
Editor’s Note: In recent 
years, China UnionPay, Ant 
Financial and the Chinese 
Consortium of Shenzhen Stock 
Exchange and Shanghai Stock 
Exchange (hereinafter the 
Shenzhen-Shanghai Stock 
Exchange Consortium) have 
successively started or deep-
ened strategic cooperation 
with Bangladesh. As a series of 
projects advance, the financial 
cooperation and integration is 
getting more comprehensive and 
pragmatic, facilitating the con-

struction of Belt and Road in both 
countries.

In a large shopping mall in 
Dhaka, a customer by the name 
of Saeed is scanning a QR code 
with bKash, the Bangladesh 
version of the Chinese system 
called Alipay. He’s buying 
shampoo. “I’ve been using mo-
bile payment for a year. Now 
I don’t carry any cash on me, 
and I get no change. It’s simple 
and quick, and I receive credits 
for going mobile. Now, more 
and more people are using mo-

bile payment,” Saeed said.
Last April, the largest Ban-

gladeshi mobile payment com-
pany, bKash, reached a strategic 
partnership with Ant Financial 
to build the Bangladesh version 
of Alipay. The agreement aims 
to provide local consumers 
with safer and more convenient 
digital financial services, mak-
ing Bangladesh the ninth Belt 
and Road country to cooperate 
with Ant Financial.

After establishing its stra-
tegic partnership with Ant 

Financial, bKash introduced 
QR-code payments and other 
mobile payment methods. Last 
year, bKash users celebrat-
ed their first Double Eleven 
Shopping Festival through the 
e-commerce platform Daraz.

To date, the Bangladeshi 
version of Alipay covers bank 
transfers, payment for landline 
telephone bills, shopping, book-
ing of exhibition tickets and 
other services. It also supports 
online loans and repayments for 
multiple large local microfinance 

institutions, as well as internation-
al transfers, cross-border remit-
tances and other business-related 
endeavours.

The bKash CEO Kamal 
Quadir said, “While helping 
Bangladesh with digital trans-
formation, Alipay has also 
shared its wealth of experience 
in inclusive financial services. 
Now, more and more Bangla-
deshi people see the benefits of 
safe, convenient, transparent 
and inclusive financial ser-
vices.”    (China Daily)                        
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Benefiting from the Belt 
and Road Initiative and the 
China-Myanmar Economic 
Corridor, Jiegao, a small border 
town in southwestern China's 
Yunnan province, is poised to 
rise not only as a vital gateway 
between the two countries, but 
also an important location for the 
greater Southeast Asia region.

With an area of just 2 square 
kilometers, Jiegao, which means 
"old city" in the language of the 
Dai ethnic group, is adjacent to 
Muse in Myanmar. Separated 
by the Ruili River from the 
major part of Ruili city, the 
peninsula-like zone makes it 
possible for it to enjoy special 
policies, and become a growth 
engine for the local economy.

In 2000, it became China's 
first Special Export Processing 
Zone. Also known as a policy of 
"within the border but beyond 
the customs", it allows all goods 
in the processing zone, namely 
Jiegao, to be eligible for duty free 
trade, among other export and 
import preferential conditions.

In 2018, the customs in Jiegao 
saw upward of 17 million entries 
and exits made by visitors and 
residents living along the border. 
More than 90 percent of the visits 

were by foreigners, making it 
one of the busiest land ports in 
China dealing with foreign entries, 
according to the local customs.

"The unique geographical 
advantage of Jiegao, and more 
broadly Ruili, has made us an 
important transportation hub," 
said Xie Dapeng, mayor of Ruili.

"We are confident that 
with more supportive policies 
being approved by the Chinese 
government, the potential of a 
hub would be fully tapped in the 
years to come," said Xie, as the 
city launched its first international 
duty-free shopping festival during 
the Water Splash Festival, which 
took place on April 13 this year, 
the most celebrated traditional 
festival for the Dai ethnic group.

 In line with the agreements 
reached by the two countries, 
construction of international 
railways, highways and 
waterways is in full swing.

Once completed, Ruili, 
the nearest Chinese city to the 
Indian Ocean, is not only going 
to signify the start of a new route 
in Southeast Asia that will bring 
enormous economic opportunities 
for nations along the route, but 
also diversify China's means of 
transportation.(China Daily)
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Located in central Yunnan’s 
Chuxiong Yi Autonomous 
Prefecture, Nanhua County 
was  known as  Zhennan 
Prefecture in ancient times. 
Here, the Zhennan Yueqin (four-
stringed moon-shaped Chinese 
mandolin) has risen to fame 
across the province since the 
Qing Dynasty(1644-1912). 
Now, the craft of making 
Zhennan Yueqin has been put 
into the list of the provincial-

level intangible cultural heritage. 
Born in 1963 in Chahe 

Village, Nanhua, Li Shuming 
has showed his artistic talents 
in s inging,  dancing and 
playing music instrument 
since childhood. Among all 
the instruments, Yueqin has 
given him a deep impression.

Li Shuming was raised 
in a carpenter family and is 
skilled in making Zhennan 
Yueqin. Starting 1997, Li has 

improved his skills of making 
Yueqin. Now, the instrument he 
makes is regarded as the best in 
the province. In 2010, Li was 
designated as the provincial-
level inheritor of the craft of 
making Zhennan Yueqin.

According to Li, the making 
is very complicated and goes 
through more than ten procedures. 
From dissecting wood to 
designing and carving patterns, 
from painting to stringing, every 
step is completed manually. 
Hence a low output each year. 

To pass on the craft, Li receives 
dozens of apprentices, some 
of whom has already become 
masters. The Zhennan Yueqin 
Li makes not only sells well 
in China, but also is popular in 
foreign countries. On behalf of 
Yunnan, Li has participated in 
exhibitions held in first-tier Chinese 
cities like Shenzhen, Shanghai 
and Beijing. And he is making 
innovative efforts in protecting 
and inheriting the craft of making 
Zhennan Yueqin.  (Trans-
edited by Zu Hongbing)    

Shangri-la City is a node on the western Yunnan tourist loop. There, the Ganden Sumtseling Monastery is known as the 
“Little Potala Palace“.                                                                                                                                             Photo by Yang Zheng
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Bangladesh-China financial cooperation helps 
increase popularity of mobile payment 

Yunnan's foreign trade up 
13.4% in Q1

The foreign trade volume of 
Yunnan Province rose 13.4 percent 
to 50.1 billion yuan (7.48 billion 
U.S. dollars) in the first quarter of 
2019, local customs authorities 
announced April 17.

The province’s export volume 
totaled 21.5 billion yuan, up 31.8 
percent, while the import volume 
reached 28.5 billion yuan, an 
increase of 2.5 percent from the 
same period last year, showed 
statistics released by the customs of 
Kunming, the provincial capital.

The foreign trade volume 
with the major trade partners 
maintained sound growth. Trade 
with countries along the Belt and 

Road reached 35.1 billion yuan, 
an increase of 5.3 percent year on 
year, accounting for 70.1 percent 
of Yunnan’s total.

Of these, Yunnan trade vol-
umes with the ASEAN, Europe 
and Latin America increased by 
12.9 percent, 40.4 percent and 71.5 
percent respectively.

Yunnan mainly exported pro-
duce, electromechanical products 
and labor-intensive products, with 
export contributing 88.2 percent 
of Yunnan’s total foreign trade 
volume. In 2018, Yunnan’s foreign 
trade volume reached a historic 
high of 197.3 billion yuan. 

                           (Yunnan Daily)
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Li Shuming is making the Zhennan Yueqin. Online photo

Border town offers a gateway 
for commerce

TRADE
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China said on April 15 that 
the Belt and Road Initiative is 
open to economic cooperation 
with other countries and 
regions, and it  does not 
become involved in territorial 
disputes of relevant parties.

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Lu Kang said 
at a daily news briefing that 
although the initiative was 
proposed by China, it is an 
international project for the 
public good.

While  advancing the 
initiative, China upholds the 
principle of equality, openness 
and transparency and sticks 
to enterprise-oriented market 
operations as well as market 
laws and well-accepted 

international rules, Lu said.
Lu added that the initiative 

is open to all parties that are 
interested in and willing to 
join in win-win cooperation.

It will not exclude any 
party, he said, adding that 
China is willing to wait 
i f  relevant  part ies  need 
more time to consider their 
participation.

He noted that since the 
first Belt and Road Forum for 
International Cooperation two 
years ago, more countries and 
international organizations 
have joined in the construction 
of the Belt and Road.

So far, 125 countries and 
29 international organizations 
have signed BRI cooperation 
documents  wi th  China , 
according to Lu. 

China says Belt, Road will 
not get involved in territorial 

disputes

Truck busy with transporting goods in Jiegao  Photo by Zhang Tong

Li Shuming: Innovative inheritors of 
Zhennan Yueqin making

Yunnan striving to build 
western tourist loop

On April 16th, while presiding 
over a meeting on creating the 
western Yunnan tourist loop, 
Yunnan provincial Governor 
Ruan Chengfa vowed to 
strengthen and optimize planning 
of the undertaking. This will 
be done to promote the 
construction of transportation 
infrastructure and create 
a more integrated tourism 
service system. These efforts 
aim to build the province into 
a unique tourist destination in 
the world.

Ruan Chengfa said that 
western Yunnan features 
d i s t i n c t i v e  g e o l o g i c a l 
conditions, abundant natural 
l a n d s c a p e s ,  n u m e r o u s 

biological species and diverse 
ethnic cultures. All of these 
features promise great potential 
for further developing tourism. 
After years of effort, the 
province has developed a 
number of signature tourist 
routes and famous scenic spots.

T h e  w e s t e r n  Yu n n a n 
tourist loop includes Deqin, 
Shangri-La, Dali, Baoshan, 
Ruili, Tengchong, Lushui, and 
Gongshan. The route includes 
plateau gorges, snow-capped 
mountains, meadows, rivers, 
lakes, volcanoes, geothermal 
resources, ancient cities, ethnic 
culture, border customs and 
jewellery. It will promote the 
overall transformation and 

upgrading of tourism in western 
Yunnan and boost the free flow 
of people, logistics, capital 
and other economic factors. 
The overall plan is to integrate 
tourism, culture, and technology 
and poverty alleviation. In 
this way, lush mountains and 
lucid waters will translate into 
invaluable assets for promoting 
the economic and social 
development of the mountainous 
areas in western Yunnan. This 
goal is of particular significance 
for real poverty alleviation 
and high quality leap-forward 
development in poverty-stricken 
areas in the far northwest such as 
Nujiang and Diqing. 

                      (Yunnan Daily)       

Editor's Note: On April 
9th, Yunnan Daily Press Group 
and Yunnan Forestry and 
Grassland Bureau jointly 
launched a  large-scale 
convergence media interview 
in Jingdong Yi Autonomous 
County. With the theme of 
"Beautiful Yunnan – Passing 
through Natural Reserves", 
the interview focuses on the 
environmental protection in 
the Wuliang Mountain and 
the Ailao Mountain. The 
interview fully showcases the 
incomparable biodiversity 
h e re  a n d  d e m o n s t r a t e 
how lucid waters and lush 
mountains are invaluable 
assets. 

"People say that with so 
many years of education, 
I should sit behind a big 
desk rather than trek in the 
mountains," said Luo Kang. 
Wearing slightly curly hair 
and dark skin, he looks like 
a farmer. But he has been 
s tudying orni thological 
ecology for nearly eight years, 
and is now a doctoral student 
at the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences.

When he was a l i t t le 

boy, he was obsessed with 
watching birds. To learn more 
about them, he majored in 
ecology at university. Since he 
began to study for his master's 
degree, he has given up an 
opportunity to work in the 
city and headed for the slopes 
of the Ailao Mountains in 
Yunnan province. Now that he 
has fully adapted to the forest, 
he sometimes ignores traffic 
lights during the monthly 10-
day reunion with his wife.

During his studies, Luo 
Kang has noticed that many 
birds in the Ailao Mountains 
were unable to build nests in 
the planted pine forests. He 
introduced artificial nests that 
have been in use in Western 
countries for more than a 
century. After two years of 
hard work, he has built some 
500 "bird villas" and 22 
percent of them are occupied. 
Real-time monitoring of the 
nests shows that the birds 
have settled into their new 
homes and multiplied in the 
forest, effectively reducing 
the occurrence of pests and 
diseases. 

                (Yunnan Daily)

Doctor of ornithological ecology
 building "villas" for birds 

To our readers:

Thank you for your long-term support.
To provide better services and publish more news on the “Belt 

and Road” Initiative for you, we beg if you can offer your precious 
advices for us, including what kind of news you are mostly inter-
ested in about the “Belt and Road”, how to make these news more 
attractive from your point of view and others.

It is highly appreciated if you can kindly send your pre-
cious advices to our email address: 1292930589@qq.com.

Again, please accept our sincere thanks for you.
Happy every day!
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Kunming Custom officials check flowers to be exported to SE Asia.  
                                                                                               Photo by  Yang Zheng
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