill.

“It is baffling that rel-
evant countries use cyber 
security as an excuse and 
hype the groundless ‘security 
threats’ from other countries 
or companies, while harming 
cyber security themselves,” 
Lu said, referring to Austra-
lia’s banning Chinese tele-
communications company 
Huawei.    

“I would ... also like to 
hear the Australian govern-
ment explain it,” he said, 
when asked if he thought 
Australia is playing a double 
standard.

Australia has shut out 

Huawei from its 5G net-
works over what it called 
security threats, though no 
evidence was provided. 

 Australian Foreign Min-
ister Marise Payne said in 
February Australia will stick 
to the ban and doesn’t want 
anyone in its communica-
tions networks that has an 
a obligation to any other 
government, remarks that 
drew “grave concerns” from 
China.

 “China has always at-
tached great importance to 
and firmly safeguarded cy-
ber security. It will continue 
to take part actively in the 
international cooperation 
over cyber security and work 
with all parties to build a 
cyberspace that is peaceful, 
secure, open, cooperative 
and orderly,” Lu said.

“Also, China urges again 
relevant countries to provide 
a fair, just and non-discrimi-
native business environment 
for  companies  f rom al l 
countries, including China,” 
he added.(China Daily)
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Chinese black-crested gibbons. Photo by Pu Jianbin                                   

Northwest Yunnan’s Diqing 
releases new tourism products
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Editor’s Note: In recent 
years, China UnionPay, 
A n t  F i n a n c i a l  a n d  t h e 
Chinese  Consor t ium of 
Shenzhen Stock Exchange 
a n d  S h a n g h a i  S t o c k 
Exchange (hereinafter the 
Shenzhen-Shanghai Stock 
Exchange  Consor t ium) 
have successively started 
o r  d e e p e n e d  s t r a t e g i c 
c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h 
Bangladesh. As a series 
of projects advance, the 
f i n a n c i a l  c o o p e r a t i o n 
and integration is getting 
more comprehensive and 
pragmatic, facilitating the 
construction of Belt and 
Road in both countries.

In the Sheraton Hotel in 
Dhaka, the logo and QR-
code of China UnionPay 
stand prominently on the 
recept ion  counter.  And 
people can easily see the 
same logo and QR-code in 
the outlets of some fashion 
brands.  Large shopping 
mal l s ,  ho te l s  and  mos t 
ATMs in Bangladesh now 
accepts UnionPay cards, 
sa id  Liu  Heng,  genera l 
manager of China UnionPay 
International Hong Kong 
Branch responsible for the 
South Asian market.

UnionPay International 
is developing its business 
in Bangladesh rapidly not 
without a reason. In the 
country, according to Anis 
A. Khan, managing director 
and chief executive officer 
o f  Mutua l  Trus t  Bank , 
young people account for a 
high proportion, but most 
of the payments are still in 
cash, and consumers have 
a strong demand for safe, 
convenient and innovative 
payment services. Since 
the implementation of the 
Belt and Road Initiative, the 
increasing trade between 
Bangladesh and China has 
brought a greater demand 
for cross-border payment 

services.
Last November, UnionPay 

International collaborated with 
Mutual Trust Bank in issuing 
the first UnionPay card in 
Bangladesh, becoming the 
first international bank card 
organization to launch QR-
code payment services, virtual 
card and e-wallet locally.

UnionPay International 
plans to join hands with 
M u t u a l  T r u s t  B a n k , 
Bangladesh City Bank and 
other financial institutions 
in  i s su ing  hundreds  o f 
thousands of UnionPay cards 
for the use of Bangladeshi 
people both domestically 
and in the global UnionPay 
network. UnionPay QR code 
payment service will cover 
local businesses in transport, 
r e ta i l ,  ca te r ing ,  pub l ic 
payment and other sectors. 
The e-wallet of Mutual Trust 
Bank will also comply with 
the UnionPay standard.

 “Our cooperation with 
UnionPay International has 
brought more diversified 
p a y m e n t  s e r v i c e s  f o r 
Bangladeshi consumers,” 
Anis said, adding that Mutual 
Trust Bank will learn from 
UnionPay’s experience in 
developing and promoting 
mobile payment products to 
better serve businesses and 
consumers.

S h e i k h  M o h a m m a d 
Maroof, managing director 
a t  C i t y  B a n k  L i m i t e d , 
said that cooperating with 
UnionPay International has 
brought new opportunities 
for financial development 
in Bangladesh, and both 
parties will fully cooperate in 
acquiring business and online 
payment. “Currently about 
40 percent of Bangladeshi 
people cannot enjoy modern 
financial services. UnionPay 
will enable them to access the 
vast opportunities brought 
about by inclusive finance.”

             (People's Daily )

Financial cooperation brings
 more payment services to
 Bangladeshi consumers

    China has always 
a t t a c h e d  g r e a t 
importance to and firmly 
s a f e g u a r d e d  c y b e r 
security. It will continue 
to take part actively in the 
international cooperation 
over cyber security and 
work with all parties to 
build a cyberspace that is 
peaceful, secure, open, 
cooperative and orderly.
 

To our readers:
Thank you for your long-term support.
To provide better services and publish more news on the “Belt 

and Road” Initiative for you, we beg if you can offer your precious 
advices for us, including what kind of news you are mostly inter-
ested in about the “Belt and Road”, how to make these news more 
attractive from your point of view and others.

It is highly appreciated if you can kindly send your pre-
cious advices to our email address: 1292930589@qq.com.

Again, please accept our sincere thanks for you.
Happy every day!
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Wuliang Mountain:  
Stories of people and nature

Yunnan: Ploughing blue ocean of 
digital economy

Editor's Note: The 2019 
Government Work Report of 
Yunnan devoted a whole chapter 
to the construction of Digital 
Yunnan. The province vows to 
promote digital construction 
in a proactive, orderly and 
steady manner, expand cloud-
based government services, 
and implement the "Beyond the 
Cloud" action plan. 

In 2018, according to Alibaba 
Group's China Digital Economy 
Development Report, Yunnan 
registered a 49.6 percent growth 
year on year in sales of digital 

economy, ranking second 
in China. Currently, many 
provinces in China are giving 
priority to digital economy, 
and Yunnan is no exception.

In February 2019, the 
Yunnan provincial government 
set up a leading group for the 
construction of Digital Yunnan. 
Meanwhile, the province has 
formulated a series of related 
measures on taxation, finance, 
talents and land.

According to the Governor 
of Yunnan Province Ruan 
Chengfa, the digital economy 

w i l l  b e  t h e  k e y  t o  t h e 
province's economic and social 
development in the next 10 to 
20 years and beyond. 

"Yunnan's position in China's 
opening-up to the outside world 
is an advantage for developing 
the digital economy," said 
Professor Zhang Guoshun of 
Yunnan University. He said 
that Yunnan should seize the 
opportunity to build itself into a 
digital economic agglomeration 
area opening up for South and 
Southeast Asia. 

                    (Yunnan Daily）        
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