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China lifts 3 
ethnic minorities
 out of poverty
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REMARKABLE 70 YEARS POVERTY ALLEVIATION
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Southwestern China’s Yunnan 
province saw year-on-year foreign trade 
growth of 5 percent with countries along 
the Belt and Road in the first quarter of 
2019.

The border province’s total foreign 
trade volume with the Belt and Road 
countries rose to 35.12 billion yuan 
(5.72 billion US dollars) in Q1, said the 
province’s Department of Commerce.

Yunnan saw the fastest  t rade 
growth with Iraq, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan, with 
petroleum, sulfur and ore the most 

imported goods and textiles, mechanical 
and electrical products as the most 
exported goods.

Statistics show that trade with 
ASEAN countries made up a large share 
of its total foreign trade volume in Q1, 
with Myanmar, Vietnam, Laos, Thailand 
and Cambodia contributing the most.

Bordering Vietnam, Laos and 
Myanmar, Yunnan has accelerated 
economic and trade cooperation with 
countries along the Belt and Road, and 
the Southeast Asian countries in recent 
years. (Xinhua)

Southwest China's Yunnan province 
has effectively got involved in the Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI) in recent 
years by integrating into the Belt and 
Road construction and cooperating 
practically with South and Southeast 
Asian countries, according to a news 
release in Beijing on April 24. 

Yunnan has played a key role 
in the cooperative mechanisms of 
the Lancang-Mekong Cooperation 
(LMC), the Greater Mekong 
Subregional (GMS) Cooperation and 
the Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar 
(BCIM) Regional Cooperation, 
reported on the occasion of the Second 

Belt and Road Forum for International 
Cooperation.

With bilateral partnerships 
forged between the province and 
the five Mekong countries, Yunnan  
furthered opening up by launching 81 
international and regional air routes.

Also, the province prospered 
and invested USD10.4 billion in 58 
countries and regions and explored 
a road of innovation by giving new 
impetus to growth. In people-to-people 
exchanges field, Yunnan hosts 18,800 
international students who will be the 
bridge for different cultures.            

( By Zhang Ruogu)

The 18th Chinese-Bridge Chinese Proficien-
cy Competition Thailand Regional Final was 
held in Bangkok on April 30. One hundred and 
forty-six students from universities and colleg-
es in Thailand competed. 

Through the four sessions of keynote speech, 
knowledge quiz, impromptu speech and talent 
show, the richness of Chinese language and 
culture with wonderful Chinese talent were dis-
played.

In the keynote speech session, the con-
testants gave a speech on the theme of “Chi-
na-Thailand relations and development of the 
Belt and Road” and told stories of the Belt and 
Road in the eyes of Thai young people in Chi-
nese, depicting a beautiful picture of the Belt 
and Road initiative and Thailand’s 4.0 plan.

Poetry recitation, calligraphy, painting, danc-
ing, Beijing Opera, crosstalk, Cantonese songs 
and other forms of performance have brought 
a Chinese culture and art audio-visual feast 
for the audience. Yang Jinyu(a Thai girl with 
Chinese name), a student from Chiang Mai 
University, was proficient in all kinds of martial 
arts. She sang Rare Characters in fluent Chi-
nese, introduced people the charming Chinese 
characters, and then wowed the audience with 
her performance of playing traditional Chinese 
instruments like Dizi, Guzheng, Hulusi. 

After a fierce competition, all-around girl 
Yang Jinyu won the first prize. She will travel 
to China on behalf of Thailand to participate 
in the rematch of the Chinese-Bridge Chinese 
Proficiency Competition for foreign students. “I 

am so glad that from the very beginning when 
I didn’t even know a simple Chinese character 
to taking part in today’s final competition of the 
Chinese-Bridge. I think this has been my big-
gest success so far in learning Chinese. I never 
imagined that I would win the prize.” Yang 
Jinyu couldn’t hide her excitement when she 
was interviewed. “Thailand and China are as 
close as one family, and the Chinese language 
has built a bridge of friendship between the two 
countries. I hope to study in China as a gradu-
ate student in the future and become an excel-
lent teacher of Chinese when I come back.”

Now, as the “Chinese boom” in Thailand 
continues to heat up, Chinese teaching has en-
tered the Thai national education system. There 
are millions of people learning Chinese in Thai-

land, and the Confucius Institute has become a 
comprehensive platform for people-to-people 
and cultural exchanges between China and 
Thailand. 

Lv Jian, Chinese Ambassador to Thailand, 
said in his post-contest speech that “we should 
actively build a bridge for different civiliza-
tions to learn from each other, and language 
is such an important bridge that can promote 
exchanges, deepen cooperation and enhance 
friendship.”

Lv Jian encouraged Thai students to contin-
ue their efforts in learning Chinese to provide 
a steady source of power for the sustained and 
friendly development of China-Thailand rela-
tions.

                                                       By Lin Rui

Chinese builds a bridge 
of friendship between Thailand and China

www. yunnangateway.com

Thailand supports BRI, 
shares objectives: Thai PM

Editor’s note: The year 2019 marks the 70th anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of China. Over the past seven 
decades, China has developed from a poor, weak country to the second largest economy in the world. This issue, we continue the 
column called “Remarkable 70 years” to help you understand the great changes that have taken place in New China.

In recent years, China has vigorously promoted the transformation and upgrading of water transport system, so as to give better play 
to the advantages of water transport in the transportation of bulk materials. According to statistics, China's waterways handled 6.991 
billion tons of cargo last year, an increase of 4.7%. Picture shows ships stopped in Guanlei Port in Mengla county of Xishuangbanna 
Dai Autonomous Prefecture of southern Yunnan.                                                                                                    Photo by Zhang Tong

China shipped nearly 7 billion 
tons of cargo last year

China border province sees solid
 trade growth with B&R countries in Q1

Yunnan embraces BRI

China  has  l i f t ed  th ree  e thn ic 
minority groups out of poverty in the 
southwestern province of Yunnan as 
it steps toward delivering the goal of 
completely eliminating poverty by 
2020.

The ethnic minority groups of 
Dulong, Deang and Jino had a total 
population of more than 50,000, 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  l a s t  n a t i o n a l 
population census in 2010.

The proportion of residents living 
in poverty has been reduced from 
24.25 percent a few years ago to 2.42 
percent, well below the required 3 
percent that removes them from the 
poverty list in western China.

The ethnic minority groups of 
Dulong,  Deang and J ino  l ive  in 
the  mounta inous  reg ions  in  the 
northwestern, western and southern 
parts of Yunnan, respectively.

H u a n g  Yu n b o ,  h e a d  o f  t h e 
p r o v i n c i a l  o f f i c e  o f  p o v e r t y 
alleviation and development, said a 
total of seven ethnic minority groups 
will be removed from the poverty list 
this year.

The number of such ethnic groups 
who are lifted out of poverty will 
reach 11 by 2020, Huang said.

The battle against poverty is one 
of  the “three tough batt les” that 
the  country must  win to  bui ld  a 
moderately prosperous society in 
all respects by 2020. To achieve the 
goal, China needs to lift around 30 
million poor rural residents out of 
poverty between 2018 and 2020.                          

(en.people.cn)

Thailand supports China’s Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI), which 
stimulates economic growth in Asia 
as well as the world, and is consistent 
with the strategies of Thailand, Thai 
Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha 
said recently.

In a written reply to Chinese me-
dia before his departure from Bang-
kok to attend the 2nd Belt and Road 
Forum for International Cooperation 
in Beijing, Prayut described the BRI 
as an initiative seeking to promote 
connectivity among Asia, Europe, 
and Africa and closer relations 
between countries with a view to 
advancing sustainable development 
through increased trade, investment, 
and various projects on connectivity.

The Thai prime minister spoke 
highly of the BRI which has made 
rapid progress in the past five 
years with numerous infrastructure 
projects, economic corridors and 
industrial zones in countries partici-
pating in BRI cooperation. BRI co-
operation has also extended to legal 
affairs, culture, energy, taxes, and 
public health.

Prayut also said the BRI reflects 

China’s dream to enhance regional 
cooperation and connectivity on a 
trans-continental scale, to promote 
sustainable development and the 
well-being of the peoples across the 
region and the world at large.

“China’s active engagement with 
the international community in 
developing the BRI, emphasizing 
extensive consultation, joint con-
tribution and shared benefits has 
created a sense of ownership among 
BRI members and therefore, a sus-
tainable framework of cooperation.”

He said, “The BRI has created a 
sense of strengthened multilateral-
ism to address shared challenges in 
our current world of rapid and com-
plex changes.”

On Thailand’s part, Prayut said 
“Thailand shares the BRI objectives, 
which are similarly included in our 
20-year National Strategy, our Thai-
land 4.0 policy, and cooperation 
frameworks at the sub-regional and 
regional levels in which Thailand 
has played an active role.”

The prime minister said that an in-
creasing number of Chinese investors 
have expressed interest in investing 

in the Eastern Economic Corridor 
(EEC), which aims to develop the 
three eastern provinces of Chacho-
engsao, Chonburi and Rayong into a 
high-value added industrial zone, in 
recent years due to the BRI.

Prayut also said that he is pleased 
that a conglomerate of Thai, Chi-
nese, and Japanese investors has 
won the bid to construct a high-
speed railway linking the three 
airports - Bangkok’s Don Mueang, 
Suvarnabhumi and U-Tapao Airport 
in Rayong, in a flagship infrastruc-
ture project under the EEC.

The prime minister also put for-
ward that Thailand and China can 
jointly promote seamless connectiv-
ity between the Guangdong-Hong 
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area 
(GBA) and the EEC, and increase 
China’s cooperation with the region 
by leveraging on the high potential 
of the region’s various frameworks 
and initiatives, Prayut said, nam-
ing ACMECS (Ayeyawady-Chao 
Phraya-Mekong Economic Coop-
eration Strategy), the Mekong-Lan-
cang Cooperation and the Master 
Plan on ASEAN Connectivity 2025.

Being  the  ASEAN cha i r  in 
2019, Thailand seeks to develop a 
Seamless ASEAN through regional 
connectivity, which includes both 
infrastructure development as well 
as harmonization of rules and reg-
ulations, with the ASEAN Master 
Plan on Connectivity 2025 (MPAC 
2025) being their blue print, the 
prime minister said.

He noted that Thailand seeks to 
expand connectivity beyond ASEAN 
to promote greater synergies between 
MPAC 2025 and BRI, etc., for ASE-
AN integration and regional prosperity.

“Thailand and ASEAN can col-
laborate with China through the BRI 
in exchanging best practices and 
experiences in areas such as the har-
monization of rules and regulations, 
digital innovation, people-to-people 
linkages, challenges from the 4th 
Industrial Revolution, and sustain-
able development. Furthermore, 
Thailand is keen to join hands with 
fellow ASEAN member states and 
China to increase activities between 
our peoples and strengthen peo-
ple-to-people relations.”

               (Abridged from Xinhua) 

SW China's biggest bullet train
 maintenance center in Yunnan
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 1st Yang Liping-Yunnan Impression 
Int'l photo contest launched

On April 29, it is learned from 
the 2019 First Yang Liping-Yunnan 
Impression International Photo 
Contest  news conference that 
Contest started collecting outstanding 
Yunnan themed photographs both 
domestically and internationally on 
May 1. It is reported the highest prize 
is 30,000 yuan( around $4368) with 
a total bonus amount over 100,000 
yuan( around $14560).

The theme of the event is "re-
discovering the beauty of Yunnan" 
which aims to discover Yunnan's 
ecological beauty, environmental 
beauty, urban beauty, rural beauty, and 
beautiful scenery through the contest 
and to promote the unique charm of 
Yunnan to the world.

The competition is divided into 
three stages: solicit contribustions, 
review, and exhibition tour. From 
May 1 to October 8, 2019, photos 
are collected at home and abroad. 
The photos are required to be shot in 
Yunnan within the past three years 
fully showing the beauty of Yunnan, 

including landscape, culture and 
creativity and so on.

 During the call  for photos, 
the organizer will also organize 
outstanding photographers to make 
trips to various places in Yunnan 
for taking photos and to explore the 
beauty of Yunnan. 

The Golden Peacock prize, the 
Collector's Gold prize, the Collection 
Silver prize, the Collection Bronze 
Award, and the finalist prize will be 
awarded for the selected photos. All 
the winning photos will be included 
in the "2019 First Yang  Liping-
Yunnan Impression International 
Photography Contest Collection" 
exquisite collection album which will 
be exhibited when the contest is over.

In addition, the winning picutres 
will be exhibited with a number of 
Yang Liping's plays performed all 
over China and around the world. 
About how to participate into the 
contest, readers could contact us 
(email: 284747510@qq.com)for 
further information.      By Liu Yanqin

Summer began on May 6 according to the traditional Chinese lunar cal-
endar that divides the year into 24 solar terms.

However, vernal sceneries are seen nowadays across Shangri-La in north-
west Yunnan’s Diqing Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, because of its high 
altitude.The snow-capped peaks, the verdant villages, the lucid waters, the 
grazing herds, the azalea fields, the Dukezong old town, and the Songzanlin 
temple, all present unique vernal scenery.

Strolling in Shangri-La, an Eden-like tourist destination, visitors could 
not tell if it is summer or spring. Picture shows azaleas blossoms enliven 
Shangri-La in May.                                                      Photo by Li Hengqiang

Vernal scenery seen in 
Shangri-La on start of summer

Now Yunnan has the biggest bullet 
train maintenance center in SW China.

Upgrading of the bullet train main-
tenance and repair center in Kunming, 
Yunnan province, was completed on 
May 9, after 7 months of hard work. 

With 10 repair lines and 58 storage 
lines, the upgraded Kunming bullet 
train maintenance center is the biggest 
of its kind in Southwest China.

It is located in Chenggong District 
of Kunming City. The whole station 

is 2.2 km long from north to south,  
and about 8.6 km from Kunmingnan 
Railway Station.

It was put into use in 2016, main-
ly responsible for the operation and 
maintenance functions of the Shang-
hai-Kunming high-speed rail, Yungui 
railway and Kunyu intercity train, 
providing a comprehensive “physical 
inspection” and stop guarantee for the 
bullet train.

                          By Hu Xiaorong
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