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Belt and Road development 
on high-quality path 

China and India should
enhance political mutual trust 

On April 22, Foreign  Min-
istry Spokesperson Geng 

Shuang responded to media 
in a regular press conference 
about international affairs.

Q: The Indian Foreign 
Secre ta ry  Vi jay  Keshav 
Gokhale was reportedly visiting 
China and held talks with State 
Councilor and Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi. Can you just update 
us on the details of the talks 
and the issues discussed?

A :  I n d i a n  F o r e i g n 
Secre ta ry  Vi jay  Keshav 
Gokhale is visiting China 
from April 21 to 22. State 
C o u n c i l o r  a n d  F o r e i g n 
M i n i s t e r  Wa n g  Yi  m e t 
with him and Vice Foreign 
Minister Kong Xuanyou held 
talks with him. 

In the meeting and talks, 

the Chinese side said that as 
neighboring major countries, 
representatives of emerging 
economies and strategic 
cooperative partners, China 
and India should step up 
strategic communication, 
enhance political mutual 
t r u s t  a n d  m a i n t a i n 
c l o s e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d 
cooperation in international 
and regional affairs. Our 
shared interests far outweigh 
differences. The two sides 
need to strengthen solidarity 
and  coo rd ina t i on ,  keep 
the  pos i t ive  momentum 
of the sound and steady 
development of bilateral 
relations achieved since the 
Wuhan summit  be tween 
our  leaders ,  and uphold 
the common interests of 

e m e r g i n g  m a r k e t s  a n d 
developing countries.

Foreign Secretary Vijay 
Keshav Gokhale said in the 
meeting and talks that since 
the Wuhan summit, the two 
sides have had active political 
i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  a d v a n c e d 
practical cooperation and 
successfully held the first 
meeting of the India-China 
high level people-to-people 
exchanges mechanism. India 
stands ready to maintain 
high-level exchange with 
C h i n a ,  e n h a n c e  m u t u a l 
understanding, accommodate 
each other's concerns and 
strive for greater progress in 
bilateral relations.

 (News source:Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the People's 
Republic of China)

IN THE NEWS

ECHO FOCUS

Yunnan develops western Yunnan tourist loop

Indian Ambassador to Chi-
na Vikram Misri said that 

India will send a delegation 
to the upcoming Conference 
on Dialogue of Asian Civili-
zations in Beijing. Recently, 
Vikram Misr i  said in an 
exclusive interview that he 
hoped to strengthen the dia-
logue and cultural exchanges 
between India and China 
through attending the Con-
ference.

Vikram Misri said that 
both India and China are 
ancient civilizations in Asia. 
Since ancient times, India 
and China have maintained 
v a r i o u s  e x c h a n g e s  a n d 
communications. India will 
send a delegation to the 
Conference. It is hoped that 
through the conference, India 
and China can strengthen 
d i a l o g u e  a n d  c u l t u r a l 

exchanges, enhance mutual 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b e t w e e n 
the two peoples ,  reduce 
m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  a n d 
enhance traditional friendship. 
At present, India and China 
h a v e  c l o s e  e x c h a n g e s 
i n  c o m m e r c e ,  t o u r i s m , 
culture and education. The 
Conference is also a good 
opportunity to promote India-
china relations.

V i k r a m  M i s r i  s a i d 
that  2020 wil l  mark the 
70th  anniversary  of  the 
establishment of diplomatic 
ties between India and China, 
and the two countries will 
take various activities to 
celebrate the anniversary. 
One year ago, Prime Minister 
M o d i  a n d  P r e s i d e n t  X i 
Jinping held an informal 
mee t ing  in  Wuhan .  The 
leaders of the two countries 

agreed that India and China 
need to strengthen cultural 
e x c h a n g e s  t o  d e e p e n 
m u t u a l  f r i e n d s h i p  a n d 
mutual understanding. Last 
December, the two foreign 
ministers co-chaired the 
"First Meeting of China-
I n d i a  S e n i o r  P e o p l e ' s 
Exchange Mechanism" in 
New Delhi and determined 
to strengthen humanities 
exchanges  and  cu l tu ra l 
exchanges between the two 
countries. At present, India-
China relations are constantly 
developing harmoniously. 
Vikram Misri hope that with 
the 70th anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic 
relations between India and 
China, and the development 
of bilateral relations will be 
able to take it to the next 
level.         (By Tang Yuangui)

COMMUNICATION

Vikram Misri:Strengthening 
India-China dialogue 

and cultural exchanges

When presiding over a meeting on the build-
ing of the western Yunnan tourist loop 

on April 16, Yunnan provincial governor Ruan 
Chengfa vowed to strengthen and optimize 
planning of the undertaking, and to promote the 
construction of transportation infrastructure and 
create a more integrated tourism service system. 
These efforts aim to build the province into a 
unique tourist destination in the world.

The western Yunnan tourist loop to be built 
includes Deqin, Shangri-la, Lijiang, Dali, Baoshan, 
Ruili, Tengchong, Lushui and Gongshan. By 
building this tourist loop, the province aims to 
promote the overall upgrade and restructuring of 
tourism in its western part, while speeding up the 
poverty alleviation in Nujiang Lisu Autonomous 
Prefecture and Diqing Tibetan Autonomous 
Prefecture. 

Deqin: Hometown of Yunnan snub-nosed 
monkeys

Deqin County is under the jurisdiction of 
Diqing Prefecture and is a home to most revered 
holy mountain in Tibetan areas—the Meili Snow 
Mountain. The towering mountain, deep valleys 
and running rivers constitute the most unique 
scenery. In the mountain, four seasons can be 
found on different altitudes and all eco landscapes 
of the northern hemisphere are condensed there. 
Of all these views, the most breathtaking is the sun 
shining on the snow-capped peaks of the Meili 
Snow Mountain. Hidden in the mountain, the 
Tibetan village Yubeng is dubbed as a fairyland 
for its idyllic beauty.

Another well-known mountain in Deqin is the 
Baima Snow Mountain where there is the most 
beautiful forest of azaleas in China. In spring and 
summer, the azaleas bloom and their fragrance 
refreshes minds of tourists. In autumn and winter, 
the forest on Baima Snow Mountain turns on 
different colors, presenting amazing views. The 
mountain is also home to 2,000-2,500 Yunnan 
snub-nosed monkeys, which accounts for 70% of 
the world’s total.

Deqin is the first place the Jinsha River enters 
Yunnan. In Benzilan Town where the Ancient 
Tea and Horse Road passes through, tourists can 
overlook the spectacular turn of the Jinsha River.

Shangri-la: The center of the sun and the moon

Also located in Diqing Prefecture, Shangri-la 
City boasts the first national park of China——
the Pudacuo National Park where there are mirror-
like alpine lakes, grasslands with plenty of water 
and lush grass, flower-blooming wetlands, and 
primitive forest.

Here, the Dukezong ancient town is the largest 
well-preserved traditional Tibetan house cluster 

in China. Walking in this 1,300-year-old town, 
visitors can find many traces left behind by the 
horse caravans in the old times.

Here, the Ganden Sumtseling Monastery is 
known as the “Little Potala Palace”. Built on a 
mountain slope, the monastery is in a unique shape 
and is regarded as a “Tibetan Art Museum”.

Here, the Balog Zon is a fairyland on earth and also 
the most mysterious among all mysterious lands.

Here, deep in the forest, the Napa Lake forms 
a beautiful painting together with the snow peaks, 
grasslands, yaks and sheep. 

Lijiang: A place where you want to stay
As a prefecture-level city in northwest Yunnan, 

Lijiang has been put onto the list of Chinese 
Historical and Cultural Cities. The ancient town of 
Lijiang looks so amazing whether you are in it or 
see it from a bird’s eye view.

Here, the Jade Dragon Snow Mountain is the 
southernmost of its kind covered with snow all 
year round in China. Seen from afar, the snow-
capped peaks are like a magnificent flying dragon.

Here, hidden in the southern slope of the 
Jade Dragon Snow Mountain, Wenhai is a well-
known Naxi ethnic village where there are still no 
concrete houses. People still lead life in traditional 
ways.

Here, the Shitou Village was built on a large 
protruding rock with cliffs on three sides and a 
rocky slope on the fourth. Located at the junction 
area between Sichuan and Yunnan provinces, the 
Shitou Village is like a castle with natural barriers.

Dali: The wind, flowers, snow and moon

Located in west Yunnan, Dali is known for 
the Four Famous Scenes. They are the wind in 
Xiaguan, flowers in Shangguan, snow on the Cang 
Mountain and the moon reflected in the Erhai 
Lake.

Here, you can wander in the lanes and streets 
of the ancient town, or you can also rent a car to 
drive around the Erhai Lake.

Here, you can experience the 3,000-year-old 
fishing culture in Xizhou Town where fishermen 
still follow the tradition of raising cormorants to 
help catch fish.

Here, you can learn how to make tie-dying. The 
hand-made tie-died cloth has beautiful patterns 
unmatched by those made by machines.

Baoshan: City with indelible memories

In west Yunnan’s Baoshan City, the Qinghua 
Lake sits on the outskirts of Longyang District and 
boasts both cultural and natural landscapes.

Here, the super-large Longjiang Bridge 
connects the Gaoligong Mountain and the border 
city of Tengchong.

Here, the Songshan Mountain in Longling 
County was once a battle filed in the Chinese 
People’s War of Resistance against Japanese 
Aggression. Indelible memories are told for 

generations. 
Ruili: Experiencing exotic culture
Situated in west Yunnan’s Dehong Dai and 

Jingpo Autonomous Prefecture, Ruili is a city on 
the Chinese side of China-Myanmar border line.

Here the scenes show different charms in line 
with the change of seasons, and even in a single 
day, they present different beautiful views as the 
sun rises and sets.

Here, the Jiele Golden Pagoda is the oldest of 
its kind in the region. Towering into the sky, the 
pagoda looks dazzlingly brilliant and splendid in 
green and gold.

Here, you can experience the exotic culture in 
the “One Village in Two Countries”. Nearby the 
No. 71 China-Myanmar Boundary Marker, there 
is a village which is divided into two parts by the 
border line. On the Chinese side, it’s called Yinjing 
and on the Myanmar side, its name is Mangxiu.

Here, you can pass through the Moli Tropical 
Rainforest scenic area. Leaving behind the hustles 
and bustles of city life, you can refresh yourself in 
the tranquil and amazing rainforest.

Tengchong: Destination of volcanoes and hot 
springs

Located in west Yunnan’s Baoshan City, 
Tengchong is a county-level city known for 
volcanoes and hot springs. The dormant volcanoes 
present spectacular views and hot springs make 
Tengchong a popular destination in the country.

Here, in the Beihai Wetland, there are rare floating 
meadows which are like large colorful carpets.

Here, the fairyland-like Jiangdong Village is 
home to thousands of gingko trees. When autumn 
comes, the golden leaves and simple houses 
contrast finely with each other.

Here, in the city town, folk houses stand 
row upon row on a mountain slope. And the 
Confucius Temple was built in the Ming 
Dynasty(1368-1644).

Lushui: Seasonal changes bring different scenes

Under the jurisdiction of Nujiang Lisu 
Autonomous Prefecture, the county-level Lushui 
City is located in the Nu River Gorge, one of the 
most spectacular and precipitous canyons in the 
world. In the foggy and cloudy canyon, Nu River 
runs like a raging dragon.

Here, the majestic Gaoligong Mountain is 
home to many beautiful landscapes. From spring 
to winter, it presents different beautiful scenes.

Here, you can enjoy the unique Laowo ham. 
The fermented ham is in dark reddish color, and 
tastes tender, fat but not greasy. 

Gongshan: Pearl of the Three Parallel River area
Gongshan is the northernmost county in 

Nujiang Prefecture. The Bingzhongluo Town is the 
most beautiful in the Nu River Gorge. Everyone 
who comes to visit the town is intoxicated by the 
tranquil and pastoral scenes.

Here, the idyllic Wuli Village is where the 
Ancient Tea and Horse Road passes through. 
Houses scatter in graceful disorders in the green 
fields. When cooking time comes, smoke curls 
upwards from kitchen chimneys of each house. 
What a tranquil and harmonious view it is!

The Qiunatong Village, located at the 
northernmost of Nu River Gorge, is just like a 
scroll of painting. With dense, primitive forest, 
and multiple waterfalls, Qiunatong is regarded as a 
paradise for hikers.         (Yunnan Daily news app) 

Chinese President Xi Jinping 
announced that extensive con-

sensus was reached on promoting 
"high-quality cooperation" under 
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) at 
the closing of the Second Belt and 
Road Forum for International Co-
operation (BRF) in Beijing Saturday.

"We spoke positively of the 
progress and significance of the co-
operation under the BRI. We shared 
the view that cooperation under the 
BRI has opened a gateway to op-
portunities for common prosperity," 
Xi said, when briefing the press 
about the outcomes of Apr. 27th 
roundtable meeting attended by 
leaders from 40 countries and inter-
national organizations.

Proposed by Xi in 2013, the BRI 
has extended from Asia and Europe 
to Africa, Americas and Oceania, 
opening up new space for world 
economy with better-than-expected 
results. More than 150 countries 
and international organizations have 
signed BRI cooperation documents 
with China.

At the roundtable meeting, the 
leaders enriched the concept of BRI 
cooperation and reaffirmed their 
commitment to a high-quality de-
velopment path, while clarifying the 
priorities for the future cooperation 
and deciding to strengthen overall 
cooperation in all areas, according 
to Xi.

"We all supported the idea of 
developing a global partnership for 
connectivity and agreed to strength-

en cooperation mechanisms," he 
said. "We all supported more prag-
matic cooperation to achieve more 
concrete outcomes."

A total of 283 items of practical 
outcomes were achieved in the 
preparatory process and during the 
forum, and cooperation agreements 
worth more than 64 billion U.S. 
dollars were signed at a CEO con-
ference during the forum, according 
to Xi.

About 5,000 participants from 
more than 150 countries and 90 
international organizations attended 
the forum.

In a keynote speech at the fo-
rum's opening ceremony Friday, 
President Xi announced a package 
of proposals to advance high-quali-
ty development of the BRI, calling 
on the international community to 
join hands to work out a "meticu-
lous painting" of the BRI.

The principle of extensive con-
sultation, joint contribution and 
shared benefits should be upheld, 
said Xi, stressing open, green and 
clean approaches, as well as goals 
of high-standard, livelihood-im-
proving and sustainable develop-
ment.

Strong support was expressed by 
leaders and business people from 
outside China.

Addressing the opening cere-
mony of the forum, Nursultan Naz-
arbayev, first president of Kazakh-
stan, said the BRI has "transcended 
the challenges of geography and 

unequal development," and China 
"has proven itself as a reliable, re-
sponsible partner in the internation-
al arena."

Chairman of China-Italy Cham-
ber of Commerce Davide Cucino 
said that nobody should doubt how 
positive the BRI idea is, and there is 
a heated discussion in Europe about 
how to join the BRI. "Sooner or 
later, all countries will embrace the 
initiative."

The BRI's five pillars -- policy 
coordination, facilities connectivity, 
unimpeded trade, financial integra-
tion, and people-to-people exchang-
es -- serve as "conceptual pillars 
that can be translated into real-life 
progress for all people," UN Secre-
tary-General Antonio Guterres said 
at the opening ceremony.

From 2013 to 2018, the trade 
volume between China and other 
B&R countries surpassed 6 trillion 
U.S. dollars, and China's investment 
in B&R countries exceeds 90 bil-
lion dollars.

Klaus Schwab, founder and 
executive chairman of the World 
Economic Forum, attended the first 
BRF in 2017. Recalling the first 
forum, he described the BRI then as 
"still a child growing up."

"Now the BRI has become an 
adult, which means that it has be-
come an important factor in the 
global economy. It has grown up," 
he told Xinhua at the second BRF. 

   (Xinhua News Agency)

Further reading:
Kunming Airport launches 

Belt and Road Lane
The Belt and Road Lane officially 

opened to incoming and outgoing pas-
sengers at 10 o’clock, on April 28 in 
Kunming Changshui International Air-
port (Kunming Airport for short). It is 
expected that the lane will provide more 
conveniences for people from Belt and 
Road countries who entering and leav-
ing China via Kunming Airport.

By the end of 2018,Kunming 
Airport operated air routes to 35 cities 
in five South Asian countries and ten 
Southeast Asian countries, making itself 
the airport in China with the most air 
routes to South and Southeast Asia.

On April 28, the day right after 
the conclusion of the Second Belt 
and Road Forum for International 
Cooperation Chinese National Im-
migration Administration opens the 
Belt and Road Lane in 12 airports 
include Kunming and six land ports. 
The lane is launched for the conven-
ience of people from Belt and Road 
countries to go through customs and 
immigration inspection process when 
they leave and enter China via these 
airports and land ports.

Since the “Belt and Road” In-
itiative was proposed in 2013, In 
Kunming Airport, the number of 
incoming and outgoing passengers 
increases year by year, with the 
highest increasing rate of 28.02%. In 
2018, the airport served four million 
incoming and outgoing passengers.

             (By Zuo Chao)

On April 29, it is learned 
from the 2019 First Yang 

Liping-Yunnan Impression 
International Photo Contest 
news conference that Contest 
started collecting outstanding 
Yunnan themed photographs 
both domestically and in-
ternationally on May 1. The 
highest prize is 30,000 yuan( 
around $4368) with a total 
bonus amount over 100,000 
yuan($14560).

The theme of the event is 
"re-discovering the beauty 
of Yunnan" which aims to 
discover Yunnan's ecological 
beauty, environmental beauty, 
urban beauty, rural beauty, 
and beautiful scenery through 
the contest and to promote the 
unique charm of Yunnan to 
the world.

The competition is divided 
into three stages: solicit 
contribustions, review, and 
exhibition tour. From May 1 
to October 8, 2019, photos 
are collected at home and 
ab road .  The  pho tos  a re 
required to be shot in Yunnan 
within the past three years 
fully showing the beauty of 
Yunnan, including landscape, 
culture and creativity and so 
on.

 D u r i n g  t h e  c a l l  f o r 
photos, the organizer will 
also organize outstanding 
photographers to make trips 
to various places in Yunnan 
for taking photos and to 
explore the beauty of Yunnan. 

The Golden Peacock prize, 
the Collector's Gold prize, 
the Collection Silver prize, 

the Collection Bronze Award, 
and the finalist prize will 
be awarded for the selected 
photos .  Al l  the  winning 
photos  wi l l  be  included 
in  the  "2019 Firs t  Yang  
Liping-Yunnan Impression 
International Photography 
Contest Collection" exquisite 
collection album which will 
be exhibited when the contest 
is over.

In addition, the winning 
picutres will be exhibited with 
a number of Yang Liping's 
plays performed all over China 
and around the world. About 
how to participate into the 
contest, readers could contact 
us (emai l :  284747510@
q q . c o m ) f o r  f u r t h e r 
information.  

                   By Liu Yanqin

1st Yang Liping-Yunnan Impression
 Int'l photo contest launched

REMARKABLE 70 YEARS

Editor’s note: The year 2019 marks the 70th anniversary of the founding of the People’s 
Republic of China. Over the past seven decades, China has developed from a poor, weak country 
to the second largest economy in the world. This issue, we continue the column called “Remarkable 
70 years” to help you understand the great changes that have taken place in New China.

In recent years, China has vigorously promoted the transformation and upgrading of water 
transport system, so as to give better play to the advantages of water transport in the transportation 
of bulk materials. According to statistics, China's waterways handled 6.991 billion tons of cargo 
last year, an increase of 4.7%. Picture shows on February 5, 2019, the rail cranes load containers at 
the container ship "COSCO Shipping Libra" in the port of Antwerp, Belgium.

                                                 Photo by Xinhua

China shipped nearly 7 billion 
tons of cargo in 2018


