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Nadira Karim has no memory 
of her mother who died when she 
was just one-year-old. Brought up 
by her paternal grandmother, Nadi-
ra later learned that her mother died 
for want of treatment. That’s why 
Nadira dreamt of becoming a doc-
tor to help the poor so that no one 
suffers the same fate of her mother.

But after graduating from 
school, fate played a cruel trick 
with her when she was unable pri-
vate classes to prepare for medical 
exam due to her financial situation. 
She sank into depression when she 
saw her friends take coaching for 
the test.

Then the Belt and Road Initia-
tive (BRI) came to her rescue. Her 
unemployed father found a job 
with Karnaphuli Multi-Channel 
Tunnel Project, a BRI project in 
Chittagong, the commercial capital 
of Bangladesh. As a result, her fa-
ther became financially secure and 
Nadira enrolled in the Chittagong 
Medical College where she is now 
a second-year student on the way to 
becoming a doctor.

Nadira’s story is just one exam-
ple of how the BRI is changing the 
lives of ordinary people of Bangla-
desh.

In addit ion,  the BRI has 
emerged as a major game changer 
for the South Asian nation by pro-
foundly contributing to its econ-
omy since the country formally 
joined the initiative during Chinese 
President Xi Jinping’s Bangladesh 
visit in 2016 when the two nations 
signed several agreements worth 
$21.5 billion.

Several projects have already 
been implemented and people of 
Bangladesh are reaping dividends 
of those BRI projects. The Ban-
gladesh Power System Upgrade 
and Expansion Project is a vivid 
example how the BRI is playing a 
role in improving livelihood of peo-
ple of the country. This project has 
benefited more than seven million 
Bangladeshis by helping provide 
electricity connections to over 2.5 
million rural people.

Besides, China is now imple-
menting $10 billion worth of in-
frastructure projects in Bangladesh 
including the Chinese Economic 
and Industrial Zone, Payra Power 
Plant, the eighth China Bangladesh 
Friendship Bridge, and the Inter-
national Exhibition Center. Every 
project has created a huge number 
of jobs, bringing about enormous 
socio-economic development of 
Bangladesh.

The BRI has also brought 
good news to Bangladeshi stu-
dents who aspire to receive quali-
ty education in China. Under the 
initiative, China has increased its 
scholarship number to 8,000 for 
Bangladesh. This great oppor-
tunity has been contributing to 
increasing remittance inflows to 
Bangladesh, which is the coun-
try’s second-largest source of for-
eign currency earnings, by pro-
ducing skilled human resources.

For the coming days, the BRI 
is also considered an effective tool 
for Bangladesh to achieve its goal 
to be a developed country by 2041 
to mark its 70th independence anni-
versary. In order to reach its goal, 
the South Asian country has to raise 
and maintain its GDP growth to 
more than 8 per cent in the coming 
years which is possible only by 
achieving remarkable progress in 
its infrastructure, exports, remit-
tance and some other major sectors. 
The BRI can help Bangladesh in 
infrastructure development, diversi-
fying export goods and markets and 
producing skilled human resources 
to explore new remittance markets 
around the partner countries of the 
initiative. Many Bangladeshis do 
believe that the BRI has brought 
great opportunities to their country 
to become a developed nation. 
(This article is originally published 
in China Daily website. Here it is 
re-edited. The author  is the diplo-
matic correspondent of the Daily 
Sun, a leading broadsheet nation-
al English daily of Bangladesh. 
He is currently receiving training 
in journalism in Beijing as a fel-
low of the China International 
Press Communication Center 
(CIPCC) Programme 2019.)
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When  p re s id ing  ove r  a 
meeting on the building of the 
western Yunnan tourist loop on 
April 16, Yunnan provincial 
governor Ruan Chengfa vowed 
to strengthen and optimize plan-
ning of the undertaking, and 
to promote the construction of 
transportation infrastructure and 
create a more integrated tourism 
service system. These efforts 
aim to build the province into a 
unique tourist destination in the 
world.

The western Yunnan tourist 
loop to be built includes De-
qin, Shangri-la, Lijiang, Dali, 
Baoshan, Ruili, Tengchong, 
Lushui and Gongshan. By 
building this tourist loop, the 
province aims to promote the 
overall upgrade and restructuring 
of tourism in its western part, 
while speeding up the poverty 
alleviation in Nujiang Lisu Au-
tonomous Prefecture and Diqing 
Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture. 
Today, let’s take a look at how 
amazing the western Yunnan 
tourist loop is.

 
Deqin: Hometown of Yunnan 
snub-nosed monkeys

Deqin County is under the 
jurisdiction of Diqing Prefecture 
and is a home to most revered 
holy mountain in Tibetan areas—
the Meili Snow Mountain. The 
towering mountain, deep valleys 
and running rivers constitute the 
most unique scenery. In the moun-
tain, four seasons can be found on 
different altitudes and all eco land-
scapes of the northern hemisphere 
are condensed there. Of all these 
views, the most breathtaking is the 
sun shining on the snow-capped 
peaks of the Meili Snow Moun-

tain. Hidden in the mountain, the 
Tibetan village Yubeng is dubbed 
as a fairyland for its idyllic beauty.

Another well-known moun-
tain in Deqin is the Baima Snow 
Mountain where there is the 
most beautiful forest of azaleas 
in China. In spring and summer, 
the azaleas bloom and their fra-
grance refreshes minds of tourists. 
In autumn and winter, the forest 
on Baima Snow Mountain turns 
on different colors, presenting 
amazing views. The mountain is 
also home to 2,000-2,500 Yun-
nan snub-nosed monkeys, which 
accounts for 70% of the world’s 
total.

Deqin is the first place where 
the Jinsha River enters Yunnan. 
In Benzilan Town where the An-
cient Tea and Horse Road passes 
through, tourists can overlook 
the spectacular turn of the Jinsha 
River.

 
Shangri-la: The center of the 
sun and the moon

Also located in Diqing Prefec-
ture, Shangri-la City boasts the 
first national park of China——
the Pudacuo National Park where 

there are mirror-like alpine lakes, 
grasslands with plenty of water 
and lush grass, flower-blooming 
wetlands, and primitive forest.

Here, the Dukezong ancient 
town is the largest well-preserved 
traditional Tibetan house cluster in 
China. Walking in this 1,300-year-
old town, visitors can find many 
traces left behind by horse cara-
vans in the old times.

Here, the Ganden Sumtseling 
Monastery is known as the “Little 
Potala Palace”. Built on a moun-
tain slope, the monastery is in a 
unique style and is regarded as a 
“Tibetan Art Museum”.

Here, the Balog Zon is a fairy-
land on earth and also the most 
mysterious among all mysterious 
lands.

Here, deep in the forest, the 
Napa Lake forms a beautiful 

painting together with the snow 
peaks, grasslands, yaks and 
sheep. 

Lijiang: A place where you 
want to stay

As a prefecture-level city in 
northwest Yunnan, Lijiang has 
been put onto the list of Chinese 
Historical and Cultural Cities. 
The ancient town of Lijiang 
looks so amazing whether you 
are in it or see it from a bird’s 
eye view.

Here, the Jade Dragon Snow 
Mountain is the southernmost of 
its kind covered with snow all 
year round in China. Seen from 
afar, the snow-capped peaks are 
like a magnificent flying dragon.

Here, hidden in the southern 
slope of the Jade Dragon Snow 
Mountain, Wenhai is a well-
known Naxi ethnic village where 
there are no concrete houses. 
People still lead life in traditional 
ways.

Here, the Shitou Village was 
built on a large protruding rock 
with cliffs on three sides and a 
rocky slope on the fourth. Locat-
ed at the junction area between 

Sichuan and Yunnan provinces, 
the Shitou Village is like a castle 
with natural barriers.

 
Dali: The wind, flowers, snow 
and moon

Located in west Yunnan, Dali 
is known for the Four Famous 
Scenes. They are the wind in 
Xiaguan, flowers in Shangguan, 
snow on the Cang Mountain and 
the moon reflected in the Erhai 
Lake.

Here, you can wander in the 
lanes and streets of the ancient 
town, or you can rent a car to 
drive around the Erhai Lake.

Here, you can experience the 
3,000-year-old fishing culture in 
Xizhou Town where fishermen 
still follow the tradition of rais-
ing cormorants to help catch fish.

Here, you can learn how to 
make tie-dying. The hand-made 
tie-died cloth has beautiful pat-
terns unmatched by those made 
by machines.

 
Baoshan: City with indelible 
memories

In west Yunnan’s Baoshan 
City, the Qinghua Lake sits on 
the outskirts of Longyang Dis-
trict and boasts both cultural and 
natural landscapes.

Here, the super-large Long-
jiang Bridge connects the Gaol-
igong Mountain and the border 
city of Tengchong.

Here, the Songshan Mountain 
in Longling County was once a 
battle filed in the Chinese Peo-
ple’s War of Resistance against 
Japanese Aggression. Indelible 
memories have been told for 
generations.  

 
Ruili: Experiencing exotic cul-
ture

Situated in west Yunnan’s 
Dehong Dai and Jingpo Au-
tonomous Prefecture, Ruili is a 
city on the Chinese side of Chi-
na-Myanmar border line.

Here the scenes show dif-
ferent charms in line with the 
change of seasons, and even in a 
single day, they present different 
beautiful views as the sun rises 
and sets.

Here, the Jiele Golden Pago-
da is the oldest of its kind in the 
region. Towering into the sky, the 
pagoda looks dazzlingly brilliant 
and splendid in green and gold.

Here, you can experience the 
exotic culture in the “One Village 
in Two Countries”. Nearby the 
No. 71 China-Myanmar Bound-
ary Marker, there is a village 
which is divided into two parts 

by the border line. On the Chi-
nese side, it’s called Yinjing and 
on the Myanmar side, its name is 
Mangxiu.

Here, you can pass through 
the Moli Tropical Rainforest 
scenic area. Leaving behind the 
hustles and bustles of city life, 
you can refresh yourself in the 
tranquil and amazing rainforest.

 
Tengchong: Destination of vol-
canoes and hot springs

Located in west Yunnan’s 
Baoshan City, Tengchong is a 
county-level city known for vol-
canoes and hot springs. The dor-
mant volcanoes present spectac-
ular views and hot springs make 
Tengchong a popular destination 
in the country.

Here, in the Beihai Wetland, 
there are rare floating meadows 
which are like large colorful car-
pets.

Here,  the fairyland-l ike 
Jiangdong Village is home to 
thousands of gingko trees. When 
autumn comes, the golden leaves 
and simple houses contrast finely 
with each other.

Here, in the city town, folk 
houses stand row upon row on 
a mountain slope. And the Con-
fucius Temple was built in the 
Ming Dynasty(1368-1644).

 
Lushui: Seasonal changes 
bring different scenes

Under the jurisdiction of 
Nujiang Lisu Autonomous Pre-

fecture, the county-level Lushui 
City is located in the Nu River 
Gorge, one of the most spec-
tacular and precipitous canyons 
in the world. In the foggy and 
cloudy canyon, Nu River runs 
like a raging dragon.

Here, the majestic Gaoligong 
Mountain is home to many beau-
tiful landscapes. From spring 
to winter, it presents different 
scenes.

 
Gongshan: Pearl of the Three 
Parallel River area

Gongshan  i s  the  nor th-
ernmost county in Nujiang 
Prefecture. The Bingzhongluo 
Town is the most beautiful in 
the Nu River Gorge. Everyone 
who comes to visit the town is 
intoxicated by the tranquil and 
pastoral scenes.

Here, the idyllic Wuli Village 
is where the Ancient Tea and 
Horse Road passes through. 
Houses scatter in graceful dis-
orders in the green fields. When 
cooking time comes, smoke 
curls upwards from kitchen 
chimneys of each house. What a 
tranquil and harmonious view it 
is!

Here, the Qiunatong Village, 
located at the northernmost of 
Nu River Gorge, is just like a 
scroll of painting. With dense, 
primitive forest, and multiple 
waterfalls, Qiunatong is regard-
ed as a paradise for hikers. (Text 
from Yunnan Daily news app)

When we arrived at the Dazhaizi 
Monitoring Station in Wuliang 
Mountain National Nature Reserve, 
the station staff told us that a few 
minutes’ walk would bring us to the 
western black crested gibbons. We 
quickened our paces so as not to 
waste the opportunity.

After walking for about 500 
meters, we heard the gibbon calls. A 
black gibbon came into our sight, and 
soon after, a golden one appeared, 
jumped swiftly from tree to tree.

 “We wouldn’t be able to get so 
close to them without years of ef-
forts,” said Niu Xiaowei, a doctoral 
candidate at the Kunming Institute of 
Zoology, Chinese Academy of Sci-
ences.

 In 2003, the primate researcher 
Fan Pengfei came to Mt. Wuliang for 
a four-year field study. In order to bet-
ter study and protect gibbons, he de-
cided to trail them without disturbing 
them. He followed the gibbons every 
day from dawn to dusk, regardless of 
wind or rain. Gradually, gibbons have 
got used to his presence. Today, hu-
mans can observe gibbons at a close 
range of five to a dozen meters.

“It used to be impossible to find 
any photo of gibbons, but now we 
have not only a clear grasp of their 
behaviors, but also an accurate un-
derstanding of their populations and 
living conditions,” said Niu Xiaowei, 
adding that the monitoring has helped 
people enhance the awareness of 
protection and helped the gibbons 
survive better.

How amazing the western 
Yunnan tourist loop is

Shangri-la in spring,  Photo by  Yang Zheng

Meet gibbons in Mt. Wuliang

BY SHEN HAO

The old town of Lijiang   (Yunnan Daily)

   The Jiele Golden Pagoda in Ruili   (Yunnan Daily)

The magnificent turn of the Nu River in Lushui   (Yunnan Daily)

A gibbon jumps from tree to tree.   Photo by Chen Fei
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