
Chinese President Xi Jinping 
delivered a keynote speech at the 
opening ceremony of the Second 
Belt and Road Forum for Interna-
tional Cooperation in Beijing on 
April 26. Here are the highlights.

   
Belt and Road opens up new 
space for global economic growth

Joint building of the Belt and 
Road has opened up new space for 
the world’s economic growth. It 
also created a new platform to boost 
international trade and investment, 
expanded new practices to optimize 
global economic governance, and 
made contributions to improving 
people’s well-being of all countries.

  
High-quality development of Belt 
and Road stressed

The principle of extensive 
consultation, joint contribution 
and shared benefits should be up-
held. The open, green and clean 
approaches should be adhered to. 
The goals of high-standard, liveli-
hood-improving and sustainable 
development should be achieved.

High-quality, sustainable infra-
structure under BRI highlighted

Infrastructure is the cornerstone 
of connectivity and a bottleneck of 
development confronting many 
countries. Building infrastructure 

with such standards can help coun-
tries give full play to their advantag-
es in resources and better integrate 
into the global supply, industry and 
value chains for interconnected de-
velopment.

China to sign more high-stan-
dard free trade agreements

China will negotiate and sign 
high-standard free trade agreements 
with more countries.

China to support 5,000 people for 
BRI innovation exchanges

 China will support 5,000 people 

from innovation sector in Belt and 
Road countries in conducting ex-
changes, training programs and joint 
researches in the next five years.

    
Sustainable development under 
BRI stressed

China will work with other 
parties to promote a coalition of sus-
tainable cities and an international 
coalition for green development 
under the Belt and Road Initiative.

China to invite 10,000 repre-
sentatives of political parties, 
think tanks, NGOs from 

B&R countries
A total of 10,000 representatives 

of political parties, think tanks and 
non-governmental organizations 
from countries participating in the 
Belt and Road Initiative will be in-
vited to China for exchanges in the 
next five years.

   
China to allow foreign businesses 
in more sectors with controlling 
or full stake

China will allow foreign in-
vestors to operate businesses in 
more sectors with controlling or 
full stake. China will roll out a new 

batch of pilot free trade zones. 

China prohibits forced technolo-
gy transfer

China will step up protecting the 
legitimate rights and interests of for-
eign owners of intellectual property 
rights, and prohibit the forced trans-
fer of technology. China will create 
a business environment in which the 
value of knowledge is respected. 

China to increase imports on 
larger scale

China will increase imports of 
goods and services on a larger scale. 

China will further lower its tariff 
rates.

China not to adopt beg-
gar-thy-neighbor currency deval-
uation

China will continue to improve 
the exchange rate formation mech-
anism of its currency, the renminbi, 
and keep the exchange rate gen-
erally stable on a reasonable and 
balanced level.

China establishes mechanism for 
fulfilling international agreements

China attaches great importance 
to the establishment of a constraint 
mechanism for the fulfillment and 
implementation of international 
agreements, and the modification 
and improvement of laws and regu-
lations in accordance with the need 
of further opening-up.

Fair treatment to Chinese enter-
prises, students, scholars abroad 
called for

All countries should create a 
sound investment environment, and 
treat Chinese enterprises, students 
and scholars abroad as equals. All 
countries should provide a fair and 
friendly environment for them to 
carry out normal international ex-
changes and cooperation.

                                 (China Daily)            
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Par t ic ipants  in  the 
second Belt and Road 
Forum for International 
Cooperation (BRF) held 
from April 25 to 27 also 
cited concrete examples to 
refute the much-hyped "debt 
trap" and other unfounded 
charges hurled at the BRI.

In an interview with 
Xinhua, Greek scholar 
George Tzogopoulous, a 
senior research fellow at 
the International Center for 
European Studies, a think 
tank based in Nice, France, 
highlighted the successful 
cooperation between Greece 
and China on Piraeus port.

In 2016, China's COSCO 
SHIPPING purchased a 
67-percent stake in Piraeus 
port. In just two years, its 
container throughput has 
increased from 880,000 TEUs 
in 2010 to 4.9 million TEUs in 
2018, ranking second among 
all Mediterranean ports.

"COSCO came and 
invested in Greece at a time 
that was very difficult for 
the national economy of 
Greece ... and it respected 
the European framework," 
s a i d  T z o g o p o u l o u s .

The BRI is a "source of 
hope" for developing countries 
that need infrastructure 
construction and investment 
within the BRI framework, said 
Leon Juste Ibombo, minister 
of posts, telecommunications 
and the digital economy of 
the Republic of the Congo, at 
a thematic forum Thursday.

Daryl Wade Swanepoel, 
convenor of the African 
National Congress Progressive 
Business Forum of South 
Africa, refuted such claims 
that the BRI may trap 
participating countries in debt, 
stressing that China is creating 
opportunities for investment 
on the basis of mutual benefit 
and win-win outcomes.

           (Xinhua)
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On April 25th,  12 sub-
forums of the Second Belt and 
Road Forum for International 
Cooperation were held in Beijing.

Thousands of guests, from 
China and other countries, 
carried out in-depth discussions 
on policy, infrastructure, trade, 
financial and people-to-people 
connectivity, as well as think tank 
exchanges, clean, digital, green 
and innovative Silk Road, overseas 
economic and trade cooperation 
zones and local cooperation.

Policy connectivity: more than 60 
results

The policy connectivity sub-
forum produced more than 60 
inspiring results. They included the 
publishing of “The Belt and Road 
Initiative: Progress, Contributions 
and Prospects” in seven languages 
and the signing of a number of 
agreements with many countries 
and international organizations 
on the Belt and Road Initiative, 
capacity cooperation, third-party 
market cooperation and other fields. 

Infrastructure connectivity: a 
new stage of comprehensive and 
pragmatic cooperation

T h e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
connectivity sub-forum focused 
on higher quality connectivity. 
The attendees signed 35 bilateral 
and multilateral memorandums 
of understanding, cooperation 
letters of intent, investment and 
project cooperation agreements 
in transportation, energy, 
telecommunications and so on.

Trade connectivity: supporting 

the multilateral trading system
During the trade connectivity 

sub-forum, the attendees were 
positive about what the Belt and 
Road cooperation has achieved in 
economy and trade. With a rise in 
unilateralism and protectionism, 
they expressed their hope for further 
deepening all-round economic and 
trade cooperation and promoting 
the high quality development of the 
Belt and Road trade connectivity.

Financial connectivity: 
promoting sustainable financing

The financial connectivity 
forum achieved a series of results: 
the Ministry of Finance of China 
published the "Debt Sustainability 
Framework for participating 
countries of the Belt and Road 
Initiative", and collaborated with 

the Asian Infrastructure Investment 
Bank and seven other international 
institutions in establishing the 
Multilateral Cooperation Centre 
for Development Finance.

People-to-people connectivity: 
towards higher quality

The people- to-people 
connectivity forum summarized 
the achievements of the Belt and 
Road Initiative in connecting 
peoples and defined the key 
directions for future development.

The sub-forum launched the 
Silk Road Community Building 
Initiative, a network for NGOs to 
cooperate among BRI countries. 

Think tank exchanges: exerting 
unique advantages of think tanks

The attendees were divided 
into a think tank group and a 
media group. They carried out 
heated discussions on topics 
such as how to build synergy 
with the Belt and Road plan, 
jointly establish an international 
rules system, develop the global 
economy in an inclusive and shared 
manner and build a community 
of shared future for mankind.

Clean Silk Road: the Beijing 
Initiative

The sub-forum on Clean Silk 
Road focused on building a clean 
and honest business environment, 
improving the companies' integrity 

and compliance, and establishing 
an exchange and cooperation 
platform for anti-corruption and rule 
of law. China, relevant countries, 
international organizations and 
representatives of business and 
industry academia jointly launched 
“Beijing Initiative for the Clean 
Silk Road”, and the thematic sub-
forum also reached a series of 
memorandums of understanding 
on anti-corruption cooperation.

Digital Silk Road: invigorating 
the Belt and Road construction

At the sub-forum on Digital 
Silk Road, 15 companies from 
eight countries exchanged texts on 
eight newly contracted cooperation 
projects. On the theme of "jointly 
building the 21st Century Digital 
Silk Road", the attendees carried 
out in-depth discussions on 
innovation-driven development, 
cooperation in frontier fields 
such as digital economy, artificial 
intelligence, nanotechnology 
and quantum computers, as well 
as big data, cloud computing 
and construction of smart cities.

Green Silk Road: the BRI 
international green development 
coalition

The sub-forum on green 
Silk Road officially established 
the International Coalition for 
Green Development on the 
Belt and Road as a platform for 

policy communication, sharing 
of environmental knowledge 
and information, exchanges and 
transfers of green technology. 
The sub-forum also launched 
a BRI big data platform for 
environmental protection, a green, 
efficient refrigeration initiative, 
a green lighting initiative and a 
green "going global" initiative.

Innovative Silk Road: gathering 
the power of innovation

The sub-forum on innovative 
Silk Road had the theme of 
"Innovation for a shared future". 
The attendees made suggestions 
on scientific and technological 
innovation cooperation among 
the countries along the Belt and 
Road. They proposed to better 
align the development needs and 
pool innovative elements and 
resources to bring the Belt and 
Road innovation to a higher level.

Overseas economic and trade 
cooperation zones: new spaces for 
healthy and orderly development

The sub-forum on overseas 
economic and trade cooperation 
zones was themed on "jointly 
building overseas economic 
and trade cooperation zones and 
promoting the Belt and Road 
investment cooperation". The 
attendees agreed on stronger 
cooperation in policy cooperation, 
planning guidance, financing 
innovation and service facilitation, 
which they believed would create 
new and greater spaces for the 
healthy and orderly development 
of overseas economic and 
trade cooperation zones.

Local cooperation: continuously 
improving people's wellbeing

The sub-forum on local 
cooperation witnessed the 
signing of 14 local cooperation 
agreements, involving sister 
cities, cultural exchanges, 
economic and trade cooperation 
and so on. These agreements 
were positive signals from all 
parties for strengthening local 
cooperation on the Belt and Road 
Initiative and jointly promoting 
the building of a community 
with shared future for mankind.

            ( X i n h u a )

BELT AND ROAD

Highlights of Xi’s keynote speech at second B&R forum

The forum was covered by many media from different countries. Here journalists 
were making reports. (Xinhua)

Left: Chinese President Xi Jinping delivers a keynote speech at the opening ceremony of the 2nd  Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation. (Xinhua)
Right: Xi Jinping and leaders of other countries move steps to the meeting room for the opening ceremony.  (Xinhua)                                                                                  

Attendees
 highlight BRI's 

win-win dynamis, 
rebut "debt trap"

 allegations

 The prov ince wi l l 
reso lu te ly  remove 
u n r e a s o n a b l e 
t h r e s h o l d s  a n d 
restrictions to create 
a fa i r ,  compet i t ive 
market environment. 

Second B&R Forum for International Cooperation fruitful

 Editor’s Note: Since Chinese President Xi Jinping proposed the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) in 2013, 126 countries—including developed and developing ones—and 29 international organizations have signed BRI cooper-
ation documents with China. Trade volume between China and participating countries has exceeded $6 trillion, with investments of more than $80 billion and creation of 300,000 jobs.  From April 25 to 27, The second Belt and 
Road Forum for International Cooperation, including 12 thematic forums, an opening ceremony and a leaders’ roundtable, drew together some 5,000 participants from more than 150 countries and 90 international organiza-
tions. A total of $64 billion in deals were concluded and signed during the forum. This issue, let’s see what have been achieved during the forum, what China will do in the future, and how participants see the “Belt and Road”.                 

Recently, the Yunnan 
Provincial Government 
held news conferences to 
interpret “Opinions on Further 
Improving the Business 
Environment” ("Opinions") 
and “Ten Actions to Improve 
the Business Environment 
in Yunnan Province” ("Ten 
Actions") issued recently in 
response to social concerns. 

After identifying 2019 as the 
Year of Business Environment 
Improvement,  Yunnan 
has drafted the “Opinions” 
and the “Ten Actions”.

The “Opinions” put 
forward 30 specific measures 
in eight aspects. First, the 
province will resolutely 
remove unreasonable 
thresholds and restrictions 
to create a fair, competitive 
market environment. Second, 
the province will continuously 
improve the quality and 
efficiency of project approval 
services. Third, the province 
will further reduce the taxes 
and fees for companies 
and in turn their costs of 
production and operation. 
Fourth, the province will 
focus on the companies' 
concerns and strengthen the 
protection of factors. Fifth, 
the province will exercise 
stronger oversight over 
delegated matters when they 
are being handled and after 
they have been handled and 
maintain a good social order. 
Sixth, the province will 
vigorously protect property 
rights and create a good 
environment for starting 
businesses and innovation. 
Seventh, the province will 
facilitate foreign investment 
and trade and enhance the 
ability to protect opening 
up to the outside world. 
Eighth, the province will 
strengthen organisation 
and leadership to create 
a  good  a tmosphere .

The “Ten Act ions” 
consisted of 46 articles in 10 
aspects, including the actions 
to improve government 
s e r v i c e s ,  s t r e a m l i n e 
administration and delegate 
powers, guarantee that all 
companies enjoy equal 
rights, provide favourable 
conditions for companies 
in terms of their expenses 
on water, electricity and 
natural gas, taxation and real 
estate registration, facilitate 
the investment and trade, 
optimize business services, 
support the development 
of companies, safeguard 
the companies' rights, 
strengthen oversight over 
delegated matters when they 
are being handled and after 
they have been handled, and 
implement various policies 
and measures. The "Ten 
Actions" comprehensively 
covers all aspects of the 
business environment, and 
the document clearly enlists 
the contents of actions and 
responsible organisations.

Yunnan sets 
to optimize
 business

 environment
BY ZHU DAN                      

Attendees applaud at the opening ceremony of the 2nd Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation. (Xinhua)


